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To  the  citizens  of  the  united Jlates. 


'^HE  re-publication  of  tliis  volume  is  the 
firft  part  of  a  plan  undertaken  at  the 
defire  of  feveral  gentlemen  of  tafte,  ho 
wifh  to  fupply  their  libraries  with  hiftcries 
of  their  native  country.  Should  the  de- 
fign  meet  with  public  enconragement, 
the  moft  valuable  hiftories  of  the  other  pro- 
vinces ftiall  be  re-publiflied  in  regular  fuc- 
cefRon  by  the  public's  humble  fervant, 

MATHEW  CAREY, 

fhilad,  April  9,  179Z, 


/ 


to  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

G      E      O      R      G  E, 

E  A  RL  OF  HALIFAX, 

VISCOUNT  SUNBURY, 

Firft  Lord  Coitimiffioner  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  &c.  &c. 

My  Lord, 

I Beg  your  favourable  acceptance  of  this  fhort  account  of" 
the  ancient  and  prefent  Itate  of  the  province  of  New 
York. 

It  is  not  prefented  for  your  lord/hip's  information. — All 
the  world  knows,  that  the  affairs  of  the  Britifii  colonies, 
have  been,  for  feveral  years  pafi,  under  your  principal  di- 
reclion  :  and  the  wifdoni  of  the  meafurcs  purfued  for  their 
pi*ofperiry  and  defence,  are  indifputable  arguments  of  your 
acquaintance  with  their  condition. 

Nor  am  I  induced  to  infcribc  thefe  pages  to  your  lord- 
ftiip,  by  interelt,  the  common  motive  to  addrefles  of  this 
kind. — Being  therefore  iminfluenced  by  the  principle,  I 
lhall  not  follow  the  exaiuplc,  of  dedicators  ;  but  fupprefs 
thofe  fentinients  concerning  your  lordfliip,  which  would, 
neverthelefs,  give  offence  only  to  yourfelf,  and  to  thofe  vvho 
envy  your  talents  and  your  virtues,  and  are  enemies  to 
their  effei5ls,  your  reputarion  and  your  power. 

My  lord,  your  ardent  attention  to  the  American  planta- 
tions, and  iifli^lnous  labours  for  their  proreCtion  and 
growth,  have  iaid  us  under  the  moft  indilpenlible  obliga- 
tions to  graiitude. 

Your  lovdiliip  will  therefore  cxcufe  me  for  embracing 
this  opportunity  to  make  a  public  declaration  of  the  deep 
fcnfe  [  have  of  your  kind  ofiircs  to  my  country,  and  to  do 
myfelf  the  honour  of  teftifying,  that 

I  am, 
miy  lord, 

your  lordfliip's 

mod  obedient  and 

moil  humble  fervant, 

WILLIAM  SMITii. 

Neia  York,  June  15,  1756. 


PREFACE. 


WHOEVER  confiders  the  number  and  extent  of  the  BrJ- 
tifh  colonies,  on  this  continent — their  climateS;,  foil, 
ports,  rivers,riches,  and  nuinbei  lefs  advantages — nu.ft  be  con* 
vinced  of  their  vail  importance  to  Great  Britain  ;  and  be  at 
a  lofs  to  account  for  the  ignorance  concerning  them,  ^vhich 
prevails  in  thofe  kingdoms,  whence  their  inhabitants  origi- 
nally Iprang.  The  mei chants,  indeed,  by  profitable  experi- 
ence, have  not  been  altogether  unacquainted  with  our  trade 
and  our  growth  ;  and  fome  gentlemen  of  an  inquifitive 
turn,  by  the  help  of  their  correfpondents,  have  obtained  the 
knowledge  of  many  other  particulars  equally  important.  But 
the  main  body  of  the  people  conceive  of  thefe  plantations, 
under  theidea  of  wild,boundlefs,  inhofjpiiable,  uncultivated 
deferts  and  hence  the  punifhment  of  a  tranfportation  hi- 
ther, in  the  judgment  of  moft,  is  thought  not  much  lels 
fevere,  than  an  infamous  death.  Nay,  appealing  to  facfts, 
we  may  fafely  aflert,  tliat  even  the  public  boards,  to  whofe 
care  thefc  extenfive  dominions  have  been  more  efpecially 
committed,  attained,  but  lately,  any  tolerable  acquaintance 
with  their  condition.  This  is  the  more  to  be  wonde^  edat,  as 
it  is  natural  to  imagine,  that  the  king's  gove mors  have  fta- 
tedly  tranfmitted  full  accounts  of  their  refpeAive  pro- 
vinces. The  cafe  has  been  quite  otherwife.  Governments 
were  heretofore  too  often  beftowed  upon  men  of  mean  parts, 
and  indigent  circumftances.The  former  were  incapable  of  the 
talk,  and  the  latter  too  deeply  engrolled  by  the  fordid  vievri 
of  private  intereft,  citlier  to  purine  or  ftudy  our  comxnoi^ 
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weal.  The  wcrft  confequences  have  refultcd  from  tiiefe 
meanires.  Perpetual  animoliLies  being  engendered  between 
the  governors,  and  the  people  fubjected  to  their  authority  ; 
all  aLLempis  for  conciliating  the  friendfliip  of  the  Indians, 
promoting  the  fur  trade,  fecuring  the  command  of  the 
lakes,  protecting  the  fi'ontiers,  and  extending  our  pollefli- 
ons  far  into  the  inland  country,  have  too  often  given  place 
to  party  projects  and  contracted  ichemes,  equally  ufelefs 
and  fhameful.  The  conduct  of  the  French  has  been  juft:  the 
reverfe  :  in  Ipite  of  all  the  difadvantages  of  a  cold  climate, 
a  long  and  dangerous  navigation  up  the  river  of  St.  Law- 
rence, a  rough,  barren,  unlettled*  country,  locked  up  from 
all  communication  wiih  the  ocean,  the  greateft  part  of  the 
year — I  fay,  notwithftanding  thefe  difficulties,  they  have 
feized  all  the  advantages,  which  v/e  have  neglected.  The 
continent,  for  many  hundred  leagues,  has  been  thorouglily 
explored — the  main  palles  fortified — innumerable  tribes  of 
Indians  either  wen  over  to  their  intereftf ,  fubdued,  or  bri- 
dled— die  fur  t  'ade  engrofied — a  communicatioji  maintain- 
ed between  tiie  extremes  of  New  France — the  Britifh  colo- 
nies 1  eftiicted  to  i'can'c  limits  along  the  fea  fliore,  and  noth- 
ing lefc  .eruaining  for  the  eltablifhment  of  a  vaft  empire, 
but  to  cpsn  a  fi  ec  wacer  pafiage  to  the  ocean^  by  the  con- 
<]ueft  of  :he  province  of  New  York. 

If  the  s;overr-ors  of  thefe  plantations  had  formerly  been 
animated  by  the  fame  generous  and  extenlive  views,  which 
infpired  mr.  Burnet ;  the  long-projetfted  defigns  of  our 
ccnimoii  enemy  might,  with  the  aid  of  Great  Britain,  have 
been  many  years  ago  fepplanted,  or  atleaft  defeated,  at  a 
trifling  expenfe.  But  rlas  !  little,  too  liitle  attention  has 
been  had  to  tiiefe  important  aifairs,  till  the  late  encroach- 
ments on  the  river  Ohio,  in  the  province  of  Pennfylvania, 
gave  the  ai-irm,  and  the  miniftry  were  apprifed  of  the 
French  maciiinations,  by  the  feafonable  reprefentations  of 
gene  al  Shirley ;  r.nd  if  the  colonics  have  now  atti'acfted 
the  notice  of  his  majefty  and  his  parliam.ent,  their  grateful 
acknowledgments  aie  due  principally  to  the  noble  lord, 
to  whcm  thefe  llieets  arc  dedicated,  for  his  laudable  enqui- 
ries in:o  their  fhate,  and  his  indefatigable  zeal  and  induftry 
for  their  defence  and  p-  ofperity. 

Arp'.  ^fent  our  affairs  begin  to  wear  a  more  fmiling  af- 
pecl.  We  are  under  the  guardianfhip  of  a  fovereign,  w  ho 

*      Encore  moins  peuple."  Charlevoix, 
f     Notre  nation,  la  feule,  qui  ait  eu  le  fecret  de  gagner 
J'aiFection  des  Ameriquains."  Charlevoix. 
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delights  in  the  welfare  of  his  people ;  are  refpecfted  by  a 
parliaraent,  afFe(fted  with  a  generous  f/mpathy  for  the  dif- 
trefies  of  their  fellow  fubjedts,  in  all  their  difperfions  ;  and 
by  a  wife  improvement  of  the  Britifh  aids,  it  is  hopsd,  we 
fhall  be  able,  to  retrieve  the  ill  confequences  of  our  long, 
reproachful,  and  infenfible  fecurity. 

Formerly  the  colonies  were  at  iiome  difregarded  and  de- 
fpifed,  nor  can  any  other  reafon  be  afiigned  for  it,  than  that 
they  were  unknown.  This  is,  in  a  great  degree,  to  be  im- 
puted to  ourfelves.  If  our  governors  v.  ithheld  thofe  infor- 
mations, which  their  duty  required  them  to  have  given, 
perfons  of  private  characters  ought  to  have  undertaken  that 
ufeful  and  neccfiary  talk.  But,  except  fome  accounts  of  the 
lettlements  in  theMaflachufets  bay,  andVirginia,all  the  other 
hillories  of  our  plantations  upon  the  continent,  are  little 
elie  than  collec'cions  of  falfehoods,  and  worfe  than  none. 
That  this  charge  againft  thofe  publifhed  concerning  this 
province,  in  particular,  can  be  fidly  fupported,  I  perfaade 
myfelf,  will  inconteftably  appear  from  the  followuig  fum- 
niary,  concerning  which  I  lliall  fay  a  few  words. 

Having  been  formerly  concerned,  according  to  an  ap- 
pointment by  aift  of  aflembly,  in  a  review  and  digeft  of  our 
provincial  laws,  it  was  the  duty  of  myfelf,  and  my  partner 
in  that  fervicc,  to  perufe  the  minutes  of  the  council,  and 
the  journals  of  the  general  aflembly^  from  the  glorious  re- 
volution, at  the  acceliion  of  king  William,  to  the  year 
1 751  :  and  as  an  acquaintance  with  our  public  tranfaclions, 
was  a  branch  of  inltiniCtion,  of  which  a  ftudent  for  the  pro- 
feffion  of  the  hw  ought  "not  to  be  ignorant,  1  have  fince  re- 
examined thofe  entries,  beginning  with  the  firlt  minutes  of 
council,  and  read  over  many  of  the  records  in  the  fecieta- 
ry's  office.  From  thefe  authentic  materials,  the  following 
pages  were,  in  a  great  meafure,  compiled.  For  many  of 
thofe  parts,  which  concern  oar  aflairs  with  the  French  and 
the  Indians,  antecedent  to  the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  in  1697,  I 
am  bound  to  make  liberal  acknowledgments  to  dr.  Col- 
den,  the  author  of  the  hiftory  of  the  five  nations. 

Mr.  Alexander,  a  gentleman  eminent  in  the  law,  and 
equally  dilHnguiflred  for  his  humanity,  e;cneroliry,  great 
abilities,  and  honourable  ftations,  fnpplied  me  with  fome 
ufeful  papers ;  and  has  left  behind  him  a  collection,  lhs.t 
will  be  very  ferviceable  to  any  gentleman,  who  may  here- 
after incline  to  continue  this  narrative,  through  the  admi- 
niftrations  of  mr.  Cofoy,  and  lieutenant  governor  Clarke. 
The  draught  of  this  w  ork  was  unfinifhed,  at  the  time  of 
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mr.  Alexander's  deceafe*  :  and  therefore,  as  it  never  pafled 
under  his  examination,  many  important  additions  are  loft, 
Ti'hich  his  long  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  affairs  of 
this  province  would  have  enabled  him  to  fupply. 

When  I  began  to  frame  this  digeft,  it  was  only  intended 
for  private  life  ;  and  the  motives  which  now  induce  me  to 
publifli  it,  arc  the  gratification  of  the  prefent  thirft  in 
Great  Britain  after  American  intelligences :  contributing, 
as  far  as  this  province  is  concerned,  to  an  accurate  hiftory 
of  the  Britifh  empiref  in  this  quarter  of  the  world  ;  and 
the  profpecft  of  doing  fome  fmall  fervice  to  my  cruntry,  by^ 
laying  before  the  public  a  fumniaiy  account  of  its  firft  rife 
and  prefent  ftate. 

Influenced  by  thefe  views,  I  am  not  fo  regardlefs  of  the 
judgment  of  others,  as  not  to  wifli  it  may  be,  in  fome  mea- 
iure,  acceptable.  To  pleafe  all  forts  of  readers,  I  know  is 
impoiiilJe ;  he,  who  writes  with  fuch  hopes,  is  a  ftranger 
to  human  nature,  and  will  be  infallibly  difappointed.  My 
defign  is  rather  to  inform  than  pleafe.  He,  who  delights 
only  in  pa^es  fhining  with  illuftrious  chara(!:ters,  the  con- 
tentions of  armies,  the  rife  and  fall  of  empires,  and  other 
grand  events,  mull  have  recourfe  to  the  great  authors  of 
antiquity.  A  detail  of  the  little  tran  factions,  which  concern  a 
colony,  leant  in  its  jurifdi<ftion,  and  ftill  fti'uggling  with  the 
difficulties  naturally  attending  its  infant  ftate,  to  gentle- 
men of  this  tafte  can  furnifh  no  entertainment.  The  cn- 
fuing  narrative  (for  it  deferves  not  the  name  of  a  hiftoiy, 
though  for  brevity's  fake  I  have  given  it  that  title)  pre- 
fents  us  only  a  regular  thread  of  fimple  fatfts ;  and  even 
thofe  unembellifhed  with  reflexions,  becaufe  they  them^ 
felves  fuggeft  the  proper  remarks :  and  moft  readers  will, 
doubtlefs,  be  beft  pleafed  with  their  own.  The  facred  laws 
of  tru<-h  have  been  infringed  neither  by  pofitive  aflertions, 
oblique,  infidious  hints,  wilful  fupprelfions,  or  corrupt  mif- 
reprefentation .  To  avoid  any  cenfures  of  this  kind,  no 
reins  have  been  given  to  a  wanton  imagination,  for  the  in- 
vention of  plaufible  tales,  fupported  only  by  light  probabi- 
lities ;  but  choofing  rather  to  be  honeft  and  dull,  than  a- 

*  He  died  on  the  2d  of  April,  1 756. 

t  As  tlie  provinces  are  different  in  their  conftitutions, 
and,  with  refpcdl  to  government,  independent  of  each 
other  ;  no  general  hiftory  of  America  can  be  exped:ed,  till 
gentlemen  of  leifure,  will  draw  up  particular  accounts  of 
the  refpediivc  colonies^  with  which  they  are  acquainted. 
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greeable  and  falfe,  the  true  import  of  my  vouchers  hath 
been  ftri(ftly  adhered  to  and  re^ai-ded. 

With  refped:  to  its  ftyle,  the  critics,  in  that  branch  of 
literature,  are  at  full  liberty  to  condemn  at  their  pleafure. 
The  main  ufe  of  language  is  to  exprefs  our  ideas.  To  write 
in  the  gay,  pleafing  pomp  of  di(5tion  is  above  my  capaci- 
ty. If  any  are  difjpofed  to  blame  me  for  being  too  verbofe, 
let  it  be  -emembered,  that  this  is  the  indefealible  right  of 
my  profeflion,  founded  upon  immemorial prefcription.  Per- 
fpicuity  is  all  I  have  endeavoured  to  maintain,  nor  am  I  at 
leifure  to  ftudy  any  higher  attainments  in  language. 
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PART  I. 


I^rum  the  difcovery  of  the  colony  to  the  furrender  In  i664» 


CHRISTOPHER  COLUMBUS,  a Gcnoefe,  employed  by 
Kerdiriand  and  Ifstbel,  king  and  queen  ot  Callile,  was 
the  firft  difcoverer  of  America*.  Ue  failed  from  St.  Luca-^ 
in  Auguft,  1492,  and  made  fight  of  6n6  of  the  Bahsn  a 
iflands,  on  the  eleventh  of  Oiftober  following.  Isewfoimd- 
land,  and  the  main  continent,  were  difcovered  five  years 
after,  by  SebalHan  Gabaro,  a  Venetian^  in  the  feivice  of 
Henry  VII.  of  £:igland,  from  the  3Sth  to  the  68th  degree 
of  north  latitude. 

On  the  tenth  of  Apfil,  1606,  king  James  I.  for  plant- 
ing two  colonies,  palied  the  great  North  and  So  ah  Vi.gi* 
Ilia  patent.  To  fir  Fhomas  Gates  and  others^  leave  was  gi- 
Ten  to  begin  a  plantation,  at  any  place  on  the  concineiity 
they  fhonkl  think  convenient,  between  he  ^ 4th  and  41ft 
degrees  of  latitude  :  and  all  the  lands  ext  ending  50  milcs^ 


*  Some  authofs  allege,  that  Columbus  firil  offered  his 
fervices  to  the  republic  of  Genoa  ;  then  to  Jolm  II.  Of  Por- 
tugal, and  afterwards  to  our  king  Henry  VII  ;  but  this  Jifw 
agrees  with  lord  Bacon's  account,  who  informs  us,  thac 
Chriilopher  Coi  imbus  failed,  before  his  brother  Baithclo  < 
mew  had  laid  the  project  before  the  king,  w  hich  was  cwiLg 
TO  his  falling  into  the  hands  of  pirates,  on  his  w  ay  to  £n|^* 
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on  each  fide,  along  the  coaft,  lOO  miles  into  the  country, 
and  all  the  illands  within  loo  miles,  oppofite  to  their  plan- 
tations, were  granted  in  fee,  to  be  called  the  firft  colony. 
By  the  fame  patent,  a  like  quantity  was  granted  to  Tho- 
mas Henham,  efq ;  and  others,  for  a  plantation  between  38 
and  45  degrees  of  latitude,  under  the  name  of  the  fecond 
colony.  The  firft  began  a  fettlement  in  the  great  bay  (Chef- 
apeak)  an  1607.  The  latter  was  planted  at  Plymouth  in 
New-England,  1620. 

Henry  Hudfon,  an  Englifiiman,  according  to  our  au- 
thors, in  the  year  1608*,  under  a  commifiion  from  the 
king  his  mailer,  difcovered  Long  Ifland,  New- York,  and  the 
river  which  ftill  bears  his  name  ;  and  afterwards  fold  the 
country,  or  rather  his  right,  to  the  Dutch.  Their  writers 
contend,  that  Hudfon  was  fent  out  by  the  Eaft-India  com- 
pany, in  1609,  to  difcover  a  north-weft  paflhge  to  China  ; 
and  that  having  fii*ft  difcovered  Delaware  Bay,  he  came 
hither,  and  penetrated  up  Hudfon's  river,  as  far  north  as 
the  latitude  of  43  o  .  It  is  faid,  however,  that  there  was  a 
fale,  and  that  the  Englifti  obje(fled  to  it,  though  they  for 
fome  time  neglecfted  to  oppofe  the  Dutch  fettlement  of  the 
country. 

In  1 610,  Hudfon  failed  again  from  Holland  to  this  coun- 
try, called  by  the  Dutch,  New-Netherlands  ;  and  four 
years  after,  the  ftates  general  granted  a  patent  to  fundry 
merchants,  for  an  exclufive  trade  on  the  North  river,  Vv^ho 
in  161 4  built  a  fort  on  the  weft  fide,  near  Albany,  which 
v/as  firft  commanded  by  Henry  Chriftiaens.  Captain  Argal 
was  fent  out  by  fir  Thomas  Dale,  governor  of  Virginia,  in 
the  fame  year,  to  difpofiefs  the  French  of  the  two  towns  of 
Port  royal  and  St.  Croix,  lying  on  each  fide  of  the  bay  of 
Fundy,  in  Acadia,  then  claimed  as  part  of  Virginiaf .  In 
his  return,  he  vifited  the  Dutch  on  Hudfon' s  river,  who,  be- 
ing unable  to  refift  him,  prudently  fubmitted  for  the  pre- 
fent  to  the  king  of  England,  and  under  him  to  the  governor 


*  Charlevoix,  a  French  Jefait,  author  of  the  general  hif- 
tory  of  New  France,  thinks  this  difcovery  was  in  1609,  Vol. 
I.  12  °  .  edition,  p.  221.  But  Stith,Douglaf3,01dmixen,  and 
other  Engl ilh  writers  agree,  that  Hudfi)n's  firft  voyage  was 
in  the  preceding  year. 

-j-  Charlevoix  places  this  tranfadlion  in  161 3.  Vol.  I.  Hifl. 
of  N.  France  in  12^  ,  p.  210.  But  Stith,  whom  I  follow, 
being  a  clergyman  in  Virginia,  had  greater  advantages  of 
knowing  the  truth  than  the  French  Jefuit. 
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of  Virginia.  The  very  next  year,  they  eredled  a  fort  on 
the  fouth-weft  point  of  the  ifland  ManhattariS  ;  and  two 
others,  in  1623 — one,  called  Good-Hope,  on  Comievfiicut 
Hver,  and  the  other  Naflau,  on  the  call  fide  of  Delaware 
bay.  The  autlior  of  the  account  of  New-Nctherland  :j:  af- 
ferts,  that  the  Dutch  purchased  the  lands  on  both  fides  of 
that  river  in  1632,  before  the  Englilh  were  fettled  in  thofe 
parts  ;  and  that  they  difcovered  a  little  frefh  river,  farther 
to  the  eaft,  called  Varfche  Riviertie,  to  diftinguifh  it  from 
Connecfticut  river,  known  among  them,  by  the  name  of 
Varfche  rivier,  which  Vanderdonk  alfo  claims  for  the 
Dutch. 

Determined  upon  the  fettlcmcnt  of  a  colony,  the  flateg 
genei-al  made  a  grant  of  the  countiy,  in  1621,  to  the  Weft- 
India  company.  Wouter  Van  Twiller  anived  at  fort  Am- 
fterdam,  now  New -York,  and  took  upon  liimfelf  the  go- 
vernment, in  June,  1629.  His  ftyle,  in  the  patents  ei-anted 
by  him,  was  thus,  "  We,  director  and  council,  refiding  in 
Kev/-Netherland  on  the  ifland  Manhattans,  under  the 
government  of  their  high  mightinelles,  the  lords  flates 
general  of  the  united  Netherlands,  and  the  privileged  Weft- 
India  company.''  In  his  time,  the  New- England  planters 
extended  their  pofleflion  weftward  as  far  as  Connecticut 
river.  Jacob  Van  Curlet,  tlie  commiflary  there,  pro- 
tefted  againft  it,  and  in  the  fecond  year  of  the  fucceeding 
adminiftration,  under 

William  Kieft*,  who  appears  fii-ft  in  1638,3  prohibi- 
tion was  illued,  forbidding  the  Englifli  trade  at  fort 
Good-Hope  ;  and  fhortly  after,  on  complaint  of  the  info- 


X  The  pamphlet  is  entitled,      Befchryvinghe  van  Vir- 

f'nia,  Neiuw  Nederland,"  &c.  and  was  printed  at  Am- 
erdamini65i.  It  contains  two  defcripiions  of  the  Dutch 
pofTeflions.  The  fii-ft  is  a  copy  of  that  publifhed  by  John  de 
Laet.at  Leyden.  The  fecond  gives  a  view  of  this  country 
feveral  years  after,  in  1649.  A  fhort  reprefentation  of  the 
country  of  the  Mahakuafe  Indians,  written  in  1644,  by  John 
Megapel enfis,  jun.  a  Dutch  minifter  refiding  here,  is  annex- 
ed to  that  part  of  the  pamphlet  conceniing  New-Nether- 
land. 

*  We  have  no  books  among  our  Dutch  records  remain- 
ing in  the  fecretary's  office,  relating  to  ftate  matters,  be- 
fore Kieft's  time,  nor  any  enrolment  of  patents,  till  a  year 
after  Van  Twiller  arrived  here.  Mr.  Jacob  Gpelet  fuppU- 
^d  us  with  feveral  extracfts  from  the  Dutch  records. 
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lence  of  the  Englifh.,  an  order  of  council  was  macle  for  fende 
ing  more  forces  there,  to  mainLain  the  Dutch  territories* 
iDr.  Mather  confefles,  that  the  New-England  men  firft 
formed  their  delign  of  errling  Conne(5ticut  river,  in  1635, 
bcfo.e  which  time,  they  elteemed  that  river,  at  leaft  100 
inile^  f  om  any  Englifh  fettlement  ;  and  that  they  firft  featr 
cd  Liiemfelves  the.C;,  in  16^6,  at  Hartford,  near  fort  Good-: 
Hipe,  at  Wsathersfield,  Windfor,  and  Sprmgfield.  Four 
yea  3  af;er,  they  feized  the  Dutch  garrifon,  and  drove 
ihem  from  the  banks  of  rhe  river,  havmg  fi  11  fettled  New- 
Haven  in  t6^8,  regardlefs  of  Kiefc's  p.oteit  againft  it. 

The  exrent  of  .^ew-\'etheHand  was  to  Delawai'e,  then 
called  South  river,  and  beyond  it  ;  for  I  find,  in  the  Dutch 
records,  a  copf  of  a  letter  from  William  Kieft,  May  6, 
TS^3,  di'efte  I  ro  PererMinuit  f,  who  feems,  by  the  tenor 
of  it,  to  be  the  Swediih  governor  of  New  Sweden,  aflert- 
ing,  thar  the  whqle  So  ith  liver  of  New-Netherlands, 
h  iJ  been  in  the  Dutch  poflellion  many  years  above  and  be- 
low, befe  with  forts,  and  fealed  with  their  blood." 
**  Which,"  Kiefc  adds,  "  has  happened  even  during  your 
ad minift ration  in  New-Netherland,  and  fo  well  known 
toyoa.'* 

The  Dutch  writers  are  not  agreed  in  the  extent  of  Np- 
"▼a  Bel^a,  or  New-Netherland  ;  fome  defcribc  it  to  be  from 
Virginia  to  Canada  ;  and  others  inform  us,  that  the  arms 
■Sf  the  Itates  general  were  ereAed  at  Cape  Cod,  Connecfticut, 
and  Hud  Ton's  river,  and  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  entrance 
into  Delaware  bay.  The  author  of  the  pamphlet  mention- 
ed in  the  notes,  gives  Canada  river  for  a  boundary  on  the 

'      '  ,j, 

-|-  The  anonymous  Dutch  author  of  the  defcription  of 
New-Netherland,  in  1649,  calls  him  Minnewits  ;  and  adds, 
that  in  1658,  he  arrived  at  Delaware  with  two  veflels, 
p  etendin^  that  he  touched  for  refrefhment  in  his  way  to 
the  We^t-tndies  ;  but  that  he  foon  threw  off  the  diignife, 
by  employing  his  men  in  erecting  a  fort.  The  fame  hift:o- 
rian  informs  us.  of  the  murder  of  feveral  Dutchmen,  at 
Soudi  river,  by  rhe  Indians,  occafioned  by  a  quarrel,  con- 
C'rnino^the  t?\  .  igaway  the  dates' anns,  which  the  for- 
me^ had  erecftcd  at  the  firft  difcovery  of  that  country  ;  in 
refenMn^r  which^  an  Indian  had  been  killed.  If  Kiefc's  let- 
ter allufles  to  this  afrair,  then  Minuit  preceded  Van  Twil. 
ler,  in  the  chief  command  liere  ;  and  being  perhaps  difo- 
|>li  {Ted  by  the  Ducch,  entered  into  the  fervice  of  the  queen 
pfSwedei>t 
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north,  and  calls  the  country,  north-weft  from  Albany,  Ter- 
ra Incognita. 

In  1640,  the  Englifli,  who  had  overfpread  the  eaRern 
part  of  i.ong  Ifland,  advanced  to  Oyfteibay.  Kief  broke 
up  their  feuiement  in  1642,  and  fiaed  out  two  iioops  to 
drive  the  Englilh  out  of  bchiiylkill,  of  which  the  Ma  y- 
landers  had  lately  poflelied  themlelves.  The  in  rudiions, 
dated  May  22,  tojanjanfen  Alpendam,  who  commanded 
in  that  encerprife,  a.e  upon  record,  and  ft'  or.gly  ailert  tiie 
fight  of  tnc  Dutch,  both  to  me  foil  and  cade  there.  Trie 
Englilji  from  the  eaftward  fhortly  fii.c:  lent  deputies  to 
New-Amfterdam,  for  the  accommouaiiOii  of  their  diiputesa- 
bout  limits,  to  whom  the  Ducpli  off_  -  ed  the  following  con* 
ditions,  entered  in  their  books  exactly  in  thcfe  words  ; 

Condiriones  a  D.  Diredlore  gen.  fenatus  Novi  Eelgii, 
Dominis  \\  leytingh  atque  Fill,  Delegads  a  nobiU  fenatu 
Hartfordieufi,  oblatce  : 

"  Pro  ngro  noftro  Harrfordienfi,  annuo  perfolven  pr  c- 
potentifl'.  D.  D.  Ordinibys  Feed.  Provinciai-um  iieigica- 
rum  aiit  eorum  yicariis,  decnnam  pa.  lem  reventus  ng.  o- 
ruiji,  turn  aratro,  turn  ligone  aliove  cuLo •  iim  medio  ; 
po.nariis,  hortifq ;  olerrbus  dica  is,  ji-geium  Hollardl'im 
Hon  excedentiba^  excep'is  ,  a  it  decimarum  loco,  p-  eii  im 
Dobilc  poftea  conftituendum,  tani  diu  q  am  divi  pofltflbros 
cjufdem  agfi  funi'i  e*  int.  AcTium  in  arce /\mftelodainenft 
in  novo  Belgio,  die  Julii9^  anno  Chiifti  1642." 

We  have  no  account,  that  the  En^lifh  acceded  to  thefe 
propofals,  nor  is  it  probable,  conUde:  ing  then*  (uperior 
ftrength,  that  ttiey  ever  did  :  on  thecont  .ary,  they  daily 
extended  their  poflellions  :  and,  in  iv'>4?,  the  colonies  of 
the  Maffachufec's  bay,  PlymoT.h,  Conre("ncut,  and  New- 
Haven,  entered  into  a  league  both  againft  the  Dutch  and 
Indians,  and  grew  fo  powerful  as  to  mqe*  fho  :ly  afier, 
upon  a  deftgn  of  extirpating  the  for- .cr.  The  A  ■afladiureL  S 
bay  declined  this  eiiterprife,  wiiich  occafioned  a  letter  to 
Oliver  Cromwell,  from  William  Hooke,  dated  at  New-Ha-J 
yen,  November  7,  165^,  in  which  he  complains  of  the 
Dutch,  for  fupplying  the  natives  with  arms  and  ammuiii- 
tion,  begs  his  afliftance  with  two  or  th'  ee  frigates,  and 
that  letters  might  be  fen"  to  the  eaftern  colonies,  commard. 
ing  them  to  join  in  an  expedition  againft  the  Dutch  colony, 
Oliver's  affairs  would  not  admit  of  fo  diftant  an  attempt*  5 


*  The  war  between  him  and  the  ftates,  which  began  ij^ 
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but  Riciiard  Cromwell  afterwards  drew  up  inftriic'tioBS 
tGrliis^onirriandersfor  fubduing  the  Dutch  here,  and  wrote 
letters  to  tiie  Eiiglifii  American  governments  for  their  aid  ; 
copies  of  which  are  preferyed  in  Tliurloe's  collecftion.  Vol. 
I.  p.  721,  occ. 

Peter  Stayvefant  was  the  laft  Bntch  governor  ;  and 
though  he  liad  a  coinmiiiion  in  1646,  he  did  not  begin  hiS 
adminiitration  till  May  27,  1647.  The  inroads  and  claims 
upon  his  government,  kept  him  conftantly  employed.  NeAv- 
England  on  the  ealt,  and  Maryland,  011  the  welt,  alarmed 
his  fears  by  their  daily  increafe  ;  and  about  the  fame  tinie, 
captain  Forrefcer,  a  Scotchman,  claimed  Long  Iiland  fof 
the  dowager  of  Stirling.  The  Swedes  too  were  perpetual- 
ly inc^-oacliing  upon  Delaware.  Through  the  unikilfidnefs 
of  the  ma^re,  one  Defwyck,  a  Swedifh  captain  and  fapercar- 
go,  arrived  in  Raritan  river.  The  fnip  was  feized,  and  him- 
felf  made  a  prifoncr  at  New-Amflerclain.  Stuyvefant's  rea- 
fons  were  thefe.  In  1651,  the  Dutch  built  fort  Caiimir, 
now  called  Nev/caftle,  on  Delaware.  The  Swedes,  indeed, 
clai  ned  the  coantry,  and  Printz,  their  governor,  formally 
protefted  againfc  the  works.  Rilingh,  his  fucceiTor;  under 
the  difguife  of  ffiendfaip,  came  before  the  fortrefs,  fired 
two  falutes,  and  landed  10  men,  who  v/ere  entertained  by 


July,  1652,  was  concluded  by  a  peace  on  the  fifth  of  April, 
1654.  The  treaty  makes  no  particular  mention  of  this 
country.  If  any  part  of  it  can  be  coniiilered  as  relating  to 
the  American  poileiiioiis,  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  two  firft 
articles,  which  are  in  thefe  words  :  "  Imprimis,  it  is  a- 
greed  and  concluded,  that,  from  this  day  forwards, 
there  be  a  true,  firm,  and  inviolable  peace,  a  lincere,  in- 
timate, and  clofe  fxiendfnlp,  affinity,  confederacy,  and 
union,  betwixt  the  republic  of  England  and  the  ftates 
general  of  tlie  uniced  provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  and 
the  Ian  is,  countries,  cities,  and  towns,  under  the  domi- 
nions of  each,  without  diftincftlon  of  places,  together 
with  their  people  and  inhabitants,  of  whatfoever  degree. 

II.  "  That  hereafter  all  enmity,  hoftility,  difcord,  and 
contention,  betwixt  the  faid  republics,  and  their  people 
and  fubjefls,  fhall  ceafe  ;  and  both  parties  fhiU  hence- 
forwards  abftain  from  the  committing  all  manner  of  mif- 
.chief,  plunder,  and  injuries,  by  land,  by  fea,  and  on  the 
frelh  waters,  in  all  their  lands,  countries,  domiriion?, 
places,  and  governments  whatfoever." 
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tjie  commaadaiit  as  friends  :  but  he  had  no  fooner  difco- 
vereu  tlie  weaknefs  of  the  garrilbn,  than  he  made  himfelf 
mafter  oi  it,  leizing  alfo  upon  all  the  ammunition,  houfes, 
and  Other  eifccts  of  the  Well-India  company,  and  compel- 
ling feveral  of  the  people  to  fweai'  allegiance  to  Chnitnia, 
queen  of  Sweden.  The  Dutch,  in  1655,  prepared  to  retake 
foit  Caiimir.  Stuyvefant  ccmr-ianded  the  foicei;  in  perfcn, 
and  arrived  with  ilicm  in  Delaware,  the  9th  of  September. 
A  few  days  after,  he  anchored  before  the  garrilbn,  and 
landed  his  troops.  The  fortrcfs  was  immediately  demanded 
as  Dutch  property  :  Suen  Scutz,  tiie  commiandanr,  cielired 
Jeave  to  confult  Riiingh,  which  being  refuled,  he  furrcnder- 
ed  tiie  i6th  or  Sepi:ember  on  articles  of  capitulation.  Tiie 
whole  ftrength  ofthe  place  confilLed  of  four  cannon,  four- 
teen pounders,  five  Ivvivels,  and  a  parcel  of  fmall  arms, 
which  were  all  delivered  to  the  conquered.  Fort  Chi iihna 
was  commanded  by  Ptilingh.  Stuyvciant  came  before  it, 
and  Rii'ingh  farrendered  i:  upon  terms,  the  25th  of  Septem- 
ber. The  country  bjing  thus  fubdued,  the  Dutch  governor 
ilhieda  proclamation,  in  favour  of  frchof  the  inhabitants,  as 
would  fiibmit  to  the  new  government,  and  about  50  Swedes 
fwore,        fidelity  and  obedience  to  the    Hates  general 
the  lords   directors  of  the  Vv''erL-India  company,  their 
fubalterns  of  the  province  of  Nev/-Xetherlands,  and  tiie 
direcftor  general  then,  or  thereafter,  to  be  eliablifiied." 
R.iiingh  and  one  £lfwych,  a  trader  of  note,  were  ordered 
to  France,  or  England,  and  the  reft  ofthe  Swedifn  inbabi- 
tants  to  Ilollaiul,  and  from  thence  to  Gottei?berg.  The 
Swedes  beinj^  thus  extirpated,  the  Dutch  became  poifelied 
of  the  weft  hcle  of  Delaware  bay,  now  called  the  Three 
lower  counties. 

This  country,  was  afterwards  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant-governors,  fubject  to  the  comroul  of,  and  com- 
milhoned  by,  the  director  general  at  New-Amfterdam.  Jo- 
han  Paul  Jaquet  was  the  Hrft  vice  tiirector,  or  lieutenant- 
governor,  of  South  riv er.  liis  faicelibrs  v.  ere  Alricks,  Hino- 
jofia,  and  William  Beekman.  Tiie  pofterity  ofthe  laft  re- 
mains amongft  us  to  tliis  day.  Thefe  lieutenants  had  pcY/er 
to  grant  lands,  and  their  patents  make  a  part  ofthe  ancicnr 
titles  of  the  prefent  pofieiibis.  Aliicks'  ccmmiflion,  of  the 
1 2th  of  April,  1657,  fliows  the  extent  of  the  Dutch  claim 
on  the  weft  fide  of  Delaware  at  that  time.  lie  was  appoint- 
ed "  director  general  of  the  coloiiy  of  the. South  river  of 
New-Netherlands,  and  the  fortreis  of  Cafimiv,  j)ov*^  called 
Niev.  er  Amftcl,  with  all  the  lands  depending;  thereon, 
according  to  the  £.  ft  pm-chale  and  deed  of  releafc  of  the 
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natives,  ^ate<3  Jul   19,  16  51,  beginning  at  the  weft  lid^ 

of  the  Minquaa,  or  Ciirillnia  kiln,  in  the  Indian  language 
Uamed  Sufpecough,  to  the  mouth  of  the  bay,  or  river,  cal- 
led iJonipt-Hook,  in  the  Indian  language,  Cannarefle  ;  and 
fo  far  inland  as  the  bounds  and  limits  of  the  Minquaas 
land,  with  all  the  ftieams,  &:c.  appurtenances  and  de- 
pendencies." Of  the  country  northward  of  the  kiln,  no 
mentiou  is  made.  Orders  in  1658  were  given  to  William 
Beekiiian  to  purchafe  Cape  Hinlopen  from  the  natives,  aad 
to  feiile  and  fortify  it,  which,  for  want  of  goods,  was  not 
done  till  the  fucceeding  year. 

In  the  year  1659,  frefh  troubles  arofe  from  the  Marjdand 
claim  to  the  lands  on  South  river  :  and  in  September,  colo- 
nel Xathaaiel  Utie,  as  commiffioner  from  Feudal,  lord  Baltic 
more's  governor,  anived  at  Niewer  Amftel  from  Maryland. 
The  country  was  ordeied  to  be  evacuated,  lord  Baltimore 
claiming  all  rhe  land,  between  38  arid  40  degi-ecs  of  lati- 
tude, from  fea  to  fea.  Beekman  and  his  council  demanded 
evidence  of  his  lord{liip's  ^ight,  and  offered  to  prove  the 
ftates  general's  g:  ant  to  the  Weft-India  company,  their 
payment  ro  them,  for  the  land  and  poflellion  ;  and  upon 
the  whole,  propofed  to  refer  the  con^roverfy  to  the  repub- 
lics of  England  and  Holland^  praying,  the  'air  e  time, 
three  weeks  to  cgnfult  Stuyvefant,  the  general.  The  coni- 
miflioner,  rtotAvithftan(ling,  a  few  days  after,  warned  hirii 
to  draw  off,  beyond  latitude  40  ^  :  but  Beekman  difregavd* 
ed  tlie  tlu'eat.  Colonel  U tie  iherenpon  returned  to  Mary- 
land ;  and  an  immediate  invafion  was  expecfted. 

Early  ixi  the  Ipring  of  the  year  1660,  Nicholas  Varleth, 
and  Brian  Newton,  were  difpatched  front  fort  Amfterdam^ 
to  Virginia,  in  quality  of  amballadors,  wiih  full  power  to 
open  a  trade,  and  conclude  a  league,  ofFenfive  and  defenfive, 
againft  the  Ijarbarians.  William  Berckley,  the  governor, 
gave  them  a  kind  reception,  and  app  oved  their  propofal 
of  peace  and  commerce,  which  fir  Hemy  Moody  was  ferit 
here  to  agree  upon  and  perfedl.  Four  articles,  to  that  jmr*- 
pofe,  were  drawn  up^  and  fent  to  the  governor  for  confir- 
niaiion.  Stuyvefant  artfully  endeavoured,  at  this  treaty, 
to  procr  ;e  an  acknowledgment  of  the  Dutch  title  to  the 
country,  which  Bferckley  as  carefully  avoided.  This  was  liig 
anfwer. 

''Sir, 

*^  I  have  received  the  letter,  you  were  pleafed  to  lend 
jne,  by  mr.  Mills  his  veflel,  and  fhall  be  ever  ready  to 
comply  with  you,  in  all  acls  of  neighbourly  friend ftiip 
oad  amity.  But  truly^  fir,  you  deiiremc  to  do  that,  eoii- 
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cerning  your  titles,  and  claims  to  Itod  in  this  northern 
part  of  America,  which  I  am  in  no  capacity  to  do  ;  for  I 
am  but  a  fervant  of  the  allembly's  :  neither  do  they  arro- 
gate any  power  to  themfelves,  farther  than  the  miferable 
dillrartions  of  England  force  them  to.  For  when  God 
lliall  be  pleafed  in  his  mercy,  to  take  away  and  diffipate 
the  unnatural  divifions  of  their  native  country,  they  will 
immediately  return  to  their  own  profefled  obedience. 
What  then  they  fliould  do  in  matters  of  contracif ,  do- 
nation, or  confeflion  of  right,  would  have  little  ftrength 
or  fignification  ;  much  more  prefiimptive  and  impertinent 
would  it  be  in  me  to  do  it,  without  tlieir  knowledge  or 
aflent.  We  fliall  very  fliortly  meet  again,  and  then,  if  to 
them  you  fignify  your  delires,  I  fliall  labour  all  I  can,  to 
get  you  a  fatisfatftory  anlwer. 

I  am,  fir, 

"  Virginia,  An-         *'  Your  humble  fervant, 
gull  20,  1660.  "William  B  e  r  c  k  l  e  y." 

Governor  Stuy  vefant  was  a  faithful  fervant  to  the  Weft- 
India  company  :  this  is  abundantly  pioved  by  his  letters  to 
them,  exciting  their  care  of  the  colony.  In  one,  dated  April 
ao,  1660,  which  is  very  long  and  pathetic,  reprefent- 
ing  the  defperate  fituation  of  affairs  on  both  fides 
of  the  New-Netherland,  he  v/rites,  "  your  honours  ima- 
gine, that  the  troubles  in  England  will  prevent  any  at- 
tempt on  thefe  parts  :  alas  !  they  are  ten  to  one  in  num- 
ber to  us,  and  ,ire  able,  without  any  afliftance,  to  deprive 
us  of  the  country  when  they  plcafe."  On  the  25th  of^ 
June,  the  fame  year,  he  informs  them,  that  the  demands, 
encroachments,  and  ufurpations,  of  the  Englifli,  give 
the  people  here  great  concern.  The  right  to  both  rivers, 
fays  he,  by  purchafe  and  pofTeflion,  is  our  own,  without 
difpure.  We  apprehend,  that  they,  our  mor^  powerful 
neighbours,  lay  their  claims  under  a  royal  patent,  which 
we  are  unable  hitherto  to  do  in  your  name*."  Colonel 


*  If  wefhould  argue,  from  this  letter,  that  the  Weft-In- 
dia company  had  no  grants  of  the  iNew  Netherlands,  from 
the  ftates  general,  as  fome  fuppofc,  we  difcredit  De  Laet's 
^hiftory,  dedicated  to  the  ftates  in  1624,  as  well  as  all  the 
Dutch  w-irers,  and  even  Stuy  vefant  himfelf,  who  in  his 
letter  to  Richard  NicoUs,  at  the  furrender,  aflerts  that  they 
had  a  grant,  and  fhowed  it  under  fcal  to  the  Englifh  depu- 
ties. But  the  genuine  conftrudrion  of  the  Dutch  governor's 
letter,  is  this^^that  in  1660^  he  had  not  the  patent  to  the 
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Ucie  being  uTifuccefsful  the  lix(\  year,  in  his  embafly'  for  the 
evacualion  of  theDuich  po'leliions  on  Delaware,  lord  Baiti- 
inore,  In  autumn  1660,  applied,  by  captain  Neal,  his  agent, 
to  the  \Vell:4ndia  company,  intlolland,  for  an  order  on 
tli:?  inhabicaucs  of  South  river,  to  fubmit  to  his  authority, 
which  chey  abfbl  utely  refufed,  averting  their  right  to  that 
part  of  their  colony. 

The  P^nglifh,  from  New- England,  were  every  day  en- 
croaching upon  the  Dutch,  1  iie  following  letter,  from 
Stuyvefant  to  the  Well  India  company,  dated  July  21, 
16  )  I,  Ihows  the  ftate  of  the  colony  at  that  time,  on  both 
fides.  We  have  not  yet  begun  the  fort  on  Long-Ifland, 
near  Oyfte  -bay,  becaufe  our  neiglibours  lay  the  boundaries 
a  mile  and  a  half  more  vvefterly,  than  we  do  ;  and  the  more, 
as  your  honours,  by  your  advice  of  December  24,  are  not 
inclined  to  ftand  by  the  treaty  of  Hartford,  and  propofe  to 
fne  for  redrefs  on  Long  Ifland  and  the  Frefh  Water  river,  by 
means  of  the  ftates'  ambaiiador.  Lord  Sterling  is  faid  to 
folicit  a  confirmation  of  his  right  to  all  Long  Ifland,  and 
importinieg  the  p;  elent  king,  to  confii-m  the  grant  made  by 
his  royal  father,  which  is  affirmed  to  be  already  obtained. 
But  more  piobable,  and  material,  is  the  advice  from  Mary- 
land, that  lord  Baltimore's  patent,  which  contains  .he  fouth 
part  of  South  river,  is  confirmed  by  the  king  and  publilhed 
in  p  int :  that  lord  Baltimore's  natural  brother,  who  is  a 
rigid  papifti,  being  ma  le  governor  there,  has  received  lord 
Baltimore's  claim,  and  proteft  to  your  honours  in  council, 
(wherewith  he  feems  but  little  latisfied)  and  has  now  more 
hopes  of  fuccefs.  ¥/e  have  advice  from  England,  that  there 
Is  an  invalion  intended  againft  thefe  parts,  and  the  country 
folici  ed  of  the  king,  the  duke  and  the  parliament,  is  to  be 
annexed  to  their  dominions  ;  and  for  that  purpofe,  they 
defire  three  o"  four  frigates,  perfuading  the  king,  that  ttie 
company  poflefled  and  held  this  country  under  an  unlaw- 
ful title,  having  only  ob^9^ned  of  kiix^  James,  leave  for  a 
watering  place  on  Staten  Ifland,  in  1623." 

In  x^uguft  166  ^,  a  fljip  arrived  from  Holland  at  South 
rive  •,  with  new  planters,  ammunition,  and  implements  of 
hufljanary  Lord  Paltiniore's  fon  landed  a  little  after,  and 
was  entertained  by  Beel:man  at  Niewer  Amfl:el.  This  was 
Chailes.  the  fon  of  Cecilivis,  who  in  t66i,  had  procured  a 
grant  and  confi:  maticn  of  the  patent,  pafied  in  favour  of 


Wrfli-India  company,  to  lay  before  the  Enj^lifli  in  America,, 
who  difputed  the  Dutch  right  to  this  countiy. 
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his  father  in  1632.  The  papiftical  principles  of  the  Balti- 
more family,  the  charge  oi  coloniziiig,  ine  pa.  liamentary 
war  with  Charles  I.  and  Oliver's  ufurpation,  all  conlpircd 
to  impede  the  fettlement  of  Maryland,  till  the  year  1661. 
And  thefe  coufiderations  accouni  for  the  extenlion  ot  t^ic 
Dutch  limits,  on  tlie  welt  lide  of  Delawai  e  bay. 

While  the  Dutch  were  contending  \vi  Ji  their  European 
neighbours,  they  had  the  art  always  to  mainiain  a  tiiend- 
ihip  with  the  natives,  until  the  war  wiiicii  broke  out  tuis 
year  with  the  Indians  at  Elbpus,  now  U  liter  county,  it  con- 
tinued, however,  but  a  Ihort  feafon.  The  five  nations  never 
gave  them  any  dilturbance,  which  was  owing  to  their  con- 
tinual wars  with  the  French,  who  fettled  at  Canada,  in 
1603.  I  have  before  obferved,  that  C;liTer  Cromwell  was 
applied  to,  for  his  aid  in  the  redu(ilion  of  this  coantiy,  ar.d 
tliat  his  fon  Richard  took  Ibme  Heps  towards  accomplilhing 
the  fcheme.  The  work  was  however  rel'erved  for  the  reign 
of  Charles  II.  an  indolent  prince,  and  entiiely  given  up  .0 
pleafure,  who  was  driven  to  it,  more,  perhaps,  by  the  dif- 
ferences then  lubfifting  between  England  and  Holland,  than 
by  any  motive  that  migiit  reflect  Jionour  upon  his  pi  udence, 
acltivity,  and  public  fpirit.  Before  this  expedition,  the  king 
granted  a  patent,  on  the  12111  of  Ma  ch,  1664,  to  his  brother 
the  duke  of  York  and  Albany,  for  fundry  traifts  of  land  in 
America,  the  boundaries  of  which,  becaule  they  have  given 
rife  to  important  and  animated  dcbaLes,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  tranfcrrbe. 

All  that  part  of  the  main  land  of  New-England,  begin- 
ning at  a  certain  place,  called  or  kno^^Tl  by  the  name  of  i^t. 
Croix,  next  adjoining  to  New-Scotland  in  America,  and 
from  thence  extending  along  the  fca  coait,  unto  a  certain 
place  called  Femaquie,  or  Pemequid,  and  fo  up  the  river 
thereof,  to  the  furthcft  head  of  the  fame,  as  it  tendeth 
northward  ;  and  extending  from  thence,  to  the  river  c£ 
Kimbequin,  and  fb  upwards,  by  the  lliortefl  ccmfe,  to  the 
river  Canada,  northward  :  and  alfo  all  that  illand,  or  iflands, 
commonly  called  by  the  feveral  name  or  names  of  Meiio- 
wacks,  or  Long  Ifland,  fituate  and  being  towards  the  well: 
of  cape  Cod,  and  the  narrow  Higanfetts,  abutting  npon  the 
main  land,  between  the  two  riveis,  there  called  or  known 
by  the  feveral  names  of  Connediicut  and  f^udfon's  river, 
together  alio  with  the  faid  river,  called  Hudfon's  river,  and 
all  the  land  from  the  weft  fide  of  Connediicut  river,  to  the 
eaft  fide  of  Delaware  bay,  and  alfo,  all  t^iofe  feveral  iflands, 
called  or  known  by  the  names  of  Martin's  Vineyard,or Nan- 
tuck's,  otherwife  Nantucket  :  together,  &c.'* 
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Part  of  this  tracft  was  conveyed  by  the  duke,  to  John  Lor4 
Berkley,  baron  of  Stratton,  and  fir  George  Carteret,  of  Sal- 
trinn,  in  Devon,  who  were  then  members  of  the  king's 
council.  The  leafe  w^as  for  the  confideration  of  ten  {hil- 
lings^ and  dated  the  2;d  of  June,  1664.  The  releafe,  dated 
the  next  day,  mentions  no  particular  fum  of  money,  as  a 
confiderarion  for  the  grant  of  the  lands,  which  have  the  foh 
Jov/ing  defciiption. 

All  that  tracl  of  land,  adjacent  to  Ne\v-England,  an4 
lying  and  being  to  the  w  eftward  of  Long  Ifland,  and  bcimd- 
ed  on  the  eaft  part  by  the  main  fea,  and  partly  by  Hudibn's 
river  ;  and  hath,  npon  the  weft,  Delaw  are  bay,  or  river, 
and  extenderh  fouthward,  to  the  main  ccean  as  far  as  Cape 
May,  at  the  mouth  of  Delaw^are  bay  :  and  to  the  north- 
%vard,  as  far  as  the  northermoft  branch  of  the  faid  bay  or 
river  of  Delaware,  which  is  forty  one  degrees  and  forty 
minutes  of  latitude  :  which  faid  tracft  of  land  is  hereafter 
to  be  called  by  the  name,  or  names,  of  Nova  Coefarea,  or 
New- J  er  fey." 

Thus  the  New  Netherlands  became  divided  into  New- 
Jeifey,  fo  crdled  after  the  ifle  of  Jeifey,  in  compliment  to 
iir  George  Carleret,  w  hofe  family  came  from  thence  ;  and 
New  York,  which  took  its  name  in  honour  of  tue  duke  of 
York. 

The  Dutch  inhabitants  by  the  vigilance  of  their  goveraor, 
were  not  nnapprifed  of  the  deligns  of  the  Englifh  court 
againft  them  ;  for  their  records  teftify,  that  on  the  8th  of 
July,  <^the  general  received  intelligence,  from  one  Thomas 
Willet,  an  Englifhman,  that  an  expedition  was  preparing 
in  England,  againft  this  place,  confifting  of  tv,  o  frigates  of 
40  and  5c  guns,  and  a  fly  boat  of  40  guns,  having  on  board 
qoo  foldiers,  and  each  frigate  1 50  men,  and  that  they  then 
lay  at  Portfoiouth,  waiting  for  a  wind."  News  arrived  alfo 
from  Ecfton,  that  they  had  already  fet  fail.  The  burgomaf- 
ters  were  thereupon  called  into  council.  The  fortrefs  was 
ordered  to  be  put  into  a  pofture  of  defence,  and  fpies  fent 
to  Milford  and  Weft-chefter  for  intelligence.  Bofton  was  in 
the  feci  et  of  the  expedition  ;  for  the  general  court  had,  in 
May  preceding,  palled  a  vote  for  a  lupply  of  provifions,  to- 
wards refrefhing  the  fliips  on  their  arrival.  They  were  four 
in  number,  and  refolved  to  rendezvous  at  Gardener's  ifland, 
in  the  Sound,  but  parted  in  a  fog,  about  the  20th  of  July, 
ilichard  Nicolls,  and  fir  George  Carteret,  two  of  the  com- 
miflioners,  were  on  board  the  CTuyny,  and  fell  in  fiift  with 
Cape  Cod.  The  winds  having  blown  from  the  fouth  weft, 
fhe  other  fliips,  with  fir  Robert  Carr,  and  mr.  Mavenick, 
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the  remainir.g  commiliioiiers^  v  ere  rightlj  concluded  to  be 
driven  to  the  eaflwaid.  After  difpatchin^  a  letter  to  mr. 
Wintlirop,  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  rem^eiting  his  af- 
fiflance,  col.  inicoHs  proceeded  to  Naniaficet,  and  thence  to 
Bofton.  The  Other  fiiips  got  into  Fifcaiaw  ay.  jolin  Liidicot, 
a  very  did  man,  v  as  then  governor  cl  LoRon,  and  incapa- 
ble of  bufinels.  The  conunillioneis,  therefore,  had  a  con- 
ference with  the  covincil,  and  eameilly  in  plored  the  al- 
fiilance  of  that  colojiy.  CoL  Nicolls  and  Hr  George  Carteret_, 
in  their  letter  from  Kofton,  to  fir  II.  Eennet,  fecietary  t  f 
Irate,  complain  much  of  the  backwardnelii  of  that  proviace. 
The  reafons  urged  in  their  excuie,  vveie  poverty  and  the 
feafon,  it  beir.g  the  time  of  haiveft  ;  but  perhaps  difiilVc- 
tion  to   the  Stuart  family,  ii\'hore  perfecuting  iu  y  haj 
driven  them  from  their  native  country,  was  the  true  ipihig 
of  their  conduct.  The  king's  liiccefs  iu  the  reduction  of  the 
Dutch,  eviden^y  opened  Jiim  a'^ door,  to  conie  ai  his  ene- 
mies in  Nevv-Lngland,  who  were  far  fiom  beii^g  lew  *  ;  ai  d 
'w  hether  this  conlideration  might  not  have  given  rife  to  the 
'projert  itfclf,  1  leave  to  the  coi  jecfcures  of  others. 

On  the  27th  of  July,  Nicolls  and  Canei  et  n  adc  a  formul 
requelt  in  writing,  'f  hat  the  government  of  Ecftcn  would 
pafs  an  acfc  to  furniih  them  wi/n  armed  men,  v.  he  Ihoiild  be- 
gin their  march  to  tlie  Manhattans,  on  the  20th  of  Auguifc 
cnfuing,and  promifed,tliat  if  they  could  get  ether  afiiilance, 
they  would  give  them  an  account  of  it."  The  governor  and 
council  anfw  ercd,  tliat  they  would  aflemble  the  gene- al 
court,  and  communicate  the  prcpofal  to  them. 

From  Bolton,  a  fcccnd  letter  was  written  to  governor 
Winthrcp,  in  Connecticut,  dated  the  29th  of  ]\:ly,  in  which 
he  was  infoimed,  that  the  ether  lliips  were  then  arrived, 
and  would  fail  with  the  firll  f:iir  w  hid  ;  and  he  w'as  defired 
to  meet  them  at  the  v/elt  end  of  Long-Ifland.  ' 

One  of  the  fhlps  entered  the  bay  of  the  North  river,  fe- 


*  T.  Dixwell,  efq.  one  of  Charles  I. 's  jiidges,and  excepted 
out  of  the  general  pardon,  li\ed  many  years  at  Nev.  -Faveii 
(hicog.)  in  quality  of  a  country  merchant  :  lir  Edmond 
Androfs,  in  one  of  his  tours  th  ough  the  colony  of  Connec- 
ticut, faw  him  there  at  church,  and  ft:  ongly  fufpecred  him 
to  be  one  of  the  regicides.  In  his  Lift  illnefs,  he  revealed 
himfeif  to  the  minifter  of  the  tow  n,  and  ordered  a  fmall 
ftcne  to  be  fet  at  the  head  of  his  grave,  w  hich  1  have  ofieu 
feen  there,  infcribed,  T.  D.  efq.  While  at  t,ew-K;;ven,  he 
went  under  the  name  of  John  Davis, 
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veral  days  before  the  reft  ;  and  as  fcon  as  they  were  all 
come  up,  Stuyvefant  lent  a  letter,  dated  ^  of  Augi.ft,  at 
fort  Anil,  directed  to  the  commanders  of  the  Engfifh  fri- 
gates, by  John  Declyer,  one  of  the  chief  council,  the  rev. 
John  Megapolenfis,  minifter,  Paul  Lunder  Vander  Grilft, 
major,  andmr.  Samuel  Megapolcnfis,  doctor  in  phyfic,  with 
the  utmoft  civility,  to  dcfi  e  the  realon  of  their  approach, 
and  continuing  in  the  harbour  of  Naijarlij,  without  giving 
notice  to  the  Dutch, -Nvhich  (he  writes)  they  ought  to  have 
done. 

Col.  Nicolls  anfwered  the  next  day  with  a  fummons. 

To  the  honorable  tjie  governors,  and  chief  council  at  the 
Manhattens, 

Right  worthy  firs, 

<^  T  Received  a  letter  by  fome  worthy  perfons  intrufted 
X  by  you,  bearing  date  the  of  Auguft,  deliring  to 
know  the  inrent  of  the  approach  of  the  Englifti  frigates  ; 
in  return  of  which,  I  think  it  fit  to  let  you  know,  that  his 
majefty  of  Great  Britain,  whofe  right  and  tide  ♦^o  thefc 
parts  of  America  is  unq^aeftionable,  well  knowing,  how 
much  it  delegates  from  his  crown  and  dignity,  to  fuffer  any 
foreigners,  how  near  foever  they  be  allied,  to  ufui  p  a  do- 
minion, and,  v/itliout  his  majefty's  royal  confent,  to  inhabit 
in  thefe,  or  any  o  her  of  his  majefty*s  territories,  hath 
commanded  me,  in  his  name,  to  require  a  furrender  of  all 
fuch  forts,  towns,  or  places  of  ftrength,  w  hich  are  now 
poUefled  by  the  Dutch,  under  your  commands ;  and  in  his 
majefty's  name,  I  do  demand  the  town,  fttuate  on  the  ifland 
commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Manhatoes,  with  all  the 
forts  thereunto  belonging,  to  be  rendered  unto  his  majefty's 
obedience  and  proteSion,  into  my  hands.  I  am  further 
commanded  to  aflure  you,  and  every  refpeiftive  inhabitant 
gf  the  Dutch  na.ion,  that  his  majefty,  being  tender  of  the 
effufion  of  chriftian  blood,  doth  by  thefe  prefents,  confirm 
and  fecu:  e  to  every  man  his  eftate,  life,  and  liberty,  who 
ftiall  readily  fubmit  to  his  government.  And  all  thofe, 
who  ftiall  oppofe  his  majefty's  gracious  intention,  muft 
cxpecl:  all  the  miferies  of  a  war,  which  they  bring  upon 
themfelves.  I  fiiall  expevft  your  anfwer  by  thefe  gentlemen, 
colonel  George  Carteret,  one  of  his  majefty's  commiflioa- 
ers  in  America  ;  captain  Roben  Necdham,  captain  Edward 
Groves,  and  mr.  Thomas  Delavall,  whom  you  will  enter- 
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tain  with  fuch  civility  as  is  due  to  them  ;  and  yourfelves 
aiid  yours,  lhall  receive  the  fame,  from, 

"  Worthy  firs, 
*^  Dated  on  board  his  your  very  humble  fervant, 

majelly's  fhip,  the  Richard  ^icolls." 

Guyny,  riding  be- 
fore Naych,  the  |5 
of  Aug,  1664. 

Mr.  St\r/T-efant  promi  fed  an  ar.fwer  to  the  fummons  the 
next  mo-niug,  and  in  the  mean  time  convened  the  council 
and  bu  'ffomaHe  'S.  The  Dutch  governor  was  a  good  foUier, 
and  had  loll  a  leg  in  the  fervice  of  the  Hates.  Ke  would 
willingly  have  made  a  defence  :  vnd  refufed  a  fight  of  the 
fummons,  bo  Ji  to  the  inhabicants  aiid  burgomafters,  lell 
theeafy  te  ms  offe;  ed,  might  induce  them  to  capitulate.  The 
latcer,  however,  infilled  upon  a  copy,  thet  they  might 
communicate  it  to  the  la^e  mn-gilti  ates  and  principal 
burghers.  They  called  together  the  i)  habitants  at  the  ftadt- 
houfe,  and  acquainted  them  with  the  governor's  rcfufai. 
Governor  Winthrop,  a<-  the  fame  time,  wrote  to  the  di- 
recftor  a-,  d  his  council,*fl  or::2;ly  recommending  afurrender. 
On  the  2  2-1  of  Aiigv.it,  the  bu/gomaft«rs  came  again  into 
council,  and  deuced  to  know  the  contents  of  the  Englifh 
mcilage  f  om  governor  Winthrop,  whicli  Stuyvefant  flill 
rt  fifed.  They  continued  their  importunity  ;  and  he,  in  a 
fit  of  ang^". ,  to 'e  it  to  piecee  :  upon  which  they  protefled 
agninft  the  a  ^t,  ajidall  its  confeqnenjes.  Determined  upon 
a  defence  of  the  country,  Stuyvefant  wrote  a  letter  in  an- 
fwer  to  the  fnmmo^is,  which,  as  it  is  hldorical  of  the  Dutch 
claim,  will  loubtlefs  be  acceptable  to  the  reader.  The  fol- 
lowinn;  is  an  exa(;t  triui.'cript  of  the  record. 
My  k>  ds, 

**  ^  JUB.  Hrft  letter,  unfigned,  of  the  Augufl,  together 
1  w'  zh  that  of  this  day,  fignc  d  according  to  form,  be- 
inr^  tae  fi;ft  of  September,  have  been  fafely  delivered  into 
oar  hands  by  your  dep' ties  ;  imto  which  we  fhall  fay,  tiiat 
the  rights  of  his  majefty  of  England,  unto  any  part  of 
America  hereabout,  amon^^ft  the  reft,  unto  the  colonies 
of  Vir'Tlnia.  Maryland,  or  o  hers  in  New-England,  whe- 
ther difpuiable  or  not,  is  that  which,  for  the  prefcnt,  we 
have  no  defign  to  debate  upon  But  that  his  majefly  hath  an 
indirp^itable  right,  to  all  the  lands  in  the  no  th  parts  of 
A'.me  ica,  is  that,  which  the  kings  of  France  and  Spain  will 
disallow,  as  we  abfolutely  do,  by  virtue  of  a  commillion 
given  to  me,  by  my  lords,  tiie  high  and  mighty  ftates  ge- 
neral, to  be  governor  general,  ovc^New-HoUaiid,  the  illc 
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of  Curacoa,  Bonalfe,  Aruba,  with  their  appurtenances  anri 
dependencies,  bearing  date  the  26th  of  July,  1646  ;  as  alfo 
by  virtue  of  a  grant  and  commiflion,  given  by  my  laid  lords, 
the  high  and  mighty  dates- general,  to  tlie  Weft-India  compa- 
ny, in  the  yea^  1621,  with  as  much  power  and  as  authentic, 
as  his  faid  raajefty  of  England  haih  given,  or  can  give,  to 
any  colony  in  America,  as  more  fally  appears  by  the  patent 
and  commillion  of  the  faid  lords  the  (tates  general,  by  them 
fig!ied,  re^iftered,  and  fealed  with  their  great  feal,  which 
were  fhowed  to  your  deputies,  colonel  George  Carteret,  cap- 
tain Robert  Needham,  captain  Edward  Groves,  and  mr, 
Tho  iias  Delavall  ;  by  which  commiliion  aud  patent,  toge- 
ther (to  deal  frankly  with  you)  and  by  divers  letters,  fign- 
ed  and  fealed  by  our  faid  lords,  the  ftates  general,  direcfled 
to  feveral  perlbns,  both  Englirii  and  Dutch,  inhabiting  the 
towns  and  villages  on  Long  Ifland,  (which,  without  doubt, 
have  been  produced  before  you,  by  thofe  inhabitants)  by 
\vhich  they  are  declared  and  acknowledged  to  be  their 
fabjetfts,  with  exprefs  command,  that  they  continue  faithful 
unto  them,  under  penalty  of  incurrUig  their  utmort  difplea- 
f:ire,  wliicli  makes  it  appear  more  clear  than  .he  fun  at 
noon-day,  that  your  firft  foundation,  viz.  that  the  right 
and  title  of  his  majefty  of  Great  Britain,  to  thefe  pa.  ts  of 
America,  is  unqueilionable,  is  abfolutely  to  be  denied. 
IMoreover,  it  is  without  difpute,  and  acknowledged  by  the 
world,  that  our  predeceflbrs,  by  virtue  of  the  commiffion 
and  patent  of  the  faid  lords,  the  ftates  general,  have,  with- 
out controul  and  peaceably  (the  contrary  never  coming  to 
our  Knowledge)  enjoyed  fort  Orange,  about  4^  or  50  years, 
the  Manhattans  about  41  or  42  years,  the  South  river  40 
years,  and  the  Frelh  Water  river  about  ^6  years. 

Touching  the  fecond  fiibject  of  your  letter,  viz.  His 
majefty  hath  commanded  me,  in  his  nam.e,  to  require  a  lur* 
render  of  all  fach  forts,  towns,  or  places  of  ftrength,  which 
now  are  poHtided  by  the  Dutch,  under  your  command  we 
fliall  ?nfwer,  th-^t  we  are  fo  confident  of  the  dilcretion  and 
equity  of  his  majefty  of  Great  Britain,  that  in  cafe  his  ma- 
jefty were  infonned  of  the  truth,  which  is,  that  the  Dutch 
came  not  into  thefe  provinces,  by  any  violence,  but  by  vir- 
tue of  commiftions  from  my  lords,  the  ftates  general,  firft 
of  all  in  the  years  1614,  1615,  and  1616,  up  the  North  Ri- 
ver near  fort  Orange,  where,  to  hinder  the  invaftons  and 
niaflacres,  commonly  committed  by  the  favages,  they  built 
a  little  fort,  and  after  in  the  year  1622,  and  even  to  this 
prefent  time,  by  vinue  of  commiffion  and  grant,  to  the  go- 
vernors of  the  Weft  India  company  ;  and  moreover,  in  the 
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year  1656,  a  grant  to  the  honourable  the  burgomaflers  of 
Amfterdam,  of  the  South  River  ;  infomuch,  that  by  virtue  of 
the  abovefaid  commiliions  from  the  high  and  mighty  ftates 
general,  given  to  the  perfons  interefted  as  aforelaid,  and 
others, thefe  provinces  have  been  governed,  and  confcquent- 
ly  enjoyed,  as  alfo  in  re<j;ard  of  their  firft  difcovery,  imin- 
terrupied  pollellions,  and  purchafe  of  the  lands  of  the: 
princes,  natives  of  the  country,  and  Other  jprivate  perfoni 
(though  gentiles)  we  make  no  doubt,  that  if  his  faid  ma- 
jefty  of  Great  Britain,  were  well-informed  of  thefe  paf- 
lages,  he  would  be  too  judicious  to  grant  fuch  an  order, 
principally  in  a  time  when  there  is  fo  ftrait  a  friendihip, 
and  confederacy,  between  our  faid  lords  and  fuperiors,  to 
trouble  us  in  the  demanding  and  fummons  of  the  placef 
and  fortrefles,  which  were  put  into  our  hands,  with  order 
to  maintain  them,  in  the  name  of  the  faid  lords,  the  ftates 
general,  as  was  made  appear  to  your  deputies,  under  the 
names  and  feal  of  the  ^id  high  and  mighty  ftaies  general, 
dated  the  28th  of  July  1646.  Befides  what  hath  been  men- 
tioned, there  is  little  probability,  that  his  faid  majelry  of 
England  (in  regard  the  articles  of  peace  are  piinted,  and 
were  recommended  to  us  to  obferve  ferionfly  and  exadtly^ 
by  a  letter  written  to  us  by  our  faid  lords,  the  ftaies  gei:eral, 
and  to  caufe  them  to  be  obferved  religioufly  in  this  coun- 
try) would  give  order  touching  fo  dangerous  a  deftgn,  being 
alfo  fo  apparent,  that  none  other  than  my  faid  lords,  the 
ftates  general,  have  any  right  to  thefe  provinces,  and  con- 
fequently  ought  to  command  and  maintain  their  fubje(fts, 
and  in  their  abfence,  we,  the  governor  general,  are  obliged, 
to  maintain  their  rights,  and  to  repel  and  take  revenge  of 
all  threatenings,  unjuft  attempts,  or  any  force  whatfoever, 
that  fliall  be  committed  againft  their  faithful  fubjed:s  and 
inhabitants  ;  it  being  a  very  conftderable  thing,  to  affront 
fo  mighty  a  ftate,  althou2;h  it  were  not  againft  an  ally  and 
confederate.  Conlequently,  if  his  faid  majefty  (as  it  is  fit) 
were  well  infonned,  of  all  that  could  be  fpoken  upon  this 
flibjedl,  he  svoiild  not  approve  of  what  expreffions  were 
mentioned  in  your  letter  ;  which  are,  that  you  are  com- 
manded by  his  majefty,  to  demand  in  his  name,  fuch  places 
and  fortrefles  as  are  in  the  poflellion  of  the  Dutch  under 
my  govemment ;  which,  as  it  appears  by  my  commiffion, 
before  mentioned,  was  given  me  by  my  lords,  the  high  and 
mighty  ftates  general.  And  there  is  lefs  ground  in  the  ex- 
prefs  demand  of  my  government,  iince  all  the  world 
knows,  that  about  three  years  ago,  jTome  Englifh  frigates 
l?eing  on  thq  coaft  of  Africa,  uppn  a  pretended  comiuilfioiv 
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they  did  demand  certain  places  under  the  government  of  our 
faid  lords,  the  llates  general,  as  Cape  Vert,  river  of  Gam- 
bo,  and  all  other  places  in  Guyny,  to  them  belonging.  Up- 
on which,  our  faid  lords,  the  ftates  general,  by  virtue  of  the 
articles  of  peace,  having  made  appear  the  laid  attempt  to 
his  majefty  of  England,  they  received  a  favourable  an- 
fvver,  his  faid  majefty  difallowing  all  fucli  a(5ls  of  hoftility, 
as  might  have  been  done,  and,  belides,  gave  order,  that  re- 
ftitution  Ihould  be  made,  to  the  Eaft  India  company,  of 
whatfoever  had  been  pillaged,  in  the  faid  river  of  Gambo  ; 
and  likewife  rellored  them  to  their  trade,  which  makes  us 
think  it  necefiary,  that  a  more  exprefs  order  Ihould  appea* 
unto  us,  as  a  fufficient  warrant  for  us,  towards  my  lords, 
the  high  and  mighty  ftates  general,  ftnce  by  virtue  of  our 
faid  commiffion,  we  do,  in  thefe  provinces,  reprefent  them, 
as  belonging  to  them,  and  not  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
except  his  faid  majefty,  upon  better  grounds,  make  it  ap- 
pear to  our  faid  lords,  the  ftates  general^  againft  which  they 
may  defend  themfelves,  as  they  lhall  think  fit.  To  con- 
clude :  we  cannot  but  declare  unto  you,  though  the  gover- 
nors and  commiftioncrs  of  his  majefty  have  div  jrs  times 
quarrelled  with  us,  about  the  bounds  of  the  jurifdiiftion 
of  tlie  high  and  mighty  the  ftates  general,  in  thefe  parts, 
yet  they  never  queftioned  their  jurifdiclion  itfelf ;  on  the 
contrary,  in  the  year  1650,  at  Hartford,  and  the  laft  year 
at  Bofton,  they  treated  with  us  upon  this  fubjecl,  which  is 
a  fufiicient  proof,  that  his  majefty  hath  never  been  well-in- 
formed, of  the  equity  of  our  caufe,  inftmuck  as  we  cannot 
imayne,  in  regard  of  the  articles  of  peace,  between  the 
crown  of  England  and  the  ftates  general,  (imder  whom 
there  are  fo  many  fubjedis  in  America,  as  well  as  Europe) 
that  his  faid  majefty  of  Great-Britain  would  give  a  com- 
miftion  to  moleft  and  endamage  the  fubjedts  of  my  faid 
lords,  the  ftates  general,  elpecially  fuch,  as  ever  fince  50, 
40,  and  the  lateft  36  years,  have  quietly  enjoyed  their  lands, 
countries,  forts,  and  inheritances  ;  and  lei's,  that  his  fub- 
]ects  would  attempt  any  adls  of  hoftility,  or  violence  againft 
them :  and  in  cafe  that  you  will  ad:  by  force  of  arms,  we 
proteft  and  declare,  in  the  name  of  our  faid  lords,  the 
ftates  general,  before  God  and  men,  tliat  you  will  ad:  an 
unjuft  violence,  and  a  breach  of  the  articles  of  peace,  fo 
folemnly  fworn,  agreed  upou,  and  ratified  by  his  majefty 
of  England,  and  my  lords,  the  ftates  general,  and  the  ra- 
ther, for  that  to  prevent  the  ftiedding  of  blood,  in  the 
month  of  February  laft,  we  treated  with  captain  John  Scott, 
(who  reported  he  had  a  commifiion  from  his  faid  majefty) 
touching  the  limits  of-^ong  Jfland,  and  concluded  for  th«; 
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§)ace  of  a  year  ;  that  in  tlie  mean  time,  the  bufniefs  might 
be  treated  on  between  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  my 
lords,  the  high  and  mighty  Hates  general :  and  again,  at 
prefent,  for  the  hindrance  and  prevention  of  all  differences, 
and  the  fpilling  of  innocent  blood,  not  ciiiy  in  thefe  parts, 
but  alfo  in  Europe,  we  offer  unto  you,  a  treaty  by  our  de- 
puties, mr.  Cornelius  Van  Ruyven,  fecretary,  and  receiver 
®f  New  Holland,  Cornelius  Steenwick,  burgomafter,  rar. 
Samuel  Megapolenfis,  docftor  of  pliyfic,  and  mr.  James 
Coulleau,  heretofore  Iheriff.  As  touching  the  threats  in  your 
conclufion,  we  have  nothing  to  anfwer,  only  that  we  fear 
nothing,  but  what  God  (who  is  as  jqli  as  merciful)  fhall 
lay  upon  us  ;  all  things  being  in  his  gracious  difpofal,  and 
we  may  as  well  be  preferved  by  him,  with  fmall  forces,  as 
by  a  great  army,  which  makes  us  to  wifli  you  all  happinefs 
and  profperity,  and  recommend  you  to  his  protccftion.  My 
lords,  your  thrice  humble  and  affecftionate  fervant  and 
friend,  iigned^  P.  Stuyvelant. — At  the  fort  at  Amfterdam, 
the  fecond  of  September,  new  itile,  1664." 

While  the  Dutch  governor  and  council  were  contending 
with  the  burgomaflers  and  people  in  the  city,  the  Englifh 
commiffionei'S  publifhed  a  proclamation*  in  the  country, 
encouraging  the  inhabitants  to  fubmit,  and  promifing  them 


*  It  was  in  thefs  words  :  Forafmuch  as  his  raajefty 
hath  fent  us  (by  commiflion  under  his  gi  eat  feal  of  England^ 
amongft  other  things,  to  expel,  or  to  reduce  to  his  majel- 
ty's  obedience  all  fuch  foreigners  as  without  his  majefty's 
leave  and  confent,  have  feated  themfelves  amonglt  any 
of  his  dominions  in  America,  to  the  prejudice  of  his  majef- 
ty's fubjecfts,  and  diminution  of  his  royal  dignity  ;  we,  his 
faid  majefty's  commiilioners,  do  declare  ard  promife,  that 
whofoever,  of  what  nation  foever,  v/ill,  i^pon  knowledge 
of  this  proclamation,  acknowledge  and  telHfy  thcmfeh  es, 
to  fubmit  to  this  his  majefty's  government,  as  his  good  fnb- 
jedts,  fliall  be  protected  in  his  majefty's  laws  and  juftice, 
and  peaceably  enjoy  whatfoever  God's  blefliug,  and  their 
own  honeft  induilry,  have  furniftied  them  with ;  and  all 
other  privileges,  with  his  majefty's  Englifli  fubje(5ls.  We 
have  caufed  this  to  be  publifhed,  that  we  might  prevent  all 
inconveniencies  to  others,  if  it  were  pcflible  :  however,  to 
clear  ourfelves  from  the  chatge  of  all  thofe  miferies,  that 
may  any  way  befall  fuch  as  live  hej;e,  and  will  [not]  ac- 
knowledge his  majefty  for  their  fovereign,  whom  God  pre- 
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the  king's  prote<ftion,  and  al!  the  privileges  of  fubj e<5ls:  and 
as  foon  as  they  difcovered  by  Stiiyvefaut's  letter,  that  he 
was  averfe  to  the  furrcnder,  officers  were  fent  to  beat  up  for 
jvolunteers  in  Middleborou^h,  Uliflen,  Jamaica,  and  Hemp- 
fted.  A  warrant  was  alfo  ilia ed  to  Hugh  Hide,  who  com- 
manded the  fquadron,  to  profecute  the  reduiftion  of  the 
fort  *  and  an  Englifh  fhip,  then  ti*ading  here,  was  prefled 
into  the  fervice.  fhefe  preparations  induced  Stuyvefant  to 
W-  ite  another  letter,  on  the  2>th  of  Auguft,  old  ftyle,  where- 
in, though  he  declares  that  he  would  Hand  theftorm,  yet  to 
prevent  the  fpiiling  of  blood,  he  had  fent  John  de  Decker, 
counfellor  of  ftate,  Cornelius  Van  Riven,  Secretary  and  re- 
ceiver, Cprnelius  Steenwyck,  major,  and  James  Coulleau, 
iheriif,  to  confolt,  if  poffible,  an  accommodation.  Nicolls, 
who  knew  the  difpolition  of  the  people,  anfwered  imme- 
diately from  Gravefend,  that  he  would  treat  about  nothing 
but  a  furrcnder.  The  Dutch  governor,  the  next  day,  agreed 
to  a  treaty  and  furrcnder,  on  condition  the  Englifh  and 
Dutch  limits  in  America,  were  fettled  by  the  crown  and  the 
ftates  general.  The  Englilli  deputies  were,  fir  Robert  Carr, 
George  Carteret,  John  Winthrop,  governor  of  Connecticut, 
Samuel  Wyllys,  one  of  the  afiiitants  or  council  of  that  colo- 
jiy,  and  Thomas  Clarke,  and  John  Pynchon,  commiflioners 
from  the  general  court  of  the  Mafiachufetts  bay,  who,  but  a 
little  before,  brought  an  aid  from  tliat  province.  What 
thefe  perfons  agreed  upon,  Nicolls  promifed  to  ratify.  At 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  of  the  27ch  of  Auguft,  1664, 
the  commiffioners,  on  both  fides,  met  at  the  governor's 
farm,  and  there  figned  the  following  articles  of  capitula- 
tion. 

Thefe  articles  following  were  confented  to  by  the  per- 
sons hereunder  fubfcribed,  at  the  governor's  bowery,  Aug. 
the  27th,  old  llile,  1664. 

].  "We  confent,  that  the  ftates  general,  or  the  Weft- 
India  company,  fliall  freely  enjoy  all  farms  and  houfes  (ex- 
cept fuch  as  are  in  the  forts)  and  that  within  fix  months, 
they  ftiall  have  free  liberty  to  tranfport  all  fuch  arms  and 
ammunition,  as  now  does  belong  to  them  ;  or  elfe  they  ihall 
t>e  paid  for  them. 

II.  All  public  lioufes  ftiall  contmue  for  the  ufes  which 
they  are  for. 

III.  All  people  fnall  ftill  continue  free  denizens,  and 
ftiall  enjoy  their  lands,  houfes,  goods,  wherefoever  they  are 
within  this  country,  and  difpofe  of  them  as  they  pleafe. 

IV.  "  If  any  inhabitant  have  a  mind  to  remove  himfelf, 
lie  fliall  have  a  year  and  fix  weeks  from  tliis  day,  to^  remove 


OF    NEW  YORK, 


33 


iiimfelf,  'wife,  children,  fervants,  goods,  and  to  difpoie  of 
iiis  lands  here. 

V.  "If  any  officer  of  ftate,  or  public  minifter  of  ftate, 
have  a  mind  to  go  for  England,  they  fhall  be  tranfportcd 
fraught  free,  in  his  majeity's  frigates,  when  thefe  frigates 
fiiall  return  thither. 

VI.  It  is  confented  to,  that  any  people  may  freely  come 
from  the  Netherlands,  and  plant  in  this  colony,  and  that 
Dutch  veflels  may  freely  come  hither,  and  any  of  the  Dutch 
may  fi-eely  return  home,  or  fend  any  fort  of  merchandize 
home,  in  veflels  ef  their  own  country. 

VII.  "  All  IhipB  from  the  Netherlands,  or  any  other  place, 
and  goods  therein,  fiiall  be  received  here,  and  fent  hence, 
after  the  manner  v»'hich  formerly  they  were,  before  our 
.coming  hither,  for  fix  months  next  enfuing. 

VIII.  The  Dutch  here  fliall  enjoy  the  liberty  of  their 
confciences  in  divine  worfhip  and  cliurch  difcipline. 

IX.  "  No  Dutchman  here,  or  Dutch  fliip  here,  fliall,upon 
any  occafion,  be  prefled  to  fei*ve  in  war  againft  any  nation 
whatlbever. 

X.  "  That  the  townlmen  of  the  Manhattans,  fhall  not 
have  any  (bldiers  quartered  upon  them,  without  being  fa- 
tisfied  and  paid  for  them  by  their  officers  ;  and  that  at  this 
prefent,  if  the  fort  be  not  capable  of  lodging  all  the  foldiers, 
then  the  burgomafter,  by  his  officers,  fhall  appoint  fomc 
houfes  capable  to  receive  them. 

XI.  "  The  Dutch  here  ffiall  enjoy  their  own  cnftoms 
cohceming  tiieir  inheritances. 

XII.  "  All  public  writings  and  records,  wliich  concern  the, 
inheritances  of  any  people,  or  the  reglement  of  the  church, 
or  poor,  or  orphans,  ffiall  be  carefully  kept  by  thofe  in 
whofe  hands  now  they  are  ;  and  f  'tich  writings  as  particular- 
ly concern  the  ftates  general,  may  at  any  time  be  feht  to 
them. 

XIII.  <'No  judgment  that  has  pafled  any  judicature  here, 
ffiall  be  called  in  quedion  ;  but  if  any  conceive,  that  he 
hath  not  had  juftice  done  him,  if  he  apply  himfelf  to  the 
ftates  general,  the  other  parity  ffiall  be  bound  to  anfwer  for 
the  fuppofed  injury. 

XIV.  If  any  Dutch,  living  here,  ffiall  at  any  time  de- 
fire  to  travel  or  traffic  into  England,  or  any  place,  or  plan- 
tatron,  in  obedience  to  his  majefty  of  England,  or  with  the 
Indians,  he  ffiall  have  (upon  his  reqneft  to  the  governdr) 
a  certificate  that  he  is  a  free  denii«n-  of  this  place,  and  li- 
feerty  to  dv>  fo. 

XV.  "  If  it  do  appear,  that  Acre  is  arpubHc  eiigaj^ement 
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of  debt,  by  the  town  of  tlie  Manhsttoes,  and  a  way  agreed 
on  for  the  fatisfyiiig  of  that  engagement,  it  is  agreed,  that 
the  fame  way  propofed  ftiall  go  on,  and  that  the  engage- 
ment fhall  be  latisfied. 

XVI.  *'A11  inferior  civil  ofncers and  magiftrates,  fliall  con- 
tinue as  now  they  are,  (if  they  pleafe)  till  the  cuftomarj' 
time  of  new  elec^tions  :  and  then  new  ones  to  be  chofen  by 
thcmfelves.  provided  that  fuch  new  chofen  magillrates  ihall 
take  the  oath  of  allegiar^^e  to  his  majefl^'  of  England, 
before  they  enter  upon  their  office. 

XVII.  "All  differences,  of  contracls  and  bargains  made 
before  this  day,  by  any  in  this  country,  fliall  be  determi- 
ned, according  to  the  manner  of  the  Dntch. 

XVIII.  "  If  it  do  appear,  that  the  Weft  India  compa- 
ny of  Amfterdam,  do  really  owe  any  fums  of  money  to  any 
perfons  liere,  it  iz  agreed  that  recognition,  and  other  du- 
ties payable  by  Ihips  going  for  the  Netherlands,  be  continu- 
ed for  fix  months  longer. 

XIX.  The  officers  military,  and  foldiers,  fhall  march 
out  with  their  arms,  drums  beating,  and  colours  flying,  and 
lighted  matches  ;  and  if  any  of  them  will  plant,  they  fnall 
have  fifty  acres  of  land  fet  out  for  them  ;  if  any  of  them 
will  ferve  as  fervants,  they  fhall  continue  with  all  fafety, 
and  become  free  denizens  afterwards. 

XX.  If  at  any  time  hereafter,  the  king  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  the  ilatcs  of  the  Netherland  do  agree  that  this 
place  and  countiy  bcrc-delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  faid 
flates,  whenfoever  his  majelly  will  fend  his  commands  to 
re-deliver  it,  it  fliall  immediately  be  done. 

XXI.  That  the  town  of  Manhattans  fhall  chocfe  de- 
puties, and  thofe  deputies  ffiall  have  free  voices  in  ail  pub- 
lic affairs,  as  much  as  any  other  deputies. 

XXII.  Thofe  v/ho  have  any  property  in  any  hcufes  in 
the  fort  of  Aurama,  fnall,  (if  they  pleafe)  flight  the  forti- 
fications there,  and  then  enjoy  all  their  houfes,  as  all  peo- 
ple do  w^here  there  is  no  fort. 

XXIII.  "  If  there  be  any  foldiers  that  will  go  into  Hol- 
land, and  if  the  company  of  Wefl-India  in  Amfterdam,  or 
any  private  perfons  here,  will  tranfport  them  into  Holland, 
then  they  fuall  have  a  fafe  paflport  from  col.  Richard  Ni- 
colls,  deputy-governor  under  his  royal  highnefs,  and  the 
other  commiflioners,  to  defend  the  fhips  that  fhall  tranfport 
fuch  foldiers,  and  all  the  goods  in  them,  from  any  furprifal 
or  adls  of  hollility,  to  be  done  by  any  of  his  majefty's  fhips 
or  fubjecTis.  That  the  copies  of  the  king's  grant  to  his 
royal  highnefs,  and  the  copy  of  his  royal  highnefs's  com- 
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jniffion  to  col.  Pcichard  NicoUs,  teftified  by  two  commif- 
fioncrs  more,  and  mr.  Winthrop,  to  be  true  copies,  lliall  be 
delivered  to  the  honourable  mr.  Stuyvefant,  ihc  prefent 
governor,  on  Monday  next,  by  eight  of  the  clock  in  the 
moiTiing,  at  tlie  Old  Miln  ;  and  thele  articles  confented  to, 
and  figned  by  col.  Richard  Nicolls,  deputy-governor  to  his 
royal  highneli,  and  that  within  tv/o  hours  after  the  fort 
and  town  called  New-Amlterdam,  upon  the  iile  of  Man- 
hatoes,  flrall  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  laid  colonel 
Richard  Nicolls,  by  the  fervice  of  fuch  as  fhall  be  by  him 
thereunto  deputed,  by  his  hand  and  feal. 

*^  John  de  Decker,  Nich.  Verleett,  Sam.  Megapolenfis, 
Cornelius  Steenv.ick,  Oloffe  Stevens  Van  Kortlant,  James 
Coufleau,  Rober:  Carr,  Geo.  Caiteret,  John  Winthrop, 
Sam.  Willys,  Thomas  Clarke,  John  Pinchon. 
"  I  do  ccnfent  to  thefe  articles, 

RICHARD  NICOLLS." 
Thefe  articles,  favourable  as  they  v/erc  to  the  inhabitants, 
were  ho^Tever  very  difagreeable  to  the  Dutch  governor  ; 
and  he  therefore  refuled  to  ratify  them,  till  two  days  after 
they  were  ligned  by  the  commifiioners. 

The  town  of  New-Amllerdam,  upon  the  reduclicn  of  the 
ifland  Manhattans,  took  the  name  of  New- York.  It  conlift- 
ed  of  feveral  fmall  ftreets,  laid  out  in  the  year  1656,  and 
was  not  inconfidei-able  for  the  number  of  its  houfcs  and  in- 
habitants. The  eafy  terms  of  the  capitulation,  promiled 
their  peaceable  fiibjection  to  the  new  government ;  and 
hence  we  find,  that  in  tv.o  days  afier  the  furrender,  tb.e 
Bodon  aid  was  difmiflcd,  with  the  thanks  of  the  commif- 
iioners to  the  general  court.  Hudfcn's  and  the  South  river 
were,  however,  ftill  to  be  reduced.  Sir  Roberc  Carr  com- 
manded the  expedition  on  Delaware,  and  Carteret  was 
coramifiioned  to  fr.bdue  the  Dutch  at  fort  Orange.  The 
garrifon  capitulated  on  the  24tli  of  September,  and  he  cal- 
led it  Albany,  in  honour  of  the  duke.  While  Carteret  was 
here,  he  had  an  interview  with  the  Indians  of  tlie  five  na- 
tions, and  entered  into  a  league  of  friendfnip  with  them, 
which  remarkably  continues  to  this  day*.  Sir  R.obert  Can- 
was  equally  fuccefsfal  on  South  river ;  for  he  compeiicd  both 


*  The  Dutch  were  fenfible  of  the  importance  of  preferv- 
ing  an  uninterrupted  amity  with  thofe  Indians,  for  they 
were  bodi  very  numerous  and  warlike.  The  Fiench  pur- 
fued  quite  different  meafurcs,  and  tlie  irruptions  of  th&le 
tribes,  according  to  their  own  authors,  have  cf:cn  reduced 
Canada  to  the  brink  of  ruin. 
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the  Dutch  and  Swedes,  to  capitulate  and  deliver  up  their 
garrifons  the  firft  of  Oclober,  1664  ;  and  that  was  the  day 
in  which  the  whole  New-Netherlands  became  fubjed;  to  the 
JEnglifli  crown.  Very  few  of  the  inhabitants  thought  proper 
to  remove  ont  of  the  country.  Governor  Stiiyvefant  him- 
felf  held  his  eftate,  and  died  here.  His  remains  were  infer- 
red in  a  chapel,  which  he  had  erevfted  on  his  own  farm,  at  a 
finall  diftance  from  the  city,  now  poflefled  by  his  grandfon 
Gerardus  Stuyvefant,  a  man  of  probity,  who  has  been  eledl- 
ed  into  the  magiilracy,  above  thirty  years  fuccelfively.  Jnf- 
tice  obliges  me  to  declare,  that  for  loyalry  to  the  prefent 
reigning  family,  and  a  pure  attachment  to  the  proteftant 
religion,  the  defcendents  of  the  Dutch  planters,  are  per- 
haps exceeded  by  none  of  his  majefty's  fubje<5ls. 
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PART  II. 


From  the  furre?ider  hi  1664,  to  the  fetilement  at  the  re^joluih}.. 


RICHARD  NICOLLS  being  now  poflefled  of  the 
country,  took  the  government  upon  him,  under  the 
ftile  of  deputy- governor  under  his  royal  highnels  the 
duke  of  York,  of  £ul  his  territories  ir.  America."  During  his 
fhort  continuance  here,  he  pafled  a  vaft  number  of  grants 
and  confirmations  of  the  ancient  Dutch  patents,  the  profits 
of  which  muft  have  been  very  confiderable.  Among  thefe, 
no  one  has  occafioned  more  anima  ed  contention,  than  that 
called  the  Elizabethtown  grant,  in  Ncw-Jerfey  ;  wliich,  as 
it  relates  to  another  colony,  I  mould  not  have  mentioned, 
but  for  the  opportunity  to  caution  the  reader  againft  the 
reprefentation  ofthat  controverfy  contamed  in  Doi  glafs's 
fummary.  T  have  fufficient  rcafons  to  juftify  my  charging 
that  account  with  partiality  and  miftakes  ;  and  for  proofs, 
refer  to  the  piinted  anfwer  in  chancery,  publifhed  in  the 
year  1751. 

Befides  the  chief  command  of  this  province,  Nicolls  had 
a  joint  power*  with  fir  Robert  Carr,  Carteret,  and  Mave- 


*  The  commiilion  from  king  Charles  II.  was  dated  the 
26th  of  April  1664.  After  a  recital  «>f  difputes  concerning 
limits  in  New-England,  and  that  addrefles  had  been  fei^t 
home  from  the  Indian  natives,  complaining  of  abufes  le- 
ceived  from  the  Englifh  fubjedts  ;  the  commiilion ers,  or 
any  three  or  two  of  them,  of  which  Nicolls  was  to  be  one^ 
were  authorifed  to  vifit  the  New -England  colonies^  and  dc* 
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rick,  to  fettle  the  contefted  boundaries  of  certain  great  pa- 
tents. Hence  we  find,  that  three  of  them  had  a  conference 
with  feveral  gentlemen  from  Connecfticut,  refpedting  the 
limits  of  this  and  that  colony.  The  refult  was  an  adjudica- 
tion, in  rhele  words : 

By  virtue  of  his  majefty's  commiffion,  we  have  heard 
the  difference,  about  the  bounds  of  the  patents  granted  to 
his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  1  ork,  and  his  majefty's  co- 
lony of  Connecticut,  and  having  deliberately  conhdered  all 
the  rcafons  alleged  by  mr.  Allyn,  fen.  mr.  Gold,  mr. 
Richards,  and  captain  Winthrop,  appointed  by  the  aflem- 
bly,  held  at  Hartford,  the  13th  of  Ocftober,  1664,  to  accom- 
pany John  Winthrop,  efq.  the  governor  of  his  majefty's 
colony  of  Connefticu:,  to  xSewYork,  and  to  agree  upon  the 
bounds  of  the  faid  colony,  why  the  laid  Long  Ifland  fhould 
be  under  the  government  of  Connecticut,  wliich  are  too 
loiT  g  here  to  be  reci  ed,  we  do  decla"  e  and  order,  that  the 
fo.i'^hern  bounds  of  his  majefty's  colony  of  Connecticut,  is 
the  fea,  and  that  Long  Ifland  is  to  be  under  the  govern- 
ment of  nis  royal  high  iefs  die  duke  of  York,  as  is  exprefled 
by  plain  words,  in  the  laid  patents,  refpecftively,  and  alfo 
by  virtue  of  his  majefty's  commiffion,  and  the  tonfent  of 
bodi  the  governc -s  and  the  gentlemen  above  named.  We 
alfo  o  'de  and  declare,  rhuc  the  creek,  or  river,  called  Ma- 
ma oneck,  which  is  reputed  to  be  about  thirteen  miles  to 
the  eaft  o^  \7eit-cliefter,  and  a  line  drawn  from  the  eaft 
paint  or  lide,  where  the  frelh  water  falls  into  ihe  fait,  at 
high  wa  ;er  mark,  north-north  weft  to  the  line  of  the  Maf- 
fach  jie:ts,  be  the  %vcftern  bounds  of  the  faid  colony  of  Con- 
nerrljut,  and  all  plan  lai  ions  lying  weftw^rd  of  that  creek 
and  line  fo  di  aw:i,  to  be  under  his  '  oyal  highnefs's  govern- 
ment ,  and  all  i^iantations  lying  eaftward  of  that  creek  and 
line  to  be  under  the  government  of  Connev5licut.  Given 
under  our  hands,  at  James's  fort  in  New  York,  on  the  ifland 
of  Manhar.mi,  this  ill  day  of  December,  1664. 

RicliTrd  Xicolls,  George  Carterer,  S.  Maverick." 

We  die  governor  and  commifliioners  of  the  genera!  af- 
femblv  of  Connecticut,  do  give  our  confent  to  the  limits 
and  bounds  above-mentioned,  as  witnefs  our  hands, 

  Gold,  John  Winthrop,  jun.  JohnWinthrop,  fen. 

 >-^llen,  fen.  Richards." 


termine  all  complaints,  mili  aiy,  civil,  and  criminal,  accord- 
ing to  rhei"  discretion,  and  fuch  inftructions^  as  they  might 
receive  from  the  crown. 
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At  the  time  of  this  determinaticn,  about  two  thirds  of 
Long  Illand  were  poflefled  by  people  from  New-iingiand, 
who  liad  gradually  encroached  upon  the  Dutch.  As  to  the 
fettlement  between  New  York  and  Connctfiicut  on  the 
main,  it  has  always  been  confidercd  l)y  the  former,  as 
founded  upon  ignorance  and  f  aud*.  The  llation  at  Is^iania- 
roneck  was  about  30  miles  from  New  \ork,  fiom  Albar.y 
150.  The  general  couile  of  the  river  is  about  north  12  or 
1 5  o  ealt  :  and  hence  it  is  evident,  that  a  north  nOi  th  weft 
line  will  foon  interfecT:  the  river,  and  confequently  leave 
the  Dutch  country,  but  a  little  before  furrendered  to  col. 
Carteret,  otit  of  the  province  of  New-\ork.  It  has  been 
generally  efteemcd,  that  the  Connecfticut  commiflioners  in 
this  affiir,  took  advantage  of  the  did<:e's  agentS,  who  were 
ignorant  of  tlie  geocraphy  of  the  country. 

About  the  dole  of  the  year,  the  eita:e  of  the  WeftTndia 
company  was  feized  and  confifcated,  hoiHliLiea  being  ac- 
tually  commenced  in  Europe  as  well  as  America,  tiiough  no 
declarations  of  war  had  yet  been  publiflied  by  either  of  the 
contending  parties.  A  great  difputc  between  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Jamaica  on  Long  Hland,  wliich  was  adjufted  by  col. 
NicoUs,  on  the  2d  of  January,  1665,  gave  rife  to  a  falutary 
inftitution,  which  has  in  part  obtained  everfince.  The  con- 
troverfy  rcfpe(fled  Indian  deeds  ;  and  theiicefovth  it  was 
ordained,  that  no  purchafe  from  the  Indians,  without  the 
governor's  licenfe,  executed  in  his  prefence,  fhoiild  be  valid, 
'f  he  Itrength  and  numbers  of  the  natives  rendered  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  purchafe  their  rights  ;  and  to  prevent  their  fic-  ^ 
quent  felling  the  fame  tracft,  it  was  expedient,  that  die  ba  - 
gain  fhould  be  attended  with  fome  conliderabk  Iblem- 
nity. 

Another  inftance  of  col.  Nicclls's  prudence,  wr.s  his  gra- 
dual introdiid:ion  of  the  Englifh  methods  of  gcvevnmcnt. 
It  was  not  till  the  12th  of  june,  this  year,  thai  he  incorpo- 
rated the  inhabitants  of  New  York,  under  the  a  c  of  a 
mayor;  live  aldermen,  and  a  fheriff.  Till  this  time,  the  ci- 
ty was  rtdf  d  by  a  fcout,  burgomalters,  and  fchepens. 

In  March  piecedhig,  there  was  a  great  convemion,  be- 
fore the  governor  at  Heuipftead,  of  two  depittics  from 
ever}'  town  on  Long  Ifland,  empowered  to  bind  their  ccn^ 
ftituents.  The  defign  of  their  meeting  was  to  adjull  tlie  li- 


*  The  town  of  Rye  was  fettled  under  Connecticut ;  and 
the  grant  from  that  colony  is  bpundcd  by  tiiis  line  of  di- 
vifion.  s 
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mits  of  their  townfhips  for  the  prefervation  of  the  public 
peace. 

The  war  bemg  proclaimed  at  London,  on  the  fourth  of 
this  month,  Nicolls  received  the  account  of  it  in  June,  with 
a  letter  from  the  lord  chancellor,  informmg  him,  that  de 
Ruyter,  the  Dutch  admiral,  had  orders  to  vilit  New  York. 
His  lordfliip  was  mifinformed,  or  the  admiral  was  diverted 
f  om  the  enterprife  ;  for  the  Englifti  peaceably  held  the 
poiTeffion  of  the  country  during  the  whole  war,  which  was 
concluded  on  the  21ft  of  July,  1667,  by  the  ti'eat^'  of  Breda. 
Some  are  of  opinion,  that  the  exchange  made  with  the 
Dutch  for  Surinam,  which  they  had  taken  from  us,  was  ad- 
vantageous to  the  nation  :  but  thefe  judges  do  not  confider, 
that  it  would  have  been  impoffible  for  the  Dutch  to  have 
p-efe  ved  this  colony  againll  the  increafing  ftrength  of  the 
people  in  New- Ml  gland,  Maiyland,  and  Virginia. 

After  an  adminift*'ation  of  th^  ee  years,  Nicolls  returned 
to  England.  The  time,  during  his  fhoit  refidence  here,  was 
almoft  wholly  taken  up  in  confirming  the  ancient  Dutch 
grants.  Fe  ere(fted  no  courts  of  juftice,  but  took  upon  him- 
felf  the  fole  decifion  of  all  controverfies  whatfoever.  Com- 
plaiuts  came  before  him  by  petition  ;  upon  which  he  gave 
a  day  to  the  parties,  and,  after  a  fummavy  hearing,  pro- 
nounced jndgment.  His  detenninations  were  called  edidls, 
and  executed  by  the  IherifFs  he  had  appointed.  It  is  much 
to  his  honour,  that  notwithllanding  all  this  plenitude  of 
power,  he  governed  the  province  with  iritegi'ity  and  mode- 
ration. A  rep 'efentarion  from  the  inhabitants  of  Long 
Ifland,  to  the  general  court  of  Connecticut,  made  about  the 
time  of  the  revolution,  commends  him  as  a  man  of  an  ea{y 
and  benevolent  difpofition  ;  and  this  teftimonial  is  the  more 
to  be  »-elied  upon,  becaufe  the  defign  of  the  writers,  was  by 
a  detail  of  their  grievances,  to  induce  the  colony  of  Con- 
necticut to  take  them  under  its  immediate  protec'tion. 

F'*ancis  Lovelace,  a  colonel,  was  appointed  by  the  duke, 
to  fucceed  Nicolls  m  the  govenunent  of  the  province,  which 
he  beg^n  to  ex(  rcife  in  May,  1667.  As  he  was  a  man  of 
g  eat  moderation,  the  people  lived  very  peaceably  under 
him,  till  the  re-furrender  of  the  colony,  which  put  an  end 
to  his  power,  and  is  the  only  event,  that  lignalized  his  ad- 
miniftiation. 

The  ambitious  defigns  of  Louis  XIV.  againft  the  Dutch, 
gave  rife  to  our  war  with  1  he  ftates  general  in  1672.  Charles 
11.  a  prince  fimk  in  pleafuves,  pvofligate,  and  poor,  was 
eafily  detached  f  on  his  alliance  with  the  Dutch;  by  the 
intrigues  and  pecuni;iry  promifes  of  the  French  khig.  The 
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following  paflage  fi'om  a  fine  WTiter*,  fhoAvs  that  his  pre- 
tences for  entering  into  the  war,  were  pertecftly  gioundleis 
and  trifling. 

The  king  of  England,  on  his  fide,  reproached  them  v,  idi 
difrefpetft,  in  not  diie»5ting  their  fleet  to  lower  the  flag  be- 
fore an  Englifh  fhip  ;  and  they  were  alio  accufc  J  in  regard 
to  a  certain  picfture,  wheiein  Cornelias  de  Witt,  brother  to 
the  penfionaiy,  was  painted  with  the  attributes  oi  a  conque- 
ror. Ships  were  reprefenied  in  the  back  groimcL  of  tlie  piece, 
either  taken  or  burnt.  Cornelius  de  Witt,  who  had  really 
had  a  great  fhare  in  the  maritime  exploits  againlt  England, 
had  permitted  this  trifling  memorial  of  his  glory:  but  the 
pi(fture,  which  was  in  a  manner  unkr.own,  was  depofitedin 
a  chamber  wherein  fcarce  any  body  ever  enteied.  The 
Englifh  niinifters,  who  prefented  tiie  complaints  of  their 
kingagainfl  Holland,  in  Avriting,  therehi  menrioi.ed  c  ertain 
abufive  pic^tures.  The  ilates,'  who  always  tvanfiated  the  me- 
morials of  ambafladovs  into  French,  hnvlng neni'.ered  abu- 
five, by  the  words  faniifs  frciripeurSy  they  replied,  tliatthey 
did  not  know  what  thefe  roguijb  piihirss  (ca  iahicaax 
trompeurs )  were.  In  reality,  it  never  in  the  lead  entered 
into  their  tlionghts,  that  it  conceriicd  lliLs  portrait  of  one 
of  their  citizens  ;  nor  did  they  ever  conceive  this  could  be 
a  pretence  for  declaring  war." 

A  few  Dutch  fhips  arrived  the  year  after,  on  the  ;3oth  of 
July,  under  Staten  ifland,  at  the  dillance  of  a  few  miles 
ifrom  the  city  of  New  Yoik.  John  M  aiming,  a  cap:ain  of  an 
independent  company,  had  at  that  time  the  command  of  the 
fort,  and  by  a  meilcnger,  fent  dcwn  to  the  fquadion,  treach- 
eroufly  made  his  peace  with  the  enem^*.  On  that  very  day, 
the  Dutch  fhips  came  up,  moored  under  the  fort,  landed 
their  men,  and  entered  the  garrifon,  without  gi^in^^  or  re- 
ceiving a  fhot.  A  council  of  war  was  afcei  wards  held  at  the 
ftadt  houfe,  at  which  were  prefent 

Cornelius  Evertfe,  jun,  Jacob  Benkes,  commodores.  An-» 
thony  Colve,  Nicholas  Bowes,  Abraham  Ferd.  Van  Zyll, 
captains. 

All  the  magiilrates  and  conftables  from  Eaft  jerfey,  Long 
Ifland,  Efopus,  and  Albany,  ^^'ere  immediately  fummoned 
to  New  York  ;  and  the  major  part  of  them  fwore  allegiance 
to  the  flates  general,  and  the  prince  of  Orange.  Col.  Love- 
lace was  ordered  to  depait  the  p:  ovince,  but  afrerwards  ob- 
tained leave  to  return  to  England  with  commodore  Benkes. 


*  Voltaire's  age  of  Louis  XIV. 
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It  has  often  been  infilled  on^  that  this  conqiiefl  did  not  ex- 
tend to  the  whole  province  of  New  - jCi  fey  ;  but  upon  what 
foundation,  I  cannot  difcover.  Fiom  the  Dutch  records,  it 
appears,  that  deputies  we*  e  fent  by  the  people  mhabitmg 
the  country,  even  fo  far  Vvellward  as  Delaware  river,  Avho, 
in  the  n.^^me  of  their  principals,  made  a  declaration  of  their 
fabmiffion ;  m  return  for  which,  certam  pnvileges  were 
'  granted  to  them,  and  three  judicatories  eiet'tcd  at  Niewer 
Amftel,  Upland,  and  Hoer  Kill.  Colve's  commiffion  to  be 
governor  of  this  country  is  worth  p.  inting,  becaufc  it  fliov.  s 
the  extent  of  the  Dutch  claims.  Tiie  tranliation  runs  thus  : 
The  honourable  and  awful  council  of  war,  for  their 
high  mightinefles  the  ilatcs  general  of  the  L  nited  Nether- 
lands, and  his  ferene  highneft  the  prince  of  Grange,  ovei  a 
fquq.dron  of  fhips,  now  at  anchor  in  Hudfon's  nvei  in  New- 
Netherlands.  To  all  thofe  w  ho  fhall  fee  or  hear  thefe,  greet- 
ing. As  it  is  neceffary,  to  appoint  a  fit  and  able  pe:  ion,  to 
carry  tlie  chief  command  over  this  conqucll  of  New- 
Netherlanclf,  with  all  its  appendencics  and  dependencies 
from  Cape  Hinlopen,  on  the  fouth  lide  of  the  foudi  or  Dela- 
ware bay,  and  fifteen  miles  more  foutheily,  with  the  iaid 
bay  and  South  river  included;  fb  as  they  were  formerly 
pofleiled  by  the  clirecftors  of  the  city  of  Amfterdam,  and  af- 
ter, by  the  Englifli  government,  in  the  name  and  right  of 
the  duke  of  Yoik  ;  and  further  fi  om  the  faid  cape  of  Hin- 
lopen,  along  the  g^-eat  ocean,  to  the  eaft  end  of  Long  Ifland, 
and  Shelter  Ifland  ;  from  thence  weft^vard  to  the  middle  of 
the  Sonnd,  to  a  town  called  Greenwich,  on  the  main,  and  to 
run  landward  in,  northerly;  p  ovided  that  fuch  line  fliall 
not  come  v.  itliin  ten  miles  of  North  river,  confonnable  to  a 
provincial  treaty  made  in  1650,  and  ratified  by  the  ftates 
general,  Febiniaiy  2q,  1656,  and  January  2^,  1664;  with  all 
lands,  iflands,  rive  -  lakes,  killS;  creeks,  f  efh  and  fait  w^a- 
ters,  fortrelle3,  cities,  towns,  and  plantations  therein  com- 
p -ehended.  So  it  is,  that  we  being  fulliciently  afliired  of  the 
capaci  !;y  of  Anthony  Colve,  captain  of  a  company  of  foot, 
in  the  fc  -vi^e  of  their  high  mightinefles,  the  ftates  general 
of  tlie  United  Netiierlands,  and  his  ferene  higluiefs  the 
prince  of  Orange,  &c.  By  viitue  of  our  commifiion,  granted 
us  by  their  before  mentioned  high  might inefles  and  hishigh- 
nefs,  have  appointed  and  qualified,  as  we  do  by  thefe  pre- 
fents  appoint  and  qualify,  the  faid  captain  Anthony  Colve, 
to  govern  and  nile  thefe  lands,  w^ith  the  appendencies  and 
dependencies  thereof,  as  governor  general ;  to  prote(ft  them 
from  all  invafions  of  enemies,  as  he  fliall  judge  moft  necefia- 
ry  ;  hereby  charging  all  high  and  low  officers,  jullices^  ajid 
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jnagiftrates,  and  others  in  authority,  foldierS;  bnrghcrs,  and 
all  the  inhabitanjs  ot  this  land,  to  acknowledge,  honour, 
refpecl,  an  l  obey  the  faid  Anthony  Colve,  as  governoi-  ge- 
neral ;  for  fuch  we  jadge  neceflary,  for  the  fervice  of  the 
country,  wailing  the  approbation  of  our  principals.  ThViS 
done  at  fort  William  Henderi^k,  the  12th  day  of  Anguft, 
1673. 

"  Signed  by  Jacob  Benkes." 

Cornelius  Evertfe,  jun. 
The  Dutch  governor  enjoyed  his  office  but  a  very  fhort 
feafon ;  for  on  the  9ih  of  Febi  uaiy,  1674,  the  treaty  of 
peace  between  England  and  the  ilates  general  was  figned  at 
Weftminfter  ;  the  lixth  article  of  which,  reltored  this  couii- 
t>  y  ro  the  Englifh.  The  terms  of  it  were  ger.erally,  "  that 
\\  hat{bever  couniries,  illands,  towns^  ports,  caftles,  or  forts, 
have  or  fhall  be  taken  011  both  fides,  fince  the  tim^  that  the 
hite  unliappy  war  broke  out,  either  in  Europe  or  elfe^v-hel  e, 
fh-dl  be  rellored  to  the  former  lord  ."nd  proprietor,  in  the 
fune  condition  they  lhall  be  hi,  when  the  peace  iili-lffiirdl 
be  pr  oclaimed  ;  after  which  time;,  there  fliall  be  no  I'poil 
nor  plunder  of  the  inhabitants,  no  dcin-jlition  of  fortifica- 
tions, nor  carrying  away  of  guns,  pow  der  or  military  ftores, 
which  belonged  to  any  caftle  or  fo.t,  at  tlie  time  when  it 
was  taken." 

The  lenity,  which  began  the  adminift'*ation  of  col.  Ni- 
coUs,  was  continued  under  Lovelace.  He  appears  to  have 
been  a  man,  ratlier  of  a  pldegmr^tic  than  an  cnterprifir.g 
difpofiti on,  always  purfuuig  rhe  coiin-  oi'  road,  and  fcarcely 
ever  acting  without  the  aid  oi  his  council.  Irftead  of  taking 
upon  himielf  the  fole  de  ermination  of  judicial  controver- 
lies,  afier  the  example  of  his  p^  edeceilor,  he  celled  to  liis 
afliftancc  a  fev/  jtillices  of  the  peace.  This,  Vv^hich  v»as  cal- 
led the  court  of  aflizes*,  was  the  principal  law  judicatory  in 
thofe  times.  The  legillative  power  under  the  duke,  was 
vefted  entirely  ui  tlie  governo  •  and  ccmicil.  A  third  eftate 
might  then  be  eafily  difpenled  widi,  for  the  charge  of  tlie 


*  This  was  a  court  both  of  law  and  equity,  for  the  n  ial  of 
caufes  of  20I.  and  upwards,  and  ordinarily  fat  but  once  a 
year.  Subordinate  to  this,  were  the  to\\^l  courts  and  lef- 
lions  ;  the  former  took  cognizance  of  aclions  under  5I.  and 
the  latter,  of  fairs  between  that  fiiui  and  twenty  pounds  : 
feven  conftables  and  overleers  were  jivlges  in  the  firil :  and 
in  tlt^  laft,  the  juftices  of  the  peace,  with  a  jury  of  feven 
men.  The  verdidl  of  the  majo'  ity  was  fufficient. 
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province  was  fm all  f,  and  in  a  great  meaftire  defrayed  by 
his  royal  highnefs,  the  proprietor  of  the  country. 

Upon  conclofion  of  the  peace  in  1674,  the  duke  of"  York, 
to  remove  all  controverfy  refpecling  his  property,  obtained 
a  new  patent*  from  the  king,  datf"d  the  2Qth  of  June,  for 
the  lands  granted  in  1664,  and  t\\-o  days  afrer  commillioned 
major,  afterwards  nr  Edmond  Androfs  to  be  governor  of  his 
territories  in  Anie-  ica.  After  the  relignation  of  this  pro- 
vince, which  was  made  to  him  by  the  Dutch  pofleflbrs,  on 
the  ;  I  ft  of  October  following,  he  called  a  court  martial,  to 
try  Manning  for  his  treacherous  and  cowardly  fuiTender. 
The  articles  of  accufation  exhibited  againft  him,  were  in 
fiibftance, 

I.  That  the  faid  Marming,  on  the  2^th  of  July,  167;,  hav- 
ing; notice  of  the  app  -oach  of  the  enemy's  Aeet,  did  not  en- 
deavour to  put  the  garrifon  m  a  pofture  of  defence  ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  flighted  fuch  as  offered  their  affiftance. 

II.  That  while  the  deet  was  at  anchor  under  Staten  Ifland, 
on  the  ::^oth  of  July,  he  treaclieroufly  fent  on  board  to  treat 
with  the  enemy,  to  the  great  difcouragement  of  the  gar- 
rifon. 

III.  That  he  fiiifered  the  fleet  to  moor  under  the  fort, 
forbidding  a  gun  to  be  fired,  on  pain  of  death. 


f  The  manner  of  raifing  public  money,  was  eflablifhed  by 
col.  Nicolls  on  the  fi  ft  of  June  1665,  and  was  thus.  The 
hirh  fherifF  iflned  a  warrant  annually,  to  the  high  conita- 
ble-.  of  every  diftrirfc,  and  tbey  fent  theirs  to  the  petty  con- 
flables  ;  who,  wi-rh  i-he  overfeers  of  each  tovm,  made  a  lift 
of  all  male  p3i  fon3  above  fixteen  years  of  age,  with  an  efti- 
mate  of  their  rent  and  perfonal  eftares,  and  then  taxed  them 
accordhig  to  certain  rates,  p -efcribed  by  -a  law.  After  the 
aflcillnent  was  retume.l  the  higli  flieriff,  and  approved  by 
the  gove  nor,  the  cG  iilables  received  warrants  for  levying 
the  taxes  by  dift^  c  (s  and  fale. 

*  Some  are  c  F  opinion,  that  the  fecond  ^tent  was  itn- 
neceflary,  the  duke  beiro;  revefted  per  poft  liminium.  This 
matter  has  been  ofcen  lifpated,  in  the  ejecflments  between 
the  New-Jei-fey  prop.  ietors  and  the  E^izabethto^vn  paten- 
tees. In  New  York,  the  ri'::;ht  of  poftliminy  was  difregarded, 
and  perhaps  unknown ;  for  there  are  many  inftances,  ef- 
pecially  on  Lor.g  Ifland,  of  new  g^-ants  from  fir  Edmond 
Androfs,  for  lands  patented  under  Nicolls  and  Lovelace,  by 
which  the  quit-rents  have  been  artfully  eidai  ged. 
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IV.  That  he  permitted  the  enemy  to  land,  \vitliont  th6 
lealt  oppofition. 

V.  That,  fhortly  after  he  had  fent  perfcns  to  treat  with 
the  Dutch  commodores,  he  ftruck  his  Hag,  even  before  th« 
enemy  were  in  fight  of  the  garrifon,  the  fort  bemg  m  a 
condition,  and  the  men  defnous,  to  fight. 

VI.  And  laltly,  that  he  treacherouliy  caufed  the  fort 
gates  to  be  opened,  and  cowardly  and  balely  let  in  th« 
enemy,  yieldhig  the  gan*ifon  without  articles. 

This  Icandalous  charge,  whicli  Manning  on  his  trial  con- 
fefled  to  be  true,  is  lefs  furpiifbg,  than  the  lenity  of  the 
fentence  pronounced  againit  him.  It  was  this,  that  though 
he  deferved  death,  yet  becaufe  he  had,  lince  the  furrender, 
been  in  England,  and  feen  tlie  king  and  the  duke,  it  was 
adjudged  that  his  fword  lliOuld  be  bioke  over  his  head  iu 
public,  before  the  city  hall,  and  himfelf  rendered  incapa- 
ble of  w  earing  a  (word,  and  of  ferving  his  majei^y  for  the 
future,  in  any  public  truft  in  the  government. 

This  light  cenfure  is  how  ever  no  proof,  that  fir  Edmond 
was  a  man  of  a  merciful  dif'polition  ;  the  hiilorians  of  New- 
England,  where  he  was  afterwards  governor,  jultly  tranf- 
mit  him  to  poiterity,  under  the  odious  tharacter  of  a  fyco- 
phantic  tool  to  the  duke,  and  an  arbitrary  tyrant  over  the 
people  committed  to  his  care.  Ke  knew  no  law,  but  tiie 
will  of  his  mallei  :  and  Kirk  and  JefFeries  weie  not  fit- 
ter inilruments  than  he  to  execute  the  defpotic  projecli 
of  James  IL 

hi  the  year  1675^  Nicholas  Renflaer,  a  Dutch  clerirymaiij 
arrived  here.  He  claimed  the  manor  of  Renflaerwick,  and 
was  recommended  by  the  duke  to  fir  Echnond  Androfs  for 
a  living  in  one  of  the  churches  at  New-York,  or  Albany^ 
piobably  to  lerve  the  popifh  caufe*.  Niewenhyt,  miniller 


*  Another  reafon  is  alligned  for  the  favour  he  met  with 
from  the  crown.  It  is  faid,  that  while  Charles  II.  was  an 
exile,  he  predicted  the  day  of  his  relloration.  The  people 
of  Albany  had  a  high  opinion  of  his  prophetic  fpirit,  and 
many  itrange  tales  about  him  Hill  prevail  there.  The  parfon 
made  notliing  of  his  claim,  the  manor  being  afterwards 
granted,  by  col.  Dongan,  to  Killian  Van  Renllaer,  a  difVant 
relation.  This  extenfive  tracl:,  by  the  Dutch  called  a  colony, 
is  an  oblong,  extendiu;!;  24  miles  upon  Hudibn's  river,  and 
as  many  on  each  fide.  The  patent  of  confirmation  was  ifiiied 
by  fpecial  direction  from  the  king,  a:*d  is  the  molt  libera), 
in  the  privileges  itgiawis,  of  ary  one  m  the  province. 
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of  the  church  at  Albany,  difputed  his  right  to  adminil^ei' 
the  facraments  ;  becaufe  he  had  received  an  epifcopal  or- 
dination, and  was  not  approved  by  the  claflis  of  Amilerdam, 
to  which  the  Dutch  churches  here  hold  themfelves  fubordi- 
nate.  In  this  cona-overiy,  the  governor  took  the  pait  of 
Renflaer,  and  accordmgly  lummoned  Niewenhyt  before 
him,  to  anfwer  for  his  conduA.  This  minifter  was  treated 
with  fuch  lingular  contempt,  and  fo  frequently  haiTafled  by 
frtiirlefs  and  expenfive  attendances  before  the  council,  that 
the  difpuie  became  interelling,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
people  refented  the  ufage  he  met  with.  Hence  w^e  find, 
that  the  maghlratcs  of  Albany,  foon  after  impiifoned  Ren-" 
Haer,  for  feveral  dubious  w^rds  (as  they  are  called  in  the 
record)  delivered  in  a  fermon.  The  governor,  on  the  other 
hand,  ordered  him  to  be  releafed,  and  fummoned  the  ma- 
giitrates  to  attend  liim  at  New  York.  Warrants  were  then 
illued  to  compel  them  to  give  fecurity  in  5000!.  each,  to 
make  out  good  caufe  for  confining  the  minifter.  Lcifler, 
who  w^as  one  of  them,  rcfufed  to  comply  with  the  warrant, 
and  was  tlirown  into  gaol.  Sir  Edmond,  fearful  that  a  great 
party  would  rife  up  againft  him,  was  at  laft  compelled  to 
difccntinue  his  ecclefiailical  jurifdiction,  and  to  refer  the 
controvcrly  to  the  determination  of  the  confiftory  of  the 
D  Jtch  church  at  Albany.  It  is  perhaps  not  improbable,  that 
thefe  popilh  meafoi-es  fowed  the  feeds  of  that  averfion  to 
the  duke's  government,  which  afterwards  produced  thoft 
violent  convuliions  in  the  province  under  LeiQer,  at  the 
time  of  the  revolution,  in  favour  of  the  prince  of  Orange. 

It  fir  Edmond  Androfs's  adminiftration  at  New^-York, 
appears  to  be  lefs  exceptionable,  than  while  he  commanded 
at  Bofton,  it  was  through  want  of  more  opportunities  to 
fhow  himfelf  in  his  true  light.  The  main  courfe  of  his  pub- 
lic proceedings,  dunng  his  continuance  in  the  province, 
was  fpent  in  the  ordinary  acl:s  of  government,  w  hich  then 
princi|?ally  confifted  in  palling  grants  to  the  fubject,  and 
prefid'ni2;in  the  court  of  alhze,  eilabliflied  by  col.  Lovelace. 
The  public  exigencies  were  now  in  part  fupplied  by  a  kind 
of  benevolence  ;  the  badge  of  bad  times  !  This  appears  in 
an  entry  on  the  records,  of  a  letter  of  May  the  5th,  1676, 
from  governor  Androfs,  to  feveral  towns  on  Long  If^and, 
defiling  to  know,  what  fuins  they  would  contribute  to- 
wards the  w^ar.  Near  the  clofe  of  his  admlnifiiration,  he 
thought  proper  to  quarrel  with  Philip  Carteret,  who  m 
16S0,  exercifed  the  government  of  Eafi:  Jerfey,  under  a 
commiflion  from  fir  George  Caiteret,  dated  the  pift:  of  Ju- 
h'p  1675-  Androfs  difputed  his  right,  and  feizcd  and  brought 
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him  prifoncr  to  New- York  ;  for  which  it  is  faid  he  loft  his 
own  government ;  but  whoever  conliders  that  fir  Edmond 
was  immediately  prefeiTed  to  be  governor  of  Bolton,  Vvill 
rather  believe,  that  the  duke  fuperfeded  h'nn  for  fome  other 
reafoiis. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  fucceeding  adminifl:ration,  in 
which  our  Indian  affairs  began  to  have  a  powerful  influence 
upon  the  public  meafures,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  pre- 
fent  the  reader  with  a  fummary  view  of  the  hiflory  and 
character  of  the  five  nations*.  Thefe,  of  all  thofe  innumer- 
able tribes  of  favages,  which  inhabit  tlie  northern  part  of 
America,  are  of  moft  importance  to  us  and  the  French,  both 
on  account  of  their  \icinity  and  warlike  difpofition.  Before 
the  late  incorporation  of  the  Tufcarorcis,  a  people  driven 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Carolina  from  the  frontiers  of  Vir- 
ginia, they  confifled  of  five  confederate  cantonsf .  What  in 
particular  gave  rife  to  this  league,  and  when  it  took  place, 
arc  queftions  which  neither  the  natives,  ror  Europeans, 
pretend  to  anfwer.  Each  of  thefe  nations  is  divided  into 
three  families,  or  clans,  of  different  ranks,  beaiing  for  their 
arms,  and  being  diftinguiflied  by  the  names  of,  the  tortoiie, 
the  bear,  and  the  wolf 4:. 

No  people  in  the  world,  perhaps,  have  higher  notions 
than  thefe  Indians,  of  military  glory.  All  the  furroimding 
nations  have  felt  ihe  effecfts  of  their  prowefs  ;  and  many 
not  only  became  their  tributaries,  but  were  fo  lubjue;ared 
to  their  power,  that  without  their  confent,  they  dmi\  not 
commence  either  peace  or  war. 

Though  a  regular  police  for  the  pvefervation  of  har- 
mony within,  and  the  defence  of  the  ftate  againft  invafions 
from  without,  is  not  to  be  expe<fced  froMi  the  people  of 
whom  I  am  now  writing,  yet  perhaps,  they  have  paid  more 
attention  to  it  than  is  generally  allowed.  Their  government 
is  fuited  to  their  condition.  A  people  whofe  riches  conioft 


*  By  the  Dutch  called  Maquaas,  by  the  French  Ircquoig^ 
and  by  us,  five  nations,  fix  nations,  and  lately  the  confede- 
rates. They  are  greatly  diminifhed,  and  conliil:  now  only  of 
about  twelve  hundred  fighting  men. 

f  The  Tufcaroras  were  received  upon  a  fuppofition,  that 
they  were  ori2;inally  of  the  fame  ftock  with  the  five  nations, 
becauf«  there  is  fome  fimilitude  between  their  languages. 

X  Their  inftruments  of  conveyances  are  figned  by  figna- 
tures,  which  they  make  with  a  p^^i^  reprefenting  tbefc 
animals. 
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not  fo  much  in  abundance,  as  in  a  freedom  from  wantj — 
who  are  circumfcribed  by  no  boundaries,  -svho  live  by  hunt- 
in^,  and  not  by  agricukure — mult  always  be  free,  and 
therefore  fubjed:  to  no  other  authority,  than  fuch  as  con- 
lifts  with  the  liberty  necefl^rily  ariiing  from  their  circmn- 
ftances.  All  their  affairs,  Avh ether  refpeifting  peace  or  war^ 
are  under  the  direction  of  their  fachems,  or  chief  men. 
Great  exploits  and  public  virtue  procure  the  efteem  of  a 
people,  and  qualify  a  man  to  advife  in  council,  and  execute 
the  plaii  concerted  for  the  advantage  of  his  countiy  :  thus 
whoever  appears  to  the  Indians  in  this  advantageous  light, 
commences  a  fachem  without  any  other  ceremony. 

As  there  is  no  other  way  of  arriving  at  this  dignity,  fo  it 
ceafes,  unlefs  an  uniform  zeal  and  activity  for  the  common 
good^  is  uninteiTupredly  continued.  Some  have  thought  it 
hereditary  ;  but  that  is  a  miftake.  The  fon  is,  indeed,  rc- 
fpeciled  for  his  father's  fervices  ;  but,  without  perfonal  me-, 
rit,  he  can  never  {hare  in  the  government  ;  which,  were  it 
orherwife,  miift  fink  into  perfect  difgrace.  The  children  of 
fach  as  are  diftinguiflied  for  their  patriotifm,  mo^'ed  by  the 
coiillderation  of  their  birth,  and  the  perpetual  incitements 
to  virtue  conftantly  inculcated  into  them,  imitate  their  fa- 
thers' exploits,  and  thus  attain  to  the  fame  honours  and  in- 
fluence ;  which  accounts  for  the  opmion  that  the  title  and 
power  of  fachem  is  hereditary. 

Each  of  thefe  republics  has  its  own  particular  chiefs,  who 
hear  and  determine  all  complaints  in  council  ;  and,  though 
they  have  no  officers  for  the  execution  of  juftice,  yet  their 
decrees  ave  always  obeyed,  from  the  general  reproach  that 
would  follow  a  contempt  of  their  advice.  The  condition 
of  this  people  exempts  them  from  tatftions,  the  common 
difeafe  of  popular  governments.  It  is  impollible  to  gain  a 
party  amongft  them  by  indired:  means  ;  for  no  man  has 
cither  honour,  riches,  or  power  to  beftow*. 


%  An  Indian,  in  anfwer  to  his  queftion,  what  the  white 
people  meant  by  covetoufnefs  f  was  told  by  another,  that 
it  fignified,  a  delire  of  more  than  a  man  had  need  of.  That's 
ftrange  1  faid  the  querift. 

*  The  learned  and  judicious  author  of  the  fpirit  of  laws, 
fpeaking  of  a  people  who  have  a  fixed  property  in  lands, 
obferves,  ^*  that  if  a  chief  would  deprive  them  of  their  li- 
berty, they  would  iunncdiately  go  and  feek  it  under  ano- 
ther, or  retit  c  into  tlie  woods,  and  livQ  there  with  their 
families."  The  five  uaricns  can  never  be  cnflave4,  till  they 


O  F   N  E  W-Y  O  R  K. 


49 


All  affairs,  ^vhich  concern  the  general  intereft,  are  deter- 
mined in  a  great  aflembly  of  the  chiefs  cf  each  car.^on, 
ufiially  held  ^  Onondaga,  the  centre  cf  theix-  country.  Up- 
on emergencies,  they  act  iepa/ately  ;  but  nothing  can  bind 
the  league,  but  the  voice  of  the  general  conveniion. 

The  French,  upon  the  maxim,  divide  e:  i-.n^-era,  have 
tried  all  pollible  means  to  divide  thefe  republics,  and  Ibme- 
times  have  even  fown  great  jealoulies  among  them.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  plan,  they  have  feduced  many  families  to 
vithdra\v  to  Canada,  and  theie  fettled  them  in  regular 
towns,  under  the  command  of  a  fort,  and  the  tuition  of 
miflionaries. 

The  manners  of  thefe  favages  are  as  limple  as  their  go- 
vernment. Their  hollies  are  a  few  crotched  ftakes  thriit 
into  the  ground,  and  overlaid  with  baik.  Afire  is  kindled 
in  the  middle,  and  an  aperture  left  at  the  top  for  the  con- 
veyance of  the  fmoke.  Whenever  a  confiderabic  number 
of  thofe  huts  are  collected,  they  have  a  cal' le,  as  it  is  cal- 
led, confining  of  a  fquare  witho  ut  baiiions,fui  rounded  with 
pallifadoes.  They  have  rio  other  fortification  :  and  this  is 
onlydefigned  as  an  afylam  for  their  eld  men,  their  wives, 
and  children,  while  the  reft  are  gone  out  to  war.  They  live 
almoft  entirely  without  care.  While  the  women,  or  fquawr., 
cultivate  a  little  Ijpct  of  ground  for  co  n,  the  men  employ 
themfelves  in  hunting.  As  to  clotlies,  tliey  ule  a  bUnkct 
girt  at  the  waift,  and  thrown  loofciy  over  ilicir  fiioulders  ; 
Ibme  of  their  women,  indeed,  have,  befides  this,  a  fort  of 
a  petticoat,  and  a  few  of  their  men  wear  ihirts  ;  but  the 
greater  part  of  them  are  generally  half  naked.  In  winter, 
their  legs  are  covered  with  IVockings  of  blanket,  and  their 
feet  with  focks  of  deer  flcin.  Many  of  them  are  fond  of  or- 
naments, and  their  tafte  is  very  fnigular.  I  have  feeii  rinjrs 
afhxed,  not  only  to  their  ears,  but  their  nofes.  Bracelets  of 
filver  and  brals  round  thei**  wrifts,  ai  e  very  common.  The 
women  plait  their  hair,  and  tie  it  up  behind  in  a  bao;,  per- 
haps in  imitation  of  the  French  beaux  in  Canada.  Though 
the  Indians  are  capable  of  fuftaining  great  hardfliips,  yet 
they  cannot  endure  much  labour,  being  rather  fleet,  than 
ilrong.  Their  men  are  taller  than  the  Europeans,  rarely 


grow  rich  by  agriculture  and  commerce.  Property  is  th€| 
moft  permanent  balls  of  power.  The  authority  of  a  fachem 
depending  only  upon  his  reputation  for  wifdom  and  cou- 
rage, muft  be  weak  and  precarious,  and  therefoi  e  fafe  ta 
the  people. 
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corpulent,  always  beardlefs*,  ftraight  limbed,  of  a  tawnj 
complexion,  and  black,  uncurled  hair.  In  their  food,  they 
have  no  manner  of  delicacy  ;  for  though  venifon  is  their 
ordinary  diet,  yet  fbmetimes  they  eat  dogs,  bears,  and  even 
fnakes.  Tiieir  cookery  is  of  two  kinds,  boiled  or  roafted  ; 
lo  perform  the  latter,  the  meat  is  penetrated  by  a  fiiort 
fharp  flick  fet  in  the  gromid,  inclining  towards  the  fire,  and 
tarned  as  occaiiou  requires.  They  are  hofpitable  to  ftran- 
gers  ;  though  few  Europeans  would  relifh  their  higheft  fa- 
vours of  this  kind  ;  for  they  are  very  naily  both  in  their 
garments  and  food.  Every  man  has  his  own  wife,  whom  he 
takes  and  leaves  at  pleafure  :  a  plurality,  however,  at  the 
fame  time,  is  by  no  means  admitted  among  them.  They 
have  been  generally  commended  for  their  chaflity  ;  but  I 
am  informed  by  good  authority,  that  they  are  very  laf- 
civious,  and  that  the  women,  to  avoid  reproach,  frequently 
deftroy  the  foetus  in  the  womb.  They  are  fo  perfectly  free, 
that  unlefs  their  children,  who  generally  aflill  the  mother, 
may  be  called  fervants,  they  have  none.  The  men  frequent- 
ly aUbciate  themfelves  for  converfation,  by  which  means 
they  not  only  preferve  the  remembrance  of  their  wars,  and 
treaties,  but  difFufe  among  their  youths,  inci'-ements  to 
military  glory,  as  well  as  inftru(5lion  in  all  the  fubtilties 
of  war. 

Since  they  became  acquainted  with  the  Europeans,  their 
warlike  apparatus  is  a  mufket,  hatchetf ,  and  a  long  knife. 
Their  boys  ftill  accuftom  themfelves  to  bows  and  arrows, 
and  are  lb  dextrous  in  the  ufe  of  them,  that  a  lad  of  fix- 
teen,  will  ftrike  an  Englilh  fhilling  five  times  in  ten,  at 
twr^lve  or  fourteen  yards  diftance.  Their  men  are  excellent 
markfmen,  both  with  the  gun  and  hatchet ;  their  dexterity 
at  the  latter  is  very  extraordinary ;  for  they  rarely  mils  the 
objecl,  though  at  a  confiderable  diftance.  The  hatchet  in 
the  flight  perpetually  turns  round,  and  yet  always  ftrikes 
the  mark  with  the  edge. 

Before  they  go  out,  they  have  a  feaft  upon  dogs'  flefh, 
and  a  great  war  dance.  At  thefe,  the  warriors,  who  are 
frighcfully  painted  with  vermillion,  rife  up,  and  fing  their 


*  Becaufe  they  pluck  out  the  hairs.  The  French  writers, 
who  fay  they  have  naturally  no  beards,  are  millaken  ;  and 
the  reafons  they  affign  for  it  are  ridiculous. 

f  Hence,  to  take  up  the  hatchet,  is  with  them  a  phrafe 
fignifying  to  de<:lare  war ;  as,  on  the  contraj*y,  to  bury  it, 
4enotes  tl^e  eftablilliment  of  a  peace. 
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•wii  exploits,  or  thofe  of  their  anceftors,  and  thereby  kin- 
dle a  military  enthufiafm  in  the  whole  company.  The  day 
after  the  dance,  they  march  out  a  few  miles  in  a  row,  ob- 
ferving  a  profound  lilence.The  proceffion  being  ended,  they 
llrip  the  bark  from  a  large  oak,  and  paint  the  defign  of  their 
expedition  on  the  naked  trunk.  The  figure  of  a  canoe,  with 
the  number  of  men  in  it,  determines  the  ftrcngth  of  their 
party  ;  and  by  a  deer,  a  fox,  or  fome  other  emblem  painted 
at  the  head  of  it,  we  difcover  againft  what  nation  they  are 
gone  out. 

The  five  nations  being  devoted  to  war,  every  art  is  con- 
trived to  diifufe  a  military  fpirit  through  the  w  hole  body 
of  their  people.  The  ceremonies  attending  the  return  of  a 
party.  Teem  calculated  in  particular  for  tliat  purpofe.  The 
day  before  tbey  enter  the  village,  two  heralds  advance, 
and,  at  a  fmall  dillance,  let  up  a  yell,  which,  by  its  modula- 
tion, intimates  either  good  or  bad  news.  If  the  former,  the 
village  is  alarmed,  and  an  entertainment  provided  for  the 
conquerors,  w^ho,  in  tlie  mean  time,  approach  in  figlit  :  one 
of  them  bears  the  fcalps  ftretched  over  a  bow,  and  elevated 
upon  a  long  pole.  The  boldeft  man  in  the  town  comes  ont, 
and  receives  it,  and  inftantly  flies  to  the  hut  where  the  reft 
are  collected.  If  he  is  overtaken,  he  is  beaten  unmercifully: 
but  if  he  out-runs  the  purfuer,  he  participates  in  the  ho- 
nour of  the  vicftors,  who,  at  their  firft  entrance,  receive  no 
compliments,  nor  fpeak  a  fingle  word  till  the  end  of  the 
feaft.  Their  parents,  v,  ives,  and  children,  then  are  admit- 
ted, and  treat  them  with  the  prcfcundeft  refpeci.  .nfter 
thefe  falutations,  one  of  the  conquerors  is  appointed  to  re- 
late the  whole  adventure,  to  which  the  reft  attentively  lif- 
ten,  without  aiking  a  queftion,  and  the  whole  concludes 
with  a  favage  dance. 

The  Indians  never  fight  in  the  field,  or  upon  equal  terms; 
but  always  fculk  and  attack,  by  furprife,  in  linall  parties, 
meeting  every  night  at  a  place  of  l  eiidezvous.  Scarcely  any 
enemy  can  efcape  them ;  for  by  the  difpofition  of  the 
grafs  and  leaves,  they  follow  his  track  with  great  fpeed. 
any  where  but  over  a  rock.  Their  barbarity  is  fhocking  to 
human  nature.  Women  and  children  they  generally  kill 
and  fcalp,  becaufe  they  would  retard  their  progrefs ;  but 
the  men  they  caiTy  into  caprivity.  If  any  woman  has  loft  a 
relation,  and  inclines  to  receive  the  prifbner  in  his  ftead, 
he  not  only  e (capes  a  feries  of  the  moft  inhuman  tortures^ 
and  death  itfelf,  but  enjoys  every  immunity  they  can  be- 
ftow,  and  is  efteemed  a  member  of  the,  family  into  which 
ke  is  adopted.  To  part  with  him  would  be  the  moft  i^ifi- 
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ininious  condudl,  and  coniidered  as  felling  the  blood  of  th6 
deceafed  ;  and  for  this  reafbn  ii  is  not  without  the  greateit 
di{]iculiy,  that  a  captive  is  redeemed. 

\-/heii  the  Indians  incline  to  peace,  a  mellenger  is  fent  to 
the  enemy  v/ith  a  pipe,  the  bowl  of  which  is  made  of  foft^ 
red  marble ;  and  a  long  reed  beautifully  painted,  and  a- 
dorned  with  the  gay  plumage  of  biids,  forms  the  item. 
This  is  his  infallible  protevition  from  any  ailiiult  on  the  way. 
The  envoy  makes  his  propoi'als  to  the  enemy,  who,  if  they 
approve  them,  ratify  the  pieliminarics  to  the  peace,  by 
iinoking  thi  ough  the  pipe,  and  from  that  inllant  a  ge.ieral 
ceiladon  of  arms  takes  place.  The  r  rench  call  it  a  calumets 
It  is  ulcd,  as  far  as  1  can  learn,  by  all  the  Indian  nations  up- 
on the  continent.  The  rights  of  ic  are  efteemed  facred,  and 
have  been  oiily  mvaded  by  the  flat  heads  ;  in  juft  hidigna- 
tion  for  v/nich,  the  confederates  maiiitamed  a  war  with 
them  for  near  thirty  years. 

As  to  the  language  of  the  five  nations,  the  beft  account  I 
have  had  of  it,  is  co*itained  in  a  letter  from  the  reverend 
mr.  Spencer,  who  reficled  among  them  in  the  year  174S,  be- 
ing then  a  mlilioaary  froiu  the  scotch  fociety  fo'^  propaga- 
ting chriilian  knowledge.  lie  writes  thus  : 

S  I  R, 

"  THOUGH  I  was  very  defirous  of  learning  the  Indian 
tongue,  yet  through  my  Ihort  rcfidence  at  Gnoughquage, 
und  the  furly  difpohtion  of  my  interpicter,  I  confefi  my 
proficiency  was  not  great. 

iLXcept  the  Tufcaroras,  all  the  fix  nations  fpeak  a  lan- 
guage radically  the  fame.  It  is  very  mafculine  and  fonorous, 
abounding  with  gutturals  and  llrcng  afpirarions,  but  with- 
out labials.  Its  folemr*  grave  tone  is  owing  to  the  generofity 
of  its  feet,  as  you  will  obferve  in  the  following  tranllation 
of  the  Lord's  prayer,  m  which  I  have  diilinguilhed  the  time 
of  every  lyllable  by  the  common  marks  ufed  hi  profody*.. 


*  h  we  had  a  good  dicftionary  marking  the  quantity  as 
"well  as  emphafis  of  every  fyilable  in  the  Englifii  language, 
it  would  conduce  to  ?n  accuracy  and  uniformity  of  pronun- 
ciation. The  dignity  of  ftyle,  fo  far  as  the  ear  is  concerned, 
confiils  principally  in  generous  feet ;  and  perhaps  it  may 
be  a  juft  remark,  that  no  lentence,  unlefs  in  a  dialogue, 
ends  vv'ell  without  a  full  found.  Gordon  and  Kordycc  rarely 
fwerve  from  this  rule:  and  mr.  Mafon,  an  ingenious  author, 
has  lately  wiittcn  v/ith  f^reat  applaufe  on  this  attribute  of 
Ityle. 
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**  SoiingwaunehS,  caurounkyawga,  tehseetaroan,  saubsonevoiina, 
Ssa,  sawaneySu,  okeccauhsela,  eh-ieauwoung,  iia.  caarou.ikya^'ga, 
Hugh  won fliauga.  i  .ea'iewehiiesalau)>a  taugA  aunauio<6 KamoQgnhckj 
loantaQgweiee  A  he)  ouitaung,  cheneeyeu:.  cnaqijaiau  ehwheyoulia- 
Unna,  toughsau,  (augwauf  areneh,  laA-auioitenau^aluugnioungga,  na- 
sawne,  s^cbeau  augwaO-,  coaniehsaiohaunzaickaw,  e  a  sawaunne- 
you,  esa,  ^a^haarzla,  e-a,  loungwilloung,  chenneauLaungwa,  auwen. 

^*  The  extiaordiiiary  lengtJi  of  Indian  woids,  and  the 
guttural  afpirarions,  neceilai y  in  pronouncing  them,  ren- 
der the  fpeech  extremely  rough  and  difficult,  riie  veibs  ne- 
ver cliauge  in  their  terminations,  as  in  Latin,  Greek,  and 
Hebrew,  but  ai-l  their  vaiiations  are  prefixed.  Befides  the 
lingular  and  plural,  they  have  aifo  the  dual  number.  A 
iirange  troiifpofition  of  fyilables  of  different  words,  eupho- 
nize gratia,  is  very  common  in  the  Indian  tongue,  of  wViich 
I  will  give  an  inflance.  Ogilla  fignilics  fire,  and  caMaum  a 
greatj  but  inflead  of  joining  the  adjective  and  fubRaaitive  to 
lay  great  fire,  ca-.vaU'uia  ogiHa,  both  words  would  be  blei^- 
ded  into  this  one,  co-gil!a-wau  ina.  riie  dialed  of  the  C  ney- 
da3,  is  fofierthan  that  of  the  other  nations;  and  the  reafon is, 
becaufe  they  have  more  vowels,  and  often  fupply  the  place 
ot  harfli  letters  with  liquids.  Inftead  of  R,  they  always  ufe 
L  :  Rebecca  would  be  pronounced  Lequecca." 

The  art  of  public  fpeaking  is  in  high  eileem  among  the 
Indians,  and  much  ftudied.  They  aie  extremely  fond  of 
mwhod.  and  difple^-red  with  an  irregular  harangue,  becaufe 
it  is  diffictilt  to  be  remembered.  When  they  anlwci-^  they 
repeat  the  whole,  redv-cing  it  into  ftrid:  order.  Their 
Speeches  are  fhort,  and  the  fenfe  conveyed  in  (Vrcng  meta- 
phors. In  couverfation  tliey  are  fprighLly,  but  folemn  and 
Ieriou$  in  their  meflages,  relating  to  public  affairs.  Their 
Speakers  deliver  themfelves  with  fu:  prifing  force  and  great 
prop.  iety  of  geilure.  The  fiercenefs  of  tlieir  countenances, 
the  flowing  blanl;et,  elevated  toiie,  naked  a  rn  and  eiect 
ftatuve,  with  a  half  circle  of  auditovs  feated  on  the  ground, 
:^nd  in  the  open  air,  cannot  but  hnprels  upon  the  mind,  a 
lively  idea  of  the  ancient  orators  of  Greece  and  Rome. 

At  the  clofe  of  every  important  part  of  the  fpeech,  lati- 
lying  an  old  covenant,  or  clearing  a  ne%v  one,  a  belt  is  ge- 
nerally given,  to  perpetuate  the  rememb  ajice  of  the  tranf- 
aiflion.  Thefe  belts  a^e  about  four  inches  wide,  and  thivty 
-Ml  length.  They  confift  of  llrings-of  conque  iheil  beads fal- 
tened  together*. 


*  Thofe  beads^  which  pafs  for  money,  are  called  by  tlie 
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With  relpeA  to  religion,  the  Indians  may  be  {aid  to  be 
tinder  the  thickell  gloom  of  ignorance.  If  they  have  any, 
which  is  much  to  be  queftioned,  thofe  who  affirm  it,  will 
find  it  difticuk  to  tell  us  wherein  it  conlifts.  They  have  nei- 
ther priell,  nor  temple,  lacrifice  nor  altar.  Some  traces,  in- 
deed, appear,  of  the  original  law  written  upon  their  hearts  ; 
but  they  have  no  fyftem  of  doCirines,  nor  any  rites  and 
modes  of  public  worlhip.  They  are  lunk,  unfpeakably  be- 
neath the  polite  pagans  of  antiquity.  Some  confufed  no- 
tions, indeed,  of  beings  fuperior  to  themfelves,  they  have, 
but  of  the  Deity  and  his  natural  and  moral  perfecftions,  no 
proper  or  tolerable  conceptions  ;  and  of  his  general  and 
particular  providence  they  know  nothing.  They  profefs  no 
obligations  to  him,  nor  acknowledge  their  dependence  up- 
on him.  Soine  of  them,  it  is  faid,  are  of  opinion,  that  there 
are  two  diltindt,  powerful  beings,  one  able  to  help,  the 
other  to  do  them  harm.  The  latter  they  venerate  moll,  and 
fome  allege  that  they  addrefs  him  by  a  kind  of  prayer. 
Tliough  there  are  no  public  monuments  of  idolatry  to  be 
feen  in  their  country,  yet  the  miffionaries  have  dilcovered 
coarfe  imagei-y  in  wooden  trinkets,  in  the  hajids  of  their 
jugglers,  which  the  converts  deliver  up  as  deteiiable.  The 
fight  of  them,  would  remind  a  man  of  letters,  of  the  lares 
and  penates  of  the  ancients  ;  but  no  certain  judgment  can 
be  drawn  of  their  ufe.  The  Indians  fometunes  aflemble  in 
large  numbers,  and  retire  far  into  the  wildernefs,  where 
they  eat  and  drink  in  a  profufc  manner.  Thefe  conventions 
are  called  Kenticoys.  Some  efteem  them  to  be  debauched 
revels  or  Bacchanalia :  but  thofe  who  have  privately  fol- 
lov  ed  them  into  thefe  reccfles,  give  fuch  accounts  of  their 
conducT:,  as  naturally  lead  one  to  imagine,  that  they  pay  a 
joint  homage  and  fuppiication  to  fome  invifible  being.  If 
we  fuppofe  they  have  a  religion,  it  is  worfe  than  none,  and 
raifes  in  the  generous  mind,  moft  melancholy  ideas  of  their 
depraved  condition.  Little  has  been  done  to  illuminate 
thefe  dark  corners  of  the  earth,  with  the  light  of  the  gof- 
pcl.  The  French  priefts  boaft,  indeed,  of  their  converts, 
but  they  have  made  more  profelytes  to  politics  than  reli- 
gion. Oueen  Anne  fent  a  miffionary  among  them,  and  gave 
aim  an  appointment  out  of  the  privy  purfe.  He  was  a  man 


Indians,  wampum,  and  by  the  Dutch,  fewant.  Six  beads 
were  formerly  valued  at  a  ftiver.  There  are  always  fcvcral 
poor  families  at  Albany,  who  fupport  themfelves  by  coin- 
ing this  caili  for  the  traders. 
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of  a  good  life,  but  flow  parts,  and  his  fuccefs  very  incoTifl- 
derable.  Tlie  reverend  mr.  Barclay  afterwards  reiidcd 
among  the  Mohawks  ;  but  no  fuitable  provifion  being  made 
for  an  interpreter,  he  was  obliged  to  break  up  the  nuffion. 
If  the  Englilh  fociety  for  propagating  the  golpel,  that  tru- 
ly venerable  body,  inftead  of  maintaining  miflionaries  in 
rich  chi-iilian  congregations  along  the  continent,  expended 
half  the  amount  of  their  annual  conti'ibutions  on  the  evan- 
gelifts  among  the  heathen,  befides  the  unfpeakable  reli- 
gious benefits  that  would,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  accrue  to  the 
natives,  fuch  a  proceeding  would  conduce  greatly  to  the 
fafety  of  our  colonies,  and  his  majefty's  fervice.  Much  has 
been  written  upon  this  fubjedt  in  America*  ;  and  why  no- 
thing to  purpofe  has  yet  been  attempted  in  England,  to- 
wards fo  laudable  a  dcfign,  can  only  be  attributed  to  the 
amazing  falfehoods  and  mifreprefeniations,  by  which  ibme 
of  the  miflionaries  have  long  impofed  upon  benevolent 
minds  in  Great  Britainf . 


•  Sec  mr.  Hobart's  letters  to  the  epifcopaiians  in  Nev/- 
England  :  the  account  of  the  Scotch  mifiion  at  Stockbiidge  : 
Douglafs's  fummary,  &c. 

f  This  is  notorious  to  all  who  give  themfelves  the  trou. 
blc  of  perufing  the  abfliracls  of  their  accounts  publlflied  in 
England.  It  would  be  a  very  agreeable  cflice  to  me,  on  this 
occafion,  to  difl:inguifli  the  innocent  from  the  guilty,  but 
that  fuch  a  tafk  would  infallibly  raife  up  a  hofl:  of  enemies. 
Many  of  the  miflionaries  arc  men  of  learning  and  exem- 
plary morals.  Thcfe  in  America  are  known  and  honoured, 
and  cannot  be  prejudiced  by  an  indifcriminate  cenfure. 
Their  joining  in  a  rcprefentation  for  difliinguifliing  the  de- 
linquents, who  al'c  a  difgrace  to  the  cloth,  will  ferve  as  a 
full  vindication  of  themfelves  to  the  fociety.  Mr.  Ogilvie  is, 
I  believe,  the  only  pcrfon  now  employed  by  that  charitable 
corporation  among  the  Indians,  and  the  greatefl;  part  even 
of  his  clwge  is  in  the  city  of  Albany.  All  the  Scotch  mif- 
fionaries  are  among  the  heathen,  and  their  fuccefs  has  been 
fufficient  to  encourage  any  future  attempts.  There  is  a  re- 
gular fociety  of  Indian  converts  in  New  Jerfey  ;  and  it  is 
'worthy  of  remark,  that  not  one  of  them  has  apoftatized 
into  heathenifm.  Some  of  them  have  made  fach  proficien- 
cies in  pi*adl:ical  religion,  as  ought  to  fhame  many  of  ws, 
who  boaft  the  illuminating  aids  of  our  native  chriflianity. 
Not  one  of  thefe  Indians  hiis  been  concerned  in  thofe  bar- 
barous inniptions,  which  have  lately  deluged  the  frontiers 
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As  t6  theliiftovy  of  the  five  nations,  before  their  acquam-r 
tance  with  the  E  Aropeaiis,  it  is  wrapt  up  in  the  dai  knefs 
of  antiquity.  It  is  faid  that  their  fii  it  refidence  was  in  the 
country  about  Montreal ;  and  that  the  fuperior  ftrength  of 
the  Adiroudacs,  whom  the  French  call  Algonquins,  drove 
them  into  their  prefent  poireilions,  lying  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  Mohawks  river,  and  the  great  lake  Ontario*.  To- 
wards the  ciofe  of  thofe  difputes,  which  continued  for  a 


of  the  fouth-weftem  pro"vinces,  wi  h  the  blcod  of  fevcral 
hundred  innocents  of  every  age  and  fex.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  fe  ravages,  they  flew  into  the  lettlements, 
and  put  themfelves  under  the  prosecution  of  the  govem- 
meut.  Thefe  Indians  no  footier  became  chriftians,  than  they 
openly  p-;ofeilcd  iheir  loyalty  to  king  George  ;  and  there-: 
fore  to  contribute  to  their  converhon,  was  as  truly  politic, 
as  nobly  chi  iitiau.  Thofe  colonies  which  have  done  molt 
for  this  charitable  deiiiru.  have  efcaped  beft  from  the  late 
diftreHing  calamities.  Of  all  the  milTiOna- ies,  riir.  David 
B'-ainerd,  xAio  recovered  thefe  Indians  f  om  the  darknefs 
of  paganiim,  was  moft  (uccefsful.  He  died  the  9th  of  Odlo- 
ber  T747,a  vi<5tim  to  his  extreme  mortification  and  inextin- 
gaifhablc  zeal,  for  the  p  ofperiry  of  hismifiion.  Thofe  who 
are  curious  to  enquire  particularly  into  the  eire(fts  of  his 
indefatigable  induftry,  may  have  recourfe  to  his  journal, 
p  iblifhed  Philadelphia,  by  the  American  corrcfpondents 
of  the  Scorch  fociety,  in  whofe  fei-\4ce  he  v,as  employed. 
Dr.  Douglafs,  ever  ready  to  do  honour  to  his  native  coun- 
try, after  remarkin*;  that  this  felf-denying  clergyman  rode 
about  400  miles,  in  tht  year  1 744,  with  an  air  of  approba- 
tion, aiks,  Is  there  any  mifiionary,  from  any  of  the  foci- 
eries,  for  propagating  the  gofpel  in  foreign  parts,  that  hds 
repo' ted  the  like  ?" 

*  Charlevoix,  in  partiality  to  the  French,  limits  the  coun- 
try of  the  five  nations,  on  the  north,  to  the  44th  degree  of 
latitude  ;  according  to  Avhich,  all  the  country  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  lake  Ontario,  and  the  river  ifiuing  thence  to 
Montreal,  together  with  a  confiderable  trad:  of  land  on  the 
foutli  fi<te  of  that  rive^-,  belongs  to  the  French.  Hennepin, 
a  re'^olleA  f  iar,  bns  move  regard  to  truth  than  the  jefuit ; 
for  he  tells  us  in  effecl,  that  the  Iroquois  poflefied  the  lands 
on  the  north,  as  well  as  the  fouth  fide  of  the  lake,  and  men- 
tions feveral  of  their  villages  in  1679,  viz.  Tejajalion, 
Kente,  and  Ganncoufie.  The  map  in  his  book  agiees  with 
the  text.  Charlevoix  is  at  variance  with  his  geographer  j  for. 
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great  feries  of  years,  the  confederates  gained  ad-vantages 
over  the  Adirondacs,  and  (truck  a  general  terror  into  all 
the  other  Indians.  The  Hurons  on  the  north  lide  of  the  lake 
Erie,  and  the  Cat  Indians  on  the  fouth  liae,  were  tCLally 
contpiered  and  difperfed.  The  French  who  fettled  Car^ada 
in  1603,  took  umbrage  at  their  fuccefs,  and  began  a  war 
with  tiiem,  which  had  well  nigh  ruined  the  new  colony.  In 
autiunn   1665,  m.  Courceiks,  the  governor,  fentg  out  a 
party  againft  the  Moha\\ks.  Through  ignoiaHce  of  the 
country,  and  the  want  of  Ihow-flioes,  they  were  almoil  per 
rifhed,  when  they  fell  in  wich  Schenec1:ady.  And  even  there 
the  Indians  would  have  facrificed  them  to  their  barbarous 
rage,  had  not  Corlear,  a  Dutchman,  interpofed  to  protccfc 
them.  Fortius  feafonable  holpitality,  the  French  goveinor 
invited  him  to  Canada,  but  he  was  unfortunately  drowned 
in  his  paiiiige  throngii  the  lake  Cham  plain.  It  is  in  honour 
of  this  man,  who  was  a  favourite  of  the  hidians,  that  the 
goveniors  of  New  York,  in  all  their  treaties^  are  add  efied 
by  the  name  of  Corlear.  Twenty  light  companies  of  foot, 
and  the  whole  railitia  of  C  anada,  marctied  the  next  fpring 
into  the  country  of  the  ?viohawks  :  but  their  fucceis  was 
vaftly  unequal  10  the  charge  and  labour  of  iuch  a  tedious 
march  of  700  miles  through  an  unc<.  kivaied  defai  c ;  foi  tile 
Indians,  on  their  aoproach,  re  ired  into  the  woods,  leaving 
behind  them  fome  old  fachems,  who  p>efevied  deaih  to 
life,  to  glut  the  fury  of  their  enemies    The  empiiuefs  of 
this  parade  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Indian  fea.  t \diiefs  of 
fire  arms  on  the  other,  b^-oughiaboutaperace  in  1667,  wiii-'  U 
continued  for  feveral  years  afier.  In  this  interval,  boih  <i'.e 
Engl ifli  and  French  cultivated  a  trade  with  the  natives,  very 
profitable  to  both  nations.  The  latter,  however,  we.e  melt 
politic  and  vigorous,  and  filled  the  Indian  country  with 
their  millionaries.  Tbe^lcur  Perot,  the  very  year  in  which 
the  peace  was  concluded,  travelled  about  f2co  miles  weft- 
ward,  making  profelytes  of  the  Indians  every  whe/e  to  the 
French  intereft.  Courcelles  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of 
art  and  mdultrfk  He  took  every  meafure  in  his  power  for 
the  defence  of  Canada.  To  prevent  the  irruptions  of  the 
five  nations,  by  the  way  of  lake  Champlain,  he  built  feve- 
ral forts  in  16,65,  between  that  and  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Sorel.  In  1672,  juft  before  his  return  to  France,  under  prc- 


mr.  Bellinj  befides  laying  down  thefe  towns  in  the  map, 
contained  in  the  fifth  volume,  writes  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  protra-ilion  of  lake  Ontario,  /es  Iroquois  dn  nord. 
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tence  of  treating  with  the  Indians  morecommodioufly,  but  in 
reality,  as  Charlevoix  exprelles  it,  to  bridle  them,"  he  ob- 
tained their  leave  to  erect  a  fort  at  Cadaraqni,  or  lake  Onta- 
rio, which  count  Frontenac,  his  fucceflbr,  completed  the  fol- 
lowing fpring,  and  called  after  his  own  name*.  The  com- 
mand of  it  was  afterwards  given  to  m.  de  la  Salle,  who,  in 
1678,  rebuilt  it  with  ftone.  Tbis  entcrprifing  perfbn, 
the  fame  year,  launched  a  bark  of  ten  tons  into  the  lake 
Ontario,  and  another  of  lixty  tons,  the  year  after,  into  lake 
Erie  ;  aljout  which  time  he  enclofed  with  pallifadoes,  a  lit- 
tle fpot  at  Niagara. 

Though  the  duke  of  York  had  preferred  col.  Thomas 
Pongan  to  the  government  of  this  province  on  the  30th  of 
September,  1682,  he  did  not  arrive  here  till  the  27th  of 
Auguft,  in  the  following  year.  He  was  a  man  of  integrity, 
moderation,  and  genteel  manners,  and,  though  a  profeiled 
papift,  may  be  clafled  among  the  bcft  of  our  governors. 

The  people,  who  had  been  formerly  ruled  nt  the  will  of 
the  duke's  deputies,  began  their  fii-ft  participation  in  the 
legiflative  power  under  col.  Dongan  ;  for  ihortly  after  his 
arrival,  he  ifllied  orders  to  the  Ihcriffs,  to  fummon  the  free- 
holders for  choofing  reprefentatives,  to  meet  him  in  aflem- 
bly  on  the  17th  of  OAober,  1683.  Nothing  could  be  more 
agreeable  to  the  people,  who,  whether  Dutch  or  Englifh, 
V'cre  born  the  fubjecfts  of  a  free  ftate  ;  nor,  indeed,  was  the 
change  of  lefs  advantage  to  the  duke,  than  to  the  inhabi- 
tants. For  fuch  a  general  difguft  had  prevailed,  and  in  par- 
ticular in  Long  Ifland,  againll  the  old  form  which  col.  Ni- 
coUs  had  introduced,  as  threatened  the  total  fubverlion  of 
the  public  tranquillity.  Col.  Dongan  faw  the  difaffediion  of 
the  people  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  ifland,  for  he  landed  there 
on  his  firft  arrival  in  the  country  ;  and  to  extinguifh  the 
fire  of  difcontent,  then  impatient  to  burft  out,  gave  them 
his  promife,  that  no  laws  or  rates  for  the  future  fliould  be 
impofed,  but  by  a  general  aflembly.^  Doubtlefs,  this  altera- 
tion v/as  agreeable  to  the  duke's  orders,  who  had  been 
ftrongly  importuned  for  itf,  as  well  as  acceptable  to  the 


*  In  May  1 721,  it  was  a  fquare,  with  four  baftions,  built 
of  ftone,  being  a  quarter  of  a  French  league  in  circumfe- 
rence ;  before  it,  are  m*any  fmall  iflands,  and  a  good  har- 
bour, and  behind  it  a  morafs.  Charlevoix. 

-|-  The  petition  to  his  royal  highnefs  was  drawn  by  the 
council,  the  aldermen  of  New  York,  and  the  juftices  of  the 
peace  at  the  court  of  aflize,  the  39th  of  June,  1681.  I  have 
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people  ;  for  they  fent  him,  foon  after,  an  addrcfs,  expref- 
ling  the  higheft  fenfe  of  gratitude,  for  fo  beneficial  a  change 
in  the  government.  It  would  have  been  impoffible  for  him 
much  longer  to  have  maintained  the  old  model  over  free 
fubjecls,  who  had  juft  before  formed  themfelves  into  a  co- 
lony for  the  enjoyment  of  their  liberties,  and  had  even  al- 
ready folicited  the  protetflion  of  the  colony  of  Connecfticut, 
from  whence  the  grenteft  part  of  them  came.  Difputes,  re- 
lating to  the  limits  of  certain  townfhips  at  the  eaft  end  of 
Long  Ifland,  fowed  the  feeds  of  enmity  againlt  Dongan,  fo 
deeply  in  the  hearts  of  many  who  were  concerned  in  them, 
that  their  reprefentation  to  Coiniecfticut,  at  the  revolution, 
contains  the  bittcreft  invectives  againft  him. 

Dongan  furpafled  all  liis  predecellbrs,  in  a  due  attention 
to  our  affairs  with  the  Indians,  by  whom  he  was  highly 
eiteemed.  It  mufl  be  remembered  to  his  honour,  that 
though  he  was  ordered  by  the  duke,  to  encourage  the 
French  prieils,  w  ho  were  come  to  refide  among  the  natives, 
under  pretence  of  advancing  the  popifh  caufe,  but  in  reality 
to  gain  them  over  to  the  French  inrerefl  ;  yet  he  forbid  the 
five  nations  to  entertain  them.  The  jefuits,  hov/ever,  had 
no  fmall  luccefs.  Their  profelytcs  are  called  piaying  Indi* 
ans,  or  Cagliiiuagaes,  and  refide  now  in  Canada,  at  the  fall 
of  St.  Lewis,  oppofite  to  Montreal.  This  village  was  begun 
in  1 6  71,  and  confifls  of  fuch  of  the  fve  nations,  as  have 
formerly  been  drawn  away  by  the  intrigi^es  of  the  French 
priefts,  in  the  times  of  Lovelace  and  Androfs,  who  fcem  to 
have  paid  no  atter.tion  to  our  Indian  affairs*.  It  was  owing 
to  the  infligation  alfo  of  thefe  priefts,  that  the  five  nations 
about  this  time,  committed  lioflilities  on  the  back  parts  of 
Maryland  an^  Vi>  gii'^a,  w  hich  occafioned  a  grand  conven- 
tion at  Albany,  in  the  year  1684.  Lord  Howard  of  Effing- 
ham, the  governor  of  Virginia,  was  prefent,  and  made  a 
covenant  with  them  for  preventing  further  depredations, 
towards  the  accoxnpliihment  of  which,  col.  Dongan  was  ve- 


feen  a  copy  in  the  hands  of  Lewis  Morris,  efq.  It  contains 
many  fevere  reflexions  upon  the  tyranny  of  fir  Edmond 
Androfs. 

*  Of  late,  fome  others  of  the  confederates  have  been  al- 
lured to  fettle  at  Ofwegatchi,  called  by  the  French,  la  Gal- 
lette,  near  50  miles  below  Frontenac.  General  Shirley's 
emiflaries  from  Ofwego,  in  1755,  prevailed  with  feveral  of 
thefe  families  to  return  to  their  old  habitations. 
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ry  inftminsntalf .  Dodtor  Colden  has  publiflied  this  treafy 
a'  large  :  b-j'  as  it  has  no  immediate  connexion  \vith  the 
affairs  of  this  p-ovince,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  reader  for 
a  full  account  of  it,  to  his  hiftoi  y  of  tiie  five  nations. 

While  lord  ITcwa:  d  was  at  Albany,  a  uieflenger  from  de 
In  ^^a.Te,then  governor  of  Ca!^ada,aiiived  there,  complain- 
ing of  the  S?"^eca  -ndians,  for  interrnpting  the  Fiench  in 
their  trade  w'iih  the  more  diftant  Indians,  commonly  in- 
cluded among  us  by  the  gene.al  name  of  the  far  nations^. 
Colonel  Dongan,  to  whom  the  meflagewas  lent,  communi- 
cated it  to  the  Senecas,  who  admitted  the  charge,  hut  jufti- 
fied  their  conducft,  alleging,  that  the  French  fupplied  arms 
and  amm'^uition  to  the  Twightwies'*',  wiih  whom  they 
were  then  at  war.  De  la  Ba'.Te,  at  rhe  fame  time,  medita- 
ting nothing  lefs  than  the  total  deftruciion  of  the  five  na- 
tions, proceeded  with  an  ar  :  y  of  i  700  men  to  the  lake 
On^-ario.  Mighty  preparations  were  made  to  obvain  the  de- 
fired  fuccefs  :  f-efh  troops  were  imported  from  France,  and 
a  letter  procured  from  the  duke  of  York  to  col.  Dongan, 
commanding  him  to  lay  no  ohftacles  in  the  way.  The  offi- 
cers polled  in  the  out  foi'ts,  e^  en  as  far  as  Meffilimakinac, 
"were  ordered  to  rendezA  ous  at  Niaga'  a,  with  all  the  wef- 
tern  Indians  they  could  engage.  Donsan,  regardlefs  of  the 
duke's  orders,  apprifed  the  Indians  of  the  French  defigns, 
and  promifed  to  affift  them.  After  fix  weeks  delay  at  fort 
Frontenac,  during  which  time  a  great  ficlaiefs,  occafioned 
by  bad  provifions,  broke  cut  in  the  French  army,  de  la 
Barre  found  it  neceilary  to  conclude  the  campaign  with  a 
treaty,  for  which  purpofe  he  crofled  the  lake,  and  came  to 
the  place,  which,  from  the  diftrefs  of  his  army,  was  called 
la  Tamine.  Dongan  fent  an  interpreter  among  the  Indians, 
by  all  means  to  prevent  them  from  attending  the  treaty^ 
The  Mohawks  and  Senecas  accordingly  refafed  to  meet  de 
la  Ban'c  :  but  the  Oneydoes,  Onondagas,  and  Cayugas, 
influenced  by  the  millionaiies,  were  unwilling  to  hear  the 
interpreter,  except  ..before  the  priefts,  joiie  la  Main,  and 
three  other  Frenchmen,  and  afterwards  waited  upon  the 


■[  This  covenant  was  ratified  in  1685,  and  at  feveral  times 
fince. 

X  By  the  far  nations  are  meant,  all  thofe  numerous  tribes 
inhabiting  the  conntiies  on  both  fides  of  the  lakes  Huron 
a!^d  Erie,  wellward  as  far  as  ihe  MifiilTippi,  and  tiie  fourh- 
ern  count  y  along  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  and  its  branche:?^ 

♦  By  tiie  French  called  Miamies. 
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French  governor.  Two  days  after  tlieir  arrival  in  the  camp, 
moiifieur  de  la  Barre  addrelling  hixnfelf  to  GaiTangula,  an 
Onondaga  chief,  made  the  following  fpeech,  the  Indians 
and  French  oificers  at  the  fame  time  foiniing  a  circle  round 
about  him. 

The  king,  my  niaftcr,  being  informed,  that  the  five  na- 
tions have  oi'ten  infringed  the  peace,  has  ordered  me  to 
come  hither  with  a  guarJ,  and  to  fend  Ohguefle  to  the 
Onondagas,  to  bring  the  chief  fachems  to  my  camp.  The 
intention  of  the  great  hing  is,  thar  you  and  I  may  fmoke 
tlie  calumet  of  peace  together  ;  but  on  this  condition,  that 
you  promlfe  me,  in  the  name  of  the  Scnecas,  Ceiyngas, 
Onondagas,  and  Mohawks,  to  give  entire  fatisfac'iion  and 
repai-aiion  to  his  fubjec^ts,  and  for  the  future,  never  to  mo- 
lelt  them. 

"  The  Scnccas,  Cayiigas,  Onondagas,  Oncydoes,  snd 
Mohawks,  have  robbed  arid  aoufecl  all  the  tradcis  tliat  were 
pafling  to  the  Illinois  and  Mianiics,  and  other  Indian  nati- 
ons, the  chiLircn  of  my  king.  They  have  acfled,  on  thefe 
occafions,  contrary  to  the  tieaty  of  peace  with  my  piede- 
ceflbr.  1  am  ordered,  the,  eforc,  to  demand  fatisfaclion,  and 
I  to  tell  them,  that  in  cafe  of  refiifal,  or  rhch  plundci  hig  tis 
anymore,  1  have  exprefs  orders  to  declaic  war.  This  belt 
i  confirms  my  words.  Thewar:  io  s  cf  the  five  nations  have 
1  conduCl:ed  the  Englifli  into  the  lakes,  which  belong  to  the 
,  king,  my  malter,  and  brought  ihe  Englifh  among  the  nati- 
p  oTis  that  are  his  cliildren,  to  deftroy  the  trade  of  his  fub- 
i  jecfts,  and  to  withdraw  thefe  nations  f; cm.  him.  They  have 
i  carried  the  Englifli  thither,  notvvithftanding  the  p -ohibi- 
!  tion  of  the  late  governor  of  New  York,  who  forcfc  w  the 
rifque  that  both  they  and  you  would  run.  I  am  willmg  to 
'  forget  thofe  things,  huz  if  ever  the  like  fliall  happen  for  the 
i/uture,  I  have  exprefs  orders  to  declaim  war  ao;ainlV  yon. 
1  This  belt  confirms  my  words.  Your  wariiors  have  made  fe-> 
!  veral  barbarous  incurfions  on  the  lilinoi*^  and  Umameis  ; 
they  have  ma^lacred  men,  women,  and  children,  and  have 
made  many  of  thefe  nations  p;  ifoners,  who  thought  iliem- 
I  felves  fafe  in  their  villages  in  time  of  peace  :  thele  people, 
1  who  are  my  king's  children,  muft  not  be  your  flaves  ;  yon 
muit  give  them  their  liberty,  and  fend  tliem  back  into  their 
own  country.  If  the  five  nations  lhall  refiife  to  do  this,  I 
have  exprefs  orders  to  declare  war  again fl:  them.  Tliis  belt 
confirms  my  words. 

This  is  what  I  have  to  ^ay  to  Garrangiila,  that  he  may 
carry  to  the  Senecss,  Onondagas,  (^neydoes,  Cayugas,  and 
MohaTvks,  the  declaration  which  tiie  king,  my  mailer,  has 
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commanded  me  to  make.  He  doth  not  wifh  them  to  force. 

him  to  fend  a  great  army  to  Cadarackui  fort/to  begin  3.  ] 
war,  which  mull  be  fatal  to  them.  He  would  be  forry  that  , 
this  fort,  thai:  was  the  work  of  peace,  Ihould  become  the  . 
prifon  of  your  warriors.  We  mall  endeavour,  on  both  fides, 
to  prevent  fich  misfortunes.  The  French,  who  are  the 
brethren    and  friends  of   the  five  nations,  will  never  . 
trouble  their  repofe,  provided  that  the  fatisfacftion  which  I 
demand,  be  given,  and  that  the  treaties  of  peace  be  here- 
after obferved.  I  ihall  be  extremely  grieved,  if  my  words 
do  not  pro^lace  the  eifec%  whicli  I  expert  from  them  ;  for 
then  I  fhall  be  obliged  to  join  with  the  governor  of  New- 
York,  who  is  commanded  by  his  mafter,  to  aflift  me,  and 
burn  the  catties  of  the  five  nations,  and  deltroy  you.  This 
belt  confirms  my  words." 

Garrangiila  heard  thefe  threats  with  contempt ;  becaufe 
he  had  learnt  the  diftreiled  ftate  of  the  French  army,  and 
k 'lew  that  they  were  incapible  of  executing  the  defigns 
with  which  ttiey  let  out  :  and  therefore,  after  walking  five 
or  fix  times  romid  ihe  circle,  he  anlwered  the  French  go- 
vernoi',  who  (at  in  an  elbow  chair,  in  the  following  ftrain  : 

YoMN'dNDIO, 

I  honour  you,  and  the  warriors  that  are  with  me  like- 
wife  honour  you.  Your  interpreter  has  finifliedyour  fpeech ; 
I  now  begin  mine.  My  words  make  haflie  to  reach  your 
ears  ;  hearken  to  them. 

Yonnondio,  you  muft  have  believed,  when  you  left 
Qjiebec,  that  the  I'un  had  burnt  up  all  the  foreils,  which 
render  our  country  inaccefiible  to  tiie  French,  or  that  the 
lakes  had  To  far  ove)-flovvn  rhebanks,  that  they  had  furround- 
ed  our  caftles,  and  that  it  was  impoflible  for  us  to  get  out 
oftK-m.  Yes,  Yonnondio,  far ely  you  muft  have  dreamt  fo  ; 
and  the  curiofity  of  feeing  fo  great  a  wonder,  has  brought 
you  fo  far.  Now  you  are  undeceived,  fince  that  I  and  the 
warriors  here  prefent,  are  come  to  afliire  you,  that  the 
Senecas,  Cayugas,  Onondagas,  Oneydoes,  and  Mohawks, 
a'-e  yet  alive,  I  thank  you,  in  their  name,  for  bringing  back 
into  their  country  the  calumet,  which  your  predeceflbr  re- 
ceived f  om  their  hands.  It  was  happy  for  you,  that  you 
left  initier  ground  that  m  .rdering  hatchet,  that  has  been  fo 
often  died  in  die  blood  of  the  French.  Hear,  Yonnondio,  I 
do  not  fleep  ;  I  have  my  eyes  open  ;  and  the  fun,  which 
cidightens  me,  dilcovers  to  me  a  great  captain  at  the  head 
of  a  company  of  foldiers,  who  fpeaks  as  if  he  were  dream- 
ing. He  fays,  that  he  only  came  to  the  lake  to  fmoke  on 
the  great  calumet  with  the  Oiiondagas.  But  Gari'angula 
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fays,  that  he  fees  the  contrary,  that  it  was  to  knock  them 
on  die  head,  il"  (icknefs  had  not  weakened  the  arniS  ot  lie 
French. 

*'  I  iee  Yonnondio  raving  in  a  camp  of  fick  men,  whofe 
lives  the  great  Ipi/it  has  faved,  by  iniiicting  this  fickneis  on 
them.  Hear,  Yonnondio,  our  women  had  laken  their  cl -ibs, 
our  children  and  old  men  had  carried  their  bows  and  ar- 
rows inio  the  heart  of  your  camp,  if  our  warrioi  s  had  not 
difarmed  them,  and  kept  them  back,  when  your  meiienger, 
Ohguefie,  came  to  our  caftles.  Ic  is  done,  and  1  have  faid  it. 
Hear,  Yonnondio,  we  plandered  none  of  the  French,  but 
thofe  that  carried  guns,  powder,  and  bail  to  the  Twight- 
wies  and  Chidiaghics,  becaufe  thofe  arms  might  have  coft 
us  our  lives.  Herein  we  follow  the  example  of  the  jefuits, 
who  ftave  all  the  kegs  of  rum  brought  to  our  calllcs,  \ci\  the 
drunken  Indians  fliould  knock  them  on  the  head.  0:.x  war- 
riors have  not  bever  enougn  to  pay  for  all  thefe  arms,  that 
they  have  taken,  and  our  old  men  are  not  afiaid  of  the  war. 
This  belt  prefervcs  my  words. 

We  carried  the  Englifli  into  our  lakes,  to  trade  tliere 
with  the  Utawawas  and  (?;iatGghies,  as  the  Adirondacks 
brought  the  Fi  ench  to  our  caftles,  to  carry  on  a  trade,  which 
the  Englifh  fay  is  theirs.  We  are  born  free  ;  we  neiiher  de- 
pend on  Yonnondio  or  Corlcar. 

We  may  go  where  we  pleafe,  and  carry  with  us  whom 
we  pleafe, and  buy  and  fell  what  we  pleafe :  if  your  allies  be 
your  flaves,  ufe  therri  as  fuch  ;  comniand  tlicm  to  receive  no 
other  but  your  people.  This  belt  preferves  my  words. 

**  We  knocked  the  Twightwies  and  Chicf^taghics  on  tlie 
head,  bccrufe  they  had  cui  down  the  trees  of  peace,  which 
were  the  limits  of  our  country.  They  have  hunted  bevei  s 
on  our  lands  :  they  liave  acfted  contrary  to  the  cuitonis  of 
all  Indians  ;  for  they  left  none  of  the  bevers  alive,  they  kil- 
led both  male  and  female.  They  brought  the  Satanas*  into 
the  country,  to  take  part  with  them,  af:er  ihey  had  con- 
certed ill  defigns  againft  us.  We  have  done  lefs  than  either 
the  Euglifii  or  French,  that  have  ufurpcd  the  lands  of  fo 
many  Indian  nations,  and  chafed  them  from  their  ovv  n  coun- 
try. This  belt  preferves  my  words. 

Hear,  Yonnondio  ;  v/hat  I  fay,  is  the  voice  of  all  the 
live  nations  ;  hear  wliat  they  anfwer  open  your  ears  to 
what  they  fpeak.  The  Senecas,  Cayugas,  Onondagas, 
Oneydoes,  and  Mohawks  fay,  that  when  they  buried  the 


*  By  the  French  called  Sauounons. 
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hatchft  at  Cadarackui  (in  the  prefence  of  yowr  predeccflbr) 
in  the  middle  of  tlie  fort  ;  they  planted  the  tree  of  peace 
in  the  fame  place,  to  be  there  carefully  preferved,  that,  in 
place  of  a  retreat  for  foldjers,  that  fort  niight  be  a  rendez- 
vous for  merchants  :  thac  in  place  of  arms  and  ammunition 
of  war,  bevers  and  merchandife  fiiould  only  enter  there. 

"  Hear,  Yonnondio,  take  care  for  the  future,  that  fo  great 
a  number  of  foldiers  as  appear  there  do  not  choke  the  tree 
pf  peace  planted  in  fo  fm.all  a  foit.  It  will  be  a  great  lofs, 
if,  afier  it  had  fo  eafily  taken  root,  you  fhoulcl  ftop  its 
growth,  and  prevent  i:s  covering  your  country  and  ours 
with  its  branches.  I  aflare  you,  in  the  name  of  the  five  na- 
tions, that  oar  warriors  fxiall  dance  to  the  calumet  of  peace 
under  its  leaves,  and  fhall  remain  quiet  on  their  mats,  and 
fhall  never  dig  up  the  hatchet,  till  their  brother  Yonnondio 
or  Corlear  fliali  eiiiher  jointly  or  leparately  endeavour  to 
attack  the  country,  which  the  great  Ipirit  has  given  to  our 
anceftors.  This  bekpverej"  esmy  words,  and  this  other,  the 
authority  which  the  five  nations  have  given  me/' 

Then  Garra.ngula,  addrelling  himfelf  to  monfieiir  la 
^]aili,  faid,  fake  courage,  Ohgnefle,  you  have  fpirit, 
fpeak,  explain  my  vrords,  forget  nothing,  tell  all  that  your 
brethren  and  friends  fay  to  Yonnondio,  your  governor,  by 
the  mouth  of  Garrangula,  who  loves  yon,  and  defires  you 
to  accept  of  this  prefent  of  bever,  and  take  part  with  me  in 
my  feail,  to  which  1  invite  you.  This  prelent  of  bever  is 
fent  to  Yonnondio,  on  the  part  of  the  five  nations." 

Enraged  at  this  bold  reply,  de  la  Barre,  as  foon  as  the 
peace  vv^as  concluded,  retired  to  Montreal,  *and  inglorioufly 
linifncd  an  expenfive  casnpaign,  as  dr.  Colden  obferves,  in  a 
fcold  with  an  old  Indian. 

De  la  Barre  was  fucceeded  by  the  marquis  de  Nonville, 
colonel  of  tlie  dragoons,  who  an'ived  with  a  reinforcement 
of  troops  in  1685.  The  mai  quis  was  a  man  of  courage  and 
an  enterprifing  fpirit,  and  not  a  little  animated  by  the  con- 
fideration,  that  he  was  fent  over  to  repair  the  difgrace, 
which  his  predeceflbr  had  brouglit  upon  the  French  colony. 
The  year  after  his  arrival  at  Qiiebcc,  he  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  ininifter  in  France,  recommending  the  fcheme  of  erect- 
ing a  (tone  fort,  fufftcient  to  contain  four  or  five  hundred 
men,  at  Niagara,  not  only  to  exclude  the  Englifli  from  the 
lakes,  but  to  command  the  fur  trade  and  fubdue  the  five  na- 
tions. Dongan,  who  was  jealous  of  his  defigns,  took  um- 
brage at  the  extraordinary  fupplles  fent  to  fort  Frontenac, 
and  wrote  to  tlie  French  governors,  fignifying,  that  if  he  at- 
tacked the  confederates^  he  would  coniider  it,  as  a  br^acH 
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of  the  peace  fubfifling  between  the  two  crowns  ;  and  to 
prevent  his  building  a  fort  at  Niagara,  he  protelled  againlt 
it,  and  claimed  thecountiyas  dependent  upon  the  province. 
De  Nonville,  in  his  anlwer,  denied  tha^;  he  intended  to  in- 
vade the  Five  Nations,  tho'  the  neceliary  preparations  for 
that  purpofe  were  then  carrying  on  ;  and  yet  Charlevoix 
commends  him  for  his  piety  and  uprighinefs,  "  egaieme7it 
eflunahle  (fays  the  jefuir)  pour  fa  valeur,  fa  droiture,  ii  fa 
pietey  Colonel  Doiigan,  v/ho  knew  the  imj[)ortance  of  our 
Indian  alliance,  placed  no  confidence  in  the  declarations  of 
the  mat  quis,  but  exerted  himielf  in  preparing  the  confede- 
rates for  a  war;  and  tne  French  audior,  jult  mentioned, 
does  him  honour,  while  he  complains  of  him  as  a  perpetual 
obftacle,  in  the  way  of  the  execution  of  their  Ichemes.  Onr, 
allit:s  were  now  triumphing  in  their  fucceis  over  the  Chic- 
tagiiics,  and  meditating  a  war  wiih  ihe'l  wightwies,  who  had 
diiturbed  them  in  tlici  '  bever-hunting.  De  Nonville,to  pre- 
vent ihe  intenupiion  of  the  French  trade  ^^i^h  the  Twight- 
wies,  determined  to  divert  the  Five  Nations,  and  carry  the 
war  into  heir  couniry.  To  that  end,  in  1687,  he  colleclcd 
aooo  troops  and  600  hulians  at  Montreal,  and  ifliied  orders 
to  all  the  cflicei  s  in  the  more  wefterly  country,  to  meet  him 
wiih  r.ddiiional  fuccouis  atNiagara,on  an  expedition  ag-ainft 
the  Scr#ecas.    An  Englifli  party,  under  one  M'Gregory,  at 
the  fame  time  was  gone  out  to  trade  on  the  lakes,  but  the 
French,  notwi':hRanding  the  peace  then  fubfifling  betweea 
the  lnvo  crowns>  intercepted  thcni,  feizcd  their  effecls,  ancl 
impri^'oned  their  perfons.  Monfieur  Fonti,  commandant  a- 
mong  the  ChicStaghics,  who  was  coming  to  the  general's  ren- 
dezvoi.s  at  Niagara,  did  the  like  to  another  Englifh  party, 
which  he  me'j  with  in  lake  Erie.*  The  r  ive  Nations,  in  tlie 
mean  time, were  preparing  to  give  theFrench  army  afuitable 
reception.  Monfieur  Companie,  with  two  or  three  hundred 
Canadians,  in  an  advanced  party,  farprifed  tv/o  villages  of 
the  confederates,  who,  ac  the  invitation  and  on  the  faich  of 
theFrench, feated  themieives  downal  cuteirhtleagr.es  from 
]ake  Fadarackui,  or  Ontario.  To  p'  event  their  elcape  wiih 
intelligence  to  their  countrymen,  they  were  carried  to  the 
fort,  and  all  but  thirteen  died  in  tormenisat  the  ftake,  fing- 
ing  with  an  heroic  fpirit,  in  their  expiring  moments,  the 
perfidy  of  the  French.  The  reft,  according  to  the  exprefs 


*  Both  tliefe  attacks  were  open  infractions  of  the  treaty 
at  Whitehall,  executed  in  Nov.  16S6  ;*by  which  it  was  a- 
greed,  that  the  hidian  trade  in  America,  fiiould  be  free  'c% 
fhc  Englifli  and  French.  ^ 
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orders  of  the  French  king,  were  fent  to  the  galleys  in  Eu- 
rope. The  marqiiis,  having  embarked  iiis  wliole  army  in 
canoes,  fet  oat  from  the.  fort  at  Cadarackui,  on  the  2td 
of  June,  one  half  of  them  palling  along  the  north,  and  the 
other  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  lake  ;  and  both  arrived  the 
fame  day  at  Tyrondequait,  and  fhortly  after  fet  out  on  their 
inarch  towards  the  chief  village  of  the  Scnecas,  at  about 
feven  leagues  diftance.  The  main  body  was  compofed  of  the 
regulars  and  militia,  the  front  and  rear  of  the  Indians  and 
traders.  The  fcouts  advanced  ths  fecond  day  of  their  march, 
as  far  as  the  com  of  the  village,  and  within  pillol-fhot  of 
500  Senecas,  who  lay  upon  their  bellies  undifcovered.  The 
French,  who  imagined  the  enemy  were  all  fled,  quickened 
their  march  to  overtake  the  women  and  old  men.  But  no 
fooner  had  they  reached  the  foot  of  a  hill,  about  a  mile  from 
the  village,  than  the  Senecas  raifed  the  war  ihout,  and  in 
the  fame  inllant  charged  upon  the  whole  army  both  in  the 
front  and  rear.  Univerfal  confulion  enfued.  The  bat  alions 
divided,  fired  upon  each  o  iher,  and  flew  into  the  Avood.  The 
Senecas  improved  the  diforder  of  the  enemy,  till  they  v/cre 
repulfed  by  the  French  Indians.  According  to  Charlevoix's 
account,  which  may  be  juftly  fuipected,  the  enemy  loft  but 
fix  men,  and  had  twenty  wounded  in  the  confiicTc.  Of  the 
Senecas,  he  fiys,  fi^cy  were  wounded  and  foity  five  flain. 
The  marquis  was  fo  much  difpirited,  that  he  could  nor  be 
perftiaded  to  purfue  the  enemy  that  day  ;  vviiich  gave  the 
Senecas  an  opportunity  to  bum  their  village,  and  get  ofi\ 
Two  old  men  remained  in  the  caftle  to  receive  the  genei  al, 
and  regale  the  barbarity  of  his  Indian  allies.  After  dellroying 
the  com  in  this  and  feveral  other  villages,  the  army  retired 
to  she  banks  of  the  lake,  and  erecled  a  fort  with  four  baf- 
tions,  on.  the  fouth  eaft  fide  of  the  ftreights  at  Niagara,  in 
which  they  left  too  men,  under  the  command  of  Le  Cheva- 
lier de  la  Trove,  with  eight  months  provilions  ;  but  thefe 
being  clofely  blocked  up,  all,  except  feven  or  eight  of  them, 
who  we^e  accidentally  relieved, periihed  thro'  famine*.  Soon 
after  this  expedition,  colonel  Dongan  met  the  Five  Nations 


*  Nothing  can  be  more  pei*fidious  and  unjuft,  than  this 
attack  upon  our  confederates.  The  two  crov,^ns  had  but  jufl: 
concluded  a  treaty  for  the  prefcrvation  of  the  peace  :  La 
Hontan,  one  of  the  French  hifl:orians,  ccnfures  DeNonville's 
conducffc,  and  admits  the  Britifli  title  to  the  command  of  the 
lakes,  but  Charlevoix  blames  him,  as  he  does  Hennepin,  De 
L'Ifle  and  every  other  author,  who  confefles  the  truth,  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  aoibitious  claims  of  the  court  of  France. 
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St  Albany,  To  what  intent,  appears  from  the  fpeech  he 
made  to  them  on  the  5th  of  Aiignft,  which  I  choofe  to  lay 
before  the  reader,  to  iliow  his  vigilance  and  zeal  for  the  in- 
tereft  of  his  mailer,  and  the  common  weal  of  the  province 
committed  to  his  care. 
"  Brethren, 

I  am  very  glad  to  fee  you  here  in  this  houfe,  and 
am  heartily  glad  that  you  have  fiiftained  no  greater  lofs  by 
the  French,  though  I  believe  it  was  their  intention  to  de- 
ftroy  you  all,  if  they  could  have  furprifed  you  in  your 
caftles. 

As  foon  as  l  heai'd  their  defign  to  war  with  you,  I  gave 
you  notice,  and  came  up  hither  myfelf,  that  1  might  be 
,  ready  to  give  all  the  alliltance  and  advice,  that  fo  fhort  a 
I  tiiue  would  allow  me. 

I  "  I  am  now  about  fending  a  gentleman  to  England,  to 
I  the  king,  my  malter,  10  let  him  know,  that  the  French 
j  have  invaded  his  territories  on  this  fide  of  the  great  lake, 
I  and  warred  upon  the  brethren  his  fubjects.  I  therefore 
i  would  willingly  know,  wheiher  the  brethren  have  given 
1  the  governor  of  Canada  any  provocation  or  not ;  and  if 
I  they  have,  how,  and  in  what  manner  ;  becaufe  1  am  obliged 
I  to  give  a  true  account  of  this  matter.  This  bufinefs  may 
j  caufe  a  war  between  the  king  of  England  and  the  French 
king,  both  in  Europe  and  here,  and  therefore  I  muft  know 
I  the  truth. 

!  "  I  know  the  governor  of  Canada  dare  not  enter  into 
the  king  of  Engmnd's  territories,  in  a  hoftile  manner, 
Avithout  provocation,  if  he  thought  the  brethren  were  the 
king  of  England's  fubjecis ;  but  you  have,  two  or  three 
years  ago,  made  a  covenant  chain  with  the  French,  con- 

'  trary  to  my  coiinnand  (which  I  knew  could  not  hold  l^'^g) 
being  void  of  itlelf  among  the  chrillians ;  forafmuch  as 
fubjcifls  (as  you  are)  ought  not  to  treat  with  any  foreign 
nation,  it  not  lying  in  your  power.  You  have  brought  this 
trouble  upon  yourfelves  ;  and,  as  I  believe,  this  is  the  only 
reafon  of  their  falling  on  you  at  this  time. 

"  Brethren,  I  took  it  very  ill,  that  after  you  had  put 
yourfelves  into  the  number  of  the  great  king  of  England's 
lubjeds,you  fhould  ever  offer  to  make  peace  orwar,without 
my  confent.  You  know  that  we  can  live  without  you  ;  but 
you  cannot  live  without  us  ;  you  never  found  that  1  told  you 
a  lie,  and  I  offered  you  the  ailiftance  you  wanted,  provided 
that  you  would  be  advifed  by  me  ;  for  I  know  the  Freach 
I  better  than  any  of  you  do. 

Now  fince  there  is  a  war  begun  upon  you  by  the  gover- 
nor of  Canada  i  I  hope  without  any  provocation  by  you 
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given,  I  defire  and  command  you,  that  yon  hearken  to  u» 
treaty  but  by  my  advice  ;  which  if  you  follow,  you  fliall  have 
the  benefit  of  the  great  chain  of  friendiliip  between  the  gi'cat 
king  of  England,  and  the  king  cf  France,  which  came  out 
of  England  the  other  day,  and  which  I  have  fent  to  Canada 
by  Anthony  le  Junavd  ;  in  the  mean  time,  I  will  give  yon 
fuch  advice  as  will  be  for  your  good  :  and'  will  (apply  you 
with  fuch  neccflaries  as  you  will  have  need  of. 

I  ft,  My  advice  is,  as  to  what  prifoners  cf  the  French 
yon  Ihall  take,  that  you  draw  not  their  blood,  but  bring 
them  home,  and  keep  them  to  exchange  for  your  people, 
which  tliey  have  piiiuners  already,  or  may  take  hereafter. 

2dly,  That  if  it  be  poiiible,  that  you  can  order  it  fo,  I 
would  have  you  take  one  or  two  of  your  wifeli:  fackems, 
and  one  or  two  of  your  chief  captains,  of  each  nation,  to  be 
a  council  to  manage  all  affairs  of  the  war.  They,  to  give  or- 
ders to  the  rett  of  the  omcers  what  tliey  are  to  do,  that  your 
deligns  rnay  be  kept  private  ;  for  after  it  comes  among  fb 
many  people,  it  is  blazed  abroad,  and  your  deligns are  often 
frultrated  ;  and  thofe  chief  men  fliould  keep  a  correfpon- 
dence  with  me  by  a  truity  mclfenger. 

?dly.  The  great  matter  under  coniideration  with  the 
brethren  is,hov/  to  ft"engtlien  themfelves,  and  weaken  their 
enemy.  My  opinion  is,  that  die  brethren  fnould  fend  mefien- 
gersto  the  U:av/awas,  Twightwies,  and  the  farther  Indians, 
and  to  fend  back  likewile  fome  of  the  prifoners  of  thefe  na- 
tions, if  you  have  any  left,  to  bury  the  hatchet,  and  to  make 
a  covenant-chain,  ths.t  they  may  pat  av/ay  all  the  French 
that  are  among  tiiem,  and  that  you  will  open  a-  path  for 
them  this  way  (they  being  the  khig  of  England's  fubjeifls 
li];ewife,  though  the  French  have  been  admitted  to  trade 
with  them  ;  for  all  that  the  French  have  in  Canada,  they 
had  it  of  the  g;'e?-t  king  of  England)  that,  by  that  means, 
they  may  come  hidier  freely,  where  they  may  have  every 
thing  cheaper  than  am^ong  die  French  :  that  you  and  they 
may  join  together  againft  the  French,  and  make  fo  firm  a 
league,  that  whoever  is  an  enemy  to  one,  mult  be  to  both. 

4thly,  Another  thing  of  concern  is,  th-it  you  ought  to 
do  wh?»,t  you  can,  to  open  a  path  for  all  the  north  Indians 
and  Mahikanders  that  are  among  the  Utavv-awasand  further 
nations.  I  will  endeavour  to  do  the  fame  to  bring  them 
home.  For,  they  not  daring  to  return  home  your  way,  the 
French  keep  them  there  on  purpofe  to  join  with  the  other 
nations  agaiuft  you,  for  your  dellrucftioji  ;  for  you  know, 
that  one  of  them  is  worfe  than  fix  of  the  others  ;  therefore 
all  means  muH  be  ufed  to  bring  them  home,  and  ule  them 
kindly  as  they  pais  througli  your  comitry. 
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"  5thly,  My  advice  further  is,  that  mefiengevs  go,  in  be- 
half of  all  the  Five  Nations,  to  the  chriftian  Indians  at  Ca- 
nada, toperfuade  them  to  come  home  to  their  native  coun- 
tiy.  This  will  be  another  great  means  to  weaken  your  ene- 
my ;  but  if  they  will  not  be  advifed,  you  know  what  to  do 
with  them. 

6thly,  I  think  it  very  nece{rary,  for  the  brethren's  fccu- 
rity  and  affiftance,  and  to  the  endamaging  the  French,  to 
build  a  fort  upon  the  lake,  where  I  may  keep  (lores  and  pro - 
vifions,  in  cafe  of  neceffity  ;  and  theretore  1  would  have  the 
brethren  let  me  know  what  place  will  be  raoft  convenient 
for  it. 

"  ythly,  I  would  not  have  the  brethren  keep  their  corn 
in  their  caftles,  as  I  hear  the  Onondagas  do,  bat  bury  it  a 
^reatway  in  the  woods,  where  few  people  may  know  where 
It  is,  for  fear  of  fach  an  accident  as  has  happened  to  the 
Senecas. 

Sthly,  I  have  given  my  advice  in  your  general  afTembly, 
by  mr.  Dirk  Weflels  and  Akus,  the  interpreter,  how  you 
are  to  manage  your  parties,  and  how  neccllary  it  is  to  gee 
pxifoners  to  exchange  for  your  own  men  that  are  pri Toners 
with  the  French  ;  and  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  brethren 
are  fo  imitedas  mr.  Dirk  Weflels  tells  me  you  are,  and  that 
there  was  no  rotten  members  nor  French  fpies  among  you. 

"  pthly.  The  bretliren  may  remember  my  advice,  which 
I  fent  you  this  fpring,  not  to  go  to  Cadarackui ;  if  you  had, 
they  would  have  ferved  you,  as  they  did  your  people  that 
came  from  hunting  thither  ;  for  I  told  yon  lhat  I  knew  the. 
French  better  than  you  did. 

^'  lothly,  There  was  no  advice  or  propofition  that  I  mad© 
to  the  brethren  all  tlie  time  that  the  prieft  lived  at  Ononda- 
ga, but  what  he  wrote  to  Canada,  as  I  found  by  one  of  his 
letters,  which  he  gave  to  an  Indian  to  carry  to  Canada,  but 
which  was  brought  hither  ;  therefore,  I  delire  the  brethren 
not  to  receive  him,  or  any  French  prieft  any  more,  having 
fent  for  Englifli  priefts,  with  whom  you  may  be  fuppli^d  to 
your  content. 

iithly,  I  would  have  the  brethren  look  ont  fharp,  for 
fear  of  being  furprifed.  1  believe  all  the  ftrength  of  the 
French  will  be  at  their  frontier  places,  viz.  at  Cadarackui, 
and  Onia^ara,  where  they  have  built  a  fort  now,  and  at 
Trois  Rivieres,  Montreal,  and  Chambly. 

I2thly,  Let  me  pur  you  in  mind  again,  not  to  make  any 
ti-eaties  without  my  means,  which  will  be  more  advantage- 
ous for  you,  than  your  doing  it  for  yoiirfelves ;  for  then  you 
will  be  looked  upon  as  the  king  of  England's  fubje(fts  ;  and 
let  me  know,  froui  time  to  time,  eveiy  tiling  that  is  done. 


THE  HIST6RY 


Thus  far  I  have  fpdken  to  you  relating  to  the  war.'* 
Not  long  after  this  interview,  a  conliderable  party  of  Mo- 
haws  andlvlahikanders,  or  river  Indians,  befet  fort  Chambly, 
burnt  feverMl  houfes,  and  retumed  with  many  captives  to 
Albany.  Forty  Onondagas,  about  the  fame  time,  furprifed 
a  few  foldlers  near  fort  Frontenac,  whom  they  confined  in- 
itead  of  the  Indians  fent  home  to  the  gallies,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  utmoll  addrels  was  ufed  to  regain  them,  by  Lamber- 
ville,  a  French  priefi,  who  delivered  them  two  belts,  to  en- 
gage their  ^ndncfs  to  the  prifoners,  and  prevent  their  join- 
ing the  quarrel  with  the  Senecas.  The  beks  being  fent  to 
colonel  Dongan,  he  v/rote  to  De  Nonville,  to  demand  the 
reafon  of  their  being  delivered.  Pere  le  Vaillant  was  fent 
hereabout  the  beginning  of  the  year  1688,  under  colour  of 
biinging  an  anfv/er,  but  in  reality  as  a  fpy  Col.  Dongan 
told  him,  that  no  peace  could  be  made  with  the  five  nations, 
unlefs  the  Indians  fent  to  the  gallies,  and  the  Caghnuaga 
profelytes  were  returned  to  their  refpetftive  cantons,  the 
foitsat  Niagara  and  Frontenac  raifed,  and  the  Senecas  had 
fadsfadtion  made  them,  for  the  damage  they  had  fuftained. 
The  jefuit,  in  his  return,  was  ordered  not  to  vifit  the  Mo- 
hawks. 

Dongan,  who  was  fully  fenfible  of  the  importance  of  the 
Indian  intereft  to  the  Engli,Ti  colonics,  was  for  compelling 
the  French  to  apply  to  him  in  all  their  aifairs  with  the  Five 
Nations  ;  while  they,  on  the  other  hand,  were  for  treating 
with  them  independent  of  the  Englifh.  For  this  reafon,  a- 
mong  others,  he  refafcd  them  the  affillance  they  frequent- 
ly required ,  till  they  acknowledged  the  dependence  of  the 
confederates  on  the  Englifh  crown.  King  James,  a  poor, 
bigotted,  popifh,  priell- ridden  prince,  ordered  his  governor 
to  give  up  this  point,  ai)d  to  perfuade  the  Five  Nations  to 
fend  meflengers  to  Canada,  to  receive  propofals  of  peace 
from  the  Fi  each.  For  this  purpofe,  a  cefiation  of  arms 
and  mutual  delivery  of  prifoners  was  agreed  upon.  Near 
1200  of  the  confederates  attended  this  negociation  at  Mon- 
treal, and  in  their  fpeccli  to  De  Nonville,  infilled  with  great  ? 
refolution,  upon  the  terms  propofed  by  colonel  Dongan  to 
father  le  Vaillant.  The  French  governor  declai  ed  his  wil- 
lingnefs  to  pat  an  end  to  the  war,  if  all  his  allies  might  be 
included  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  if  the  Mohawks  and  Sene- 
cas would  fend  deputies  to  fignify  their  concurrence,  and 
the  French  might  fupply  fort  Frontenac  with  provifious. 
The  confederates,  according  to  the  French  accounts,  acced- 
ed to  thefe  conditions,  and  the  treaty  was  ratified  in  the  fiek!. 
But  a  new  rupture  not  long  after  enfued,  f.om  a  caufe  en- 
tirely unfufpedted.  The  D>inondadies  had  lately  uiciined  to 

J 


O  r   N  E  W-Y  O  R  K. 


tliff  EnglLli  trade  at  Miffilimakinac ;  and  their  alliance  was 
therefore  become  fafiiectecl  by  the  French.  Adai  io,  their 
chief,  thought  to  regain  the  ancient  confidence,  v.  hich  had 
been  repofed  in  his  countrymen,  by  a  notable  action  againft 
the  Five  Nations  ;  and  for  tiiat  parpofe  put  himlcif  at  the 
head  of  lOO  men  :  notiiing  was  more  difagreeable  to  him, 
than  the  pi  ofpec^t  of  peace  between  the  French  and  the 
confederates  ;  for  that  event  would  not  only  render  the  a- 
miry  of  the  Dinondaclies  ufclefs,  but  give  the  French  an  op- 
portunity of  refenting  their  late  favourable  conduCl  towards 
the  Englifh.  Imprefied  with  thefe  i'entiments,  out  of  affec- 
tion to  his  country,  he  intercepted  the  ambafiadors  of  the 
Five  Nations,  aL  one  of  the  falls  in  Cadarackui  river,  killed 
fome,  and  took  others  prifoners,  telling  them  that  the 
French  governor  had  iufornied  him,  that  fifty  warriors  cf 
the  Five  Nations  were  coming  that  way.  As  the  Dinonda- 
dies  and  confederates  were  then  at  war,  the  ambafiadors 
were  afloniihed  at  the  perfidy  of  the  French  govenior,  and 
could  not  help  commuidcating  the  defign  of  their  journey. 
Adario,  in  profecution  of  his  crafty  fchemc,  counterfeited 
the  utinoft  diitrefs,  anger,  andfliame,  on  being  made  the  ig- 
nominious tool  of  de  Nonville's  treachery,  and  addrefling 
himfelf  to  Dckanefpra,  the  principal  amballador,  (aid  to 
him,  Go,  my  brethren,  I  untie  your  bonds,  and  lend  you 
home  again,  though  our  nations  be  at  war.  The  French  go- 
vernor has  made  me  commit  fo  black  an  aclion,  that  I  fhall 
never  be  eafy  after  ic,  till  the  Five  Nations  ihall  have  taken 
full  revenore."  This  outrage  and  indignity  upon  the  rights 
of  ambafladors,  the  truth  of  which  they  did  not  in  the  leaft 
doubt,  animated  the  confedetates,  to  the  1  ecnell  thirft  al- 
ter revenge  ;  and  accordingly  1200  of  their  men,  on  the  26lh 
of  July  1688,  landed  on  the  fouth  lide  of  the  ifland  of  Monr 
treal,  wdiile  the  French  were  in  perfec't  fecu:  ity  ;  burnt  their 
houfes,  facked  their  plantations,  and  put  to  the  fword  all 
the  men,  women,  and  children,  without  the  llvirrs  of  the 
town.  A  thoufand  French  were  flain  in  this  invafion,  and 
twenty  fix  carried  into  captivity,  and  burnt  alive.  Many 
more  were  made  prifoners  in  another  attack  in  Oc^tober, 
and  the  lower  part  of  the  ifland  wholly  dellroyed.  Only 
three  of  the  confederates  were  loft,  in  all  this  fcene  of  mi- 
iery  and  defolation*. 


*  I  have  follow^ed  dr.  Colden  in  the  accornt  cf  this  at- 
tack, who  differs  from  Charlevoix.  That  jefiiit  tells  us,  that 
the  invalion  wns  late  in  x-^ugutt,  and  the  Indiar  s  1 500  llrorg  ; 
an-l  as  to  the  lofs  pf  the  Frvneh,  he  diminifiies  it  to  only  200 
fp^ajs, 
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Never  before  did  Canada  fiii^ain  fuch  a  heavy  blow.  The 
news  of  this  attack  on  Montreal  no  fooner  reached  the  gar- 
rifon  at  the  lake  Ontado,  than  they  fet  fire  to  the  two  barks, 
which  they  had  built  there,  and  abandoned  the  fort,  leaving 
a  match  to  28  barrels  of  powder,  defigned  to  blow  up  the 
works.  The  foldiers  went  down  the  river  in  fuch  precipi- 
tation, that  one  of  the  battoes  and  her  crew  were  all  loft  in 
Ihootinga  fall.  The  confederates  in  the  mean  time  feized 
the  fort,  the  powder,  and  the  ftores  ;  and  of  all  the  French 
allies,  who  were  vaftly  numerous,  only  the  Nepicirinians 
and  Kikabous  adhered  to  them  in  their  calamities.  The 
Utawawas  and  feven  other  nations  inftantly  made  peace 
with  the  Engliih  ;  and  but  for  the  uncommon  fagacity  and 
addrefs  of  the  (ieur  Perot,  the  weftern  Indians  would  have 
murdered  every  Frenchman  among  them.  Nor  did  the  dif- 
trefles  of  the  Canadians  end  here.  Numerous  fcouts  from 
the  five  nations,  continually  infefted  their  borders.  The  fre- 
quent depredations  that  were  made,  prevented  them  from 
the  cultivation  of  their  fields,  and  a  diftrefiiingfamine^saged 
through  the  whole  country'.  Nothing  but  the  ignorance  of 
the  Indians,  in  the  art  of  attacking  fortified  places,  faved 
Canada  fi-om  being  now  utterly  cut  off.  It  was  therefore 
unfpeakably  fortunate  to  the  French,  that  the  Indians  had 
no  alliftance  from  the  Englifh,  and  as  unfortunate  to  us,  that 
our  colonies  were  then  incapable  of  affording  fuccours  to 
the  confederates,  through  the  malignant  influence  of  thofe 
execrable  meafiires,  which  were  purfued  under  the  infa- 
3nous  reign  of  king  James  the  fecond.  Colonel  Dongan, 
whatever  his  condad:  might  have  been  in  civil  affairs,  did 
all  *-hat  he  could  iii  thofe  ■<  elating  to  the  Indians,  and  fell 
at  laft  into  the  king's  difpleafure,  through  his  zeal  for  the 
true  intereft  of  the  province. 

While  thcfe  things  were  tranfadling  in  Canada,  a  fcene 
of  the  greatei  L  importance  was  opening  at  New- York.  A 
general  difafrevftion  to  the  government  prevailed  among  the 
people.  Fapifts  began  to  fettle  in  the  colony,  imder  the 
ihiiles  of  the  govenior.  The  collecftor  of  the  revenues,  and 
fever  .1  principal  officers,  tbrew  off  the  mafk,  and  openly 
avowed  their  attachment  to  the  dodirinesof  Rome.  A  Latin 
fchool  was  fet  up,  and  the  teacher  Itrongly  fufpecleci  for  a 
jefuit.  The  people  of  Long-Tfland,  who  were  difappointed 
in  their  expe(ftation  of  mighty  boons,  promifed  by  the  go- 
vernor on  his  arrival,  were  become  his  perfonal  enemies  ; 
and  in  a  wo.  d,  the  whole  body  of  the  people  trembled  for 
the  proteftant  ca'ife.  Here  the  leaven  of  oppofiLiou  firftbe- 
jran  to  wo  k.  Their  intelligence  from  England,  of  the  de- 
figns  there  in  favour  of  the  prince  of  Oi-ange,  blew  up  the 
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coals  of  difcontent,  and  eleviSQd  the  hopes  of  the  difaffedled. 
But  no  man  dared  to  fpring  in  acftion,  till  after  the  rupture 
in  Bolton.  Sir  Edmond  Androfs,  who  was  perfeiftly  devoted 
to  the  arbitrary  meafures  of  king  James,  by  his  tyranny  in 
New-England,  had  drawn  upon  himfelf  the  univerfal  odium 
of  a  people,  animated  with  the  love  of  liberty  and  in  the 
defence  of  it  refolute  and  courageous  ;  and  therefore,whea 
they  coul  l  no  longer  endure  his  defpotic  rule,  they  feized 
and  imprifoned  him,  and  afterwards  fent  him  to  England. 
The  government,  in  the  mean  time,  was  vefted  in  the  hands 
of  a  committee  for  tlie  fafery  of  the  people,  of  which  mr. 
Bradftreet  was  chofcn  prehdent.  Upon  the  news  of  this 
event,  feveral  captains  of  our  militia  convened  themfelves 
to  concert  meafures,  in  favour  of  the  prince  of  Orange. 
mong  tliefe,  Jacob  Leifler  was  the  moft  active.  lie  was  a 
man  in  tolerable  efteem  among  the  people,  and  of  a  mo- 
derate fortune,  but  dellitutc  of  every  qualification  necefliiry 
for  the  enterprife.  Milbonie,  his  fon-iii-law,  an  ^'nglilhman, 
direcfted  all  his  councils,  while  Leiller  as  abfolutely  influ- 
enced the  other  officers. 

The  firft  thing  they  contrived,  was  to  feize  the  gamfon. 
in  New-York  ;  and  the  cullom,  at  that  tit  e,  of  guarding  it 
every  night  by  the  militia,  gave  Leifler  a  fire  opportunity 
of  executing  thedehgn.  He  entered  it  with  foity  nine  men, 
and  determined  to  hold  it  till  the  whole  militia  fliould  join 
him.  Colonel  Dongau,  who  was  about  to  leave  the  province, 
then  lay  embarked  in  the  bay,  having  a  little  before  reiigned 
the  government  to  Francis  NichoHon,  the  lieutenant  gover- 
nor. The  council,  civil  officers,  and  migift:  ates  of  the  city, 
were  againd:  Leifler,  and  therefo^'e  many  of  his  friends 
were  at  firft  fearful  of  openly  efpoufing  a  caufe  difapproved 
by  the  gentlemen  of  figure.  For  this  reafon,  Leillei 's  fiffl  de- 
claration in  favour  of  the  prince  of  Oran  jre,  was  fubfcribed 
onlybyafew,  among  feveral  companies  of  the  trained  bands. 
While  the  people,  lor  four  days  fucceffively,  were  in  th^ 
ntmoft  pe*-plexitY  to  determine  what  part  to  choofe,  being 
folicited  by  Leiiler  on  the  one  hand,  and  threatened  by  the 
lieutenant  governor  on  the  other,  the  tovm  was  alarmed 
with  a  report,  that  three  fhips  were  coming  up,  with  or- 
ders from  the  prince  of  Orange.  This  falfehood  was  very 
feafonably  propagated  to  ferve  the  inter  ell  of  Leifler  ;  for  on 
that  day, the  ^d  of  June  i689,his  party  was  augmented  by  the 
addition  of  fix  captains  and  400  men  in  New- York,  and^ 
f ompany  of  70  men  from  Eafl  Ciiefter^  who  all  fubfcribed  si 
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fecond  declaration*,  rautually  covenanting  to  hold  the  fort 
for  the  pnnce.  Colonel  Dongan  continued  till  this  time  in 
the  harbour,  waiting  the  ililie  of  thefe  commotions  ;  and 
Nichoiron's  party  being  now  unable  to  contend  with  their 
opponents  were  totally  difperfed,  the  lieutenant  governor 
himfelf  abfconding,  the  very  night  after  the  laft  declaration 
was  figned. 

Lcifier  being  now  in  complete  poflefiion  of  the  fort,  fent 
home  an  addrefs  to  hing  William  and  queen  Mary,  as  foon 
as  he  received  the  news  of  their  accellion  to  the  throne.  It 
is  a  tedious,  incorrecl,  ill-drawn  narrative  of  the  grievances 
which  the  people  had  endured,  and  the  methofis  lately  ta- 
ken to  fecui-e  themfelves,  ending  with  a  recognition  of  the 
fovereifrnty  of  the  king  and  queen  over  the  whole  Englifh 
dominions. 

This  addrefs  was  foon  followed  by  a  private  letter  from 
LeLler  to  king  William,  which,  in  very  broken  Englifn,  in- 
forms his  majefiy  of  the  ftate  of  the  gaiTifan,  the  repairs 
he  had  made  to  it,  and  the  temper  of  the  people,  and  con- 
cludes with  Iti  ong  proteltations  of  his  fiiicerity,  loyalty, 
and  zeal.  ]oflStoll,  an  enfign,  on  the  delivery  of  this  let- 
ter to  the  kin '5,  had  the  honour  to  kifs  his  maj tally's  hand  ; 
but  Nicholfon  ihe  lieutenant-governor,  and  one  Ennis,  an 
epifccn?!  cle-gyman,  arrived  in  England  before  him  ;  and 
by  falfely  reprefenring  the  late  meafures  in  New  To*  k,  as 
proceeding  rather  f.-om  their  averfion  to  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, than  zeal  for  the  prince  of  Orange,  Leifler  and  his 
party  milled  the  rev/ards  ajid  notice,  whicii  their  acl:ivity 


*  1  have  taken  an  exatfl  copy  of  it  for  the  fatisfadlion  of  the 
reader.  Whereas  our  intention  tended  only  but  to  the 
prefervation  of  the  proteftant  religion,  and  the  fort  of  this 
city,  to  the  end  that  we  may  avoid  and  prevent  the  lafh 
judgment  of  the  world,  in  fb  juft  a  defign  ;  we  have  thought 
ifit,  to  let  every  body  know  by  thefe  public  proclamation, 
that  till  the  lafe  arryvell  of  the  Ihips,  that  we  expetfl 
ipvery  day,  from  his  royal  highnefs  the  prince  of  Orange, 
with  orders  for  the  government  of  this  country  in  the  behalf 
ef  fuch  perfon,  as  the  faid  royal  highnefs  had  chofen,  and 
honoured  with  the  charge  of  a  governor,  that  as  foon  as  the 
bearer  of  the  faid  orders,  fhall  have  let  us  fee  his  power, 
then,  and  without  any  delay,  we  fhall  execute  the  faid  or- 
ders pancftually  ;  declaring  that  we  do  intend  to  fubmit  and 
obey,  not  only  the  faid  ofders,  but  alfo  the  bearer  thereof, 
committed  for  the  execution  of  the  fame.  Inwitnefs  hereof, 
we  have  figned  thefe  prefents^  the  third  of  June  1689." 


OF   NEW -  YORK. 


75 


for  the  revolution  juftly  deferved.  For  though  the  king 
made  Sroll  the  bearer  ot  his  thanks  to  the  people  for  their 
fidelity,  be  fo little  regarded  Leillcr's  conipiaints  againit .  i- 
cholfon,  that  he  was  foon  after  preferred  to  the  government 
of  Virginia.  Dongan  returned  to  Ireland,  and,  it  is  faid, 
fiicceeded  to  the  earldom  of  Limerick. 

Leiller's  fadden  invefcitiire  with  fupreme  power  over  the 
province,  and  the  probable  profpects  of  king  William's  ap- 
probation ef  his  condntit,  could  not  but  excite  the  env^-^and 
jealoufy  of  the  late  council  and  magillrates,  who  had  lefu- 
fed  to  join  in  the  glorious  work  of  the  revoiutioi:  ;  and 
hence  the  fpring  of  all  their  averfion,  both  to  the  man  and 
his  meafures.  Colonel  Bayard,  and  Courtland  the  mayor  of 
the  cicy,  weie  at  the  head  of  his  opponents,  and  finding  it 
impoffible  to  raife  a  party  againft  him  in  ihe  city,  they  very 
ea  1/  retired  to  Albany,  and  there  endeavoured  to  foment 
the  oppofition.  Leiiier,  on  the  other  hand,  fearful  of  their 
intluence,  and  to  extinguilh  the  jealouly  of  the  people, 
thougiit  it  prudent,  to  admit  feveral  trufty  perfons  to  a  par- 
ticipation of  that  power,  which  the  militia  on  the  ill  of 
July  had  committed  folely  to  iiinifclf.  In  conjunction  with 
thefe,  (who,  after  the  boiton  example,  were  called  the  com* 
mittee  of  fafety)  he  exercifed  the  government,  all ianing 
to  himfelf  only  the  honour  of  bemg  prefideut  in  their 
councils.  This  model  continued  till  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber, when  a  packet  arrived  with  a  letter  fi  om  the  lords 
Carmarthen,  Halifax,  and  others,  diiccted   "  To  Francis 
Nichoifon,  efq.  or  in  his  abfence,  to  fuch  as  for  the  tune  be- 
.ing,  take  care  for  prefei'ving  the  peace  and  aclminiiiei  ing 
the  laws,  in  their  majefties'  province  of  New- York  in  Ame- 
i-ica."  This  letter  was  dated  the  29th  of  July,  and  was  ac- 
companied with  another  from  lord  Nottingham,  dated  tiie 
next  day,  which,  after  empowering  Nid«341bn  to  take  upon 
him  the  chief  command,  and  ta  appomt  for  his  aiiiilance  as 
many  of  the  principal  freeliolders  and  inhabiiants  as  iie 
fiiould  think  fit,  requiring  aifo     to  do  every  thing  apper- 
taining to  the  office  of  lieutenant-governor,  according  to 
the  laws  and  cnitoms  of  New-York,  umii  further  orders." 

Nicholibn  being  abfconded  wiien  this  packet  came  to 
hand,  Leifler  confidcred  the  letter  as  directed  to  himfelf, 
and  from  this  time  ifliicd  all  kinds  ofcommifiions  ui  his  own 
name,  afluming  the  title,  as  well  as  authority,  of  lieute- 
^ant-}^,overnor.  On  the  11  th  of  December,  he  Ihmmoned 
the  comniittee  of  fafety,  and  agreeable  to  their  advice, 
fsvore  the  following  perfons  for  his  council:  Peter  de  Lanoy, 
^■amuel  Staats,  Hendrick  Janfen,  and  Johannes  Vermilie, 
for  New-York.  Gerardus  Beekman,  for  King's  county.  For 
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Queen's  county,  Samuel  Edfel ;  Thomas  Williams  for 
Weil-Chefter,  and  William  Lawrence  for  Orange  county. 

Except  the  eallern  inhabitants  of  Long  Ifland,  all  the 
fouthe»-n  part  of  the  colony  chearfiilly  fubmitted  to  Leif- 
ler's  command.  The  principal  freeholders,  however,  by  re- 
Ipec^tful  letters  gave  him  hopes  of  their  fabmiilion,  and 
thereby  prevented  his  betaking  himfelf  to  arms,  while  they 
were  privately  folicitiii^  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  to  take 
them  under  its  juiifdicfLion.  They  had,  indeed,  no  avei-fion 
to  Leifler's  authority,  in  favour  of  any  other  party  in  the 
province,  but  were  willing  to  be  incorporated  with  a  peo- 
ple, from  whence  they  had  originally  colonized ;  and 
therefore  as  foonas  Connecticut  declined  their  requelt,  they 
openly  appeared  to  be  advocates  for  Leifler.  At  this  junc- 
ture the  Long  Ifland  reprefentation  was  drawn  up,  wliich  I 
have  more  than  once  had  occafion  to  mention. 

The  people  of  Albany,  in  the  m.ean  time,  were  determi- 
ned to  hold  the  garrifon  and  city  for  king  William,  inde- 
pendent of  Leifler  ;  and  on  the  26th  of  OcT:ober,  which 
was  before  the  packet  arrived  from  lord  Nottingham,  form- 
ed themfelves  into  a  convention  for  that  purpole.  As  Leif- 
ler's attempt,  to  reduce  this  country  to  his  command,  was 
the  original  caufe  of  the  future  divifions  in  the  province, 
and  in  the  end  brought  about  his  own  ruin,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  fee  the  refohition  of  the  convention,  a  copy 
of  which  was  fent  down  to  hitn  at  large. 
Peter  Schuyler,  mayor,         Claes  Ripfe 
Dirk  Weilels,  recorder,        David  Schuyler,  (^aij 
Jan  Wendal,  Albert  Ryckman,  ^^l^ermen. 

Jan  Jan  fen  Bleeker,  j 

Killian  V.  Renflaer,  juftice,  Jo^"  Cnyler, 

Capt.  Mane  Gerritfe,  juilice,  Gerrit  Ryerfe, 
Capt.  Gerrit  TeuniHe,  Evert  Banker, 

Dirk  Teunife,  juftice,  Rynier  Barentfe. 

Lieuti  R.obert  Saunders, 

"  Refolved,  fince  we  are  informed  by  perfons  coming 
from  New-York,  that,  captain  Jacob  Leifler  is  deligned  to 
fend  up  a  company  of  armed  men,  upon  pretence  to  aflill 
us  in  this  country,  who  intend  to  make  themfelves  mafter 
of '<  heir  msiefties'  fort  and  this  city,  and  carry  divers  perfons 
and  chief  oncers  of  this  city  prifoners  to  New- York,  and  fb 
difqiiicr  ai:d  lilturb  their  majefties' liege  people ;  that  alettcr 
be  writ  to  alderman  Levmus  Van  Schaic,  now  at  New-York, 
and  lieutenant  Jochim  Staets,  to  make  narrow  enquiry  of 
the  bnlinefs,  and  to  fignifiy  to  the  faid  Leifler,  that  we  have 
received  f  ich  information  ;  and  withal  acquint  him,  that 
notwithftandino-  we  have  the  alhftance  of  ninetv-five  men 
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from  our  neighbours  of  New-England,  who  are  now  gone 
£or,  and  one  hundie^  men  upon  occaflon,  to  command, 
from  the  coanty  of  L  Kter,  which  we  think  will  be  fafKcient 
this  winter,  yet  we  will  willingly  accept  any  fuch  alliftance 
as  tiiey  fnall  be  plcafedto  fend  for  the  defence  of  their  ma- 
jefties'  county  of  Albany  :  Piovided,  they  be  obedient  to, 
and  obey  fach  orders  and  commands,  as  they  llirll,  from 
time  to  time,  receive  from  the  convention  ;  and  that  by  no 
means  they  w  ill  be  admitted,  to  have  the  command  of  their 
majefties' foit  or  this  city  ;  which  we  intend,  by  God's  alElt- 
ance,  to  keep  and  pi  eferve  for  tlie  behoof  of  their  majellies 
William  and  Marj%  ^i^^'g  ^^^^^  queen  of  England,  as  w^e 
hitherto  have  done  lince  their  proclamation ;  and  if  you  hear, 
that  they  perfevere  with  fuch  intentions,  fo  to  difturb  the 
inhabitants  of  this  county,  that  you  then,  in  the  name  and 
behalf  of  the  convention  and  inhabitants  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Albany,  proteft  againll  the  faid  Leiller,  and  all 
fuch  perfons  that  fliall  make  attempt,  for  all  lofles,  danaages, 
bloodflied,  or  whatfoever  mifchiefs  may  enfne  thereon  ; 
which  you  are  to  communicate  w  ith  all  fpeed,  as  you  per- 
ceive their  delign." 

Taking  It  for  granted,  that  Leiilcr  at  New- York,  and  the 
convention  at  Albany,  were  equally  affeifted  to  the  revolu- 
tion, nothing  could  be  more  egregioufly  fcolifli,  than  the 
condticl;  of  both  parries,  who,  by  their  inteftine  divifions, 
threw  the  province  into  convuifions,  and  fowcd  the  feeds  of 
mutual  hatred  and  animofity,  which,  for  along  time  after, 
greatly  embairafled  the  public  affairs  of  the  colony.  When 
Albany  declared  for  the  prince  of  Orange,  there  was  no- 
thing elfe  that  Leifler  could  properly  require  :  and  rather 
than  facrifice  the  public  peace  of  the  province,  to  the  tfifling 
honour  of  refifting  a  man  who  had  no  evil  defigns,  Albany 
ought  in  prudence  to  have  delivered  tlie  garrifbn  into  hii 
hands,  till  the  king's  definitive  orders  fliould  arrive.  But 
while  Leiller,  on  the  one  hand,  v\||^s  inebriated  with  his 
new-gotten  power,  fo  on  the  other.  Bayard,  Courtland, 
Schuyler,  and  others,  could  not  brook  a  fubmifiion  to  the 
authority  of  a  man,  mean  in  his  abilities,  and  inferior  iri 
liis  degree.  Animated  by  thefe  principles,  both  parties  pre- 
pared, the  one  to  reduce,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreffion,  the 
other  to  retain,  the  garrifon  of  Albany.  Mr.  Livingfton,  a 
principal  a^ent  for  the  conYcntion,  retired  into  Connecti- 
cut, to  folicit  the  aid  of  that  colony,  for  the  protecliion  of 
the  frontiers  againft  the  P'rench.  I.eifler,  fufpetfting  that 
they  were  to  be  ufed  ngainft  him,  endeavoured  not  only  to 
prevent  tlisfe  fupplics,  but  wrote  letters,  to  have  Living- 
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fton  apprehended,  as  an  enemy  to  the  reigning  powers  ; 
and,  to  procure  fuccours  from  Boflon,  faiieiy  repielented 
the  convention,  as  in  the  intereit  of  the  French  and  king 
James. 

Jacob  Milbome  was  commiflioned  for  the  reducftion  of 
Albany.  Upon  his  arrival  there,  a  gi'eat  number  of  the  in- 
habitants armed  themfelves,  and  repaired  to  the  fort,  then 
commanded  by  mr.  Schuyler,  while  many  others  followed 
the  other  members  of  the  convention,  to  a  conference  with 
him  at  the  ciry-hall.  Milbonie,  to  profelyte  the  crowd,  de- 
claimed much  againft  king  James,  popery,  and  arbitrary 
power ;  but  his  or-tory  was  loft  upon  the  hearers,  who, 
afrer  feveral  meetings,  ftill  adhered  to  the  convention. 
Milborne  then  advanced  with  a  few  men  up  to  the  fort,  and 
mr.  Schuyler  had  tlie.utmoft  difficulty  to  prevent  both  his 
own  men,  and  the  iMohawks,  who  were  then  in  Albany, 
and  perfeiitly  devoted  to  his  fervice,  from  firing  upon  Aiil- 
borne's  party,  which  confiflcd  of  an  inconlideiable  num- 
ber. In  thefe  circumflances,  he  thought  proper  to  retreat, 
and  foon  after  departed  from  Albany.  In  the  fpring,  he 
commanded  another  party  upon  the  fame  errand  and  the 
diftrefs  of  tlie  country,  on  an  Indian  irruption,  wave  him 
all  the  deii/ed  fuccefs.  No  fooner  was  he  pollefled  of  the 
garrifon,  than  moil  of  the  principal  members  of  the  conven- 
tion abfconded.  Upon  which,  their  effects  were  arbitrarily 
feized  and  confifcatcd,  which  fo  highly  exafperated  the  ilif- 
ferers,  that  their  pofterity,  to  this  day,  cannot  fpcak  of 
thefe  troubles,  without  the  bittereft  invetftives  againft  Lcifier 
and  all  his  adherents. 

In  the  midit  of  thofe  inteftine  confufions  at  New- York, 
the  people  of  New-England  were  engaged  in  a  war  with  the 
Osvenagangas,  Ourages,  and  Penocoks.  Between  thefe  and 
the  Schakook  Indians,  there  was  then  a  friendly  communi- 
cation, andtlie  fame  was  fufpecfted  of  the  Mohawks,  among 
whom,  Ibme  of  the  Owenagnngas  had  taken  fanctnary. 
This  gave  rife  to  a  conference,  between  feveral  commiflion- 
ers  f  om  Bofton,  Plymouth,  and  Connecticut,  and  the  five 
nadons,  at  Alb  my,  in  September  1689,  the  former  endea- 
vouring to  engage  the  latter,  againft  thofe  eaftern  Indians, 
who  were  then  at  war  with  the  New- England  colonies, 
Tahajadoris,  a  Mohawk  fachem,  in  a  long  oration,  an- 
fwered  the  Englilli  meliage  ;  and,  however  improbable  it 
may  feem  to  Europeans,  repeated  all  that  had  been  fuid  the 
preceding  day.  The  art  they  have  in  alfifting  their  memo- 
ries is  this.  The  faclieui  who  prefides,  has  a  bimdleof 
fticks  prepared  for  the  purpofc,  and  at  the  clofe  ofeveiy 
principal  article  of  the  meliage  delivered  to  them,  gives  a 
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ftick  to  another  fachem,  charging  him  with,  the  remem- 
hrance  of  it.  By  this  means  die  orator,  after  a  previous 
conference  with  the  Indians,  is  prepared  to  repeat  every 
part  of  the  mcflagc,  and  give  it  its  proper  reply.  This  cuf- 
tom  is  invariably  purfuedin  all  their  public  treaties. 

The  conference  did  not  anfwer  tiie  expectation  of  the 
people  of  New- England,  the  five  nations  diicovering  a  great 
difinclinacion  to  join  in  the  holhlities  agauift  the  calterh 
Indians.  To  atone  for  which,  they  gave  the  higiieifc  pio- 
teftations  of  their  willingnefs  to  diRrcls  the  French,  againll 
whom  the  Englifli  had  declai  ed  v/ar,  on  the  7th  of  May 
preceding.  That  part  of  the  fpsech  ratify hig  their  fiiend- 
Ihip,  with  the  Lnglifli  colonies,  is  fuignlarly  exprcfied. 

We  promife  to  preferve  the  chain  inviolably,  and  wifli 
that  the  fun  may  always  fnine  in  peace,  over  all  our  heads 
that  are  compreliended  in  this  chain*.  We  give  two  belts. 
One  for  the  fun,  and  the  other  for  its  bea  ns.  We  make  faft 
the  roots  of  the  tree  of  peace  an^ltranquillitywhich  is  plant- 
ed in  this  place.  Its  roots  extend  as  far  as  the  ntmoii  of 
your  colonies  ;  if  the  French  fliould  come  to  fliake  this^trec, 
w  e  would  feel  it  by  the  motion  of  its  roots,  v,  hich  extend 
into  our  country.  But  we  trult  it  will  not  be  in  the  gover- 
nor of  Canada's  power  tofhake  this  tree,  which  has  been  fo 
firmly,  and  long  planted  with  us." 

Nothing  could  hnvc  been  mpre  advantageous  to  thefe  co- 
lonies, and  efpecialiy  to  New-York,  than  the  late  fuccefsof 
the  fire  nations  againll  Canada.  The  miferies  to  which  the 
French  were  reduced,  rendered  us  fecure  againlt  their  in- 
roads, till  the  work  of  the  revolution  was  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  accompliflied  ;  and  togjheir  diltrefied  condition,  wc 
muft  principally  afcribe  th*  defeat  of  the  French  xlelign, 
about  this  time,  to  make  a  conqueft  of  the  province.  Dc 
Callieres.  who  v/ent  to  France  in  16S8,  firli:  projecled  the 
fchemef ;    and  the  troubles  in  England  encouraged  tiic 


*  The  Indians'  conception  of  the  league  between  them 
and  us,  is  couched  under  the  idea  of  a  chain  extended  from 
a  fiiip  to  a  tree  ;  and  every  renewal  of  this  league  they  call 
brightening  the  chain. 

f  Charlevoix  has  publifhed  an  extradl  of  the  memorial 
prefented  to  the  French  king.  The  force  demanded  for  this 
enterprife,  was  to  confift  of  1300  regulars  and  300  Canadi- 
ans. Albany  was  faid  to  be  fortified  only  by  an  inclofure 
of  llockadoes  and  a  little  fort  with  four  baftions;  and 
that  it  contained  but  1 5c  foldiers  and  *oo  inhabitants.  That 
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French,  court  to  make  the  attempt.  Caffiniere  commanded 
thefhips,  which  failed  for  that  purpofe  from  Fvochefort ;  liib- 
ject,  neverthelefs,  to  the  comit  de  Frontenac,  who  was  ge- 
neral of  the  land  forces,  dellined  to  march  from  Canada, 
by  the  route  of  Sorel-River  and  the  lake  ChamplaiH.  The 
fleet  and  troops  arrived  at  Chebucla,  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous, in  September  ;  from  whence  the  count  proceeded  to 
puebec,  leaving  orders  with  Caffiniere,  to  fail  for  New^- 
"York^  and  contiViue  in  the  bay,  in  fight  of  the  city,  bnt  be- 
yond the  fire  of  our  cannon,  till  the  ift  of  December  ;  when, 
if  he  received  no  intelligence  from  him,  lie  was  ordered  to 
return  to  France,  after  unlading  the  ammunition,  ftores, 
and  provifions  at  Poit-Royal*.  Tiie  count  was  in  high  fpi- 
rits,  and  fully  determined  upon  the  enterprife,  till  he  ar- 
rived at  Ouebec  ;  where  the  news  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  five 
nations  againlt  Montreal,  tlie  lofs  of  his  favourite  fort  at 
lake  Ontario^  and  the  ad  vanced  feafon  of  the  year,  defeat- 
ed his  aims,  and  broke  up  the  expedition.  Be  Nonville, 
who  was  recalled,  carried  the  news  of  this  diiappointment 
to  the  court  of  Fraiice,  leaving  the  chief  conunand  of  the 
country  in  the  hands  of  count  Frontenac.  This  <rentleman 
wa?a  man  of  courage,  and  well  acquainted  w^ith  the  affairs 
of  that  country.  Ke  was  then  in  the  6Sth  year  of  his  age, 
and  yet  fo  far  from  conful ting  his  eafe,that  in  afev/  days  af- 
ter }>e  landed  atQiiebec, he  re- embarked  in  a  canoe,  for^Ion- 
treal,  where  his  prefence  was  abfclutely  necefiary,  to  ani- 
mate the  iiiliabitants,  and  regain  their  Indian  alliances.  A 
%var,  bet%veen  the  Englifli  and  French  crowns,  being  broke 
out,  the  covmt  betook  himfelf  to  eveiy  art,  for  concluding 
a  peace  between  Canada  and  the  five  nations  ;  and  for  this 
purpofe,  the  utmoft  civilities^'ere  ftiown  to  Taweraket  and 
the  other  Indians,  w^ho  had  been  fent  to  France  by  de  Non- 
ville, and  were  now  returned.  Three  of  thofe  Indians, 
who,  doubtlefs,  were  IVruck  with  the  grandeur  and  glory 
of  the  French  monarch,  were  properly  fent  on  the  im- 
portant meilageof  conciliating  the  friendlhip  of  the  five  na- 
tions. Thefe,  agreeable  to  our  alliance,  fent  rvvo  fachems  to 
Albany,  in  December,  with  notice,  that  a  council  for  that 
purpofe  was  to  be  held  at  Onondaga.  It  is  a  juft  reHcxion 
upon  the  people  of  Albany,  that  they  regarded  the  treaty 


New-York,  the  capital  of  the  province,  was  open,  hacl  a 
ftone  fort  wl^h  four  baflions,  snd  about  four  hundred  inha- 
bitants, divided  into  eight  companies. 
*  NoY*^  Annapolis. 
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lo  flightly,  as  only  to  fend  four  Indians  and  the  interpreter 
with  inftni(ftions,  in  their  name,  to  difluadethe  confederates 
from  a  cellation  of  arms  ;  while  the  French,  on  the  other 
hand,  had  then  a  jefuit  among  the  Oneydocs.  The  coun- 
cil began  on  the  22d  of  Junuary,  1690,  and  confifled  of 
eighty  fachcms.  badekanaghtie,  an  Oriondaga  chief,  open- 
ed the  conference.  The  whole  was  managed  with  great  art 
and  formality,  and  concluded  in  fhowing  a  difpoliticn  to 
make  peace  with  the  French,  without  perfecting  it ;  guard- 
ing, at  the  fame  time,  againft  giving  the  lesdl  umbrage  to 
the  Engliih. 

Among  other  meafures  to  detoch  th.e  five  nations  from  the 
Britifh  intereft,  and  raife  the  deprelled  fpirit  of  the  Cana- 
dians, tiie  count  de  Frontenac  thought  proper  to  fend  out 
feveral  parties  againft  the  Engliih  colonies.  D' Aillebout,  de 
IVfcmtel,  and  le  Moyne,  commanded  that  againft  New- York, 
confifting  of  about  two  hundred  French  and  fome  Caghnu- 
aga  Indians,  who  being  profelytcs  from  the  Mohawks,  were 
perfecftly  acquainied  wi:h  that  country.  Their  orders  were, 
in  general,  to  attack  New- York  ;  but  purfuing  the  advice 
of  the  Indians,  they  refolved,  inftcad  of  Albany,  to  iurprile 
Schenectady,  a  village  fevcntccn  miles  noith-v.  eft  from  it, 
and  about  the  fame  diftance  from  the  Mohawks.  The  peo- 
ple of  Schenecftady,  though  they  hcd  been  informed  of  the 
defigns  of  the  cnemy^  were  in  the  greateft  fecui  ity  ;  judg- 
ing it  impracticable,  for  any  men  to  march  leveral  hundred 
miles,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  through  the  fnow,  bearing 
their  provifions  on  their  backs.  Belidcs,  the  village  was  in 
as  much  confusion  as  the  reft  of  the  province  ;  the  officers, 
who  were  pofted  there,  being  unable  to  prefcrve  a  regular 
watch,  or  any  kind  of  military  order.  Such  was  the  ftate 
of  Schenectady,  as  reprefented  by  colonel  Schuyler,  who 
was  at  that  time  mayor  of  the  city  of  Albany,  and  at  the 
head  of  the  convention.  A  copy  of  his  letter  to  the  neigh- 
bouring colonies,  concerning  this  deicent  upon  ScheneCiady 
dated  the  1 5th  of  February  1689-^0,  I  have  now  lying  be- 
fore me  under  his  own  hand. 

After  two  and  twenty  days  march,  the  enemy  fell  in  with 
Schene(5lady,  on  the  8th  of  Fcbruaiy ;  and  were  reduced 
to  fuch  ftreights,  that  they  had  thoughts  of  furrendenng 
themfelvefi  prifoners  of  war.  But  their  fcouts,  who  were 
a  day  or  two  in  the  village  entirely  unfufpecfted,  returned 
with  fuch  encouraging  accounts  of  the  abfolute  fecurity  of 
tbe  people,  that  ihe  enemy  determined  on  the  attack. 
They  entered,  on  Saturday  night,  abon^  eleven  o'clock,  at 
the  gates,  which  were  found  unfhut ;  and,  that  every  houfq 
might  be  invcfted  at  the  fame  time,  divided  into  fmall  par- 
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ties  of  fix,  or  feven  men.  Tlie  inhabitants  were  in  a  pro- 
found lieep,  and  iinalarmed,  till  their  doors  were  broke 
open.  Neser  were  people  in  a  more  wretched  conftenia- 
lion.  Be/ore  the  v  were  rifenfi  om  their  beds,  tiie  enemy  en- 
tered tlicir  hoiifes  ;  and  began  the  pei-pttration  of  the 
moil  inhiiman  bavbariries.  No  tongue,  fays  colonel  Sclmv- 
ler,  can  exprefs  the  cruelties  thac  were  coriiniitted.  Tiie 
Avhole  village  was  inilantly  in  a  blaze.  Women  with  child 
ripped  open,  and  their  infants  call  into  the  flames,  or  dafli- 
ed  againil  the  pofts  of  the  doors.  Sixty  perfons  periflied  in 
the  maiiacre,  and  twenty  feven  were  earned  into  captivity. 
The  reft  fled  naked  towards  Albany,  through  a  deep  fnow 
which  fell  that  very  night  in  a  temble  ftorm  ;  and  twenty-five 
of  thefe  fugitives  loft  their  limbs  in  the  flight,  through  the 
feverity  of  the  frcft.  The  nevv^s  of  this  ii-eadful  ti*agedy 
reached  Albany,  about  break  of  day  ;  and  univerfal  dread 
feized  the  inhabitants  of  that  city,  the  enemy  being  report- 
ed to  be  one  thoufand  four  hundred  ftrong.  A  party  of 
lio.-fe  was  immediately  difpatched  to  Scheneclady,  and  a 
few  Mohawks  tlien  in  the  town,  fearful  of  being  intercept- 
ed, v/ere  witli  dirficulty  fent  to  apprife  their  own  caftles. 

The  Mohawks  Were  unacquainted  with  this  bloody  fcene, 
till  two  days  after  it  liappened  ;  our  nieflengers  being  fcarce 
able  to  travel  through  the  great  depth  of  the  fnow.  The  ene- 
my, in  the  mean  time,  pillaged  the  town  of  Scheneclady  till 
jioon  the  next  day  ;  and  then  went  off  with  their  plunder, 
and  about  forty  of  their  beft  horfes.  The  reft,  with  all  the 
cartle  th?v  could  find,  lay  flaughtered  in  tlie  ftreets. 

The  dc  iign  of  the  French,  in  this  attack,  was  to  alarm 
til?  fears  of  o\jr  Indian  allies,  by  fhowing  that  we  were  in- 
capable of  defending  them.  Every  art  alfo  was  ufcd  to  con- 
ciliate their  friendfhip  ;  for  they  not  only  fj)ared  thofe  Mo- 
hawks vv'ho  were  found  in  Schenectady,  but  feveral  otlier 
particular  perfons  in  compliment  to  the  Indians,  who  re- 
queftcdthat  favour.  Seveial  women  and  children  were  alfo 
releafed  at  the  defire  of  captain  Glen,  to  whom  the  French 
offer  ed  no  violence ;  the  officer  declaring  he  had  ftri(ft  or- 
der* againft  it,  on  the  fcore  of  his  wife's  civilities  to  cer- 
tain French  captives,  in  the  time  of  colonel  Dongan. 

The  ?viohawks,  confideringthe  cajoling  arts  of  the  French 
and  that  the  Caghnuagas  who  were  with  them,  were  once 
a  part  of  their  own  body,  behaved  as  well  as  could  be  rea- 
fonably  expected.  They  joined  a  party  of  young  men  from 
Albany,  fell  upon  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  either  killed 
or  captivated  five  and  twenty.  Several  fachems,  in  thff 
mean  time,  came  to  Albany,  and  very  afFe(ftins;ly  addrefled 
the  inhabitants,  who  were  juil  ready  to  abandon  the  coua 
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try ;  urging  their  ftay,  and  exciting  a  union  of  all  the  Eng.- 
liih  colonies  againft  Canada.  Their  fentiuients  concerning 
the  ir'rcnch  appear  from  the  following  fpeech  of  condo- 
lence. *^  BrcLh.en,  we  do  not  think,  that  what  the  Fiench 
have  done  can  be  called  a  victory :  it  is  only  a  farther  proof 
of  their  cruel  deceit  :  the  governor  of  Canada  fent  to 
Onondaga,  and  talks  to  us  of  peace  with  our  whole  houfe  ; 
but  war  was  m  his  heart,  as  you  now  fee  by  woful  experi- 
ence. He  did  the  fame,  formerly,  at  Cadaraqui,  and  in  the 
Seneca's  country.  This  is  the  third  time  he  has  avited  fo  de- 
ceitfully. Ke  has  broken  open  our  houfe,  at  both  ends  ; 
foi*merly  in  the  Seneca's  country,  and  now  here.  We  hope 
however  to  be  revenged  of  them." 

Agreeable  to  this  declaration,  the  Indians  foon  after 
treated  the  chevalier  d'Kau  and  the  reft  of  the  French  nief- 
fene;ers,  who  came  to  conclude  the  peace  propofed  by 
Taweraket,  with  the  utmoll  indignity  ;  and  afterwards 
delivered  them  up  to  the  Englifh.  Behdes  this,  their  fcoutii 
ha\  railed  the  borders  of  the  enemy,  and  fell  upon  a  party 
of  French  and  Indians,  in  the  river,  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  above  Montreal,  under  the  command  of  Lou- 
•vigni,  a  captain  who  was  going  to  Millilimakinac,  to  pre- 
vent the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  between  the  Utawawas 
and  QMaateghies,  with  the  five  nations.  The  lofs  in  this 
llcirmifh  was  nearly  equal  on  both  hdes.  One  of  our  prifon- 
ers  was  delivered  to  the  Utawawas,  who  ate  him.  In  re- 
venge for  this  barbarity,  the  Indians  attacked  the  illand  of 
Montreal  at  Trembling  Point,  and  killed  an  officer  and 
twelve  men  ;  while  another  party  carried  off  about  fifteen 
pi  ifoners  taken  at  Riviere  Puante,  whom  they  afterwards 
ilevv,  through  fear  of  their  purfuers;  and  others  burnt  the 
French  plantations  at  St.  yEurs.   But  what  rendered  this 
year  moft  remarkable,  was  the  expedition  of  fir  William 
Phips  againft  Quebec.  Ke  failed  up  the  river  with  a  fleet  of 
thirty-two  fail,  and  came  before  the  city  in  Ocftobcr.  Had 
he  improved  his  time  and  ftrength,  the  conqueft  would  have 
been  eafy  ;  but  by  fpending  three  days  in  idle  confukations, 
the  French  governor  brought  Iti  his  forces,  and  entertained 
fuch  a  mean  opinion  of  the  Engliili  knight,  that  he  not 
only  defpifed  his  fummons  to  furrendcr,  but  fent  a  verbal 
anfwer,  in  which  he  called  king  William  an  ufurper,  and 
poured  the  utmoft  contempt  upon  his  fubjec^s.  The  mef- 
fenger,  who  carried  the  llimmons,  infifted  upon  a  written 
anfwer,  and  that  within  an  hour  ;  but  the   ooiunt  de 
Fronteiiac  abfolutely  refi-ifeJ  it,  adding,  *^  I'll  aniwer  your 
maftcr  by  the  moatli  of  my  cannon,  iha^  he  may  k-arn  thac 
man  of  my  condition  is  not  to  ho  fummoned  in  tiiis  maii* 
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ner.*'  Upon  this,  fir  William  made  two  attempts  to  lanci 
below  the  town,  but  was  repulfed  by  the  enemy,  with  con- 
liderable  lofs  of  men,  cannon  and  baggage.  Several  of  the 
Ihips  alfo  cannonaded  the  city,  but  without  any  faccefs.  The 
forts  at  the  fame  time  returned  the  fire  and  obliged  them  to 
retire  in  diforder.  The  French  \vriters,  in  their  accounts  of 
this  expedition,  univerfally  cenlure  the  conducl:  of  lir 
William,  though  they  confef's  the  valour  of  his  troops.  La 
Kontan,  who  was  rhen  at  Quebec,  fays,  he  could  not  have 
ac'ced  in  a  manner  more  agreeable  to  the  French,  if  he  had 
been  in  their  intereft*. 


♦  Dr.  Colden  fuppofes  this  attack  was  made  upon  Qiie- 
bec,  in  1691,  buc  he  is  certainly  miftaken  ;  fee  life  of  ftr 
William  Phips,  publifhed  at  London  in  1697, — Oldmixon's 
Brit.  Empire, — and  Charlevoix. 

Among  the  caufes  of  the  ill  faccefs  of  the  fleet,  the  author 
of  the  liie  of  fir  William  Phips,  mentions  the  neglecl  of 
the  conjoined  troops  of  New-York,  Connecticut,  and  the 
Indians,  to  attack  Montreal,  according  to  the  criginal  plan 
of  operations.  He  tells  us,  that  they  marched  to  the  lake, 
tut  there  found  themfelves  unprovided  witli  batteaux,  and 
that  the  Indians  were  diiHiaded  from  the  attempt:  By  what 
authority  thefe  aflcrtions  may  be  fupported,  I  know  not. 
Charlevoix  fays,  our  army  was  difappointed  in  the  intended 
divenlon,  by  the  fmall-pox,  which  feized  the  camp,  killed 
three  hundred  men,  and  terrified  our  Indian  allies. 
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PART  III. 


Wrom  the  revolution  to  the  fccond  expedition  again/}  Canada^ 


WHILE  6ur  allied  were  faithfully  exerting  themfelvcs 
againft  the  common  enemy,  colonel  Henry  Sloiigh- 
fer,  who  had  a  commiflion  to  be  governor  of  this  province, 
dated  4th  of  January,  1689,  arnved  here,  and  publifhed  it 
on  the  19th  of  March,  1691.  Never  was  a  governor  more 
neceftary  to  the  province,  than  at  this  critical  conjuncfcure  ; 
as  well  for  reconciling  a  divided  people,  as  for  defending 
tliem  againft  the  wiles  of  a  cunning  adverfary.  But,  either 
through  the  hurry  of  the  king's  affairs,  or  the  powerful  in- 
tereft  of  a  favourite,  a  man  was  fent  over,  utterly  deftitute 
of  every  qnalification  for  government,  licentious  in  his  mo- 
rals, avaricious,  and  poor.  The  council  prefent  at  his  arri- 
val were 

|(jfeph  Dudley,  Chudley  Brook, 

Frederick  Philipfe,  Thomas  Willet, 

Stephen  Van  Courtlandt,  William  Pinhome. 
Gabriel  Mienvielle, 
If  Leifler  had  delivered  the  garrifon  to  colonel  Slough- 
f  er,  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  upon  his  firft  landing,  be- 
fides  extinguifliing,  in  a  great  degree,  the  animolities  then 
f  Liblifting,  he  would,  doubtlefs,  have  attracfted  the  favoura- 
ble notice,  both  of  the  governor  and  the  crown.  But  being 
a  weak  man,  he  was  fo  intoxicated  with  the  love  of  power, 
that,  though  he  had  been  well  informed  of  Sloughter's  ap- 
pointment to  the  government,  he  not  only  fliut  himfelf  up 
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in  the  fort  Bayard  and  Nichols,  whom  he  had,  before 
that  time,  miprifoned,  but  refufed  to  deliver  them  up,  or 
to  farrender  the  garrifon.  From  this  moment,  he  lolt  all 
credit  with  the  governor,  who  joined  the  other  pany 
againft  him.  On  the  fecond  demand  of  the  fort,  Milborne 
and  Delanoy  c.ime  out,  under  pretence  of  conferring  with 
his  excellency,  but  in  reality  to  difcoverhis  deligns.  Slough- 
ter,  who  confidered  them  as  rebels,  threw  them  both  into 
goal.  Leifler,  upon  this  event,  thought  proper  to  abandon 
the  fort,  which  colonel  Sloughter  immediately  entered. 
Bayard  and  Nichols  were  now  relealed  from  their  connDe- 
ment,  and  fworn  of  the  privy  council.  Leifler  having  thus 
ruined  his  caufe,  was  apprehended  with  many  of  his  adhe- 
rents, and  a  commiHion  of  oyer  and  tennir.er  ifliied  to  fir 
Thomas  R.obihfon,  colonel  Smith,  and  others,  for  their 
trials. 

In  vain  did  they  plead  the  merit  of  their  zeal  for  king 
William,  lince  they  had  fo  lately  oppofed  his  governor. 
Leifler,  ui  partr^ular,  endeavoured  to  juftify  his  conduct, 
infiltiag,  that  lord  Nottingham's  letter  entitled  him  to  acft 
in  the  quality  of  lieutenant-governor.  Whether  it  whS 
through  ignorance  or  fycophancy,  I  knov/  nc:  but  the 
judges,  iufread  of  pronouncing  their  own  fentiments  upon 
this  part  of  the  prifoner's  defence,  referred  it  to  the  go- 
vernor and  council,  praying  their  opinion,  whether  that 
letter  or  any  other  letters,  or  papers,  m  the  packet  from 
White  hall,  can  be  undei  ftood,  or  mterpreted,  to  be  and 
contain,  any  power,  or  direcftion  to  captain  Leiller,  to  take 
the  government  of  this  province  upon  himfelf,  or  that  the 
adminiftration  thereupon  be  holden  good  inlaw."  The  an- 
fwer  was,  as  might  have  been  expected,  m  the  negative  ; 
and  Leifler  and  his  Ibn  were  condemned  to  death  for  high 
treafbn.  Thefe  violent  meafures  drove  many  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, who  were  fearful  of  being  apprehended,  into  the 
neighbourmg  colonics,  which  fhortly  alter  occafioned  the 
pafling  an  act  of  general  indemnity. 

From  the  furrender  of  the  province,  to  the  year  1633,  the 
inhaoitants  v,ere  ruled  by  the  duke's  governors  and  their 
councils,  who,  from  time  to  time,  m.ade  rules  and  orders, 
wliich  were  efteemed  to  be  bindhig  as  laws.  Thefe,  about 
the  year  1674,  were  regularly  collecfted  under  alphabetical 
titles ;  and  a  fair  copy  oFthcm  remauis,  among  our  record*,^ 
to  this  day.  They  are  commonly  known  by  the  name  of 
the  duke's  laws.  The  title  page  of  the  book,  written  in  thr 
old  court  hUiiJ,  is  in  thele  baid  words, 


O  F    N  E  W-Y  O  R  K. 


87 


JUS 

NOVi?:  EBORACENSISj 
V  E  L, 

LEGES  ILLUSTRISSIMO  PRINCIPE  JACOBI  DUCE 
EBORACI  ET  A  L  B  A  X  etc. 
INSTITUT.^:  ET  ORDINAT.-., 
AD  OBSERVANDUM  IN   TERRITORIIS  AMERICA ; 
TRAN  SCRIPT  iE, 
ANNO  DOjMINI 
M.DC.LXXIV. 
Thofe  acfts,  which  were  made  in  t68;,  and  after  the 
duke's  accelfion  to  the  throne,  when  the  people  were  ad- 
mitted to  a  participation  of  the  legillative  power,  are  for 
the  moft  part  rotten,  defaced,  or  loft.  Few  minutes  relat* 
ing  to  them  remain  on  the  council  books,  and  none  in  the 
journals  of  the  houfe. 

As  this  aflembly,  in  1691,  was  the  fivft  after  the  revolu- 
tion, it  may  not  be  improper  to  take  fome  pai'ticular  notice 
of  its  tran^ic'tions*. 

It  betran  the  9th  of  April,  according  to  the  writs  cf  fum- 
mons  ilf  ledon  the  20th  of  March  preceding.  The  journal  of 
the  lioufe  opens  with  a  lift  of  the  members  returned  by  the 
jhcrifts. 

City  and  county  of  New-York.       County  of  Richmond, 
James  Grahr.m,  Elias  Dukefoury, 

William  Merrett,  John  Dally, 

Jacobus  Van  Courtlandt,  County  of  Weft-Chefter. 
Johannes  Klpp.  Jo^^i^  Pell. 

City  and  county  of  Albany.  Couaty  of  b'ultolk. 

Derrick  Weflels,  Kenry  Pierfon, 

Levinus  Van  Scayck,  Jvlathew  >!owcll, 

yifter  and  Duchefs  county,  Queen's  county. 

Henry  Beekman,  Jo'i^  Bound, 

Thomas  Carton.  Nathaaiel  Percall, 

King's  county. 

Nicho'las  Stillwell, 
John  Poland. 

The  members  for  Qaeen's  county,  being  quakers,  were 
afterwards  difmifted,  for  refufmg  the  oaths  directed  by  the 
governor's  commiflion  ;  but  all  the  reft  were  qualified  be^ 
fore  two  commiffioners  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

*  /\\\  laws  made  here,  antecedent  to  this  period,  are  difr 
regard  both  by  the  legiflature  and  the  courts  of  law.  In  the 
coUecTiion  of  our  acis  publifhed  in  I  752,'»the  compilers  were 
directed  to  begin  at  this  aflembly.  The  validity  of  the  old 
grants  of  the  powers  of  government,  in  federal  American 
colonies^  is  very  much  doubted  in  this  province. 
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James  Graham  was  eletfled  their  fpeaker,  and  approved 
by  the  governor. 

The  majority  of  the  members  of  this  aflembly  were  a- 
gainft  the  meafiires,  which  Leifler  purfued  in  the  latter  part 
of  his  time  ;  and  hence  wc  find  the  houfe,  after  confider- 
ing  a  petition  figned  by  fundry  perfons  againft  Leifler,  un- 
animoufly  refolved,  that  his  diflblving  the  late  convention, 
and  imprifoning  feveral  perfons,  was  tumultuous,  illegal, 
and  againft  their  majelties'  right,  and  that  the  late  depre- 
dations on  Schenectady,  w^ere  to  be  attributed  to  his  ufur- 
pation  of  all  power. 

They  refolved  againft  the  late  forcible  feizures  made  of 
effects  of  the  people,  and  againft  the  levying  of  money  on 
their  majefties'  fubjedrs.  And  as  to  Leiller's  holding  the  fort 
againft  the  governor,  it  was  voted  to  be  an  a(5l  of  rebellion. 

The  houfe  having,  by  thefe  agreeable  refolves,  prepared 
the  way  of  their  accels  to  the  governor,  addrefled  him  in 
thefe  words. 

"  May  it  pleafe  your  excellency, 

*^  We,  their  majefties'  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjecfts,  con- 
vened, by  their  majefties'  moft  gracious  favour,  in  general 
aifembly,  in  this  province,  do,  in  all  moft  humbl*^  manner, 
heartily  congratulate  your  excellency,  that  as,  in  our  hearts, 
we  do  abhor  and  deteft  all  the  rebellious,  arbitrary,  and  il- 
legal proceedings  of  the  late  ufurpers  of  their  majefties'  au- 
thority, over  this  province,  fo  we  do,  from  the  bottom  of 
our  hearts,  with  all  integrity,  acknowledge  and  declare, 
that  there  are  none,  that  can  or  ought  to  have  right  to  rule 
and  govern  their  majefties'  fubjecfts  here,  but  by  their  ma- 
jefties' authority,  which  is  now  placed  in  your  excellency  ; 
and  therefore  we  do  folemnly  declare,  that  we  will,  with 
our  lives  and  fortunes,  fupport  and  maintain  the  admmif- 
tration  of  your  excellency's  government,  under  their  majef- 
ties, againft  all  their  majefties'  enemies  whatfoever  :  and 
this  we  humbly  pray  your  excellency  to  accept,  as  the  fin- 
cere  acknowledgment  of  all  their  majefties'  good  fubjcdts, 
within  this  their  province  ;  praying  for  their  majefties'  long 
and  hr  ppy  reign  over  us,  and  that  your  excellency  may  long 
live  and  rule,  as  according  to  their  majefties'  moft  excel- 
lent conftitution  of  governing  their  fubjedls  by  a  ge»eral 
aflembly." 

Before  this  houfe  proceeded  to  pafs  any  adis,  they  nnani- 
raoufly  refolved  :  That  all  the  laws  confented  to  by  the- 
general  aflembly,  under  James  duke  of  York,  and  the  liber- 
ties and  privileges  therein  contained,  granted  to  the  people, 
and  declared  to  be  their  rights,  not  being  obferved,  nor 
ratified  and  approved  by  his  royal  highnefs,  nor  the  late 
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king,  ^re  null  and  void,  and  of  none  effe^fl  ;  and  alfo, 
the  feveral  ordinances,  made  by  the  late  governors  and 
councils;,  being  contrary  to  the  conftitution  ot  England,  and 
the  praiftice  of  the  government  of  their  majeibies'  other 
plantations  in  America,  are  likewife  null  and  void,  and  of 
no  effect,  nor  force,  within  this  province." 

Among  the  principal  laws  enacted  at  this  feffion,  we  may 
mention  that  for  eftabiiftiing  the  revenue,  ^Yhich  was  drawn 
into  precedent.  The  fmus  raifed  by  it,  were  made  payable 
into  the  hands  of  the  receiver-general,  and  ifllicd  by  the 
governor's  warrant.  By  this  means  the  governor  became, 
for  a  feafon,  independent  of  the  people  ;  and  hence  wc  find 
frequent  inftances  of  the  aflemblies  contending  with  him 
for  the  difcharge  of  debts  to  private  perfons^  coiitracfted  on 
the  faith  of  the  government. 

Antecedent  to  the  revolution,  innumerable  were  the  con- 
troverfies  relating  to  public  townfhips  and  private  rights  ; 
andhence,  an  act  was  now  palled,  for  the  confirmation  of  an- 
cient patents  and  gi  ants,  intended  to  put  an  end  to  thofe  de- 
!  bates.  A  law  w  as  alfo  palled  for  the  cii:ablilhment  of  courts  of 
juftice,tho'  a  perpetual  avft  had  been  made  to  thatpurpofein 
1683, and  the  old  court  of  ailize  enrirely  diflblved  in  1684.  A? 
this  enacfted  in  1691,  was  a  temporary  law,  it  may  hereafter 
bedifputed,  as  it  has  been  already,  whether  the  prefent  efta- 
blilhment  of  our  courts,  for  general  jurifdidtion,  by  an  or* 
dinancc,  can  confift  .?ven  with  the  preceding  aft,  or  the 
general  rules  of  law.  Upon  the  erection  of  the  fupremc 
1  court,  a  chief  julVice,  and  four  aliiftant  judges,  with  an  at- 
torney general,  were  appointed.  The  chiefjuftice,  Jofcpli 
Dudley,  had  a  falary  of  1301.  per  annum  :  Johnfon,  the  fe- 
cond  judge,  lool.  and  both  were  payable  outoftlie  revetuic  : 
but  William  Smith,  Stephen  Van  Courtlandt,  and  William 
Pinhorne,  the  other  judges,  and  Newton,  the  attornpy-gen- 
ervil,  had  notiiing  allowed  for  their  fervices. 

It  has,  more  than  once,  beena  fubject  of  animated  debate, 
whether  the  people,  in  this  colony,  have  a  right  to  be  re- 
prefented  in  aflembly,  or  whether  it  be  a  privilege  enjoyed, 
thro'  the  grace  of  the  crowTi.  A  memorable  ad:,  palled  this 
feffion,  virtually  declared  m  favour  of  the  former  opinion, 
upon  that,  and  feveral  other  of  the  principal  and  diftin- 
guiftiing  liberties  of  Englifhmen.  It  muft,  neverthelefs,  be 
confefled,  that  king  William  was  afterwards  pleafed  to  re- 
peal that  law,  in  the  year  16^7*. 


*  It  was  entitled,  An  ac^  declaring  what  are  the  right^ 
^nd  privileges  of  their  majelties'  fubj^tiU,  inhabiting  wi:hiu 
jtheir  province  of  New- YorV;.'* 
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Cc^^nel  Sloiighter  propofed,  immediately  after  the  fefl 
iion,  to  fet  out  to  Albany  ;  but  as  Leiliei's  party  were  en- 
raged at  his  imp -ifonaient,  aud  the  lace  feiiteiice  againft 
hiai,  his  enemies  were  afraid  new  troubles  would  Spring  up 
in  the  abfence  of  the  governor  ;  for  this  reafon,  both  tlie 
jiiiembly  and  council  advifed  that  the  prifoners  fhould  be 
immediately  executed.  Slougbtcr,  who  had  no  inclination 
to  favour  them  in  this  requeft,  chof'e  rather  to  delay  fuch 
a  violent  ftep,  being  fearfal  of  cutiing  oiF  two  men,  w  ho 
had  vigorouily  appeared  for  the  king,  and  fb  (ignally  con- 
tributed to  the  revolution.  Nothing  could  be  more  diia^ice- 
r.ble  to  their  enemies,  whofe  intereft  was  deeply  concerned 
in  their  deftpaction.  And  therefore,  when  no  other  mea- 
fures  could  prevail  with  the  governor,  tiadition  informs  us, 
tiiat  a  fumptuous  feaft  was  prepared,  to  which  colonel 
Sloughter  was  mvited.  When  his  excellency's  reafon  was 
d-  owned  in  his  cups,  the  intreaties  of  the  company  pre- 
vailed with  him  to  fign  the  death  warrant,  and,  before  he 
recovered  his  fenfes,  the  prifoners  were  executed.  Leifler's 
fon  afterwards  carried  home  a  complaint  to  king  William, 
againft  the  governor.  His  petition  was  referred,  according 
to  the  common  courfe  of  plantation  aftairs,  to  the  lords  ccm- 
miilioners  of  trade,  who,  after  hearing  the  whole  matter, 
1  eported  on  the  i  itli  of  March  i  ?^o2,  Tliat  they  were  hum- 
bly of  opinion,  that  Jacob  Leifler  and  Jacob  Pvlilbonie  de- 
ceafed,  were  condemned  and  had  fuffered  according  to  law." 
Their  lordihips,  however,  interceded  for  their  families, 
as  fit  objects  of  mercy  :  and  this  induced  queen  Mary, 
wh^  approved  the  report,  on  the  i  yth  of  March,  to  de- 
clare, ^'  That  upon  the  humble  application  of  the  relations 
of  the  faid  Taccb  Leifler  and  Jacob  Milborne  deceafed,  her 
majefty  w^ll  order  the  efi  ates  of  Jacob  Leifler  and  Jacob  Mil- 
borne,  to  be  refbo  ed  to  thei'  families,  as  objects  of  her  ma- 
jrfVy's  mer'-y."  The  bodies  of  thefe  unhappy  fuiferers  were 
afterwards  taken  up  and  interred,  with  great  pomp,  in  the 
c:d  Dutch  church,  in  the  city  of  New-York.  Their  eftates 
•yveve  ^eftored  to  their  families  ;  and  Leifler's  children,  in 
the  piibli'^  eftimation,  are  rather  dignified,  than  dilgraced, 
by  the  fall  of  their  anceftor. 

The^e  diftrafiiions,  in  the  province,  fo  entirely  engrofled 
the  public  attention,  that  our  Indian  allies,  who  had  been 
\oh  folely  10  contend  wirh  the  common  enemy,  grew  ex- 
tremely difaffedled.  The  Mohawks,  in  particular,  highly 
T'/ Rented  this  condvufl,  and,  at  the  inftance  of  the  Caghnu- 
afi:aes,  fent  a  meflenger  to  Canada,  to  confer  with  count 
FTon  enac  about  a  peace.  To  p  -event  this,  colonel  Slough- 
ter had  ail  interview  at  Albany,  in  June,  with  tlie  other 
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four  nations,  who  exprefled  their  joy  at  feeing  a  governor 
again  in  that  place.  They  told  him,  that  their  ancelloi  s,  aS 
they  had  been  intbmied,  were  greatly  furprifed  at  the  ar- 
rival of  the  firrt  Ihip  in  that  country,  and  were  curious  to 
know  what  was  in  its  huge  belly.  That  they  found  chrillians 
in  it,  and  one  Jacques,  with  whom  they  made  a  chain  of 
friendfhip,  which  they  had  prefei*\ed  to  this  day.  All  the 
Indians,  except  the  Moiiawks,  allured  the  governor  at  this 
meeting,  of  their  refolution  to  profecute  the  war.  The  Mo- 
hawks confefled  their  negociations  witii  the  French,  that 
they  had  received  a  belt  from  Canada,  and  prayed  the  ad- 
vice of  the  governor,  and  afterwards  renewed  their  league 
with  all  our  colonies. 

Sloughter  foon  after  returned  to  New-York,  and  ended 
alhoxt,  weak,  and  turbulent  adminiflration ;  for  he  died 
fuddenly  on  the  23d  of  July  1691.  Some  Were  not  without 
fufpicions,  that  he  came  unfairly  to  his  end  :  but  the  cer- 
tificace  of  the  phyficianand  fargeons  who  opened  his  body, 
by  an  order  of  council,  confuted  thefe  conjediures ;  and 
his  remains  were  interred  in  Stuyvefant's  vault,next  to  thole 
of  the  old  Dutch  governor. 

At  the  time  of  ii,loughter's  deceafe,  the  government  de- 
volved, according  to  the  late  acl:  for  declaring  the  rights  of 
the  people  of  this  province,  on  the  council,  in  which  Jo- 
feph  Dudley  had  aright  to  prefide  :  but  they  committed  the 
chief  command  to  R  ichard  Ingolfby,  a  captain  of  an  inde- 
pende'nt  company,  avIio  was  fworn  into  the  office  of  prefi- 
dent  on  the  the  26th  of  July  1698.  Dudley,  foon  afterwards, 
returned  to  this  province,  from  Bofton,  but  did  not  think 
proper  to  difpuce  Ingoliby's  authority,  though  the  latter 
had  no  title,  nor  the  gt  eatelt  abilities  for  government,  and 
was  befiJes  obnoxious  to  thepirtywho  had  joined  Lelfler, 
having  been  an  agent  in  the  meafures  which  acrompliflieJ 
his  ruin.  To  the  late  ti'oubles,  which  were  then  recent, 
and  the  agreement  fubfiilhtg  between  the  council  and  af- 
fembly  we  maft  afcribe  it,  that  the  former  tacitly  acknow- 
ledged Ingolfby 's  right  to  the  preiident's  chair ;  for  they 
concurrecT with  him,  in  palling feveral  laws,  in  autumn  and 
the  fp.  ing  foUowmg,  the  validity  of  wliich  have  never  yet 
teen  aifpu  cd. 

Thisfiimmer,  mayor  Schuyler*,  with  a  party  of  Mohawks, 


*  Tiie  French,  from  his  great  influence  at  Albany,  and 
activity  among  the  Indians,  conclude d^hat  he  was  gover- 
mor  of  that  ciiy  ;  and  hence,  their  ialLOi  iaiis  horioui'  hira 
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pafTed  throngh  the  lateChamplain,  and  made  a  bold  irrup- 
tion upon  the  French  fcLtlements,  at  the  north  end  of  it.f 
De  Callieres,  the  governor  of  Montreal,  to  oppofe  him, 
colledled  afmall  army,  of  eight  hundred  men,  and  encamp- 
ed at  la  Prairie.  Schuyler  had  feveral  conflicts  with  the 
enemy,  and  flew  about  three  hundred  of  them,  wliich  ex- 
ceeded in  number  his  whole  party.  The  Fi'ench,  afiiamed. 
of  their  ill  fuccefs,  attribute  it  to  the  w  ant  of  order,  too 
many  defiring  to  have  the  command.  But  the  true  caufe 
was,  the  ignorance  of  their  officers  in  the  Indian  manner  oi* 
fighting.  Tliey  kept  their  men  in  a  body,  while  ours  pofled 
themfelves  behind  trees,  hidden  from  the  enemy.  Major 
Schuyler's  dehgn,  in  this  defcent,  was  to  animate  the  Indi- 
ans, and  preferve  their  enmity  with  the  French.  They, 
accordingly,  continued  their  hoftilities  againft  them,  and, 
by  frequent  incurfions,  kept  the  country  in  conftant 
alarm. 

In  the  midfl  of  thefe  diflrefles,  the  French  governor  pre- 
ferved  his  fprightlinefs  and  vigour,  animating  every  body 
about  him.  After  he  had  ferved  himfelf  of  the  Utawav/as, 
who  came  to  trade  at  Montreal,  he  fent  them  home  under 
the  care  of  a  cap'iain  and  one  hundred  and  ten  i.ien  ;  and  to 
fecurc  their  attachment  to  the  French  intereft,  gave  them 
two  Indian  prifoners,  and,  befides,  fent  ver^'  confiderable 
prefents  to  the  weftern  Indians,  in  their  alliance.  The  cap- 
tives w^ere  afterwai*ds  burnt.  The  five  nations,  in  the  mean 
time,  grew  more  and  more  incenfed,  and  continually  har- 
rafled  rhe  French  borders.  Mr.  Beaucour,  a  young  gentle- 
inan,  in  the  following  winter,  marched  a  body  of  about 
tliree  hundred  men  to  attack  them  at  the  ifchmus,  at  Niaga- 
ra. Incredible  were  the  fatigues  they  undei-wentin  this  long 
march  over  the  fnow,  bearing  their  provifions  on  their 
biacks.  Eighty  men,  of  rhe  five  nations,  oppofed  the  French 
_J)arty,  and  bravely  maintained  their  ground,  tUl  moft  of 
them  were  cut  off.  In  return  for  which,  the  confederates, 
in  fmall  parties,  obftruaed  the  pafTage  of  the  French 
through  lake  Ontario,  and  the  river  iflaing  out  of  it,  and 


with  that  title,  though  lie  was  then  only  mayor  of  the  cor- 
poration. <f  Pierre  Schuyler  (fays  Charlevoix)  etoit  wifort 
konrute  hajnme.'* 

t  Dr.  Colden  relates  it  as  a  tranfacflion  of  the  year  1691, 
Vv'hich  is  true  :  but  he  fuppofes  it  was  before  fir  William 
Phips's  attack  upon  Q^uebec,  and  thus  falls  into  an  anachron- 
ifm  of  a  whole  year,  as  I  have  already  obfervcd. 
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©ut  off  their  communication  with  the  wefteni  Indians.  An 
Indian,  called  Black  Kettle,  commanded  in  thefe  incuilions 
of  the  five  nations,  and  his  fuccelles,  which  continued  tliQ 
whole  fummer,  fo  cxafperated  the  count,  that  he  ordered 
an  Indian  priibner  to  be  burnt  alive.  The  bravery  of  this 
favage  was  as  extraordinary,  as  the  torments  in(ii(fied  ori  him 
were  cruel.  He  fung  his  military  achievements  without  in- 
terruption, even  while  his  bloody  executioners  pratftifed 
all  poffible  barbarities.  They  broiled  his  feet,  thrull  his 
lingers  into  red  hot  pipes,  cut  his  joints,  and  twilled  the 
iinews  with  bars  of  iron.  After  this  his  Icalp  was  ripped  ofi'^ 
and  hot  fand  poured  on  the  wound. 

In  June  1692,  captain  higoUby  met  the  five  nations,  at 
Albany,  and  encouraged  them  to  perfevere  in  the  war.  The 
Indians  declared  their  enmity  to  the  French,  in  the  ftrong- 
eft  terms,  and  as  heartily  profefled  their  friendihip  to  us. 
*'  Brother  Corlear,"  (aid  the  fachem,  "  v/e  are  all  liibjecils 
of  one  great  king  and  queen  :  we  have  one  head,  one 
heart,  one  intcreft,  and  are  all  engaged  in  the  fame  war.*' 
The  Indians,  at  the  fame  time,  did  not  forget,  at  this  in^- 
terview,  to  condemn  the  inactivity  of  the  Englifli,  telling 
them,  that  the  deilruAion  of  Canada  would  not  make  one 
fummer's  work,  againft  their  united  ftrength,  if  vigorouf- 
ly  exerted. 

Colonel  Benjamin  Fletcher  amved  with  a  commiffion  to 
be  governor,  on  the  29th  of  Auguft,  1692,  which  v.as  pub- 
liflied  the  next  day,  before  the  following  members,  hi 
council : 

Frederick  Philipfe,  Chudley  Brooke, 

Stephen  Van  Courtlandt,  William  Nicoll, 
Nicholas  Bayard,  Thomas  Willet, 

Gabriel  MienvicUe,  Thomas  Johnfton. 

William  Pinhorne,  one  of  that  board,  beino;  a  non-refl- 
dent,  was  refnfed  the  oaths  ;  and  Jofeph  Dudley,  for  the 
fame  reafon,  removed,  both  from  his  feat  in  cciiacil,  and 
his  ofhce  of  chief  juftice.  Caleb  Heathcote  and  John  Young 
fucceeded  them  in  council :  and  William  Smith  was  feated, 
in  Dudley's  place,  on  the  bench. 

Colonel  Fletcher  brought  over  with  him  a  prefent  to  the 
colony,  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  warlike  ftores  ;  in  grati- 
tude for  Avhich,  he  exhorted  the  council  and  aflembly ,  who 
were  fitting  at  his  arrival,  to  fend  home  an  add  t  els  of 
thanks  to  the  king.  It  confifts,  principally,  of  a  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  great  expenfe  the  province  was  continually  at 
to  defend  the  frontiers,  and  praying  his  majcfl-y's  direiftion, 
that  the  neighbouring  colonies  might  te  compelled  to  join 
tlieir  aid,  for  the  fiipport  of  Albany.  The  following  paf- 
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lage  in  it  fhows  the  fenfe  of  the  legiflatnre,  upon  a  matter 
which  ha3  fmce  been  very  much  debated .  When  thefe 
countries  were  poileded  by  the  Dutch  Weft-India  company, 
they  always  had  pretences  (and  had  the  moftpart  of  it  with- 
in their  ad:ual  jurifdi(flion)  to  all  that  trad;  of  land  (with  the 
iflands  adjacent)  extending,  from  the  weft  fide  of  Connec'ti- 
cut  river,  to  the  lands  lyin^  on  the  weft  fide  of  Delaware 
bay,  as  a  faicable  portion  ol  land  fm*  one  colony  or  govej  n* 
ment ;  all  which,  including  the  lands  on  the  weft  of  Dela- 
ware bay  or  river,  were  in  the  duke  of  Yoik's  grant,  from 
his  majefty  king  Charles  the  fecond,  whofe  governors  alfo 
JjoftelieJ  thofe  lands  on  the  weft  fide  of  Delaware  bay  or 
river.  By  feveral  grants,  as  well  f  om  the  crown,  as  fiom 
the  duke,  the  faid  province  has  been  fo  diminiftied,  that  it 
is  now  decreafed  to  a  very  few  towns  and  villages  ;  the 
number  of  men  fit  to  bear  arms,  in  the  whole  government, 
not  amounting  to  3000,  who  are  all  reduced  to  great  po- 
verty.'* 

Fletcher  was  by  profeffion  a  foldier,  a  man  of  ftrong  paf- 
lions,  and  inconliderable  talents,  very  acftive,  and  equally 
iivaricioufi.  Nothing  could  be  more  fortunate  to  him,  than 
his  early  acquaintance  with  major  Schuyler,  at  Albany,  at 
the  treaty,  for  conft.  mation  of  the  Indian  allianre,  the  fall 
after  his  arrival.  No  man,  then  in  this  province,  underftood 
the  ftate  of  our  affairs  with  the  five  nadons  "better  than  ma- 
jor Schuyler.  He  had  fo  great  an  influence  over  them,  that 
whatever  Qiiider*,  as  they  called  him,  recommended  or 
difapproved,  had  the  force  of  a  law.  1* his  power  over  them 
was  fupported,  as  it  had  been  obtained,  by  repeated  offices 
of  kindnefs,  and  his  lingular  bravery  and  activity  in  the 
defence  of  his  countiy.  Thefe  qualifications  rendered  him 
lingularly  ferviceable  and  neceflary,  both  to  the  province 
and  the  governor.  For  this  reafon,  Fletcher  took  him  in- 
to his  confi'.lence,  and,  on  the  25th  of  Odober,  raifed  him 
to  the  council  board.  Under  the  tutelage  of  major  Schuy- 
ler, the  govemor  became  daily  more  and  move  acquainted 
with  our  In:lian  aff  lirs  ;  his  coiiftant  application  to  which, 
procu -ed  and  preferved  him  a  reputation  and  influence  in 
the  colony.  Without  this  knowledge,  and  which  was  all 
t'nal  *ie  hai  to  diftinguifli  himfclf,  his  inceflant  folicitatioiis 
for  money,  his  paffionate  teinper  and  bigotied  principles, 
anuil  neceflarily  have  rendered  him  obnoxious  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  kindled  a  hot  fire  of  contention  in  the  proviuce. 

The  old  French  governor,  who  found  that  all  his  mcafiires 
for  accomplifhing  a  peace  with  the  five  nations^pi  oved  abor- 


Inftcad  of  Peter,  which  they  could  not  pronounce. 
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rive,  was  iwysr  meditating  a  blow  on  the  Mohawks.  He  ac- 
cordingly coiledtted  an  ai  iny  of  fix  ar  feven  hundred  f'lench 
and  Indians,  and  fapplied  them  with  every  thin^  neceliary 
for  a  winter  campaign.  They  fet  out  from  Montreal,  on 
the  T 5th  of  January,  1693,  and  after  a  march  attended 
Avith  incredible  hardlhips,  they  palled  by  Schene<f£ady,  on 
the  6th  01  Februarv,  aud,  thac  night,  captivated  five  men 
and  fome  wamen  and  children,  at  the  fiifi:  caitle  of  tiie  Mo- 
hawks. The  lecoad  caitle  was  taken  with  equal  eal'e,  the 
Indian  inhabitants  being  in  perfetft  fecuiiiy,  and,  for  the 
moft  part,,  at  ScheneCt  idy.  Ac  the  thiid,  the  enemy  found 
about  forty  Indians  in  a  war  dance,  dcfigning  to  go  out,  up- 
on foine  enterpiife,  the  next  day.  Upon  their  entering  the 
caitle  a  conflic't  eiiliaed,  in  which  the  French  lolt  aboui;  thir- 
ty men.  Three  hundied  of  our  Indians  were  made  captives, 
in  this  dcfcent ;  and,  but  for  the  mterccfiion  of  the  lavages 
in  the  French  intercll,  would  all  have  been  put  to  the 
iword*. 

The  Indians  were  enraged,  and  with  good  reafon,  at  die 
people  of  Schenetitady,  who  gave  them  no  aiiifiaiice  agamft 
the  enemy,  though  ihey  had  notice  of  their  marching  by  that 
village,  but  this  was  atoned  for  by  the  fuccours  from  Al- 
bany. Colonel  Schuyler  voUmtarily  headed  a  party  of  two 
hundred  men,  and  went  our  againll  the  enemy.  Cn  the 
1 5tn  of  February,  he  was  joined  by  near  three  hundr  ed 
Indians,  ill  armed,  and  many  of  thehi  boys.  A  pretended 
deferter,  who  came  to  difiuade  the  Indiars  from  the  pur- 
fuit,  informed  him,  the  next  day,  that  the  French  had  built 
a  fort,  and  waited  to  fight  him  ;  upon  which  he  fent  to  In- 
goUby,  the  commandant  at  Albany,  as  well  for  a  leinforce*- 
meut  as  for  a  fupply  of  provifions  ;  for  the  greatelt  part  of 
jj    his  men  came  out,  with  only  a  few  bifcuitsin  their  pockets, 
*i    and  at  the  time  they  fell  in  with  the  enemy,  on  the  i  jih  of 
:    the  month,  had  been  feveral  days  Avithout  any  kind  of  food. 
I    Upon  approaching  the  French  army,  fundry  fldim  lhes  en* 
fued ;  the  enemy  endeavouring  to  prevent  our  Indians 
fiom  felling  trees  for  their  proreclion.  Captain  Syms,  with 
eighty  regulars  of  the  independent  companies,  and  a  fup- 
1    ply  of  provifions,  arrived  cn  the  19th  ;  but  the  enemy  had 
marched  off  the  day  before  in  a  great  fnow  ftorm .  Our  party 


*  Dr.  Colden  and  the  jefuit  Charlevoix  are  not  pcrfedtly 
agreed  in  the  hiltory  of  this  irruption,  I  have  followed, 
fometimes  the  former,  and  at  other  times  the  latter  ;  ac- 
cording as  the  facfts,  more  immediately,  related  to- th^  coii* 
^\xCi  of  their  refpeiftive  countrymen. 
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however  purfaed  them,  and  would  have  attacked  then*  rear, 
if  the  Mohawks  had  not  been  averfe  to  it.  When  the  French 
reached  the  north  branch  of  Hudfon's  river,  luckily  acake  of 
ice  ferved  them  to  crofs  over  it,  the  river  being  open  both 
above  and  belo\v.  The  froft  was  now  extremely  fevere,  and 
the  Mohawks  fearful  of  an  engagement ;  upon  wiiich  Schuy- 
3er,v7ho  had  retaken  about  fifry  Indian  captives, deliftcd  from 
the  purfuit  on  the  2cth  of  February ;  four  of  his  men  and  as 
many  Indians  being  killed,  and  twelve  wounded.  Our  In- 
dians, at  this  time,  were  fo  diftrefled  for  provifions,  that 
they  fed  upon  the  dead  bodies  of  the  French  ;  and  the  ene- 
my, in  their  turn,  were  reduced,  before  they  got  home, 
to  eat  up  their  fhoes.  The  French  in  this  entcrprife  loft 
eighty  men,  and  had  above  thirty  wounded. 

Fletcher's  extraordinary  dilpatchup  to  Albany,  upon  the 
firft  news  of  this  defcent,  gained  the  efteem  both  of  the 
public  and  our  Indian  allies. 

The  exprefs  reached  New- York  on  the  12th  of  February, 
at  ten  o'clock  in  the  night,  and  in  lefs  than  two  days,  the 
governor  embarked  with  three  hundred  volunteers.  The 
river,  which  was  heretofore  very  uncommon  at  that  feafon, 
was  open*.  Fletcher  landed  at  Albany,  and  arrived  at 
Sclienci^tady,  the  1 7th  of  the  month,  which  is  about  one 
hundred  and  fixty  miles  from  New- York  :  but  he  was  ftill 
too  late  to  be  of  any  other  ufe  tlian  to  flrengthen  the  anci- 
ent alliance.  The  Indians,  in  commendation  of  his  acfcivity 
on  the  occafion,  gave  him  the  name  of  Cayenguirago,  or, 
the  great  fwifc  arrow. 

Fletcher  returned  to  New- York,  and,  in  March,  met  the 
aflembly,  who  were  fo  well  pleafed  with  his  late  vigilance, 
th3*"beiides  giving  him  the  thanks  of  the  houfe,  they  raifed 
6oool.  for  a  year's  pay  of  three  hundred  volunteers,  and 
their  officers,  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers. 

As  the  greateft  part  of  this  province  confifted  of  Dutch  in- 
habitants, all  our  governors,  as  well  in  the  duke's  time,  as 
afcer  the  revolution,  thought  it  good  policy  to  encourage 
Englifh  preachers  and  fchoolmaflers  in  the  colony.  No  man 
could  be  more  bent  upon  fuch  a  projed:  than  Fletcher,  a  bi- 
got to  the  efpifcopal  form  of  church  government.  He,  ac- 
cordingly, recommended  this  matter  to  the  aflcmbiy,  on  his 


*  The  climate  of  late  years  is  much  altered,  and  this  day 
(February  14,  1756)  three  hundred  recruits  failed  from 
New-YorlsL  for  the  army  under  the  command  of  general 
Shirley,  now  quartered  at  Albany  }  and  lall  year,  a  lloap 
\went  up  the  river  a  mouth  earlier. 
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firft  arrival,  as  well  as  at  their  prcfent  meeting.  The  houfe, 
from  their  attachment  to  the  Dutch  language,  and  the  mo-' 
del  of  the  church  of  Holland,  fecured  by  one  of  the  arti- 
cles of  furrender,  were  entirely  difinclined  to  the  Icheme, 
which  occafioned  a  warm  rebuke  from  the  governor,  in  his 
fpeech  at  the  clofe  of  the  feffion,  in  thele  words :  "  gemie- 
men,  the  firlt  thing  that  I  did  recommend  to  you,  at  our 
laft  meeting,  was  to  provide  for  aminiftry,  and  nothing  is 
done  in  it.  There  are  none  of  you,  but  what  are  big  w  itii 
the  piivileges  of  Englifhmen  and  magna  charta,  which  is 
your  right ;  and  the  lame  law  doth  provide  for  the  religion 
of  the  chnrch  of  England,  againlt  labbath-breaking,  and 
all  other  profanity,  hut  as  yen  have  made  it  laft,  and  polt- 
poned  it  this  feffion,  I  hope  you  will  begin  with  it  the  next 
meeting,  and  do  fomewhat  toward  it  efteiftuaiiy." 

The  news  of  the  arrival  of  the  recruits  and  ammunition 
at  Canada,  the  late  lofs  of  the  Mohawks,  and  the  unfulfill- 
ed promifes  of  affiltance,  made  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
Engllih,  together  Vv  ith  the  inceUant  (blicitations  of  Milet, 
the  jefuit,  all  confpired  to  induce  the  Gneydces  to  fue  for 
a  peace  with  the  French.  To  prevent  fo  important  an  event, 
Fletcher  met  the  five  nations  at  Albany,  in  July  1693,  with 
a  conliderablc  prefent  of  knives,  hatchets,  clothing,  and 
ammunition,  which  had  been  fent  over,  by  the  crown,  for 
that  purpofe.  The  Indians  confented  to  a  renewal  of  the 
ancient  league,  and  expreiled  their  gratitude,  for  the  king's 
donation,  with  fingular  force.  Brother  Cayenguirago, 
we  roll  and  wallow  in  joy,  by  rcafon  of  the  great  favour 
the  great  king  and  queen  have  done  us,  in  fending  us  arms 
and  ammunition  at  a  time  when  we  are  in  the  gi  ea^eft  need 
of  them  ;  and  becaufe  there  is  fuch  unity  among  the  bre- 
thren." Colonel  Fletcher prefied  their  delivering  up. to  him 
Milet,  the  old  pricft,  which  they  promifed,  bnt  never  per- 
formed. On  the  contrary,  he  had  influence  enough  to  pcr- 
fuade  all,  but  the  Mohawks,  to  treat  about  the  peace 
at  Onondaga,  though  the  governor  exerted  himfelf  to 
prevent  it. 

Soon  after  this  interview,  Fletcher  returned  to  New- 
York  ;  and,  in  September,  met  a  new  aliembly,  of  which 
James  Graham  was  cliofen  fpeaker.  The  governor  laboured, 
at  this  feffion,  to  procure  the  eftabliiliment  of  a  miniftry 
throughout  the  colony,  a  revenue  to  his  majefty  for  life, 
the  repairing  the  fort  in  New-York,  and  the  e'retftion  of  a 
chapel.  That  part  of  his  fpeech,  relating  to  the  minifcry, 
was  in  thefe  words  :  I  recommended  to  the  former  aliem- 
bly, the  fettling  of  an  able  minifi:ry,that  the  worfhipof  God 
may  be  obferved  among  us ;  for  1  fu^l  that  great  and  fiiih 
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duty  very  much  negledled.  Let  us  not  forget  that  there  is 
tt  jod,  tiiat  made  us,  who  will  p  otecft  us,  it  we  fervehim. 
This  has  been  always  the  firil  thing  I  have  recoir-niended, 
jet  the  lail  in  your  coniidera'ioii.  i  hope  you  are  all  iatisfi- 
cd  of  the  great  neceffity  and  duty,  that  lies  upon  you  to  do 
tills,  as  you  exped:  his  blefiing  upon  your  labours."  The 
zeal  with  which  this  affair  was  recommended,  induced  the 
houfe,  on  the  1 2th  of  September,  to  appoint  a  committee 
of  eight  members,  to  agree  upon  a  fcheme  for  letiLnga 
luiniitry,  in  each  refpedtive  precincl,  throughout  the  pro- 
vince. This  committee  made  a  report  the  next  day  ;  buiiit 
was  recom  nitie  I  ulit'ie  afi;ern.>on,  and  then  deferred  to  the 
next  morning.  Several  debates  arihn^  about  the  )  eport,  in 
the  houle,  it  was  again  "  recommitteu  /or  farther  conlidem- 
t  on."  On  the  15th  of  September,  it  was  approved,  the  ef- 
tabiifhmcnt  being  then  limited  to  fe  .  eral  parilhes  in  four 
counties,  and  a  bdl  ordered  to  be  brought  in  accordingly.;  : 
which  the  {peaker  (who,  on  the  rSth  of  Sep^embe",  was 
appointed  to  draw  all  their  bills)  produced  on  the  19th.  It 
W'jiB  read  t>vice  on  the  fame  day,  and  then  referred  to  a  com- 
mitlee  of  the  whole  houfe.  The  third  reading  was  on  the 
21  ft  of  September,  when  the  bill  palled,  and  wa_  fent  up  to 
the  governor  and  council,  who  immediarely  returned  it  j 
with  an  amendment,  to  velt  his  excellency  with  an  epifco-  | 
pal  power  of  indudting  every  incumbent,  addhig  to  that  part  \ 
of  the  bill  near  the  end,  which  gave  the  right  of  prefenta-  \ 
tion  to  the  people,  thele  words     and  prefented  to  the  go-  S 
vernor,  to  be  approved  and  collated."  The  houfe  declined  J 
their  confent  to  the  addition,  and  immediately  returned  J 
the  bill,  praying,  *^  that  it  may  pafs  wiihoat  the  amend-  | 
jneut,  having,  in  the  drawmg  of  the  bill,  had  a  due  re-  | 
gard  to  that  pious  intent  of  fettling  a  miniftry,  for  the  be-  I 
nefit  of  the  people."  Fletcher  was  lb  exafperated  with  their  j 
refafal,  that  he  no  fooner  received  the  anfwer  of  the  houfe,  \j 
than  he  convened  them  befor  e  him,  and  in  an  angry  fpeech  | 
broke  up  the  feilion.  I  lhall  lay  that  part  of  it,  relating  | 
to  this  bill,  before  the  reader,  becaufe  it  is  characfteiiilic  1 
of  the  man.  .j 

G  E  N  T  L  E  M  E  N,  -  j 

There  is  alfo  abill  for  fettling  a  miniftry  in  this  city,  j 

and  fome  other  countides  of  the  government.  In  tmt  very  j 

thing  you  have  fhown  a  great  deal  of  ftiffnefs.  You  take  up-  i 

on  you,  as  if  you  we  e  dictators.  I  fent  down  to  you  an  i 

amendment  of  three  or  four  words  in  that  bill,  which,  J 

though  very  immaterial,  yet  was  politively  denied.  I  muft  I 

tell  you,  it  feems  very  unmannerly.  There  never  was  an  J 
jimeudinent  yet  dcfired  by  the  council  board^  but  what  was 
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tejecfled.  It  is  the  fign  of  a  ftubbom  ill  temper,  and  this  have 
alfo  pafled. 

"  But,  gentlemen,  I  muft  take  leave  to  tell  you,  if  you 
feem  to  undeiiiacd  by  thefe  words,  that  none  can  fei  v^ 
without  your  collation  or  eftablifhment,  you  are  far  mif- 
taken.  Fori  have  the  power  of  collating  or  fu (pending  any 
minifter,  in  my  government,  by  their  majefties'  Icttei^  pa- 
tent ;  and  whilft  I  ftay  in  the  government,  I  w  ill  take  care, 
that  neither  hercfy,  fedition,  fchifm,  or  rebellion,  be 
p/eached  among  you,  nor  vice  and  profanity  encouiaged. 
It  is  my  endeavour,  to  lead  a  virtuous  and  pious  life  amongfl" 
you,  and  to  give  a  good  example  :  I  wifli  you  ail  to  do  the 
fame.  You  ou^ht  to  conlider,  that  you  have  br.t  a  third 
ihaie  in  the  legiflative  power  of  the  government  ;  and 
ought  not  to  take  all  vpon  you,  nor  be  fo  peremptory. 
You  ought  to  let  the  council  have  a  fliare.  They  are  in  the 
nature  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  or  upper  houfe  ;  but  you  leem 
to  take  the  whclepower  in  your  hands,  and  fet  up  for  evei  y 
thing.  You  have  let  along  time,  to  little  p'lrpofe,  and  have 
been  a  great  charge  to  the  country.  Ten  fliillings  a  day  is 
a  large  allowance,  and  you  puncl'ially  eradl  it.  You  have 
been  always  forward  enough  to  pull  down  the  fees  of  ether 
minifters  in  the  government.  Why  did  you  not  think  it; 
expedient  to  correvft  your  own,  to  a  mo^e  moderate  allow- 
ance ? 

Gentlemen,  T  fliall  fay  no  more,  a*  prefent,  but  that 
you  do  w  ithdraw  to  your  private  affairs  in  the  country.  I  do 
prorogue  you  to  the  tenth  of  January  next,  and  you  are 
hereby  pi  orogued  to  the  tenth  dny  of  January  next  enfu- 
ing." 

Tlie  violence  of  this  man's  temper  is  very  evident  in  all 
his  (jjeeches  ajid  mefliigesto  the  aflembly;  and  it  can  only  be 
acti  ibuted  to  the  ignorance  of  the  times,  that  the  n  embers 
of  that  houfe,  inilead  of  aflerting  their  equality,  peaceably 
piitup  with  his  rudenefs.  Certainly  they  delcrved  better 
nfage  at  his  hands.  For  the  revenue,  eflablifhed  the  laft  year, 
was,  at  this  fellion,  continued  five  years  longer  than  was 
originally  intended.  This  was  rendering  the  governor  for 
a  time  independent  of  the  peo^ile.  For,  at  that  day,  the  vS- 
fembly  had  no  treafure  ;  but  the  amount  of  all  taxes  went 
ofcourfeinto  the  hands  of  the  receiver-general,  who  was 
appointed  by  the  crown.  Out  of  this  fund,  monies  were  only 
i'duable  by  the  governor's  warrant  ;  fo  that  every  officer  in 
the  government,  from  mr.  Blaithwait,  who  drew  annually 
five  per  cent,  out  of  the  revenue,  as  auditor-getic  al,  down 
to  the  meaneft  fervant  of  rhe  public,  be  came  dependent,  fole- 
ly,of  the  governor.  And  hence  we  fuidthe  houfe,  at  the  clofe- 
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of  every  feffion,  humbly  addreffing  his  excellency,  f(5r  fh« 
trifling  wages  of  their  own  clerk.  Fletcher  was,  notwith- 
ftanding,  fo  much  difpleafed  with  them,  that,  foon  after  the 
prorogation,  he  diflblved  the  allembly. 

The  members  of  the  new  aflembly  met,  according  to  the 
writ  of  iummons,  in  March  1694,  and  chofe  colonel  Peirfon^ 
for  their  fpeaker,  mr.  Graham  being  left  out  at  the  eledtion 
for  the  city.  The  fhortnefs  of  this  felBon,  wliich  continued 
only  to  the  latter  end  of  the  month,  was  owing  to  the  dif- 
agreeable  bufinefs  the  houfe  began  upon,  of  examining  the 
ftate  of  the  public  accounts,  and  in  paiticular  the  muftei* 
rolls  of  the  volunteers,  in  the  pay  of  the  prrovince.  They, 
however,  relhnied  it  again  in  September,  and  formally  en- 
tered their  cli{latisfa<ftion,  with  the  receiver-general's  ac- 
counts. The  governor,  at  the  fame  time,  blew  up  the  coals 
of  contention,  by  a  demand  of  additional  pay,  for  the  king's 
foldiers,  then  juit  arrived,  andnew  fupplies  for  detachments 
in  defence  of  the  frontiers.  He  at  laft  proi-ogued  them,  af- 
ter obtainmg  an  adt  for  fupporting  one  hundred  men  upon 
the  borders.  The  fame  dilputes  revived  again  in  the  fpring 
169^  ;  and  proceeded  to  fuch  lengths,  that  the  a^embly  alk- 
'ed  the  governor's  leave  to  print  their  minutes,  that  they 
might  appeal  to  the  public.  It  was  at  thisfeffion,  on  the  12th 
of  April  1695,  that  upon  a  petition  of  five  church  warden* 
and  veftrymen  of  the  city  of  New  York,  the  houfe  declared 
it  to  be  their  opinion,  That  the  velbymen  and  church- 
wardens have  power  to  call  a  diflenting  proteftant  minfter, 
and  that  he  is  to  be  paid  and  maintained  as  the  acft  directs.*' 
The  intent  of  thas  petition  was  to  refute  an  opinion,  which 
prevailed,  that  the  late  miniftry  adl  was  made  for  thefole 
benefit  of  epifcopal  clergymen. 

The  quiet,  undiilurbed  flate  of  the  frontiers,  while  the 
French  were  endeavouring  to  make  a  peace  with  the  five  na- 
tions, and  the  complaints  of  many  of  the  volunteers,  who 
had  not  received  their  pay,  very  much  conduced  to  the  back- 
w^ardnefs  of  the  allembly,  in  aufwerint^  Fletcher's  perpetual 
dema.  ids  of  money.  But  when  the  Indians  refufed  to  com- 
ply with  the  terms  of  peace  demanded  by  the  French  go- 
vernor, which  Avere  to  fuffer  him  to  rebuild  the  fort  at  Ca- 
daraqui,  and  to  include  the  Indian  allies,  the  war  broke  out 
afrefh,  and  the  aflembly  were  obliged  to  augment  both  their 
detachments  and  fupplies.  The  count  Frontenac  now  le- 
velled his  wrath,  principally  againlt  the  Mohawks,  who 
were  more  attached,  than  any  other  of  the  five  nations,  to 
ourinterefl:  but  as  his  intentions  had  taken  air,  jie  pru- 
dently changed  hismeafures,  and  fent  a  party  of  thrc-e  him-/ 
dred  men,  to  the  ifthmus  at  Niagara,  to  I'urprife  thole  of- 
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the  five  nations,  that  might  be  hmiting  there.  Among  n  few 
that  were  met  witii,  fome  were  killed,  and  others  taken 
jyrifoners,  and  afterwards  bmnt  at  Montreal.  Our  Indian* 
imitated  the  count's  example,  and  burnt  ten  Dewagunga 
captives. 

Colonel  Fletcher  and  his  aflembly  having  come  to  an  opea 
Capture  in  the  fpring,  he  called  another  in  June,  of  which 
James  Graham  was  chofen  (peaker.  The  count  Front enac 
was  then  repairing  the  old  fort  at  Cadaraqui  ;  and  the  intel- 
ligence of  this,  and  the  king's  affignment  of  the  quotas  of 
the  feveral  colonies,  for  an  united  force  *  againft  the  Fi  ench. 
Were  the  principal  matters  which  the  governor  laid  before 
the  aflembly.  The  lilt  of  the  quotas  was  this. 
Pennfylvania,  £  86       Rhode  Ifiand  and  Providence 

Maflachufetts-Bay,     350  Plantation,  £  48 

Maryland,  160       Connetfticut,  120 

Virginia,  340       New-York,  200 

As  a  number  of  forces  were  now  arrived,  the  aflembly  \vere 
in  hopes,  the  province  would  be  relieved  from  raifing  any 
more  men  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  ;  and,  to  obtain 
thisfhvour  of  the  governor,  ordered  jfioco.  to  be  levied,  one 
half  to  be  prefented  to  him,  and  the  refl  he  had  leave  to 
dillribute  among  the  Englifti  oflicers  and  Ibldiers.  A  bill  for 
this  purpofe  was  drawn  \  but  though  his  excellency  thank* 
cd  them  for  their  favourable  intention,  he  thought  it  not  for 
his  honour  to  confent  to  it.  After  pafling  feveral  law  s,  the 
lefllion  broke  up  in  perfect  harmony,  the  governor,  in  his 
great  grace,  recommending  it  to  the  houfe,  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  the  public  accounts  againft  the  next  fef- 
fions. 


*  As  fuch  an  union  appeared  to  be  neceflary  fo  long  ago, 
it  is  very  furprifing  that  no  effet^ual  fcheme  for  that  pui> 
pole  has  hitherto  been  carried  into  full  execution.  A  plaii 
Was  concerted,  in  the  great  congi^efs  confiftin^  of  commif- 
(ioners  from  feveral  colonies,  met  at  Albany,  m  1754  '■> 
what  approbation  it  received  at  home,  has  not  hitherto  been 
made  public.  The  danger  to  Great  Britain,  apprehended 
from  our  united  force,  is  founded  in  a  total  ignorance  of  the 
true  ftate  and  charatftcr  of  the  colonics.  None  ofhisniajef- 
ty's  fubjecfls  are  more  loyal,  or  more  llrongly  attached  to 
proteftant  principles  ;  and  the  remarkable  attefl:arion,  in  the 
elegant  addrefs  of  the  lords  of  the  i^tli  of  November  1755, 
in  our  favoi.u',  That  we  area  great  body  of  brave  and 
faithful  fubjedls,"  is  as  jufdy  due  to  us,  as  it  was  nobly  faid 
l)y  them.  O 
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In  Septemter>  Fletcher  went  up  to  Albany,  witli  very 
co'.iiiderable  prefents  to  the  Indians  ;  whom  he  blamed  for 
fulfermg  the  French  to  rebuild  the  fort  at  Cadaraqai^or  Fron- 
tenac,  which  commands  the  entrance  from  Canada,  into  the 
great  lake  Ontario. 

While  thefe  works  were  carrying  on,  the  Dionandadies, 
who  were  then  poorly  fupplied  by  the  French,  made  over- 
tures of  a  peace  with  the  five  nations,  which  the  latter  readi^ 
ly  embraced,  becaufeit  was  owing  to  their  fears  of  thefe  In- 
dians, who  livetl  near  the  lake  Milhlimachinac,  that  they  ne- 
ver dared  to  march  with  their  whole  llrength  againft  Ca- 
nada. The  French  commandant  was  fully  fenlible  of  the 
importance  of  preventing  this  alliance.  The  civilities  of  the 
Dionandadies  to  the  prifoners,  by  whom  the  treaty,  to  pre- 
vent a  difco  very,  was  jiegociated,  gave  the  officer  the  fiift 
fufpicion  of  it.  One  of  thele  wretches  had  the  unhappinefs 
to  fall  into  tlie  hands  of  the  French,  who  put  him  to  the 
moft  exquidte  torments,  that  all  future  intercourfe  with 
the  Dionandadies  might  be  cut  off.  Dr.  Colden,  injuilre- 
fentment  for  this  inhmnan  barbarity,  has  publiflied  the 
whole  pi'ocefs  fiom  la  Potherie's  hiftory  of  North  America, 
and  it  is  tiiis  : 

The  prifoner  being  firft  made  fafl  to  a  ftake,  fo  as  to 
have  room  to  move  l  ound  it ;  a  Frenchman  began  the  hor- 
rid tragedy,  by  broiling  the  fielh  of  the  prifoner's  legs, 
from  his  toes  to  his  knees,  with  the  red-hot  barrel  of  a  gun. 
His  example  was  followed  by  an  Utawawa,  who,  being  clefi- 
rous  to  outdo  the  French  in  their  refined  cruelty,  fplit  a  fur- 
row from  the  prifoner's  Ihoulder  to  his  garter,  ancl  filling  it 
with  gun-pawder,  fet  fire  to  it.  This  gave  him  exquifite  pain, 
and  raifed  excellive  laughter  in  his  tormentors.  When  they 
found  his  throat  fo  much  parched,  that  he  was  no  longer 
able  to  grati.y  their  ears  with  his  howling,  they  gave  him 
water,  to  enable  him  to  contmue  their  pleafure  longer. 
Hut  at  la^,  his  ft^-ength  failing,  an  Utawawa  flcaed  off  his 
fcalp,  and  threw  burning  hot  coals  on  his  fcull.  Then  they 
untie  Z  him,  and  bid  him  run  for  his  life.  He  began  to  run, 
tumbling  like  a  diTinken  man.  They  fliut  up  the  way  to 
the  eaft,  and  made  him  run  vrefrward,  the  countiy,  as  they 
think,  of  departed  miferable  fouls.  He  had  IHll  force  left 
to  throw  ftones,  till  they  put  an  end  to  his  mifery  by 
knocking  him  on  the  head.  After  this  every  one  cut  a  flice 
from  his  body,  to  conclude  the  tragedy  with  a  feaft." 

From  the  time  colonel  Fletcher  received  his  inflnicftion, 
refpecfting  the  quotas  of  thefe  colonies,  for  the  defence  of 
the  frontiers,  he  repeatedly,  but  in  vain,  urged  their  com- 
pliance with  the  king's  du  ccticn  ;  he  then  carried  his  com- 
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plaints  agalnft  them  home  to  his  majeily,  but  all  his  ap- 
plications were  defeated  by  the  agents  of  thofe  colonies, 
who  refidcd  in  England.  As  foon,  therefore,  as  he  had  laid 
this  matter  before  the  affembly,  in  autumn  1695,  the  lioufe 
appointed  William  Nicol,  to  go  home  in  the  quality  of  an 
agent  for  this  province,  for  which  they  allowed  him^  1000. 
But  his  folicitations  proved  unfuccelsful,  and  the  inilnic- 
tion,  relating  to  thefe  quotas,  which  is  Hill  conthiued,  re- 
mains unnoticed  to  this  day.  Fletcher  maintained  a  go»d 
correfpondence  with  the  a{lembly,  through  the  reit  of  his 
adminiftration  ;  and  nothing  appears,  upon  their  journals, 
womh  the  reader's  attention. 

The  French  never  had  a  governor,  in  Canada^  fo  vigilant 
and  atftive  as  the  count  de  Frontenac.  He  had  no  fooncr  re- 
paired the  old  fort,  called  hy  his  name,  than  he  formed  a 
defign  of  invading  the  country  of  the  five  nations  with  a 
great  army.   For  this  parpofe,  in  1696,  he  convened  at 
Montreal,  all  the  regular-;,  as  well  as  n  ilitia,  under  his 
command  ;  the  Owenagungas,  Q^uatoghies  of  Loretto,  Adi- 
rondacks,  Sokakies,  Nipiciriniens,  the  profelyted  pi-aying 
Indians  of  the  five  nations,  and  a  few  Utawav«  a3.  Inltead 
of  waggons  and  horfes,  which  are  ufelefs  in  fuch  a  countiy, 
as  he  had  to  march  through,  the  army  was  conveyed, 
through  rivers  and  lakes,  in  light  barks,  Vv  hich  are  porta- 
ble, whenever  the  rapidity  of  the  ftream  and  the  crofiiiig 
an  ifthmui  rendered  it  neceflary.  The  count  left  la  Chine, 
at  the  fouth  end  of  the  ifland  of  Montreal,  on  the  7th  of 
July.  Two  battalions  of  regulars,  under  the  con\mand  cf 
ie  Chevalier  de  Callieres,  headed  by  a  number  of  Indians, 
led  the  van,  with  two  fmall  pieces  of  cannon,  the  mortars, 
grenadoes,  and  ammiuiition.  After  them  followed  the  pro- 
vifions  ;  then  the  main  body,  with  the  count's  houfeholcl, 
a   confiderable  number  of  volunteers,    and    the  engi- 
neer; and  four  battalions  of  the  militia  commanded  by 
monfieur  de  Ramezai,  governor  of  Trois  Rivieres. 

Two  battalions  of  regulars  ajid  a  few  Indians,  under  the 
chevalier  de  Vaudrueil,  brought  up  the  rear.  Before  the 
army  went  a  parcel  of  fcouts,  to  defcry  the  tracks  and  am- 
bufcades  of  the  enemy.  After  twelve  days  march,  they  ar- 
rived at  Cadaraqui,  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles 
from  Montreal,  and  then  crofied  the  lake  to  Ofv.  ego.  Fifty 
men  marched  on  each  fide  of  the  Onondaga  river,  which  is 
narrow  and  rapid.  When  they  entered  the  little  lake*,  the 


*  The  Onondaga  lalce,  noted  for  a  good  fait  pit  at  the 
ibuth  eaft  end  ;  which,  as  it  may  be  very  advantageous  to 


THE  HISTORY 


army  divided  into  two  parts,  coalling  along  the  edges,  tliat 
the  enemy  might  be  uncertain  as  to  the  place  of  their  land- 
ing ;  and  where  they  did  land  they  ered:ed  a  fort.  The 
Onondagas  had  fent  away  their  wives  and  children,  and 
were  determined  to  defend  their  caftle,  till  they  were  in- 
formed by  a  deferter,  of  the  fnperior  ftrength  of  the  French, 
and  the  nature  of  bombs,  which  were  intended  to  be  nfed 
againft  them  ;  and  then,  afier  fetung  fire  to  theii*  village, 
they  retired  into  the  woods.  As  foon  as  the  count  heard  of 
this,  he  marched  to  their  huts  in  order  of  battle  ;  being 
himlelf  carried  in  an  elbow  chair,  behind  the  artillery. 
With  this  mighty  apparatus  he  entered  it,  and  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  a  litde  Indian  com  was  the  great  acquilition.  A 
brave  fachem,  then  about  a  hundred  years  old,  was  the 
only  perfon  who  tan-ied  in  the  caftle  to  falute  the  old  ge- 
neral. The  French  Indians  put  him  to  torment,  which  he 
endured  with  aftoiiifhing  prefence  of  mind.  To  one  who 
ftabbed  him  wizh.  a  knife,  <^  you  had  better,''  fays  he,'* 

make  me  die  by  fire,  that  thefe  French  do^s  may  learn 
hov/  to  fuffer  like  men  :  you  Indians,  their  allies,  you  dogs 
of  dogs,  think  of  me  when  you  are  in  the  like  condition*." 
This  fachem  was  the  only  man,  of  all  the  Onondagas,  that 
was  killed  ;  and  had  not  thirty -five  Oneydoes,  who  waited 
to  receive  Vaudrueil  at  their  caftles,  been  afterwards  bafely 
carried  into  captivity,  the  count  would  have  returned  with- 
out the  leaft  mark  of  triumph.  As  foon  as  he  began  his  re- 
treat, the  Onondagas  followed,  and  annoyed  his  army  by 
cutting  off  feveral  batceaus. 

This  expenfive  enterprife,  and  the  continual  incurfions 
of  the  five  nations,  on  the  country  near  Montreal,  again 
fpread  a  famine  through  all  Canada.  The  count,  however, 
kept  up  his  fpirits  to  the  laft  ;  and  lent  out  fcalpuig  parties, 
w^ho  mfefted  Albany,  as  our  Indians  did  Montreal,  till  the 
treaty  of  peace,  figned  at  Ryfwick,  in  1697. 

Richard,  earl  of  Bellamont,  was  appointed  to  fuccced 
colonel  Fletcher,  in  the  year  1695  ;  but  did  not  receive 
his  comm.ifiion  till  the  iSth  of  June,  1697  :  and  as  he 
delayed  his  voyage  till  after  the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  which 
was  figned  the  loth  of  September  following,  he  was  blown 
off  our  coaft  to  Barbadoes,  and  did  not  arrive  here  before 
tlie  2d  of  April,  1698. 


the  garrifon  at  Ofwego,  it  is  hoped  the  government  will 
never  grant  to  any  private  company, 

*  "  Never  perhaps  (fays  Charlevoix)  was  a  man  treated 
with  more  cnielty,  nor  did  any  ev&r  bear  it  with  fuperior 
iiiagnar.iniiiy  and  refolution." 
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During  the  late  war,  the  feas  were  extremely  infefted 
with  En glifh  pirates,  fome  of  whom  failed  out  of  Kew- 
York  ;  and  it  was  ftrongly  fufpe<5led  that  tiiey  had  received 
too  much  countenance  here,  even  from  the  government,  du- 
ring Fletcher's  admin illration.  His  lordfliip's  promotion  to 
the  chief  command  of  the  MaHachufett's  bay  and  New- 
Hamplhire,  as  well  as  tuis  province,  was  owing  partly  to 
his  rank,  but  principally  to  the  affair  of  the  pirates  ;  and 
the  multiplicity  of  bufinefs,  to  which  tlie  charge  of  three 
colonies  would  necellarily  expofe  him,  inducea  the  eail  to 
bring  over  with  him  John  Nanfan,  his  kinfman,  in  the  qua- 
lity of  our  lieutenant-governor*.  When  lord  Eellamont 
was  appointed  to  the  government  of  thefe  provinces,  the 
king  did  him  the  honour  to  fay  "  that  he  thought  him  a 
man  of  refolution  and  integrity,  and  with  theie  qualities 
more  likely  than  any  other  he  could  thmk  of,  to  put  a  ftop 
to  the  growth  of  piracy." 

Before  the  carl  fet  out  for  America,  he  became  acquainted 
with  Robert  Livingfton,  efq ;  f  who  was  then  in  England, 
foliciting  his  own  affairs  before  the  council  and  the  treafury. 
The  earl  took  occafion,  in  one  of  his  conferences  with  mr. 
Livingfton,  to  mention  the  fcandal  tlte  province  was  under 
on  account  of  the  pirates.  The  latter,  who  confefled  it  was 
not  without  reafon,  brought  the  earl  acquainted  with  one 
Kid,  whom  he  recommended  as  a  man  of  integrity  and 
courage,  that  knew  the  pirates  and  their  rendezvous,  ar.d 
would  undertake  t*»  apprehend  them,  if  the  king  woidd 
employ  him  in  a  good  failing  frigate  of  gims  and  15© 
men.  The  earl  laid  the  propofal  before  the  king,  who  con- 
fuhed  the  admiralty  upon  that  fubjedl :  but  this  projed:  drop* 
ped,  through  the  uncertainty  of  the  adventure,  and  the 
French  war,  which  gave  full  employment  to  all  the  fhips  in 


*  His  commiffion  was  dated  the  ift  of  July,  1697. 

f  This  gentleman  was  a  fonof  mr.  John  Livingfton,  one 
of  the  commiflioners  from  Scotland  to  King  Charles  II.  while 
he  was  an  exile  at  Breda.  He  was  a  clergyman  diftinguiflied 
by  his  zeal  and  induftry  and,  for  his  oppolition  to  epifco- 
pacy,  became  fo  obnoxious,  after  the  reftoration,  to  the  En- 
glifli  court,  that  he  left  Scotland,  and  took  the  paftoral 
charge  of  an  Englifh  preft)yterian  church  in  Rotterdam.  His 
defcendants  are  very  numerous  in  this  province,  and  the  fa- 
mily in  the  firft  rank  for  their  wealth,  morals,  and  educa- 
tion. The  original  diary,  in  the  hand-writing  of  their  com^ 
ihon  anceftor,  is  ftill  among  them,  and  contains  a  hiftory  of 
life.  ^ 
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the  navy.  Mr.  Livingfton  thenpropofed  a  private  adventure 
s-^ainft  the  pirates,  offering  to  be  concerned  with  Kid,  a 
iirth  part  in  the  Ihip  and  charges,  and  to  be  bound  for  Kid's 
faithrul  execution  of  the  commiffion.  The  king  then  ap- 
proved of  the  defign,  and  referved  a  tentli  fhare,  to  fho\r 
that  he  was  concerned  in  the  enterprife.  Lord  chancellor 
Somers,  the  duke  of  Shrewfbury,  the  earls  of  Romney  and 
Oxford,  fir  Edmond  Harrifon  and  others,  joined  in  the 
fcheme,  agreeing  to  the  expenfe  of  6000I.  But  the  manage- 
ment of  the  whole  affair  was  left  to  lord  Bellamont,  who 
gave  orders  to  Kid  to  purfue  his  commiflion,  which  was  in 
ccmnioii  form.  Kid  failed,  from  Plymouth,  for  New-York, 
in  April,  1696  ;  and  afterwards  turned  pirate,  bumthisfliip, 
and  came  to  Boflon,  where  the  earl  apprehended  him.  His 
lordfiiip  wrote  to  the  fecrctary  of  Hate,  defiring  that  Kid 
might  be  fent  for.  The  Rochcfter  man  of  war  wasdifpatch- 
ed  upon  this  fervice ;  but  being  driven  back,  a  general  fufpi- 
cion  prevailed  in  England,  that  all  was  coliulion  between 
the  minillry  and  the  adventurers,  who,  it  was  thought,  were 
nnwilliixg  Kid  fliould  be  brought  home,  left  he  might  dif- 
cover  that  the  chancellor,  the  duke,  and  others,  were  con- 
federates in  the  piracy.  The  matter  even  proceeded  to  fucli 
lengths,  that  a  motion  was  made,  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
that  all  who  were  concerned  in  the  adventure,  might  be 
turned  out  of  their  employments ;  but  it  was  rejedlea  by  a 
great  majority. 

The  tory  party,  who  excited  thefe  clamours,  though  they 
loil  their  motion  in  the  houfe,  afterwards  impeached  fe- 
veral  whig  lords  ;  and,  among  other  articles,  charged  them 
with  being  concerned  in  Kia  s  piracy.  But  tiiefe  profecu- 
tions  ferved  only  to  brighten  the  innocency  ofthofe,  againft 
whom  they  were  brought;  for  the  impeached  lords  were 
honourably  acquitted  by  their  peers. 

Lord  Bellamont's  commiflion  was  publifhed  in  council, 
on  the  day  of  his  arrival  ;  colonel  Fletcher,  who  llill  re- 
mained governor  under  the  proprietors  of  Pennfylvania, 
and  lieutenant  governor  Nanfan,  being  prefent.  The  mem- 
beu  of  the  council  were,  ,  M 

Frederick  Philipfe,  William  NicoU,  . .  i 

Stephen  Van  Cortlandt,  Thomas  Will et,  ^  1 

Nicholas  Bayard,  William  Pinhonie, 

Gabriel  Mienville,  Jo^^^^  Lawrence. 
William  Smith, 

After  the  earl  had  difpatched  captain  John  Schuyler,  and 
Dellius,  the  Dutch  miniflerof  Albany,  to  Canada,  with  the 
account  of  the  peace,  and  to  folicit  a  mutual  exchange  of 
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prifoners  ;  he  laid  before  the  council  the  letters  from  fecre- 
tary  Vernon  and  the  £aft-India  company,  relating  to  the 
pirates  ;  informing  that  board,  that  he  had  an  affidavit,  thac 
Fletclier  had  permitted  them  to  land  their  fpoils  in  this 
province,  and  that  mr.  Nicoll  bargahied  for  their  protec- 
tions, and  received  for  his  fervices  Soo  Spanifh  dollars. 
Nicoll  confelTed  the  receipt  of  the  money  for  protec- 
tions, but  faid  it  was  in  virtue  of  a  late  adt  of  aflembly,  al- 
lowing privateers  on  their  giving  fecurity  ;  but  he  denied 
the  receipt  of  any  money  from  known  pirates.  One  Weaver 
was  admitted,  at  this  time,  into  the  council-chamber,  and 
aviled  in  the  quality  of  king's  council,  and  in  anfwer  to  mr. 
Nicoll,  denied  that  there  was  any  fuch  aA  of  aflembly  as  he 
mentioned.  After  confidering  the  whole  matter,  the  council 
advifed  his  excellency  to  fend  Fletcher  home,  but  to  try 
Nicoll  here,  becaiifc  his  eftate  woidd  not  bear  the  expenle 
of  a  trial  in  England.  Their  advice  was  never  carried  into 
execution,  which  was  probably  owing  to  a  want  of  evidence 
againft  the  parties  accufed.  It  is  neverthelefs  certain,  that 
the  pirates  were  frequently  in  the  found,  and  fupplied  with 
pi  ovifions  by  the  inhabitavits  of  Long  Ifland,  who,  for  many 
years  afterwards,  were  fo  infatuated  with  a  notion,  that  the 
pirates  buried  great  quantities  of  money  along  the  coall,  that 
there  isfcarce  a  point  of  land,  or  an  ifland  without  the  marks 
of  their  auri  facra  fames.  Some  credulous  people  have  ruined 
themfelves  by  thefe  refearches,  and  propagated  a  thoufand 
idle  fables,  current  tO  this  day,  among  our  country  farmers. 

As  Fletcher,  through  tlie  whole  of  his  adminiftration, 
had  been  entirely  influenced  by  the  enemies  of  Leifler  ;  no- 
thing could  be  more  agreeable  to  the  numerous  adherents 
of  that  unhappy  man,  than  the  earl's  difaff^ccTiionro  the  late 
governor.  It  was  for  this  reafon,  they  immediately  devoted 
themfelves  to  his  lordfliip,  as  the  head  of  their  party. 

The  majority  of  the  members  of  the  council  were  Fletch- 
er's friends  ;  and  there  needed  nothing  more  to  render  them 
obnoxious  to  his  lordfliip.  Leifler's  advocates,  at  the  fam.e 
time,  mortally  hated  them  ;  not  only  becaufe  they  had  im- 
brued their  hands  in  the  blood  of  the  principal  men  of  their 
party,  but  alfo  becaufe  they  had  engrofled  the  folc  confi- 
dence of  the  late  governor,  and  brought  down  his  rclent- 
ment  upon  them.  Hence,  at  the  commencement  of  the  carl's 
adminiilration,  the  members  of  the  council  had  every 
thing  to  fear  ;  while  the  party  they  had  deprefied,  be- 
gan once  again  to  ere<ft  its  head  under  the  fmiles  of  a  gover- 
nor, who  was  fond  of  their  aid,  as  they  were  folicitous  to 
corrciliate  his  favour.  Had  the  earl  countenanced  the  ene- 
mies, as  well  as  the  friends  of  Leifler»*vhich  he  mighi  hnvc 
dene,  his  admlniilrai  ion  would  doubtlefs  have  been  eaiier 
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tohimfelf  and  advantageous  to  the  province.  But  his  in- 
flexible averlion  to  Fletcher  prevented  his  adding  with  that 
moderation,  which  was  neceflary  to  enable  him  to  govern 
both  parties.  The  fire  of  his  temper  appeared  very  early, 
on  his  fufpending  mr.  NicoU  from  the  boai-d  of  council, 
and  obliging  him  to  enter  Into  a  recognizance  in  2000I.  to 
anfwerforhis  conducft  relating  to  the  protedions.  But  his 
Ipeech  to  the  new  aftembly,  convened  on  the  i8th  of  May, 
gave  the  fulleft  evidence  of  his  abhorrence  of  the  late  ad- 
miniftration.  Philip  French  was  chofcn  fpeaker,  and  waited 
upon  his  excellency  with  the  houfe,  when  his  lordfhip  fpoke 
to  them  in  the  following  manner  : 

I  cannot  but  obferve  to  you,  what  a  legacy  my  prede- 
ceflbr  has  left  me,  and  what  difficulties  to  ftruggte  with ; 
a  divided  people,  an  empty  purfe,  afewmiferable,  naked, 
half-ftarved  foldiers,  not  half  the  number  the  king  allowed, 
pay  for :  the  fortifications  and  even  the  governor's  houfe 
very  much  out  of  repair,  and,  in  a  word,  the  whole  go- 
vernment out  of  frame.  It  hath  been  represented  to  the  go- 
vernmenL  in  England,  that  this  province  has  been  a  noted 
receptacle  of  pirates,  and  the  trade  of  it  under  no  reftricfti- 
on,  but  the  ad:s  of  trade  violated  by  the  negjeil  and  con- 
nivance of  thofe,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  have  prevented  it.** 

After  this  introduction,  he  puts  them  in  mind  that  the 
revenue  was  near  expiring.  "  It  would  be  hard,  fays  he, 
if  I  that  come  among  you  with  an  honeft  mind,  and  a  refo*- 
lu'-ion  ro  be  juft  to  your  intereft,  fliould  meet  with  greater 
difficulties,  in  the  difcharge  of  his  majefty's  fervice,  than 
thofe  that  have  gone  before  me.  I  will  take  care  there  fhall 
be  no  mifapplication  of  the  public  money.  I  will  pocket  none 
of  it  myfelf,  nor  fhall  there  be  any  embezzlement  by 
othei-s  i  but  exad:  accounts  fhall  be  given  you,  when,  and 
ad  often  as  you  fhall  require." 

it  was  cuitomary  with  Fletcher,  to  be  prefent  in  the 
field,  to  influence  eledlions  ;  and  as  the  aflembly  confifted, 
at  this  time,  of  but  nineteen  members,  they  w  ere  tOo  eafi- 
ly  influenced  to  ferve  the  private  ends  of  a  fadlion.  For  that 
rearv>n,  his  lordfhip  was  warm  in  a  fcheme  of  increafing 
tlieir  number,  at  prefent,  to  thirty,  and  fo,  in  proportion, 
as  the  colony  became  more  populous ;  and  hence  we  find 
the  following  claufe  in  his  fpeech.  "  You  cannot  but  know, 
what  cbufes  have  been  formerly  in  eledtions  of  members,  to 
ferve  in  the  general  aiTembly,  which  tends  to  the  fubverfion 
of  your  liberties.  I  do  therefore  recommend  the  making  of 
a  law  to  provide  againft  it." 

The  houfe,  though  unanimous  in  a  hearty  addrefs  of 
thanlcs  to  the  governor  for  his  fpeech,  could  fcarce  agree 
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upon  any  thing  elfe.  It  was  not  till  the  beginning  of  June, 
before  they  had  finiftied  the  controverfies  relating  to  tha 
late  turbulent  eletftions  ;  and  even  then  hx  members  feceded 
f'rom  the  houfe,  which  obliged  his  excellency  to  difiblvethe 
ailembly  on  the  1 4th  of  June,  1698.  About  the  fame  time, 
the  governor  difmilled  two  of  the  council  ;  Pinhorne,  for 
difrelped:ful  words  of  the  king,  and  Brook,  the  receiver- 
general,  who  was  alfo  turned  out  of  that  office,  as  well  a» 
removed  from  his  place  on  the  bench. 

In  July,  the  difputes  with  the  French,  concerning  the  ex- 
changing of  prifoners,  obliged  his  excellency  to  go  up  to 
Albany.  When  the  earl  fen t  the  account  of  the  conclufion 
of  the  peace  to  the  governor  of  Canada,  all  the  French  pri- 
foners, in  our  cuftody,  were  reftrored,  and  as  to  thofe  among 
the  Indians,  he  promifed  to  order  them  to  be  fafely  elcort- 
ed  to  Montreal.  His  lordfliip  then  added,  "  I  doubt  not, 
fir,  that  you,  on  your  part,  will  alfo  iflrie  aw  order  to  re- 
lieve the  fubjeAs  of  the  king,  captivated  during  the  war> 
whether  chriilians  or  Indians." 

The  count,  fearful  of  being  drawn  into  an  implicit  ac- 
knowledgment, that  the  five  nations  were  fubjeCt  to  the 
En|rlifh  crown,  demanded  the  French  prifoners,  among  the 
Indians,  to  be  brought  to  Montreal  ;  threatening,  at  the 
iame  time,  to  continue  the  war  againft  the  confederates,  if 
they  did  not  comply  with  his  requeft.  After  the  earl's  in- 
terview with  them,  he  wrote  a  Second  letter  *  to  the  count, 
informing  him  that  they  had  importunately  begged  to  con- 
tinue under  the  protecftion  of  rhe  Englifii  crown,  profefiing 
an  inviolable  fubjec^tion  and  fidelity  tohismajefty  ;  and  that 
the  five  nations  were  always  confidered  as  fubjeclis,  which, 
fays  his  lordfiiip,  *^  can  be  manifefted  to  all  the  world  by 
authentic  an<l  folid  proofs."  His  lordfiiip  added,  that  he 
would  not  (ufiVr  them  to  be  infidted,  and  threatened  to  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  England  upon  the  miflionaries,  if  they  con- 
tinued any  longer  in  the  five  cantons.  A  refolwte  fpirit  riinS 
through  the  whole  letter,  which  concludes  inthefe  words  : 
if  it  is  neceflary,  I  will  arm  every  man  in  the  provinces, 
under  my  government,  to  oppofe  you  ;  and  redrefs  the  in- 
jury that  you  may  perpetrate  againft  our  Indians."  The 


*  Charlevoix  has  publifiied  both  thefe  letters,  at  large, 
together  with  count  Frontenac's  anfwer.  I  have  had  no  op- 
portunity of  enquiring  into  the  jefait's  integrity,  inthefe 
tranfcripts,  being  unable  to  find  his  lordiihip's  letters  in  thd 
fecretary's  office.  P 
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cotmt,  in  his  anfwer,  propofed  to  refer  the  difjpute  to  tlie> 
cominiiTades,  to  he  appoiiited  ^iccording  to  the  treaty  of 
Ryfwick  \  ;  but  the  earl  continued  the  claim,  infilling  that 
the  French  prifoners  fhoidd  be  delivered  np  at  Albnhy. 

The  French  count  dying  while  this  matter  was  contro-» 
Verted,  monfieur  de  Callieres,  his  fucceilbr,  lent  amb^fla- 
dors,  the  next  year,  to  Onondaga,  there  to  regulate  the 
exchange  of  prifoners,  which  was  accomplifhed  without 
the  earl's  conient  ;  and  thus  the  important  paint,  in  dil- 
jrate,  remained  un'etrled.  The  jefuit  Bruyas,  who  was  up- 
ofn  this  embailage,  offered  to  live  at  Onondaga ;  hut  the 
Indians  refafedhis  belt,  faying  that  Corlear,  or  the  gover- 
nor of  N€*w- York,,  had  already  offered  them  minillers  for 
their  inftrnd;ion. 

Great  alte  'ations'were  made  in  council,  at  his  excellency** 
return  from  Albany.  Bayard,  MienvicUe,  Willet,  Townly, 
and  Lawrence',  were  all  fufpended  on  the  2Sth  of  Septem- 
her  ;  and  colonel  Abraham  Depeyfter,  Robert  Livingfton, 
and  Samuel  Staats,  called  to  that  board.  The  next  day,  Fre- 
derick Philipie  refigned  his  feat,  and  Rober^  Walters  was 
fwom  in  his  ftead. 

The  new  allembly,  of  which  James  Graham  was  chofert 
/peaker,  met  in  the  fpring.  His  excellency  fpoke  to  them 
on  the  lift  of  March,  1699. 

■  As  the  late  afl-s-nbly  was  principally  compofed  of  Ainti- 
Leiil-eiians,  lb  this  con  iilted,  almoft  entirely,  of  the  oppolit6 
party.  The  elections  were  attended  with  great  outrage  and 
tumult,  and  many  applications  made,  relating  to  the  re- 
turns ;  but  as  Abraham  Governenr,  who  had  been  fecretary 
to  Leifier,  got  returned  for  Orange  coimty,  and  was  vcry*^ 
acftive  in  the  houfe*,  all  the  petitions  were  rejeel:ed  with, 
out  ceremony. 

Among  the  principal  a<5?:s,  pafled  at  this  feffion,  thcf6 
was  one  for  inde  nnifying  thofe  who  were  excepted  out  of 
the  general  pardon  in  1691  ;  another  againft  pirates  ;  one 
for  the  lettlement  of  Milborne's  eftate  ;  and  another  t6 
raife  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  as  a  prefent  to  his  lordfhip, 
and  five  hundred  pounds  for  the  lieutenant-governor,  his 


f  The  connt  mifunderflood  the  treaty..  Noprovilion  was 
made  by  it  for  commiHarles  to  fettle  the  limits  between  the 
Englifh  and  French  polfeihons,  but  only  to  examine  and  de- 
termine the  controverted  rights  and  pretenfions  to  Hudfon's 
Bay. 

*  Mr.  Govern eur  married  Milborne's  widow. 
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kiiifittan.  Befides  which,  the  revenue  was  conrinued  for  fi^ 
ye^i'S  longer.  A  ncceiiiii  y  law  was  alfo  made  for  the  regu- 
lation of  ele<rtioiis,  cojitaijiin^  the  fubitance  t>f  the 
Engliili  Itatutes  ©f  8  Hen.  VI.  chap.  VII.  and  the  7  and  8 
Will.  III. 

This  aflembly  took,  alfo,  into  confideration  fundry  ex^ 
travagant  grants  of  lar^,  which  cclonel  Fletcher  had  made 
to  feveral  of  his  favourites.  Among  thefe,  two  grants  to 
Deliius,  the  Dutch  luiniiter,  and  one  to  Nicholas  Eayard, 
were  the  molt  confiderabJe.  Deliius  was  one  of  tiie  comr 
miilioners  for  Indian  affairs,  and  had  fradiilcntJy  obtained 
the  Indian  deeds,  according  to  whicl^  the  patents  had  been 
granted.  One  of  the  gi  ants  included  all  the  lands  wiihiii 
twelve  miles  on  the  eaitfide  of  J-Indlbn's  river,  and  ej:tciid-» 
ed  tv/enty  miles  in  length,  from  the  north  bounds  of  tc^- 
raghtoga.  Th^  fecon4  patent,  which  was  graiiLed  to  liim  in 
company  with  Pinhorne,  Banckcr,  and  otiicrs,  contained 
all  the  lands,  within  two  n^dles  on  each  lide  of  the  Mohawks 
r4vcr,  and  along  its  banks  .0  the  extent  of  filty  miles. 
Bavard's  grant  was  alio  for  lands  in  that  country,  and  very 
extravagant.  Lord  Bellamont,  who  jnlUy  thought  thele 
great  patents,  with  the  trifling  annual  relcrvaticn  of  a  lew 
fliins,  would  impede  the  fettjemcnt  of  the  country,  as  mcW 
as  alienate  the  alfe^^tions  of  our  Indian  allies,  wifely  prO' 
cured  Jrecommendatory  inftructions  fiom  the  lords  juftices, 
for  vacating  thofe  patents,  wliieh  was  now  regiilayly  ac» 
complilhed  by  a  law,  and.  Deliius  theieby  fufpend eel  from 
bis  miniltei  ial  fuinftion. 

The  earl  having  thus  parried  all  his  poijits  at  Newy 
York,  fet  out  for  tiofton  in  jnne,  where,,  after  he  had  let- 
tied  his  falary,  and  apprehended  the  pirate  i  idd,  he  re- 
turned here  again  in  the  fail. 

The  revenue  being  fettled  for  Cx  years,  his  lordfliip  had 
no  occaiion  to  meet  the  aflembly  till  the  fummer  ot  the  }  ear 
i  700,  and  then  indepd  little  elte  was  done,  than  to  pals  a  lew 
Jaws.  One  for  hanging  every  popjlh  piieit  that  ca^revclun- 
tarily  into  the  province,  which  was  cccahoned  by  the  gi  eat 
jiumber  of  French  jefuits,  who  were  continually  pja<5ufing 
Upon  our  Indians,  by  aiiotiier,  provifion  was  made  fqr  eiedt- 
iug  a  fort  in  the  country  of  the  Gnondagas  ;  but  as  lhisw?« 
repealed  a  few  months  after  the  king's  providing  for  that 
purpofe,  fo  the  former  continues,  as  it  forever  piighr,  in 
full  force  to  this  day. 

The  earl  was  a  man  of  art  r.nd  polite  n  anners,  and  being 
SI  »iprtal  ejiemy  to  tlie  Freacii,  .a&  Wipll  as  a  ipver  pf  iibmy^ 
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he  would  doubtlefs  have  been  of  confiderable  fervicc  to  the 
colony  ;  but  he  died  here  on  the  5th  of  March  m  1701, 
when  he  was  but  juft  become  acquainted  with  the  co- 
lony. 

The  earl  of  Bellamont's  deatn  was  the  fource  of  new 
troubles  ;  for  Nanfan,  the  lieutenant-governor,  being  then 
abfent  in  Barbadoes,  high  difputes  arofe  among  the  coun- 
fellors,  concerning  the  exercile  of  the  powers  of  govern- 
jnent.  Abraham  de  Peyfter,  Samuel  Staats,  Robert  Walters, 
and  Thomas  Weaver,  who  fided  with  the  party  that  ad- 
hered to  Leifler,  infilled  that  the  government  was  devolved 
upon  the  council,  who  had  a  right  to  avft  by  a  majority  of 
voices  :  but  colonel  Smith  contended  that  all  the  powers  of 
the  late  governor  were  devolved  upon  him,  as  prefident,  he 
being  the  eldeft  member  of  that  board.  Colonel  Schuyler 
and  Robert  Livingfton,  who  did  not  arrive  in  town  till  the 
Sift  of  March,  joined  mr.  Smith,  and  refufed  to  appear  at 
the  council-board,  till  near  the  middle  of  April.  The  aflem- 
bly,  which  was  convened  on  the  2d  of  that  month,  were 
in  equal  perplexity  ;  for  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day, 
waiting  the  iflue  of  this  rupture.  Both  parties  continuing 
inflexible,  thofe  mem^bers,  who  oppofed  colonel  Smith,  lent 
down  to  the  houfe  a  reprefentaiion  of  the  controverfy, 
afligning  a  number  of  reafons  for  the  fitting  of  the  aflem- 
bly,  which  the  houfe  took  mto  their  confideration,  and  on 
the  1 6th  of  Api-il  refolved,  that  the  execution  of  the  carl's 
commiflion  and  inllrudlions,  in  the  abfcnce  of  the  lieUte- 
r ant- governor,  was  the  right  of  the  council  by  majority 
of  vofceS;  and  not  of  any  fingle  member  of  that  board  ;  and 
this  was  afterwards  the  opinion  of  the  lords  of  trade.  The 
difputes,  neverthclefs,  continuing  in  the  council,  ftrenuoufiy 
fupported  by  mr.  Livingfton,  the  houfe,  on  the  19th  of 
April,  thought  proper  to  adjourn  themfelves  to  the  fii-ft 
Tuefday  in  Jime. 

In  this  interval,  on  the  19th  of  May,  John  Naufan,  the 
11c  atenant-o  ove"nor,  arrived,  and  fettled  the  controverfy, 
by  taking  upon  himfelf  the  lupreme  command. 

Upon  mr.  Nanfan's  arrival,  w  e  had  the  agreeable  news, 
that  the  king  had  given  two  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  for 
the  defence  of  Albany  and  Schenecflady,  as  well  as  five 
hundred  pounds  more  for  eretftinga  fort  in  the  country  of 
the  Onondagas.  And  not  long  after  an  ordinance  wasiifucd, 
agreeable  to  the  fpecial  direction  of  the  lords  of  trade,  for 
prec^ting  a  court  of  chancery,  to  fit  the  firft  Thurfday  in 

every  month.  By  this  ordinance  the  powers  of  the  char*r 
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eellor  were  vefted  in  the  governor  and  council,  or  arsy  tY,  o 
of  dint  board  :  commilKoils  Nvere  alfo  grunted,  appointing 
inafters,  clerlis,  and  a  regider  :  lb  ibai  this  court  v»as  com- 
pletely organized  on  the  2d  of  September,  i  701. 

Atwcod,  who  was  then  chiet  jui  ice  ot  the  fuprenie 
court,  was  uow  fwoin  of  the  coi  ncil.  Abraham  de  Fe)  lier, 
and  Robert  Walters  were  his  cifiiltants  on  the  bench  ;  and 
the  former  was  alfo  made  deputy  auditor-general,  under 
mr.  Blaithwair.  Sampson  i^hehon  >UoughLon  was  the 
attoi-ney  Lcneral,  and  came  into  that  ofHce  v,hen  Atwood 
took  his  feat  on  the  bench,  before  the  deceale  cf  lord  Bel- 
lamont.  Both  thefe  had  then  commillioriS  trom  Lngland. 
The  lieutenant-governor,  and  the  major  part  of  the  board 
of  council,  together  with  the  leveral  of^  cers  above  named, 
being  ftrongly  hi  the  intereil  of  th«  Leillerian  party,  it  was 
no:  a  little  iarpiifing,  that  mr.  Nanfiau  diliblvcd  the  iate 
aiiembly  on  the  ill  of  June  lalt. 

Great  were  the  ftruggle*?  at  the  enfuing  elec^dons,  which, 
how  ever,  generally  prevailed  in  favour  of  thole  who  joined 
Leiller  at  the  revolution  ;  and  hence,  when  the  rev/  aiiem- 
bly met  on  the  19th  of  Augult  1701,  Abiaham  L  overneur 
was  elected  for  their  fpeaker.  Butcbels  was  thouglu  hei  e- 
tofore  incapable  cf  bearing  the  charge  of  a  repreleniation  ; 
but  the  people  of  tjiat  county,  now  animated  by  the  heat  of 
the  times,  lent  Jacob  F^utlen  and  Adrian  Gairetlen  to  re- 
prcfent  them  in  aficmbly. 

Mr.  Kanfan,  in  his  Ipeech  to  the  houfe,  informs  them  of 
the  memorable  grant  made  to  the  crown,  on  the  19th  of 
Tuly,  by  the  live  nations,  of  a  vail  tra(ft  of  land,  to  pi  event: 
the  neceflity  of  their  fubmitting  to  the  Fiench  in  cafe  of  a 
war  ;  and  that  his  majefty  had  given  ont  of  his  exchequer 
two  thoiifand  five  hundred  pounds  Iteiling,  for  forts,  and 
eight  hundred  pounds  to  be  laid  out  in  prelenrs  to  the  In- 
dians ;  and  that  he  had  alio  lettled  a  lalary  of  three  hi.n- 
dred  pounds  on  a  chief  julUce,  and  one  hundied  and  fif  y 
pounds  on  the  attorney-general,  who  were  both  now  anived 
here. 

The  fire  of  contention,  which  had  lately  appeared  iii 
the  tumultuous  ele<ftions,  blazed  out  afrclli  in  the  houfe, 
Nicoll,  the  late  counfellor,  got  himfelf  elecfied  for  Suliblk, 
and  was  in  hopes  of  being  fea:ed  in  the  chair  :  but  Abraham 
Govenienr  wascholen  Ipeaker.  Several  members  contended, 
that  he,  being  an  alien,  was  ur  qualified  for  that  ftation, 
To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that  he  was  in  the  province  in  the 
year  i6Rq,  at  the  time  of  palling  an  :^ft  to  naruri?lize  all  the 
free  inhabitants,  profclling  the  chviftian  religion  ;  and  tlia| 


T  HE  H  I  S.  T  O  R  Y 


for  this  reafon,  the  fame  objevflion  againft  him  ha-i  been 
over-ruled  at  the  lalt  aileiiibiy.  In  itcurn  lo*  ciiis  attacK, 
Governeur  difpnted  Nicoii's  rjght  of  fiuiiigus  a  inembei  of 
that  houfe  ;  and  facceeded  in  a  refolve,  tnat  he  iiiid  nir. 
Wefiels,  who  had  been  rt;turned  tor  Albany,  weie  boih  un- 
qualified according  to  the  la.e  act,  they  ueing  nciiher  of 
tiiera  refidents  in  the  relpective  coiaitiea  lor  v.  iijcii  they 
■VN'cre  clicfen.  This  occaiioned  an  imprudent  tecefiion  of 
feven  members,  who  had  joined  tne  mtereit  of  nii  .  Nico'il ; 
which  gave  their  advei  lanes  an  oppcriunity  to  expel  them, 
and  inrrcduce  others  in  cheir  ilead. 

•  Among  the  firlt  oppofers  of  captain  Leifler,  none  was 
more  confide rable  than  mr.  Livingfton,  The  meafures  of 
the  convention  at  Albany  were  very  much  directed  by  his 
advice;  and  he  \vas  peculiarly  obnoxious  to  his  adveriaries, 
becaufe  he  was  a  man  of  fenfe  and  refolution,  tvvo  cjualitiT 
cations  rarely  to  be  found  uni:ed  in  one  perfbn  at  ihatday. 
Mr.  Livingllon's  intimacy  with  the  late  earl,  had,  till  this 
time,  been  his  defence,  againll  the  rage  of  the  party  which 
he  had  forrneily  oppofed  :  but  as  that  lord  A\as  now  dead, 
and  mr.  LivingHon  s  conduct  in  council,  in  favour  of  colonel 
Sjnith,  had  given  frefn  provocaiion  to  his  enemies,  they 
were  fully  bent  upon  his  dellruction.  It  was  in  execution  of 
this  fcheme,  that  as  fbon  as  tlie  difputed  elections  were 
over,  the  iioufe  proceeded  to  examine  the  ftaie  of  the  pub- 
lic accounts,  which  ihey  partly  began  at  the  late  aflcmbly. 

The  pretence  was,  thct  he  refufed  to  account  for  the 
public  monies,  he  had  formerly  received  out  of  theexcile  ; 
upon  which,  a  commit'cee  of  boih  houfes  adyifed  the  paffing 
a  biii  to  confiibate  his  eiVate,  unlefs  he  agreed  to  account  by 
a  certain  day.  But  iudead  of  this,  an  act  was  af  erward^ 
palled  to  oblige  him  to  account  for  a  fum  amounting  tp 
near  eii^hteen  thoufand  pounds.  While  this  matter  was 
tranfacUng,  a  new  complaint  was  forged,  and  he  was  fum? 
moned  before  another  committee  of  both  houfes,  relating 
to  his  procuring  the  five  na*:ions  to  lignify  tiieir  deiire  that 
he  Ihcald  be  f^^nt  home  to  folicit  their  affairs.  The  crimi- 
nality of  this  charge  can  feen  only  through  the  partial 
optics,  with  which  his  enemies  then  Icanned  his  behaviour. 
Befides,  there  was  no  evidence  to  fupport  it,  and  therefore 
die  committee  required  him  to  purge  himfelf  by  his  own 
oath.  Mr.  Livingilon,  who  was  better  acquainted  with 
Englill^  law  and  liberty,  than  to  countenance  a  practice  fo 
odious,  rejected  the  infoleiit  demand  with  dildam  ;  upon 
which  the  houfe,  by  advice  of  the  committee,  addrplled 
Ihc  Ueuteu&at-governor,  to  pray  hj*  majefty  to  reinqvc 
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him  From  his  ofHce  of  fecreta^  of  Indian  ailrirs,  and  th^ 
the  gov  ernor  ,  in  the  n;ean  time,  wo  aid  fufpend  h'lin  from 
the  exercil'e  oi^"  his  commiflion*. 

It  was  at  this  favourable  conjun(5lure,  that  Jacob  Leifler's 
petition  to  the  king;  and  his  iiiajelty's  btier  to  the  late  esrl 
of  i^ella-iiont,  weic  laid  before  the  aflembly.  Leifier,  dii- 
plcaied  wl^h  the  repo  r  of  the  lords  of  trade,  that  his  fa- 
ther and  hishrorher  Milborne  hadfuiTcrcd  according  to  law, 
laid  his  cale  before  the  parliament,  and  obtained  an  ad:  to 
reveife  the  attainder.  Afrer  v/hich,  he  applied  to  tiie  king, 
complainir.g  that  his  father  had  clifbnrfed  about  four  thou- 
faiid  pounds,  in  purcha(mg  arriis,  and  forwarding  the  re- 
volution ;  in  confequence  of  which  lie  procured  the  folloAVJ 
ing  letter  to  lord  Bellamont,  daLed  at  Whitehall  the  6th. 
Af  February  ffi|. 

"  My  Lord, 

THE  king  bein'^  moved  upon  the  petition  of  mr.  Ja« 
cob  Leiller,  and  h  ving  a  gracious  fcnfe  of  his  father's  fer- 
vices  and  fuffenngs,  and  the  ill  circumftances  the  petitioner 
is  thereby  reduced  to,  his  majefly  is  pleafed  to  direct,  that 
the  fame  be  tranfmitted  to  your  lordlhip,  and  that  you  re- 
CO  'Mnend  his  cafe  to  the  general  ailLmbly  of  New-York, 
b^ing  the  only  place,  where  he  can  be  relieved,  and  tlw 
prayer  of  iiis  ped  ion  ccmj^lied  with.  I  am, 
My  lord,  your  loi  dfiiip's 
**  Molt  obedient  and  humble  fervant, 

Jersey.** 

As  foon  as  this  letter  and  the  petition  \vere  brought  into 
the  hoafe,  a  ihoufimd  pounds  w  e-e  ordered  to  be  levied  for 
the  benefit  of  mr.  Leilier,  as  well  as  fcveral  fums  for  other 
perfons,  by  a  bill  for  paying  the  debts  of  the  government  ; 
^vhich,  ne\^e-tiielefs,  did  not  pafs  into  a  law,  till  the  next 
leffions.  Eve'  y  thing  that  was  done  at  this  meetinf^  of  the 
aflembly,  which  condnued  till  the  iSth  of  October,  was  un- 
der the  inlluence  of  a  party  fpiiit  ;  and  nothing  can  be  a  ful- 
ler evidence  of  it,  than  an  incorrect,  impertinent  addrefs 
to  his  majefty.  which  was  drawn  v.p  by  the  houfe,  at  the 
clofe  of  the  feffion,  and  fic!:ned  by  fourteen  oFthe  members. 
It  contams  a  tedious  narrative  of  their  proceedmgs,  relating 


*  Mr.  Livingfton's  reafon  for  not  c^cconnting  was  rmly 
tinanfwcr*able  ;  his  books  and  vouchers  we^e  taJ^en  intb 
the  hands  of  the  govermnen-:,  and  detained  from  him. 
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to  the  rlifpatecl  Ciccftions,  and  concludes  wkh  a  little  iiicenfc'^ 
to  regale  fome  of  the  then  principal  agents  in  the  public 
airaiis,  in  the(e  words  : 

"  This  neceiiary  account  of  our  (elves  and  our  unhappy 
divifions,  waich  we  hope  the  moderation  of  our  lieutenant- 
governor,  the  wifdoni  ami  prudence  of  William  Atwood, 
efq.  o  n- chief  juitice,  and  Thomas  W^'caver,  efq.  your  ma- 
jeity's  collector  aiid  receiver-general,  might  have  iiealed, 
we  iay  before  your  majefty  wiih  all  humility,  and  deep 
A-'ifi  of  yoar  maieliy's  goodnefs  to  us,  lately  exprefled  in 
fending  over  fo  excellent  a  peifon  to  be  oar  chief  jiillicc.'* 

The  news  of  che  /king's  iiaving  appointed  lord  Cornbury 
to  fjcceed  the  earl  of  bellamont,  fo  ilrongly  aiiiniated  the 
hopes  of  the  Anti-Leiiieiiaii  party,  that  about  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  1 702,  Nicholas  Bayard  promoted  fe- 
ve.'al  addredes  to  che  t^ing,  the  parliament,  and  lord  Corn- 
bu.y,  whi^h  were  i^dbfci  ibed  at  a  tavern  kept  by  one  Hutch- 
ins,  an  aldermari  of  the  city  of  New-York.  In  that  to  his 
majeicy,  they  aTare  him,     That  the  late  difrerences  were 
not  grounded  on  a  regard  to  his  interell,  but  the  corrupt: 
deiigns  of  thoie,  who  laid  hold  on  an  opportunity  to  eu' 
rich  themfelves  by  the  fpoils  of  their  neighbours."  The 
P'^tition  to  the  parliame^it  fays,  that  Leilier  and  his  ad- 
herents gained  the  fo:t  at  the  revolution  without  any  op- 
poiidon  ;   that  he  opprellbd  and  imprifoned  the  people 
wi*:hout  caufe,  plundered  them  of  their  goods,  and  com- 
p: -led  them  to  dee  their  country,  though  they  were  well 
a-fsif^ied  to  the  prince  of  Orange.  That  the  earl  of  Bella- 
mont appointed  indigent  Iheriffs,  who  returned  fiich  mem- 
bers to  the  aifembly  as  were  unduly  elecfted,  and  in  his 
lordihlp's  efheem.    That  he  fdfpended  many  from  the 
board  of  council,  who  were  faichfal  fervants  to  the  crown, 
introducing  his  own  tools  in  their  ftead.  Nay  tliey  denied 
the  authority  of  the  late  adembly,  and  added,  tiiat  the 
ho  jf^  had  bribed  both  the  lieutenant-governor  and  the 
chief  jaftice  ;  the  one  to  pafs  their  bills^  and  the  other  to 
defend  the  legality  of  their  proceedings.  A  third  addrefs 
was  p -eparecl,  to  be  prefentcd  to  lord  Cornbury,  to  congra- 
tulate his  arrival,  as  well  to  prepoficfs  him  in  their  favour, 
as  to  prejudice  himagalnft  rlie  oppofite  party. 

Nothing  could  have  a  more  natural  tendency  to  excite  the 
wrath  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  and  the  revenge  of  the 
council  and  aOembly,  than  the  rePiexions  contained  in  thofc 
feveral  addrciles.Narifanhad  no  fooner  received  intelligence 
of  them^  than  he  fuminoned  Hutchhis  to  deliver  thcai  up  te 
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him,  and  upon  his  refufal  committed  him  to  jail,  on 
the  19th  of  January.  The  next  day  Nicholas  Bayard, 
Rip  Van  Dam,  Pliilip  French,  and  Thomas  Wenham,  hot 
with  party  zeal,  fent  an  impiiident  addrefs  to  the  lieute- 
nant-governor, boldly  jaftifying  the  legality  of  the  ad- 
drefs, and  demanding  his  difcharge  out  of  cullody.  I  have 
before  taken  notice,  that  upon  Sloughter's  arrival  in  1691, 
an  acft  was  pafled,  to  recognize  the  right  of  king  William 
and  queen  Mary  to  the  fovereignty  of  this  province.  At  the 
end  of  that  law,  a  claufe  was  added  in  thefe  words,  That 
wha^foever  perfon  or  perfons  fhall  by  any  manner  of  ways, 
or  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever,  endeavour  by  force  of 
arms  or  othervvife,  to  difturb  the  peace,  good,  and  quiet  of 
their  niajefties'  government,  as  it  is  now  eftabliftied,  lhall  be 
deemed  and  ellcemed  as  rebels  and  traitors  unto  their 
majefties,  and  incur  the  pains,  penalties,  and  forfeitures, 
as  the  laws  of  England  have  for  fuch  offences  made^d  pro- 
vided." Under  pretext  of  this  law,  which  Bayard  himfelf 
had  been  perfonally  concerned  in  enatfting,  mr.  Nanfan  if- 
fued  a  warrant  for  committing  him  to  jail  ai  a  traitor,  on 
the  21  ft  of  January  ;  and  lelt  the  mob  Ihould  interpole,  a 
company  of  foldiers  for  a  week  after,  conllantly  guarded 
the  prifon. 

Through  the  uncertainty  of  the  time  of  lord.  Cornbury's 
arrival,  mr.  Nanfan  chofe  to  biingthe  prifoner  to  his  trial, 
as  foon  as  poffible  ;  and  for  thatpu:  pofe  iilued  a  commiliion 
of  oyer  and  terminer,  on  the  I2tli  of  February,  to  William 
Atwood,  the  chief  juilice,  and  Abraham  De  Peyfter  and 
Robert  Walters,  who  were  tlie  puifne  judges  of  the  fu- 
preme  court  ;  and  not  long  after  Bayard  was  arraigned, 
indid:ed,  tried,  and  convicted  of  high  trealbn.  Several 
reafbnswere  afterwards  offered  in  arreft  of  judgment  ;  but 
as  the  prifoner  was  unfortunately  in  the  hands  of  an 
enraged  party,  Atwood  over-ruled  what  was  offered, 
and  conderaned  him  to  death  on  the  i6tli  of  March.  As  the 
procefs  of  his  trial  has  been  long  fmcc  printed  in  the  ftate 
trials  at  large,  I  leave  the  reader  to  his  o^vn  remarks  upon 
the  condutft  of  the  judges,  who  are  generally  accufed  of  par- 
tiality. 

Bayard  applied  to  mr.  Nanfan  for  a  reprieve,  till  his 
majefly's  pieafure  might  be  kno^^Tl  ;  and  obtained  it,  not 
without  great  diiliculry,  nor  till  after  a  feeming  confeffion. 
of  guilt  was  extorted.  Hutchins,  who  was  alfo  convid^ed, 
was  bailed  upon  the  payment  of  forty -^pieces  of  eight  to 
the  fherifi^':  but  Bayard,  wno  refufed  to  procure  him  the 
gift  of  a  farm,  of  about  nfieen  hundred  pounds  value,  was 
'   Hot  releafed  from  hi  i confinement,  till  after  the  arrival  of 
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lord  Cornbiiry,  who  not  only  gave  liis  confent  to  an  adl  for 
revei  fmg  the  late  attainders,  but  procured  the  queen's  con* 
firmation  of  it,  upon  their  giving  fecurity,  according  to  the 
advice  of  fir  Edward  Northey,  not  to  bring  any  fuits  againit 
thofe  who  were  concerned  in  their  profecution  ;  which  the 
attorney-general  thought  proper^  as  the  adl  ordained  all 
the  proceedings  to  be  obliterated. 

After  thefe  trials,  Nanfan  erected  a  court  of  exchequer, 
and  again  convened,  the  afienibly,  who  thanked  him  for  his 
late  meafures,  and  palled  an  art  to  out-law  Philip  French, 
and  Thomas  Wenham,  who  abfconded  upon  Bayard's  com- 
mitment ;  another  to  augment  the  number  of  reprefenta- 
tives,  and  feveral  others,  which  were,  all  but  one,  after- 
wards repealed  by  queen  Anne.  During  this  feffion,  lord 
Conibury  being  daily  expected,  the  lieutenant-governor 
fufpended  mr.  Livingfton  from  liis  feat  in  council,  and  thus 
continued  to  abet  Leifler's  party,  to  the  end  of  his  admini- 
ft  ration. 

Lord  Cornhury's  arrival  quite  opened  a  new  fcene.  His 
fatiier,  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  adhered  to  the  caufe  of  the 
late  abdicated  king,  and  always  refufed  the  oaths  both  to 
king  William  and  queen  Anne.  But  the  fon  i ^commended 
liimfelf  at  the  revolution,  by  appearing  very  early  for  the 
pritice  of  Orange,  being  one  of  tlie  iirft  officers  that  defert- 
cd  king  James's  army.  King  William,  in  gratitude  for  his 
fervices,  gave  him  a  commiffion  for  this  government,  which, 
upon  the  death  of  the  king,  was  renewed  by  queen  Anne, 
T\  ho  at  the  fame  time,  appointed  him  to  the  chief  command 
of  New-Jerjey,  the  government  of  which  the  proprietors 
Lad  lately  furrendered  into  her  hands.  As  lord  Cornbury 
came  to  this  province,  in  very  indigent  circumftances,  hunt- 
ed oat  of  England  by  a  hoil  of  hungry  creditors,  he  was 
bent  upon  getting  as  much  money,  as  he  could  fqueeze  out 
of  the  purlcs  of  an  impoveriflied  people.  His  talents  were, 
perhaps,  not  fuperior  to  the  moft  inconfiderable  of  his 
predeceflbrs  ;  but  in  his  zeal  for  the  church  he  was  furpafied 
by  none.  W^ith  thefe  bright  qualifications  he  began  his  ad- 
minifrration  on  the  3d  of  May,  1702,  allilled  by  a  council 
confifling  of  the  following  members  : 

WilliamAtwoad,  Thomas  Weaver, 

William  Smith,  Sampfon  Shelton  Broughton, 

Peter  Schuyler,  Wolfgang  William  Romar, 

Abraham  cle  Peyfter,  William  I.awrence, 
Samuel  Staats,  Gerard  us  Beekman, 

Robert  Walters,  Rip  Van  Dam. 

His  lordllilp,  without  the  leall  dilguife,  efpoufing  the 
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Anti-Lciflerian  faclioii,  Atr.oocl,  the  chief  ji  ^icc,  and 
Weaver,  who  acted  in  e|uality  of  folicitor-gcnei  al,  thought 
proper  to  retire  from  his  frowns  to  \^irginia,  whence  they 
failed  to  England  :  the  former  concealing  himfelf  under  the 
name  of  Jones,  while  tlic  latter  called  himlelf  Jackfon. 
Golonel  Heathcote  and  do(5tor  Bridges  fuccccded  in  iheir 
places  at  the  council  board. 

The  following  fmnmer  was  remarkable  for  an  uncommon 
mortality,  which  prevailed  in  the  city  of  New- York,  and 
makes  a  grand  epoch  among  our  inhabitants,  diftinguilhed 
by  the  lime  of  the  great  hckncfs'^."  On  this  occalion  lord 
Cornbury  had  his  refidence  and  court  at  Jamaica,  a  plea- 
fant  villaore  on  Lonsi-lfland,  dillant  about  twelve  miles  tVcm 
the  city. 

The  inhabitants  of  Jamaica  confiftcd,  at  that  time,  partly 
of  onginal  Dutch  planters,  but  mollly  of  New-Kngland 
emigrants,  encoiuagcd  to  fettle  there,  after  the  furrender, 
by  the  duke  of  York's  conditions  for  plantations,  cue  of 
which  was  in  thefe  v.ords :  "That  every  tow  nfhip  Hiould 
be  obliged  to  pay  their  own  miniilers,  according  to  fuch 
agi-eements  as  they  fliould  make  with  him  ;  the  minifter 
being  eletfted  by  the  major  part  of  the  houfeholders  and  in- 
habitants of  the  town."  Thele  people  had  ere(5ted  an  edi- 
fice for  the  worfliip  of  God,  and  enjoyed  a  handfome  dona- 
tion of  a  parfonage-houfe  and  glebe,  for  the  ufe  of  tl^eir  mi- 
nifter. After  the  miniftr}^  act  was  paflcd,  by  colonel  Flerclier, 
in  1693,  afew  cpilcopalians  crept  into  the  town,  and  view- 
ed the  preibyterian  church  with  a  jealous  eye.  The  town 
vote,  in  virtue  of  w  hich  the  building  had  been  erecfted,  con- 
tained no  claufe  to  prevent  its  being  hereafter  engt  offed  by 
any  other  feci:.  The  epifcopal  party,  w  ho  knew  this,  form- 
'  ed  a  dehgn  of  £eizing  the  ediiice  for  themfelves,  w  hicli  they 
fhortly  after  carried  into  execution,  by  entering  the  churcli 
between  the  morning  and  evening  fervice,  while  the  prei- 
byterian minifter  and  his  congregation  were  in  perfect 
fecurity,  unlufpicious  of  the  zeal  of  their  advcrfai  ics,  and 
a  fraudulent  ejectment,  on  a  day  confccratcd  to  facred 
reft. 

Great  outrage  enfued  among  the  people  ;  for  the  conten- 
tion, being  pro  arts  &  focisy  was  animating  and  important. 
The  original  proprietors  of  the  houfe  tore  up  their  feats. 


*  The  fever  killed  almcft  every  patient  feized  with  it, 
and  was  brought  here  in  a  veflel  from  St.  Thomas  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  an  iflaiid  remarkable  for  contagious  diieafcs. 
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and  afterwards  got  the  key  and  the  pofleflion  of  the  churchy 
which  were  Ihortly  after  again  taken  from  them  by  forcc^ 
and  violence.  In  thefe  controverfies  the  governor  abetted 
tlie  epifcopal  zealots,  and  hari  afled  the  others  by  nnmberlels 
profecutions,  heavy  fines,  and  long  imprifonmencs  ;  thro* 
fear  of  which,  many,  who  had  been  active  in  the  difpute, 
fled  out  of  the  province.  Lord  Cornbury's  noble  defcent 
and  education  Ihould  have  prevented  him  from  taking  part 
in  fo  ignominious  a  quarrel  :  but  his  lordfhip's  fenfe  of  ho- 
nour and  juftice  was  as  weak  and  indelicate,  as  his  bigotiy 
was  rampant  and  uncontroulable  ;  and  hence  we  find  him 
guilty  of  an  adt  complicated  of  a  number  of  vices,  which  no 
man  could  have  perpetraced  without  violence  to  the  very 
flighteft  remains  of  generofity  and  juftice.  When  his  ex- 
cellency retired  to  Jamaica,  one  Hubbard,  the  prefbyterian 
minifVer,  lived  in  the  beft  lioufe  in  the  town.  His  lordfliip 
begged  the  loan  of  it  for  the  ufe  of  his  own  family ;  andthe 
clergyman  put  himfelf  to  no  fmall  inconvenience  to  fa- 
vour the  governor's  requeft  :  but  in  return  for  the  generous 
benefaiition,  his  lordfbip  perfidioufly  delivered  the  parfon- 
age-houfe  into  the  hands  of  the  epifcopal  party,  and  encou- 
raged one  Cardv.  el,  the  fheriff,  a  mean  fellow,  who  after- 
wards put  an  end  to  his  own  life,  to  feize  upon  the  glebe, 
which  he  furveyed  into  lt)ts,  and  farmed  for  the  benefit  of 
the  epifcopal  church.  Thefe  tyrannical  meafures  juftly  in- 
flamed the  indignation  of  the  injured  fufferers,  and  that 
again  the  more  embittered  his  lordfhip  againft  them.  They 
refented,  and  he  profecuted  :  nor  did  he  confine  his  pious 
racre  to  the  people  of  Jamaica.  He  detefted  all  who  were  of 
the  fame  denomination ;  nay,  averfe  to  every  feci  except 
Jiis  own,  he  inlifted  that  neither  the  minifters  nor  fchool- 
mafters  of  the  Dutch,  the  moft  numerous  perfuafionin  the 
province,  had  a  right  to  preach  or  inftrud;  without  his  gu- 
bernatorial licence  ;  and  fome  of  them  tamely  fubmitted  to 
his  authoritative  rule.  A  general  account  of  his  lordfliip's  (in- 
sular zeal,  is  preferved  under  the  title  of  the  Watoh  Towner, 
m  a  lumber  of  papers  publifhed  in  the  New-York  Weekly 
Mercury,  for  the  year  1755. 

While  his  excellency  was  exerting  his  bigoti'y,  during 
the  fummer  feafon,  at  Jamaica  ;  the  elections  were  carrying 
on,  with  great  heat,  for  an  aflembly,  which  met  him,  at 
that  village,  in  the  fall.  It  confifted  principally  of  the  party 
which  had  been  borne  down  by  the  earl  of  Bellamont  and 
his  kinfman  ;  and  hence  we  find  Philip  French,  who  had 
lately  been  out-lawed,  was  returned  a  reprefentative  for 
J^ew-York,  and  William  Nicoll  eleded  into  the  fpcaker's 
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^jhair.  vSeveral  extratfls  from  my  lord's  fpcechare  proper  to 
belaid  before  the  reader,  asafpecimen  of  his  temper  and 
defi^ns.  It  was  an  extreme  furprife  to  me  (fays  his  lord- 
ihip)  to  find  this  province,  at  my  landing  at  jSew-York,  in 
fucii  a  convulfion  as  mull  have  uiiavoidably  occalioned  its 
ruin,  if  it  had  been  fuifered  to  go  on  a  little  longer.  The 
many  complaints  that  were  brought  to  me,  again  ft  the  per- 
fons  I  found  here  in  power,  fufliciently  proved  againfttheni 
— and  the  iniferable  accounts  I  had  of  the  condition  cf  our 
frontiers — made  me  think  it  convenient  to  delay  my  meeting 
you  in  general  adembly,  till  I  could  inform  myfelf,  in  fomc 
meafure,  of  the  condition  of  this  province,  that  1  might  be 
able  to  OiFer  to  your  confideration,  fome  few  of  thofe  things, 
which  will  be  ncceflary  to  be  done  forthwith,  for  the  dcf 
fence  of  the  comitry." 

He  then  recommends  their  fortifying  the  port  of  Xew- 
York,  and  the  frontiers  ;  adding,  that  he  found  the  foldiers 
naked  and  unarmed  :  after  which  he  propofes  a  militia  bill, 
the  erec^tion  of  public  fchools,  and  an  examination  of  the 
provincial  debts  and  accounts  ;  and  not  only  proniifcs  to 
make  a  faithful  application  of  the  m.onies  to  be  raifed^ 
but  that  he  would  render  them  an  account.  The  whole 
fpeech  is  fweetened  Vv^ith  this  gracious  conclufion  :  Now, 
gentlemen,  I  have  no  more  to  trouble  you  with,  but  to  af- 
fure  you,  in  the  name  of  the  great  queen  of  England,  my 
miftrefs,  that  you  may  fafely  depend  upon  all  the  protec- 
tion that  good  and  faithful  fubjec^s  can  defire  or  exped:, 
from  a  fove reign  whofe  greatcft  delight  is  the  welfare 
of  her  people,  under  whole  auspicious  reign  we  are  iiire  to 
enjoy  what  no  nation  in  the  world  dares  claim  but  the  fub- 
jed:s  of  England  ;  I  mean,  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  beft 
religion  in  the  world,  the  full  pofleflion  of  all  lawful  liber- 
ty, and  the  undifturbed  enjoyment  of  our  freeholds  and 
properties.  Thefe  are  fome  of  the  many  benefits  which  I 
take  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  to  be  well  entitled  to 
by  the  laws  of  England  ;  and  I  am  glad  of  this  opportunity 
to  afliire  you,  that  as  long  as  I  have  the  honour  to  ferve  the 
queen  in  the  government  of  this  province,  thofe  laws  {hall 
be  put  in  execution,  according  to  the  intent  with  which 
they  were  made  ;  that  is,  for  the  prefervation  and  protedi- 
on  of  the  people,  and  not  for  their  oppreffion.  I  heartily  re- 
joice to  fee,  that  the  free  choice  of  the  people  has  fallen 
upon  gentlemen,  whofe  conftant  fidelity  to  the  croMTi,  an4 
unwearied  application  to  the  good  of  their  countay,  is  fft 
univerfally  known," 
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The  houfe  echoed  back  an  adclrefs  of  high  compliment  to 
his  lordlhip,  declaring,  "  That  being  deeply  fenfible  of  the 
inifeiy  and  calamity  the  country  lay  under  at  his  arrival, 
they  were  not  fufficieiitly  able  to  exprels  the  fatisfadlioii 
they  had,  both  in  their  relief  and  their  deliverer." 

Well  pleafed  with  a  governor  who  headed  their  party, 
the  afiembly  granted  him  all  his  requells  ;  eighteen  hun- 
dred pounds  were  raifed  for  the  fupport  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  men,  to  defend  the  frontiers,  befides  two  thou- 
fand  pomids  more,  as  a  pi  efent,  towards  defraying  the  ex- 
J^enfes  of  his  voyage.  The  queen,  by  her  letter  of  the  2Ctli 
of  April,  in  the  next  year,  forbid  any  fach  donations  for 
the  future.  It  is  obiervable,  that  though  the  county  of 
Duchefs  had  no  reprefentatives  at  this  ailembly,  yet  fuch 
was  then  the  known  indigence  of  that  now  populous  and 
flourifliing  county,  that  but  eighteen  pounds  were  appor-^ 
tioned  for  their  quota  of  thefe  levies. 

Befides  the  a<5ls  above-mentioned,  the  houfc  brought  up  a 
militia  bill,  and  continued  the  revenue  to  the  iftof  May, 
1709  ;  and  a  law  pafied  to  ellablifh  a  gramnia»--fchool,  ac- 
cording to  hislordihip's  recommendation.  Befides  the  great 
harmony  that  fubfifted  between  the  governor  and  his  af- 
fembly,  there  vvas  nothing  remarkable,  except  two  re- 
folves  againft  the  court  of  chancery  erecfled  by  mr.  Nanfan, 
occafioned  by  a  petition  of  feveral  difappointed  fuitors, 
who  were  di^leafed  with  a  decree.  The  refolutions  were  in 
thefe  words  :  "  That  the  fetting  up  a  court  of  equity  in 
this  colony,  without  confent  of  general  afl'embly,  is  an  in- 
novation >vithout  any  former  precedent,  inconvenient  and 
contrary  to  the  Engliih  law."  And  again;  That  the 
court  of  chancery,  as  lately  ereAed,  and  managed  here, 
was  and  is  unwarrantable,  a  great  bppreffion  to  the  fubjec!:, 
of  pernicious  example  and  confequence  ;  that  all  proceed- 
ings, orders,  and  decrees  in  the  fame,  are,  and  of  right 
ought  to  be,  declared  null  and  void  ;  and  that  a  bill  be 
"brought  in,  according  to  thefe  two  refolutions,"  which  was 
done  :  but  though  his  lorcifhip  was  by  no  means  difinclined 
to  fix  contempt  on  Nanfan's  adminiftration,  yet,  as  this  bill 
would  diminifh  his  own  power,  himfelf  being  the  chancel- 
lor, the  matter  was  never  moved  farther,  than  to  the 
order  for  the  engroflinent  of  the  bill  upon  the  fecond 
reading. 

Though  a  war  was  proclaimed  by  England  on  the  4th  of 
May,  1702,  againft  France  and  Spain,  yet  as  the  five  nations 
liad  entered  into  a  treaty  of  neutrality  with  the  French 
in  Canada,  this  province,  inftead  of  being  harrailed  on  its 
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borders  by  the  enemy,  canied  on  a  trade  very  advantage- 
ous to  all  thofe  who  were  concerned  m  it.  The  governor, 
however,  continued  his  folicitations  for  n:oney,  v.  ith  unre- 
mitted importunity,  and  by  alarming  the  aflembly,  which 
met  in  April  1703,  with  his  expec'tation  of  an  attack  by  lea, 
fifteen  hundred  pounds  were  raifed,  luider  pretence  of 
erecting  two  batteries  at  the  Narrows,  which,  inftead  of 
being  employed  for  that  ufe,  his  lordfliip,  notwithftanding 
the  province  had  expended  twenty,  two  thoufand  pounds 
during  the  late  peace,  was  pleafedto  appropriate  to  his  pri- 
vate advantage.  But  let  us  do  him  the  jullice  to  confefs, 
that  while  he  was  robbing  the  public,  he  at  the  fame  time 
confented  to  feveral  other  laws  for  the  emolumerit  of  the 
clergy. 

Whether  it  was  owing  to  the  extraordinary  fagacity  of 
the  houfe,  or  their  prefumption  that  his  lordfhip  was  as  lit- 
tle to  be  trufted  as  any  of  his  predeceflbrs,  that,  after  votinw 
the  above  fumfor  the  batteries,  they  added,  that  it  fliould 
be  ^'  for  no  other  ufe  whatfoever,"  I  leave  the  reader  to 
determine.  It  is  certain  they  now  began  to  fee  the  danger 
of  throwing  the  public  money  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver- 
genei  al,  appointed  by  the  crown,  from  whence  the  gover- 
nor, by  his  warrants,  might  draw  it  at  his  pleafarc.  To 
this  caufc  we  mull  allign  it,  that  in  an  addrefs  to  his  lord- 
fliip, on  the  19th  o*^"  June,  1703,  they  dehre  and  iulifl:, 
that  fome  proper  and  fuificicnt  perfon  might  be  commif- 
fioned  treafurer,  for  the"  receiving  and  paying  fuch  monies 
now  intended  to  be  raifed  for  the  public  ufe,  as  a  ii^eans  to 
oMlrucl  mifapplicaticns  for  the  future."  Another  addrefs 
was  fent  home  to  the  queen,  complaining  of  the  iU  itatc 
of  the  revenue,  through  the  frauds  which  had  formerly 
been  committed,  the  better  to  facilitate  the  iir.porrant  de- 
fign  of  having  a  treafurer  dependent  on  the  allL'mbly.  The 
fuccefs  of  thefe  mcafures  will  appear  in  the  fecjucl. 

Tho'  our  frontiers  enjoyed  the  profoundeft  tranquillity 
all  the  next  winter,  and  we  had  expended  thirteen  hundred 
pounds,  infapporting  one  hundred  fiizileers  about  Albany, 
befides  the  four  independent  companies  in  the  pay  of  the 
crown,  yet  his  excellency  demanded  proviilons  for  cue  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  alieir.bly,  in 
April,  1704.  The  houfe  having  rcafon  to  fufpecT:,  that  the 
feveral  funis  of  eighteen  and  thirteen  hundred  pounds,  lately 
raifed  for  the  public  fervice,  had  been  prodigally  expend- 
ed or  embezzled,  prudently  declined  any  farther  aids,  till 
they  were  farisfied  that  no  mifapplication  had  been  made. 
For  tliis  purpofe  they  appomced  aconfinittec,  who  reported 
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that  there  \vas  a  balance  of  near  a  thoufand  pounds  due  to 
the  colony.  His  lordfliip,  who  had  hitherto  been  treated 
with  great  complaifance,  took  offence  at  this  parfimonious 
Icrutiny,  and  ordered  the  aflembly  to  attend  him  ;  when  af- 
ter the  example  of  Fletcher,  whom,  abating  that  man's  fu- 
perior  acftivity,  his  lordlhip  moftly  refembled,  he  made  an 
angiy  fpeech,  in  which  he  charges  them  with  iimovations 
never  attempted  by  their  predeceflbrs,  and  hopes  they  would 
not  force  him  to  exert  certain  powers"  velted  in  him  by 
the  queen.  But  what  he  more  particularly  took  notice  of, 
was  their  infifting  in  feveral  late  bills,  upon  the  title  of 

gene*  al  aflembly,"  and  a  faving  of  the  rights  of  the 
houfe,"  in  a  refolve  agreeing  to  an  amendment  for  prevent- 
ing delay ;  with  ref 3ec^  to  which,  his  lordfhip  has  thefc 
■^vords  :  M  know  of  no  right  that  you  have  as  an  afiembly, 
but  fuch  as  the  queen  is  pleafed  to  allow  you."  As  to  the 
Vote,  by  which  tliey  found  a  balance  due  to  the  colony,  of 
nine  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds,  fifteen  {hillings,  it  is 
true  (faj  s  his  lordfhip)  the  queen  is  pleafed  to  command  me 
in  lier  in'trudrions,  to  permit  the  aflembly,  fr^m  time  to 
time,  to  view  and  examine  the  accounts  of  money,  or  va- 
lue of  money,  difpofed  by  virtue  of  the  laws  made  by  thera  : 
but  you  can  in  no  wife  meddle  with  that  money  ;  but  if 
you  find  any  mifapplication  of  any  of  that  money,  you 
ou?>;ht  to  acquaint  me  with  it,  that  I  may  take  care  to  fee 
thofemiftakes  recftified,  which  I  fliall  certainly  do." 

The  houfe  bore  thefe  rebukes  with  the  utmolt  paflivenefs, 
cc:  .tenting  themfelves  with  little  elfe  than  a  general  com- 
plaint of  the  deficiency  of  the  revenue,  which  became  the 
fubied:  of  their  particular  confideration  in  the  fall.  The 
governor,  on  the  one  hand,  then  propofed  an  additional 
duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  certain  goods,  not  immediately  im- 
ported from  Europe,  to  which  the  aflembly,  on  the  other, 
were  utterly  aveife,  and  as  foon  as  they  refLlved  againft  it, 
the  \ery  printer,  clerk,  and  door-keeper,  were  denied  the 
payRient  of  their  falaries.  Several  other  demands  being 
made  for  the  public  debts,  the  houfe  refolved  to  addrefs  his 
lordfliip  for  an  exacft  account  of  the  revenue,  which,  to- 
gether with  their  refufal,  to  admit  the  council's  amendment 
to  a  money  bill,  gave  him  fuch  high  provocation,  that  he 
was  induced  to  diflblvc  an  aflembly,  whofe  prodigal  liber- 
ality had  juHly  expofedthem  to  the  refentment  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  new  aflembly,  which  met  on  the  14th  of  June, 
X705,  negled;ed  the  affair  of  the  revenue  and  the  additional 
duty,  though  his  lordfhip  flrongly  recommended  them  both. 
Among  the  principal  a(fts  pafled  at  this  meeting,  is  that  for 
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the  benefit  of  the  clergy,  who  were  entitled  to  the  falaries 
formerly  ellabliihed  by  colonel  Fletcher  ;  which,  though, 
left  than  his  lordihip  recommended,  was  doubtlefs  a  grateful 
offering  to  his  unceafing  zeal  for  the  church,  mank'efted  in 
a  part  of  his  fpcech  at  the  openmg  of  the  feflion,  in  thefc 
words  :  <^  The  difficulties,  which  fome  vei-y  worthy  minif- 
ters  of  the  church  of  England  have  met  with,  hi  getting  the 
maintenance  fettled  upon  them,  by  an  adl  of  the  general 
allembly  of  this  province,  pafled  in  the  year  169  3,  moves 
me  to  propofe  to  you  the  pafling  an  acT  explanatory  of  th© 
forementioned  ac't,  that  thofe  woithy  good  men,  who  have 
ventured  to  come  fo  far  for  the  fervice  of  God  in  his  church, 
and  the  good  and  edification  ofthepeople,  to  the  falvatiou 
of  their  fouls,  may  not  for  the  future  be  vexed,  as  Ibme  of 
them  hav  e  been  ;  but  may  enjoy  in  quiet,  that  maintenance, 
which  was  by  a  law  provided  for  them*.  1  farther  re- 
commend to  you,  the  pafling  an  acl:  to  provide  for  tiie  main- 
tenance of  fome  miniflers,  in  fome  of  the  towns  at  the  eaft 
end  of  Long-Ifland,  where  I  don't  find  any  provifion  hasi 
been  yet  made  for  propagating  religion." 

Our  harbour  being  wlioily  unfortified,  a  French  priva- 
teer atftually  entered  it  in  1705,  and  put  the  inhabitants 
into  great  conftemation.  The  aflembly,  at  their  fcffion  in 
June,  the  next  year,  were  not  difinclined,  tin  ough  the  im- 
portunity of  the  people,  to  put  the  city  in  a  better  pofture 
of  defence  for  the  future  ;  but  being  fully  convinced,  by 
his  lordfhip's  embezzlement  of  i^ool.  formerly  laifed  for 
two  batteries  at  the  narrows,  and  near  loool.  levied  for  the 
protec^tion  of  the  frontiers,  that  he  was  no  moie  to  be  truft- 
ed  with  public  monies,  offered  a  bill  for  raifing  ;;oool.  for 
fortifications,  appointing  that  fum  to  be  depoiited  in  the 
hands  of  a  private  perfbn  of  tlieir  own  nomination  ;  but 
his  excellency  did  not  pafs  it  till  their  next  meeting  in  the 
fall,  whenhe  informed  them  that  he  had  received  the  queen's 
commands,  "  to  permit  the  general  aflembly  to  name  their 
own  treallirer,  when  they  railed  extraordinary  fupplics  for 
particular  ufes,  and  which  are  no  part  of  the  flanding  and 
conltant  revenue  ;  the  treafurer  behig  accountable  to  the 
three  branches  of  the  legiflature,  and  the  governor  always 
acquahited  with  the  occafion  of  ifliiing  fuch  warrants". 


*  The  majority  of  our  people  are  of  a  contrary  opinion, 
tf  my  lord  thought  the  eflablifliment  was  defi^ne'd  only  f«ir 
the  epifcopal  clergv. 
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His  lordHiip's  renewing  the  propofal  of  raiiing  fortifi- 
cations at  the  Narrows,  which  he  had  himfelf  hitherto  fcan- 
daloufly  prevented,  is  a  proof  of  his  exceflive  effrontery  and 
contempt  of  the  people  :  and  the  neglecl:  of  the  houle,  to 
take  the  leaft  notice,  eitlier  of  that  matter,  or  the  revenue^ 
occafioned  another  diflbhition. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  tranfacflions  of  the  new  aflembly, 
which  did  not  meet  till  the  year  1 708,  it  will  not  be  im-* 
proper  to  lay  before  the  reader,  the  account  of  a  memor- 
able proof  of  that  perfecuting  Ipirit,  which  influenced  lord 
Cornbury's  whole  adminiftration. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New- York  confided,  at 
this  time,  of  Dutch  Calvinifls,  upon  the  plan  of  the  church 
of  Holland  ;  French  refugees  on  the  Geneva  model  ;  a  few 
Englifli  epifcopalians  ;  and  a  ftill  fmaller  number  of  Eng- 
liflianil  Irijli  prelbycerians  ;  who,  having  neither  a  minilter 
nor  a  church,  ufed  to  afiemble  themfelves,  every  Sunday,  at  | 
a  private  houfe,  for  the  worfhip  of  God.  Such  were  their 
circumftauces,  when  Francis  M'Kemie  and  John  Hampton, 
two  prefbyterian  minitlers,  arrived  here  in  January,  1707.  . 
As  foon  as  lord  Cornbury,  who  hated  the  whole  nerfuafiofi,  | 
heard  that  the  IXitch  had  confented  to  M'Kemie's  preach- 
ing in  their  church,  he  arbitrarily  forbid  it  ;  fo  that  the 
public  Wor&ip,  on  the  next  fabbath,  was  performed,  with 
open  doors,  at  a  private  houfe.  Mr.  Hampton  preached, 
the  fame  day,  at  the  prelbyterian  church  in  New-Town, 
diftant  afevv  miles  from  the  city.  At  that  village  both  thefe 
minii'rers  were  two  or  three  days  after  apprehended,  by 
Ca^  iwel,  thefiieriff,  purfuant  to  his  lordlliip's  warrant,  for 
preaching  without  his  licence.  From  hence  they  were  led 
in  triumph  a  circuit  of  feveral  miles  through  Jamaica  to 
New-Yoi  k.  They  appeared  before  his  lordfhip  with  an  un- 
daunted courage,  and  had  a  conference  with  him,  in  which 
it  is  difficult  to  determine,  whether  my  lord  excelled  in 
the  character  of  a  favage  bigot,  or  an  ill-mannerly  tyrant. 
The  minifters  were  no  lawyers,  or  they  would  not  have 
founded  their  Jullification  on  the  fuppofed  extent  of  the 
Englifh  ail  of  toleration.  They  knew  not  that  the  ecclefi- 
aft  ical  fbatutes  had  no  relation  to  this  colony  ;  and  that  its 
religious  ftate  confilied  in  a  perfed:  parity  between  protef- 
tants  of  all  denominations.  They  erroneoufly  fuppofed,  that 
all  the  penal  laws  extended  to  this  province,  and  relied,  for 
their  defence,  on  the  toleration,  offering  tefiimonials  of 
their  having  complied  with  the  adl  of  parliament  in  Virgi- 
nia and  Maryland,  and  promifed  to  certify  the  houfc,  in 
which  M'Kcmie  had  preached^  to  the  next  fejdions.  His  lord- 
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fhip's  difcoTirfe  with  them  was  the  more  ridiculous,  becauf<? 
he  had  Bickley,  the  attorney-general,  toaliift  him.  ^gainll 
the  extenfion  of  the  Itatute,  they  infifted,  that  tiie  penal 
laws  were  limited  to  England,  and  lb  alio  the  toleration  aA, 
beeaufe  the  fole  intent  of  it  was  to  take  away  the  penalties 
formerly  eftablifhed.  But  grant  the  polirion,  a:7d  the  con- 
lequence  they  drew  from  it,  argues  that  my  lord  and  mr.  at- 
torney were  either  very  weak,  or  iniiuenced  by  evil  dehgns. 
If  the  penal  laws  did  not  extend  to  the  plantations,  then 
the  prifoners  were  innocent ;  for  where  there  is  no  law, 
there  can  be  no  tranlgrefljon  ;  but  accord mg  to  thefe  in^ 
comparable  fages,  if  the  penal  laws  and  the  toleraiion  were 
reftricled  to  the  realm  of  England,  as  they  contended,  then 
the  poor  clergymen,  for  preaching  without  his  licence, 
were  guilty  of  a  heinous  crime,  againll  his  private,  unpub- 
lifhed  indruiftions ;  and  for  this  caufe  he  iffued  an  informal 
precjpt  to  the  fheriff  of  New-York,  for  their  commitment 
to  jail,  till  further  orders.  They  continued  in  confinement, 
through  the  abfence  of  Mompeilbn,  the  chief  juilice,  who 
was  in  New-Jerfey,  fix  weeks  and  four  days  ;  but  were 
then  brought  before  him,  by  writ  of  habsm  corpus.  Mom- 
peilbn being  a  man  of  learning  in  his  profeflion,  and  his 
loi  dfiiip  now  apprifed  of  the  illegality  of  his  firft  warrant, 
jllued  another,  on  the  very  day  of  tjie  teft  of  the  writ,  in 
which  he  virtually  contradi<5ls  wliat  he  had  before  inhfted 
on,  at  his  conferei.ce  with  the  prifoners.  For  according  to 
this,  they  were  imprifoned  for  preaching  without  being 
qualified  as  the  toleration  act  required,  though  they  had  of- 
fered themfelves  to  the  feflions  during  their  imprifonment. 
They  were  then  bailed  to  the  next  fupreme  court,  which 
began  a  few  days  after.  Great  pains  were  taken  to  fecure  a 
grand  jury  for  the  purpofe,  and  among  thofe  who  found  the; 
jndidlment,  to  their  fhame  be  it  remembered,  were  feveral 
Dutch  and  French  proteftants. 

Mr.  M'Kemie  returned  to  New-York,  from  Virginia,  in 
June  ;  and  was  now  come  to  his  trial  on  the  inciic^ment 
found  at  the  laft  court.  As  to  mr,  Hampton,  he  was  dilcharg- 
ed,  no  evidence  being  offered  to  the  grand  jury  agauift  hhii. 

Bickley,  the  attorney  general,  managed  the  profecution 
in  the  name  of  the  queen  ;  Reignere,  NicoU,  and  Jamifon 
appeared  for  the  defendant.  The  trial  was  held  on  the 
6th  of  juHe,  and  being  a  caufe  of  great  expec^tation,  a  nu- 
merous audience  attended.  Roger  Mompedbn  fat  on  the 
bench  as  chief  juftice,  with  Robert  Milward  and  Thomas 
Wenham,  for  his  afliftants.  The  indi(ftment  was,  in  fub- 
ftance^  that  Fi^ncis  M'Kemie,  pretending  himfelf  tg  be  a 
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proteftant  diflenting  minifter,  contemning  and  endeavour? 
jng  to  fubvert  the  queen's  ecclefiaftical  fapremacy,  unlaw- 
fully preached  without  the  governor's  licence  firft  ob- 
tained, in  derogation  of  the  royal  authority  and  preroga- 
tive :  that  he  ufed  other  rites  and  ceremonies,  than  thofe  con- 
tained in  the  common-prayer  book.  And  laftly,  that  being 
uiiqaalified  by  law  to  preach,  he  neverthelefs  did  preach  at 
^n  illegal  conventicle  :  and  both  thcfe  laft  charges  were 
laid  to  be  contrary  to  the  form  of  the  Englifli  ftatutcs.  For 
it  feems  that  mr,  attorney  was  now  of  opinion,  that  the 
penal  laws  did  extend  to  the  American  plantations,  though 
Iiis  fenciments  were  the  very  reverfe  at  the  firft  debate  be- 
fore his  excellency  :  but  Bickley  was  rather  remarkable  for 
a  voluble  tongue,  than  a  penetrating  head;,   or  much 
learning.  To  fupport  this  profecution,  he  endeavoured  to 
prove  the  queen's  eccleliaftical  fupremacy  in  the  colonies, 
and  that  it  was  delegated  to  her  noble  coufin,  the  governor  j 
and  hence  he  was  of  opinion,  that  his  lordfhip's  inllruc^i- 
ons  relating  to  church  matters,  had  the  force  of  a  law.  He, 
in  the  next  place,  contended  for  the  extenfion  of  the  fta- 
tutes  of  uniformity,  and,  upon  the  whole,  wa"  pleafed  to 
fay,  that  he  did  nol:  doubt  the  jury  v/ould  find  a  verdicT:  for 
the  queen.  Reignere,   for  the  defendant,  infilled,  that 
preaching  was  no  crime  by  the  common  law  ;  that  the  fta- 
tutes  of  uniformity,  and  the  a<fl  of  toleration  did  not  ex- 
tend here  ;  and  that  the  governor's  inflruetions  were  not 
laws.  iSficoU  fpoke  to  the  fame  purpofe,  aiid  fb  did  David 
Jamifon,  but  M'Kemie  concluded  the  whole  defence  in  a 
<pe?ch,  which  fetshis  capacity  in  a  very  advairtageous  light. 
The  reader  may  fee  it  in  the  narrative  of  this  trial,  which 
was  firil  publifhed  at  the  time,  and  lince  repriirtcd  at  New- 
York  in  the  year  1755.  The  chief  jolHce,  in  his  charge,  ad- 
vifed  a  fpecial  verdicft,  but  the  jury  found  no  difhcylty  to 
acquit  the  d efendant,  who,  through  the  flrameful  parti- 
ality of  the  court,  was  not  difcharged  from  his  recogni- 
zance, till  they  had  illegally  extorted  all  the  fees  of  his 
profecution,  which,  together  with  his  expenfes,  amounted 
to  eighty-three  pounds  feven  fhillings  and  fix  pence. 

Lord  Cornbury  was  now  daily  lofing  the  favour  of  the 
people.  The  friends  of  Leifler  had  him  in  the  utmofl  abhor- 
rence from  the  beginning  ;  and  being  all  fpies  irpoir  his 
condud:,  it  was  iirrpoflible  for  his  lordfhip  to  commit  the 
fmalleft  crime  unnoticed.  His  perfecution  of  the  prefby- 
terians  very  early  increafed  the  number  of  his  enemies. 
The  Dutch,  too,  were  fearful  of  his  religious  rage  againft 
tl^em,  as  he  diiputed  their  right  to  call  and  fettle  mmifters^ 
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or  even  fchoolmafters,  without  his  fpecial  licence.  His  ex- 
cefiive  avarice,  his  embezzlement  ot  the  public  money,  and 
his  fordid  ret'ulal  to  pay  his  private  debtS;,  bore  lo  heaviiy 
upon  his  reputation,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  his  adherens, 
either  to  fupporc  him,  or  themfelves,  againit  tlie  general 
oppolition.  buch  being  the  temper  of  the  people,  his  lord- 
fliip  did  not  Ihcceed  according  to  his  wiflies  in  the  new  af- 
fembly,  which  met  on  the  19th  of  Auguit,  1708.  The  mem- 
bers were  all  ap^ainit  him,  and  William  NicoU  was  aoain 
chofen  fpeaker. 

Among  the  leveral  things  recommended  to  their  conlider- 
ation,  the  afiair  of  the  revenue,  which  was  to  expire  in  May 
f  ollowing,  and  the  propriety  of  making  prefents  to  tlie  In- 
dians, were  the  chief.  T  he  houl'e  were  not  infenfible  of  the 
importance  of  the  Indian  intereit,  and  of  the  infinite  arts 
of  the  French  to  fed  uce  them  from  our  alliance  :  but  fufpi- 
cioiis  that  his  lordlliip,  who  heretofore  had  given  himlelf 
little  concern  about  that  matter,  was  feeking  a  frefli  oppor- 
tunity to  defraud  the  public,  they  defired  him  to  give  tliem 
a  lilt  of  the  arcicles  of  which  the  prefents  were  to  conliii  , 
together  with  an  eitimate  of  tiie  charge,  before  they  would 
provide  for  that  donation. 

With  r  efpcift  to  the  revenue,  his  lordfhip  was  not  fo  fuc- 
cefsful,  for  the  allembly  refolutely  refufed  to  continue  it  ; 
tho'  they  confes-ted  to  an  act  to  difcharge  him  from  a  con- 
trad:  of  25  ol.  and  upwards,  which  he  had  made  with  one 
Hanfon  for  the  public  fervice.  Thomas  Byerly  vvas  at  thac 
time,  colledor  and  receiver-general  ;  and  by  pretending 
that  the  treafury  was  exhaufted,  the  debts  of  the  govern- 
ment were  unpaid.  This  gave  rife  to  many  petitions  to  the 
aflembly  to  make  provifion  for  their  difcharge.  Colonel 
Schuyler,  who  had  expended  large  funis  on  the  public  ere- 
tlit,  was  among  the  principal  fufferers,  and  joined  with  fe- 
veral  others  in  an  application  to  the  houfe,  that  Byerly  might 
be  compelled  to  account.  Thedifputes,  relating  to  this  mat^ 
ter,  took  up  a  confiderable  part  of  the  feffion,  and  were 
litigated  with  great  heat.  Upon  the  whole,  an  aCt  waspafle4 
for  refunding  700I.  which  had  been  mifapplied. 

The  refoludons  of  the  committee  of  grievances,  approved 
by  the  houfe,  Ihow  the  general  objeClions  of  the  people  tQ 
his  lordfliip's  adminiftration.  Thefe  were  made  at  the  be. 
ginning  of  the  feflion ;  and  yet  we  find  this  haughty  lord 
fubdued  by  the  oppoiition  againft  him,  and  fo  clilpirite4 
thro'  indigence,  and  the  incellimt  folicitations  of  his  credi- 
tors, that  he  not  only  omitted  to  juftify  himfelf,  but  tofhovyf 
f  Yen  an  impotent  refeaunent.  For  after  all  the  ceiifures 
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the  hoTife,  he  tamely  thanked  them,  for  pafling  the  bill  to 
difcharge  him  from  a  fmalldebt,  which  they  could  not,  in 
jaftice,  have  refufed.  The  refolutions  were  in  thefe  words  ; 

*^  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  commictee,  that 
the  appointing  coroners  in  this  colony,  without  their  l)eing 
chofen  by  the  people,  is  a  giievance,  and  contrary  to 
law*. 

<^  Refolved,  That  it  is,  and  always  has  been,  the  un- 
queftionable  right  of  every  freeman  in  this  colony,  that 
he  hath  a  perfed:  and  entu*e  property  in  his  goods  and  ef- 
tate. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  impofing  and  levying  of  any  mq^ 
nies  upon  her  majefty's  fubjetts  of  this  colony,  under  any 
pretence  or  colour  wliatfoever,  without  conient  in  general 
aflembly,  is  a  grievance,  and  a  violation  of  the  people's  pro- 
perty. 

Refolved,  That  for  any  officer  whatfoever,  to  extort 
from  the  people,  extravagant  and  unlimited  fees,  or  any 
money  whatfoever,  not  pofitively  eftablilhed  and  regulated 
by  confent  in  general  aflenibly,  is  unreafonable  and  unlaw- 
ful, a  great  grievance,  and  tending  to  the  utter  deilrud:ion 
of  all  property  in  this  plantation. 

Refolved,  That  the  erecting  a  court  of  equity,  with^ 
out  confent  in  general  aflembly,  is  contrary  to  law,  without 
precedent,  and  of  dangerous  confequence  to  the  liberty  and 
property  of  the  fabjecfts. 

Refolved,  That  the  raifing  of  money  for  the  govern- 
ment, or  other  neceflary  charge,  by  any  tax,  impoft,  or  bur- 
den on  goods  imported,  or  exported, — or  any  clog,  or 
Ijindi-ance,  on  traffic  or  commerce, — is  found  by  experience 
to  be  the  expulfion  of  many,  and  the  impoverifhing  of  the 
reft  of  the  planters,  freeholders,  and  inhabitants  of  this  co-^ 
Jony  ;  of  moft  pernicious  confequence,  which,  if  continued, 
will  unavoidably  prove  the  ruin  of  the  colony. 

Refolved,  That  the  exceffive  funis  of  money  fcrewed 
frc.n  matters  of  veflels  trading  here  under  the  notion  of 
port  charges,  viliting  the  faid  velTels  by  fupernumerary  of- 
ficers, and  taking  extraordinary  fees,  is  the  great  difcourage^ 
ment  of  trade  and  ftrangers  coming  apiong  us,  beyond  the 
precedent  pfany  other  port,  and  without  colour  of  law. 


*  See  lord  Bacon's  works,  fol.  edit.  2  yoI.  152.  and  yet 
the  coroners  in  every  county  arc  ftill  appointed  by  the 
governor. 
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«f  Refolved,  That  the  compelling  any  man  upon  trial  by  a 
jmy,  or  otherwife,  to  pay  any  fees  for  his  profecution,  or 
any  thing  whatfoever,  unlefs  the  fees  of  the  officers  whom 
he  employs  for  his  necefiary  defence,  is  a  great  grievance, 
and  contrary  to  juftice*." 

Lord  Combury  was  no  Icfs  obnoxious  to  the  people  of 
New-Jerfey,  than  to  thofe  of  New- York.  The  aflembly  of 
that  province,  iniparient  of  his  tyranny,  drew  up  a  com- 
plaint againit:  him,  which  they  fent  home  to  the  qneen. 

Her  niajefty  gracioufly  liftened  to  the  cries  of  lier  injured 
fubjeJls  ;  divelred  him  of  his  power,  and  appointed  lord 
Lovelace  in  his  Head  ;  declaring  that  ilie  would  not  coun- 
tenance her  neareft  relations  in  opprefling  her  people. 

As  foon  as  my  lord  was  fuperfeded,  his  creditors  threw 
him  into  the  cullody  of  the  flieriff  of  New- York  ;  and  he  re- 
mained here  till  the  death  of  his  fathei*,  w^hen  fucceeding  to 
the  earldom  of  Clarendon,  he  retiirned  to  England. 

We  never  had  a  govenior  fo  univerfally  detefted,  nor  any 
who  fo  richly  deferved  the  public  abhorrence.  In  fpite  of  his 
noble  defcent,  liis  behaviour  was  trifling,  mean,  and  extra- 
vaganti 

It  was  not  uncommon  for  him  to  drefs  himfelf  in  a  wo- 
man's habit,  and  then  to  patrole  the  fort  in  which  he  refided. 
Such  freaks  of  low  humour  expofed  him  to  the  univerfal 
contempt  of  the  people  ;  but  their  indignation  was  kindled 
by  his  defpotic  rule,  favage  bigotry,  infatiable  avarice,  and 
injuftice,  not  only  to  the  public,  but  even  his  private  credi- 
tors. For  he  left  fome  of  the  loweft  tradefmen  in  his  em- 
ployment unfatisfied  in  their  juit  demands. 

John  lord  Lovelace,  baron  of  Hurley,  was  appointed  to 
this  government,  in  the  fpring,  1 708,  but  did  not  arrive 
here  till  the  i8th  of  December  following.  Lord  Cornbury's 
oppreffive,  mean  adminiilrarion  had  long  made  the  people 
very  defirous  of  a  change  ;  and  therefore  his  fucccfior  was  re- 
ceived wi:h  univerfal  joy.  Having  diflblved  the  general  af- 
fembly,  foon  after  liis  acceflion  to  the  government,  he  con- 
vened a  new  one  on  the  5tli  cf  April,  1709,  which,  confifi:- 
\  ingof  members  of  the  fame  intereil  with  the  laft,  re-elected 
t   William  Nicoll,  the  former  ftaeaker,  into  the  chair.  His  lord- 
1   fhip  told  them,  at  the  beginning  of  the  feffion,     That  he 
'   liad brought  with  him  large  fupplies  of  foldiers  and  flores  of 


*  This  had  a  fpecial  relation  to  the'^late  profecution  of 
mz.  M'Kcmie. 
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war  as  vpellas  piefents  for  the  Indians/'  than  wliich  nothinjr 
could  be  more  agreeable  to  the  people.  He  lamented  the  great- 
neis  of  the  provincial  debts^  and  tiie  decay  of  public  credit ; 
but  ftill  recommended  their  raifing  a  revenue,  for  the  fame 
term  with  that  eftablifhed  by  the  aCt  in  the  nth  year  of  the 
laft  reign.  He  alfo  prefied  thedifcharge  of  the  debts  of  the 
government,  and  their  e?;amination  of  the  public  accounts, 
"  that  it  may  be  known  (fays  he)  what  this  debt  is,  and  that 
it  may  appear  hereafter  to  ail  the  world  that  it  was  not  con- 
tracted in  my  time."  This  oblique  reiiexion  upon  his  pre- 
deceflbr,  who  was  now  ignom.inioufly  imprifoned  by  his 
creditors,  was  difpleafing  to  no  body. 

Tho'  the  aflembly,  in  their  anfwer,  heartily  congratu- 
lated his  lordfhip's  arrival,  and  thanked  the  queen  for  her 
care  of  the  province,  yet  they  fufficiently  intimated  their 
diiuiclination  to  raife  the  revenue,  which  the  governor  had 
requeued.  "Our  earnefV  wiflies  [to  ufe  the  words  of  the 
addrefs)  are,  that  fuitable  meafures  may  be  taken,  to  en- 
courage the  few  inhabitants  left,  to  ftay  in  it,  and  others  to 
come.  The  juft  freedom  enjoyed  by  our  neighbours,  by  the 
tender  indulgence  of  the  government,  has  extremely  drain- 
ed and  exhaufted  us  both  of  people  and  ftock  ;  wliiht  a  dif- 
ferent treatment,  the  wrong  methods  too  long  taken,  and 
feverities  prac^tifed  here,  have  averted  and  deterred  the 
ufual  part  of  mankind  from  fettling  and  coming  hitherto." 
Towards  the  clofe,  they  ailure  him,  "  That  as  the  begin- 
ning of  his  government  gave  them  a  delightful  proipect  of 
tranquillity,  fo  they  were  come  with  minds  prepared  to  con- 
fult  the  good  of  the  country  and  his  fatisfaclion.'' 

The  principal  matter,  which  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
afiembiy,  was  the  affair  of  the  revenue.  Lord  Cornbury's 
conduct  had  rendered  them  utterly  averfe  to  a  permanent 
fupport  for  the  future  ;  and  yet  they  were  uu willing  to 
quarrel  with  the  new  govenior.  They  however,  at  lail,  a- 
greci  on  the  5th  of  May,  to  raife  2500I.  to  defray  the 
charges  of  the  govcrnmentto  the  ift  of  May  enfuing ;  t6co1, 
of  which  was  voted  to  his  excellency,  and  the  remaining 
fums  towards  a  fupply  of  firewood  and  candles  to  the  fcveral 
forts  in  N'ew-York,  Albany,  and  Schene(5lady  ;  and  for  pay* 
inent  offmall  falarics  to  the  printer,  clerk  of  the  council, 
and  Indian  interpreter. 

Tliis  new  projeift  of  providing,  annually,  for  the  fupport 
of  government,  was  contrived  to  prevent  the  mifchiefs,  to 
which  the  long  revenues  had  formerly  cxpofed  us.  But  as 
it  rendered  the  governor,  and  rU  the  other  fervants  of  the 
crown  dependent  upon  the  allembly,  a  rupture,  bctwce^ft 
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the  feveral  branches  of  the  legiflarure,  would  doubileft  have 
cnfued  :  but  the  very  day,  in  which  the  vore  pafied  the 
houfe,  his  lordfhip  died  of  a  diforder  contracted  in  crofr.ng 
the  ferry  at  his  firit  arrival  in  the  city  of  New-Yoik.  Kis 
lady  continued  here,  long  after  his  death,  foliciting  for  the 
fum  voted  to  herhufband  ;  but  though  the  queen  inrei-pofed, 
by  a  letter,  in  her  behalf,  nothing  was  allowed  till  feveral 
years  afterwards. 
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HISTORY  OF  NEW- YORK. 


PART  IV. 


From  the  Canada  expedition  in  l'}0()j  to  the  arrival  of  governor 
B  timet. 


LORD  Lovelace  being  dead,  the  chief  command  devolv- 
ed upon  Richard  Ingolfby,  the  lieutenant-governor, 
the  fame  who  had  exercifed  the  government  ievernl  years 
before,  upon  the  deceafe  of  colonel  Sloughter.  Ilis  Ihort  ad- 
yniniftration  is  remarkable,  not  for  his  extraordinary  talents, 
for  lie  was  a  heavy  man,  but  for  a  fccond  fruitlels  attempt 
againft  Canada.  Colonel  Vetch,  who  had  been,  feveral  years 
before,  at  Quebec,  and  founded  the  river  of  St.  Lawrence, 
was  the  firft  projecM:or  of  this  cnterprife.  The  miniilry  ap- 
proved of  it,  and  Vetch  anived  in  Bofton,  and  prevailed 
upon  the  New-England  colonies  to  join  in  tlie  fcheme.  After 
that,  he  came  to  New-York,  and  concerted  the  plan  of  c- 
perations  with  Francis  Nicholfon,  formerly  our  lieutenaut- 
govenior,  who,  at  the  reqiieft  of  IngoUby,  the  council,  tiic 
aflembly,  Gurdou  Saltonilal,  the  governor  of  Connec^ticut, 
and  Charles  Gookin,  lieutenant  governor  of  Pennfylvania, 
accepted  the  chief  command  of  the  provincial  forces,  in- 
tended to  penetrate  into  Canada,  by  the  way  of  lake  Cham- 
plain.  Impoveriflied  as  we  were,  the  afihnbly  joined  heartily 
in  the  enterprife.  It  was  at  this  juncture,  ourfiift  ac^  for 
jlTuingbills  of  credit  was  palled  ;  an  expedient  without  whicli 
could  not  liave  contribdted  to  the  expedition,  the  trca- 
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fury  being  then  totally  exhaiifted .  Uni verlal  joy  now  bright- 
eaed  evci-y  man's  countenance,  becaufe  all  expected  the 
complece  reduction  of  Canada,  before  the  enfuing  fall.  Big 
v  ith  the  piealing  }>rorpeCt  of  an  event,  which  would  put 
a  period  to  all  the  ravages  of  an  encroaching,  mercilefs 
enemy,  ex  end  the  Britiih  empire,  and  augment  cur  trade, 
we  exerted  oiirfelves  to  the  utmoft,  for  the  fuccefs  of  the 
expedition.  As  focm  as  the  delign  was  made  known  to  the 
houfe,  twenty  fnip  and  houfe  carpenters  were  impreiled 
into  tiie  fe-'vice  foi  buildiag  batteaus.   Commiffioners  alfo 
were  appoinced  to  pure*  ale  provifions  and  other  necefia- 
ries,  and  enipowei  ed  to  b  eakopen  houfes  for  that  purpofe, 
find  to  iinpreis  men,  vefiels,  horfes,  and  waggons,  for  tranf- 
poiting  the  Itores.  Four  hundred  and  eighty  feven  men, 
befides  the  independent  companies,  were  raifed  antl  dif- 
pacched  to  Albany,  b)'  the  2  7ih  of  ji:ne  ;  fi  om  whence  they 
advanced,  with  the  main  body,  to  the  Wood  Cieek.  Three 
forts  were  built  there,  belides  many  block-houfes  and  ftores 
for  the  provifions,  which  were  tranlported  with  great  dif- 
patch.  The  province  of  New- York  (all  things  conlidered) 
has  the  merit  of  havi.ig  contributed  more  than  any  of  her 
neighbours  towards  this  expedition.  Pennfyivania  gave  no 
kind  of  aid  ;  and  New-Jeiley  was  only  at  the  expenfe  of 
5occl.  One  hundred  batteaus,  as  many  birch  canoes,  and 
two  of  the  forts,  were  built  entirely,  and  the  other  fort,  for 
the  moil  part,  at  the  charge  of  tiiis  government.  All  the 
provihons  and  ftores  for  the  army,  were  tranlported  at  our 
expenfe  ;  and  befides  our  quota  of  volunteers  and  the  in- 
dependent companies,  we  procured  and  maintained  fix 
hundred  Indians,  and  vi-Aualled  a  thoufand  of  their  wives 
and  children  at  Albany,  during  the  campaign. 

Having  thus  put  ourfelves  to  the  expenfe  of  above  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  towards  this  enterprife,  the  delay  of  the 
arrival  of  the  fleet  fpread  a  general  difcontent  through  the 
country  ;  and  early  in  the  fall,  the  afl'embly  addrcfled  the 
lieutenant-governor,  to  recall  our  forces  from  the  camp. 
Vetch  and  Nicholfon  foon  after  broke  up  the  campaign, 
an^  retired  to  New- Port  in  R  bode-Ifland,  where  there  was 
a  congreis  of  governors.  IngoKby,  who  was  invited  t  o  it, 
did  not  appear,  in  compliance  with  the  inclination  of  the 
afiembly,  who^  incenfed  at  the  public  difappointment,  har- 
boured great  jealoufies  of  all  the  firft  promoters  of  the  de- 
fis:n.  As  fbon,  therefore,  as  lord  Sunderland  s  letters,  which 
2imved  hereon  the  21ft  oFOdlober,  were  laid  before  the 
houfe,  tiiey  refolved  to  fend  an  addrefs  to  the  queen,  to  lay 
before  her  a  true  account  of  the  manner,  in  v.  Inch  this  pro- 
vince exerted  itfelf  in  the  late  undertaking. 
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Had  this  expedition  been  vigoroufly  carried  on,  cloiibt- 
lefs  it  \Yould  have  fQcceeded.  The  public  affairs  ai  home 
were  conducted  by  a  vrife  miniftry.  The  allied  army  tri- 
umphed in  repeated  fuccefles  in  Flandei-s  ;  and  the  courc 
of  France  was  in  no  condition  to  give  affiftance  to  To  dillant 
a  colony  as  Canada.  The  Indians  of  the  five  nations  were 
en^raged,  through  the  indefatigable  foiicitations  oi  colonel 
Schuyler,  to  join  heartily  in  the  attempt  :  and  the  eallerii 
colonics  had  nothing  to  fear  f  10m  the  Ouwenagr.ngas  ;  bc- 
caufe  thofc  Indians  had,  a  little  before,  concluded  a  ]^eacc 
with  the  confederates.  In  America,  every  tlnng  was  ripe 
for  the  attack.  At  home,  lord  Sunderland,  the  lecietary  ol 
liiate,  had  proceeded  fo  far,  as  to  difpatch  orders  to  the 
queen's  fhips  at  Boilon,  to  hold  themfelves  in  readiuefs, 
and  the  Britifli  troops  were  upon  the  point  of  their  embark- 
ation. At  this  jimclurc,  the  news  arrived  of  the  deicat  of 
the  Fortua^^efe,  which  reducino;  our  allies  to  o;rcat  ib  ei<i.hts, 
the  forces  intended  for  the  American  advcntme  were  then 
ordered  to  their  afiiftance,  and  the  thoughts  of  the  miniiti  y 
entirely  diverted  from  tlie  Canada  expedition. 

As  we  had  not  a  man  in  this  province,  who  had  more 
extended  views  of  the  importance  of  driving  the  Fiench  cut 
of  Canada,  than  colonel  Schuyler,  fo  neither  did  any  per- 
fon  more  heaitily  engage  in  the  late  expedition.  To  pre- 
ferve  the  friendfhip  of  the  five  nations,  without  v.  iucli  it 
would  be  impofliMe  to  prevent  our  frontiers  from  becom- 
ing a  firld  of  blood,  he  lludied  all  the  ar  s  of  inlinuating 
himfelf  into  their  favour.  He  gave  them  all  poffible  encour- 
agement and  aiiiftance,  and  very  much  impaired  his  own 
fortune,  by  his  liberality  to  their  chiefs.  They  r.cvcr  car^.e 
to  Albany,  but  they  reibrted  to  his  houfe,  and  even  dined 
at  bistable  ;  and  by  this  means,  he  obtained  an  afccndency 
over  them,  which  was  attended  with  very  good  confequen- 
ces  to  the  province  ;  for  he  could  always,  in  a  great  degree, 
obviate  or  eradicate  the  prejudices  and  jealoufics,  by  v\  hich 
the  French  jcfiiits  were  inceflantly  labouring  to  debaucii 
their  fidelity. 

Imprefled  with  a  flrong  fenfe  of  the  neceflity  of  fome  vi- 
gorous meafires  againll  the  French,  colonel  Schuyler  was 
extremely  difcontented  at  the  late  diflippointment ;  and  rc- 
folved  to  make  a  voyage  to  England  -.it  his  private  cxpenfe, 
the  better  to  inculcate  on  the  niiniftry,  the  abfclute  necel- 
fity  of  reducing  Canada  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain.  For 
that  purpofe,  he  propofed  to  carry  home  with  liini  five 
Indian  chiefs.  The  houfe  no  fooner  heard  of  his  defign, 
than  they  came  to  a  refblution,^  which ,  in  juflice  to 
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his  dlftinguifhed  merit,  I  ought  not  to  fa pprefs.  It  was  ^ 
this  : 

R-efolved,  nemine  contvadicente,  that  the  humble  ad- 
drefs  of  the  lieutenat-governor,  couricil,  and  general  afleni- 
bly  of  this  colony  to  the  qneen,  rcprefenting  the  prefent 
llate  of  this  plantation,  be  committed  to  his  charge  and 
care,  to  be  prefented  by  himfelf  to  her  facred  majefty  ;  he 
being  a  perfon,  who,  not  only  in  tlie  laft  war,  when  he 
commanded  the  forces  of  this  colony  in  chief  at  Canada, 
but  alfo  in  the  prefent,  has  peifonned  faithful  fervices,  to 
this  and  the  neighbouring  colonies  ;  and  behaved  |himfelf 
in  the  offices,  with  which  he  has  been  entrufled,  with 
good  reput?ution,  and  the  general  fatisfaClion  of  the  people 
in  thefe  parts." 

The  arrival  of  the  five  fachems  in  England,  made  a  great 
bruit  through  the  whole  kingdom.  The  mob  followed 
wherever  they  went,  and  fmall  cuts  of  them  v.  ere  fold 
nmongthe  people.  The  court  was  at  that  time  in  mourning 
for  the  death  of  the  prmce  of  Denmark  :  thefe  Americaji 
kings*  were  therefore  drefled  in  black  underclothes,  after 
the  Englifli  maimer  ;  but  inftead  of  a  blanket,  they  had 
^ach  a  fcarlet-in -grain  cloth  mantle,  edged  with  gold, 
thrown  over  all  their  other  garments.  This  drefs  wasdireA- 
ed  by  the  dreflers  of  the  playhoufe,  and  given  by  the  queen, 
who  was  advifed  to  make  a  fnow  of  them.  A  more  than  or- 
dinary folemnity  attended  the  audience  they  had  of  her 
majefly.  Sir  Charles  Cotterel  conducted  them,  in  two  coaches, 
to  St.  James's  ;  and  the  lord  chamberlain  introduced  them 
into  the  royal  prcfence.  Their  fpeech,  on  the  19th  of  April, 
1710,  is  preferved  by  Oldmixon,  and  was  in  thefe  words : 
*^  Great  Qijeen, 

We  have  undertaken  a  long  voyage,  which  none  of 
oVir  predeceflbrs  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  undertake,  to 
fee  our  great  queen,  and  relate  to  her  thofe  things,  v/hich 
we  thought  abfolutely  necellary  for  the  good  of  her,  and  us 
her  allies,  on  the  other  lide  the  water. 

We  doubc  not  but  our  great  queen  has  been  acquainted 
with  our  long  and  tedious  war,  in  conjund:ion  with  her  chil- 
dren, againft  her  enemies  the  French  ;  and  that  we  have 
been  as  a  ftrong  wall  for  their  fecurity,  even  to  the  lofs  of 
pur  beft  men.  We  were  mightily  rejoiced,  when  we  heard 


This  title  is  commonly  beftowed  on  the  fachems, 
though  the  Indians  have  no  fuch  dignity  pr  pffice  among 
them. 
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our  great  qneen  had  refolved  to  fend  an  army  to  reduce 
Canada  ;  and  immediately,  in  token  of  friendiliip,  we  liung 
up  the  kettle  and  took  up  the  hatchet,  and,  with  one  con- 
fent,  afliiled  colonel  Nichollbn  in  making  preparations  on 
this  fide  the  lake  :  but,  at  length,  \\c  were  told  our  great 
queen,  by  fome  important  affairs,  was  prevented  m  her  de- 
lign,  at  prefent,  which  made  us  forrowful,  left  the  French, 
vfiio  had  hitherto  dreaded  us,  Ihould  now  think  us  unable 
to  make  war  againft  them.  The  redctftion  of  Canada  is  or 
great  weight  to  our  free  hunting  ;  fo  that  if  our  great  queen 
fliould  not  be  mindful  of  us,  we  muft,  with  our  families, 
forfake  our  country,  and  feek  other  habitations,  or  ftand 
neuter,  either  of  which  will  be  much  againft  our  incli. 
nations. 

"  In  token  of  the  fincerity  of  thefe  nations,  we  do,  in 
their  names,  prefent  our  great  queen  with  thefe  belts  of 
wampum,  and  in  hopes  of  our  great  queen's  favour,  leave 
it  to  her  moft  gracious  conlideration." 

While  colonel  Schuyler  was  at  the  Britifii  court,  captain 
IngoHby  was  dilplaccd,  and  Gerardus  Beekman  exeicifed 
the  powers  of  government,  from  the  lOth  of  April,  1710, 
till  the  arrival  of  brigadier  Hunter,  on  the  14th  of  June 
,  following.  The  council  then  prefent  were, 

Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Mompeflbn, 

Mr.  Van  Dam,  Mr.  Barbaric, 

Colonel  RenfLier,          Mr.  Philipfe. 

Hunter  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and,  wlien  a  boy,  put 
Ipprentice  to  an  apothecary.  He  left  his  mailer,  and  weiu 
into  the  army  ;  and  being  a  man  of  wit  and  perfonal  beau- 
ty, recommended  himfelf  to  lady  Hay,  v.^hom  he  after- 
wards married.  In  the  year  1707,  he  was  appointed  lieu- 
1  tenant-governor  of  Virginia,  but  being  taken  by  the  French 
in  his  voyage  to  that  colony,  he  was  carried  into  France, 
land  upon  his  return  to  England,  appointed  to  uicceed  lord 
IL,ov  elace  in  the  government  of  this  anu  the  province  of  Isev.  - 
Ijerfey.  Dean  Swift's  letter  to  hiui,  during  his  captiviiy, 
liiows  that  he  had  tiie  honour  of  an  intimacy  witli  mr.  AdcTi- 
MCxm  and  others,  who  were  diiiinguiilied  for  their  good  icvAb 
.land  learning  ;  and  perhaps  it  was  by  their  intereit,  he  was 
elidvanced  to  tliis  profi  able  place. 

fl  Governor  Hunter  brought  over  with  him  near  three  thou- 
jBond  palatines,  who,  the  year  before,  fled  to  England  iVoni 
■:he  rage  of  perfecnticn  in  Germany.  Many  of  thefe  people 
•Beatedthemfelves  in  the  city  of  New- York,  where  they  buik 
, li  Lutheran  church,  which  is  now  in  a  declining  condition. 
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Others  fettled  on  a  trad:  of  feveral  thoufaiid  acres,  in  the 
manor  of  Livingrton.  Their  village  there,  called  the  camp, 
13  one  of  the  pleafantefb  litiiarions  on  Hiidfon's  river  :  right 
oppolite,  on  the  welt  bank,  are  many  other  families  of  them. 
So  ne  went  into  Pennfylvania,  and  by  the  favourable  ac- 
counts of  the  country,  which  they  tranfniitted  to  Ger- 
many, were  inftrumental  to  the  tranfmigratien  of  many 
tlionihnds  of  tiieir  countrymen  into  that  province.  Queen 
Anne's  liberality  to  the fe  people,  was  not  more  beneficial 
to  them,  than  ferviceable  to  this  colony.  They  have  behav- 
ed themielves  peaceably,  and  lived  with  great  induftry. 
IVIany  are  rich,  all  are  proteftants,  and  well  affected  to  the 
government.  The  fasne  muft  be  faid  of  thofe  who  have  lately 
fettled  amongll  us,  and  planted  the  lands  weftward  of  Al- 
bany. W e  have  not  the  lead  ground  for  jealoufy  with  ref- 
pe(it;  to  them.  Amongft  us  they  are  few  in  number,  com- 
pared to  thofe  in  Pennlylvania.  There  they  are  too  numer- 
ous, to  be  foon  affimilated  to  a  new  conftiiution,  They  re- 
tain all  the  manners  and  principles  which  prevail  in  their- 
native  country,  and,  as  many  of  them  are  papifts,  fome  are 
not  without  their  fears,  that,  fconer  or  later,  they  will  be- 
com.e  dangerous  to  our  colonies*. 

The  late  attempt  to  attack  Canada  proving  abortive,  ex- 
pofed  us  to  confequences  equally  calamitous,  dreaded,  and 
forefeen.  While  the  preparations  were  making  to  invade  it, 
the  French  exerted  themfelves  in  cajoling  their  Indian  al- 
lies toaffill  in  the  repulfe  ;  and  as  foon  as  the  fclieme  drop- 
ped, numerons  parties  were  fent  oat  to  liavrafs  the  Englilli 
fi'ontiers.  Thefe  irruptions  were,  principally,  made  on  the 
.lorthern parts  of  New-England,where  the  mioft:  favagc  cruel- 
tics  were  daily  committed.  New-'iork  had,  indeed,  hither- 
to efcaped,  being  covered  by  the  Indians  of  the  five  nations;  \ 
but  the  danger  v/e  were  in,  induced  governor  Hunter,  foon  , 
after  his  arrival,  to  make  a  voyage  to  Albany,  where  he  met  . 


*  The  furprifing  importation  of  Germans  into  that  colo«- 
ny,  gave  rife  to  the  fcheme  of  difperfing  Engli(h  clergy- 
men and  fchoolraafters  among  them.  Theprojccft  is  found- 
ed on  principles  of  found  policy.  If  a  political  million  ^ 
mong  the  Indians  had  been  lealonably  encouraged,  the  pro- 
vince of  Pcnnfylvania  might  have  elcaped  all  that  fhocking' 
devallation,  which  enfued  the  fatal  defeat  of  general  ISrad^ 
dock's  army  on  the  9th  of  July,  1755  ;  and  would,  perhai»s, 
have  prevented  even  the  erection  of  fort  Qucfne,  which 
has  already  coft  the  nation  fo  mucli  blood  and  treafare. 
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the  confederate  chiefs,  and  renewed  the  old  covenant. 
While  there,  hewasllrongly  folicited,  by  the  New-r^ngland 
governments,  to  engage  our  Indians  in  a  war  wdtli  tliofe 
who  were  daily  ravaging  their  borders  :  but  he  prudently 
declined  a  meafure,  which  might  have  expofed  his  _  own 
province  to  a  general  devaftation.  A  treaty  of  neutrality  fub- 
feted,  at  that  time,  between  the  confederates  and  the  Canada 
French  and  their  Indians  j  which,  depending  upon  the  faith 
oflawlefs  favages,  was,  at  belt,  but  precarious,  and  yet  the 
only  fecurity  we  had  for  the  peace  of  our  borders.  A  rup= 
ture  between  them  would  have  involved  us  in  a  fcene  of  mi- 
fery,  at  a  time,  of  all  others,  molt  unfeafonable.  However 
the  people  of  New- England  might  cenfure  the  governor,  it 
ivas  a  proof  of  wifdom  to  refule  their  requeft.  For  befides 
a  want  of  men  and  arms  to  defend  us,  our  forts  were  fallen 
down,  and  the  treafary  exhaufted. 

The  new  aflembly  met,  at  New-York,  on  the  ift  of  Sep- 
tember. Mr.  Nicoll,  the  fpeaker,  mr.  Livinglton,  mr.  de 
Lancey,  and  colonel  Morris,  wei  e  the  membei's  moft  dif- 
tinguifhed  for  their  aclivicy  in  the  houfe.  Mr.  de  Lancey 
was  a  proteftant  refugee,  a  native  of  Caen  in  Normandy  ; 
and  by  marrying  a  daughter  of  nu'.  Courtlandt,  conneifted 
with  a  family,  then,  perhaps,  the  moil  opulent  y.nd  exten- 
five  of  any  in  the  province.  He  was  an  eminent  merchant, 
and,  by  a  fuccefsful  trade,  had  amafled  a  very  conliderable 
fortune.  Bat  of  all  thefe  colonel  Morris  had  the  greatefl  in- 
fluence on  our  public  a{fairs.  He  was  a  man  of  letters,  and 
though  a  little  whimfical  in  his  temper,  was  grave  in  his 
manners,  and  of  penetrating  parts.  Being  exceflively  fond 
of  the  fociety  of  men  of  fenie  and  reading,  he  was  never 
wearied  at  a  fitting,  till  the  fpirits  of  the  whole  company 
i  Were  diffipated.  From  his  infancy,  he  had  lived  in  a  man- 
ner beft  adapted  to  teach  him  the  nature  of  man,  and  to 
fortify  his  mind  for  the  viciflitudes  of  life.  He  very  early 
loit  both  his  father  and  mother,  and  fell  under  the  patron- 
age of  his  uncle,  formerly  an  officer,  of  very  confiderable 
rank  in  Cromwell's  army  ;  who,  after  the  reftoration,  dif- 
guifed  himfelf  under  the  profellion  of  quakerii'  ,  and  fet~ 
tied  on  a  fine  farm,  within  a  few  miles  of  the  city,  called, 
after  his  own  name,  Morrifania.  Being  a  boy  of  ftrong  paf- 
fions,  (the  general  indications  of  a  fruitful  genius,)  he  gave 
frequent  offence  to  his  uncle,  and,  on  one  of  thefe  occafi- 
I  ons,  through  fear  of  his  refentment,  itrolled  away  into  Vir- 
I  ginia,  and  thence  to  Jamaica  in  the  Weft-Indies,  where, 
i  to  fupport  himfelf,  he  fet  up  for  a  fcriv^ner.  After  feveral 
years  fpent  in  this  vagabond  life,  he  returned  again  to  his 
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uncle,  who  received  the  young  prodigal  with  joy  ;  Jind,  t« 
reduce  him  to  regularity,  brought  about  his  marriage  with 
a  daughter  of  mr.  Graham,  a  fine  lady,  with  whom  he  lived 
above  fifcy  years,  in  the  poflcllion  of  every  enjoyment, 
which  good  lenfe  and  polite  manners  in  a  woman  could  af- 
ford. The  greateft  part  of  his  life,  before  the  arrival  of  mi\ 
Hunter,  was  fpent  in  New-Jerfey*,  where  he  fignalized 
himfelf  in  the  fervice  both  of  the  proprietors  and  the  aflem- 
bly.  The  latter  employed  iiim  to  draw  up  their  complaint 
againft  my  lord  Cornbury,  and  he  was  made  the  bearer  of  it 
to  the  queen.  Though  he  was  indolent  in  the  management 
of  his  private  affairs,  yet,  through  the  love  of  power,  he  was 
always  bufy  in  matters  of  a  political  nature,  and  no  man  in 
the  colony  equalled  him  in  the  knowledge  of  the  law  and 
the  arts  of  intrigue.  From  this  charadler,  the  reader  will 
eaiily  perceive,  that  governor  Hunter  fho wed  his  prudence, 
in  taking  mr.  Morris  into  his  confidence,  his  talents  and  ad- 
vantages rendering  him  either  a  ufeful  friend  or  formidable 
foe.  Such  were  the  acting  members  of  this  aflembly.  When 
brigadier  Hunter  fpoke  to  them,  he  recommended  the  fet- 
tling a  revenue,  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  and  the  refto- 
ration  of  the  public  credit,  which  lord  Cornbury  had  al- 
moft  entirely  deltroyed.  To  ftifle  the  remaining  fparks  of 
our  ancient  feuds,  he  concluded  with  thei'e  words  :  "  If  any 
go  about  to  difturb  your  peace,  by  reviving  buried  parties 
or  piques,  or  creating  new  ones,  they  fhall  meet  with  no 
Countenance  or  encouragement  from  me  ;  and  I  am  fure 
they  deferve  as  little  from  you."  The  addrefs  of  the  houfe 
was  perfevflly  agreeable  to  the  governor.  They  promifed  to 
provide  for  the  fupportof  government,  and  to  reftore  the 
public  credit,  as  well  as  to  protecT:  the  frontiers.  In  anfwer 
to  the  clofe  of  hisfpeech,  they  declare  their  hope,  "  That 
fuch  as  excited  party  contentions,  might  meet  with  as  litth 
credit,  and  as  much  difgrace,  as  they  deferve."  This  una- 
n*  nity,  however,  was  foon  interrupted.  Colonel  Morris 
for  fbme  warm  words  dropped  in  a  debate,  was  expellee 
the  houfe  ;  and  foon  after  a  difpute  arofe,  between  th( 
council  and  aflembly,  concerning  fonie  amendments,  made 
by  the  former,  to  a  bill     for  the  treafurer's  paying  fundrj 


*  He  was  one  of  the  council  in  that  province,  and  ajudgi 
or  the  fapreme  court  there,  in  1692.  Upon  the  furrende 
of  the  government  to  queen  Anne,  in  1702,  he  was  namec 
to  be  governor  of  the  colony ;  but  the  appointment  w.i 
''hanged  in  favour  of  lord  Cornbury,  the  queen's  coufm. 
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films  of  money."  The  defigii  of  it,  in  mentioning  the  par- 
ticular fums,  and  rendering  tliem  ifliiable  by  their  own  of- 
ficer, was  to  refVrain  the  governor  from  repeating  the  mif- 
applications  which  had  been  fo  freqnent  in  a  late  adminif- 
tration.  The  council,  for  that  reafon,  oppofed  it,  and  ad- 
hered to  their  amendments  ;  which  occafioned  a  prorogati- 
on, on  the  25th  of  November,  after  thepaflingof  feveral 
other  necellary  laws. 

Mr.  Hunter  cautioufly  avoided  entering,  publicly,  into 
the  difpute  between  the  two  houfee,  till  he  knew  the  fen- 
timents  of  the  miniftry,  and  then  he  opened  the  fpring  fef- 
lions  with  a  fpeech  too  (uigular  not  to  be  inferted. 

"  Gentlemen, 

"  I  hope  you  are  now  come  with  a  difpofition  to  anfwcr 
the  ends  of  your  meeting,  that  is,  to  provide  a  fuitable  fup- 
port  for  her  majefty's  government  here,  in  the  manner  fhe 
has  been  pleafed  todireiit  ;  to  find  out  means  to  reftore  the 
public  credit,  and  to  provide  better  for  your  own  fecurity. 

"  They  abufe  you,  who  tell  you,  that  you  are  hardly  dealt 
by  in  the  augmentation  of  falaries.  Her  majefly's  inlVruc- 
tions,  which  I  communicated  to  you  at  our  lall  meeting, 
miglit  have  convinced  you,  that  it  was  her  tendernefs  to- 
wards her  fubjecfts  in  the  plantations,  who  fuffered  under  an 
eltablifhed  cuftom  of  making  confiderable  prefents  to  their 
governors,  by  acfts  oi'aflembly,  that  induced  lier  to  allot  to 
each  of  them  fuch  a  falary  as  fhe  judged  lufHcient  for  their 
fuppoit,  in  their  refpecftive  Itations,  with  allricfi:  prohibi- 
tion of  all  fuch  prefents  for  the  future  ;  which  inil:ru<frion 
I  has  met  with  a  chearful  and  gratefiil  compliance  in  all  the 
other  colonies. 

If  you  have  been  in  any  thing  diflinguifhed,  it  is  by  an 
extraordinary  meafure  of  her  royal  bounty  and  care.  I  hope 
J   you  will  make  fuitable  returns,  leil  fbme  infin  nations,  much 
I    repeated  of  late  years,  fhould  gain  credit  at  laft,  that  how- 
\   ever  your  refentment  has  fallen  upon  the  governor,  it  is  the 
government  you  diflike. 

It  is  neceflary,  at  this  tin^e,  that  you  be  told  alfo,  that 
giving  money  for  the  fupport  of  government,  and  difpofing 
of  i^;  at  yo'ir  pleafure,  is  the  fame  with  giving  none  at  all. 
Her  majefty  is  the  fole  judge  of  the  merits  of  her  ferv^nts. 
This  right  has  never  yet  been  difputed  at  home,  and 
fhould  I  confcntto  give  it  up  abroad,  I  fhould  render  myfelf 
unworthy,  not  only  of  tlie  truft  repofed  in  me,  but  of  the 
fociety  of  my  fellow-fubjeAs,  by  incurring  her  higheft  dif- 
pleal'ur^.  If  I  hc\ve  tired  you  b^  a  long»fpeech,  I  fhall  makq 


144 


THE  HISTORY 


amends  by  putting  you  to  the  trouble  of  a  very  fhort  an= 
fwer. 

"  Will  you  fupport  her  niajefty's  government,  in  the 
manner  fhe  has  been  pleafed  to  dii  ed:,  or  are  you  refolved 
that  burden  fliall  lie  Mil  upon  the  governor,  who  cannot 
accufe  himfelf  of  any  thing  that  may  have  deferved  this 
treatment  at  your  hands  ? 

Will  you  take  care  of  the  debts  of  the  government ;  or, 
to  increafe  my  fuiFerings,  muft  I  continue  under  the  torture 
of  the  daily  cries  of  fuch  as  have  juft  demands  upon  you, 
and  are  in  mifery,  without  the  power  of  giving  them  any 
hopes  of  relief  ? 

*^  Will  you  take  more  efFedlual  care  of  your  own  fafety, 
in  that  of  your  frontiers  ;  or  are  you  refolved  for  the  fu- 
ture to  rely  upon  the  fecurity  of  an  open  winter,  and  the 
caprice  of  your  favage  neighbours  ?  I  fhall  be  very  forry  if 
this  plainnefs  offends  you.  I  judge  it  neceflary  to  wards  the 
eftablilhing  and  cultivating  a  good  underilanding  betwixt 
ns.  I  hope  it  will  be  fo  conftrucd,  and  wifh  heartily  it  may 
have  that  effed:." 

Perplexed  with  this  remarkable  fpeech,  the  aflembly,  af- 
ter a  few  days,  concluded,  that  as  his  excellency  had  pro- 
rogued them  in  February,  while  he  was  at  Burlington,  in 
the  province  of  New-Jerfey,  they  could  not  fit  and  adl  as 
a  houfe  ;  upon  which,  they  we-  e  the  fame  day  diflblved. 

The  five  Indian  kings,  carried  to  England  by  colonel 
Schuyler,  having  feen  all  the  curioiities  in  London,  and 
been  much  entertained  by  many  perfons  of  diflindlion,  re- 
turned to  Boflon,  with  commodore  Martin  and  colonel 
Ni-holfon  ;  the  latter  of  whom  commanded  the  forces  de- 
{igned  againft  Port-Royal  and  the  coaft  of  Nova- Scotia.  In 
this  enterprife  the  New-England  colonies,  agreeable  to  their 
wonted  courage  and  loyalty,  lent  their  afliilance  ;  and  the 
redudlion  of  the  garrifon,  which  was  then  called  Annapo- 
lis-Royal, was  happily  completed  on  the  2d  of  Ocftober, 
1 710.  Animated  by  this,  and  fome  other  fucceiles  in  New- 
foundland, Nicholfon  again  urged  the  profecution  of  the 
fcheme  for  the  reducTtion  of  Canada  ;  which,  having  been 
ftrongly  recommended  by  the  Indian  chiefs,  as  the  only  ef- 
fecT;ual  means  to  fecure  the  northern  colonies,  was  now  agaia  < 
refumed. 

Towa'-ds  the  execution  of  this  projed;,  five  thoufand 
troops  from  England  and  Flanders,  were  fent  over  under 
the  command  of  brigadier  Hill,  the  brother  of  mrs.  Mafham, 
the  ijueen's  new  confidant,  on  the  djfgrace  of  the  duchefs  of " 
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Marlborough.  The  fleet  of  tranfports,  under  the  convoy  of 
fir  Hovedeii  Walker,  arrived,  after  a  month's  pafiage,  at 


which  they  expected  to  be  fupplied  there,  being  not  provid- 
ed, the  ti'oops  landed.  Nicholfon,  who  was  to  command  the 
land  forces,  came  immediately  to  New-York,  where  mr. 
Hunter  convened  the  aflembly,  on  the  2d  of  July.  The  re- 
ele(ftion  of  the  fame  members,  who  had  fervcd  in  the  lalV, 
was  a  fufficient  proof  or  the  general  aveifion  to  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  a  revenue.  Robert  Livingfton,  junior,  who  married 
the  only  daughter  of  colonel  Schuyler,  came  in  for  Albany  ; 
and,  together  with  mr.  Morris,  who  was  again  chofen  tor 
the  borough  of  Weft-Chefter,  joined  the  governor's  intei  eft. 
Brigadier  Hunter  informed  the  aflembly  of  the  intended 
expedition,  and  the  arrival  of  the  fieet  and  forces  ;  that  the 
quota  of  this  province,  fettled  by  the  council  of  war,  at 
New-London,  was  600  private  centinels  and  their  officers  : 
belides  wliich,  he  recommended  their  making  provifion  for 
building  batteaus,  tranfpoiting  the  troops  and  provilions, 
fubfifting  the  Indians,  and  for  the  contingent  charges  :  iior 
did  he  forget  to  mention  the  fupport  of  government  and  the 
public  debts. 

The  houie  was  fo  well  pleafedwith  the  defign  upon  Ca> 
nada,  that  they  voted  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  queen, 
and  fent  a  committee  to  Nicholfon,  to  congratulate  his  ar- 
rival, and  make  an  honourable  ackriovvledgment  of  his  fe- 
dulous  application  to  her  majefty  for  reducing  Canada."  In 
a  few  days  time,  an  act  v/as  palled  for  railing  forces  ;  and 
the  allembly,  by  a  refolution,  accordhig  to  the  governor's 
advice,  reltricted  the  price  of  provilions  to  certain  pai  ticu-^ 
lar  fums.  Bills  of  credit,  for  forwarding  the  expedition, 
were  now  alfo  ftruck,  to  the  amount  of  io,oocl.  to- be  funk 
in  five  years,  by  a  tax  on  eilates  real  and  perfonal.  After 
thefe  fupplies  were  granted,  the  governor  prorogued  the 
aflcmbly  ;  though  nothing  was  done  relating  to  tiie  ordi- 
nary fupport  of  government. 

While  thefe  preparations  were  making  at  New-York,  the 
fleet,  conlifting  of  twelve  men  of  war,  forty  tranfports,  and 
fix  ilore-lhips,  with  forty  horfes,  a  fine  train  of  artillery  and 
all  manner  of  warlike  ftores,  failed  for  Canada,  from  Eof- 
ton,  on  the  30th  of  July  ;  and,  about  a  month  afterwards, 
Nicholfon  appeared  at  Albany,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of 
four  thoufand  men,  raifed  in  this  and  the  colonies  of  New- 
Jerfey  and  Connecfticut :  the  feveral  regiments  being  com- 
j.ianded  by  colonel  Ingcliby,  colonel  Whiting,  and  colonel 
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Schuyler,  the  latter  of  whom  procured  600  of  the  five  na* 
tions  to  join  our  army. 

The  French,  in  Canada,  were  not  unapprifed  of  thefc 
defigns.  Vaudreuil,  the  governor  general,  fent  his  orders, 
from  Montreal,  to  the  fieur  de  Beaucourt,  to  haften  the 
works  he  was  about  at  Quebec,  and  commanded  that  all  the 
regulars  and  militia  fhould  be  held  in  readinefs  to  march  on 
the  firft  warning.  Four  or  five  hundred  Indians,  of  the  more 
diftant  nations,  arrived  at  the  fame  time  at  Montreal,  with 
meflieurs  St.  Pierre  and  Tonti,  who,  together  with  the 
Caghnuaga  profelytes,  took  up  the  hatchet  in  favour  of  the 
French.  Vaudreuil  after  difpatching  feveral  Indians  and  two 
jniflionaries  among  the  five  nations,  to  detach  them  ft-om  our 
inteicft,  went  to  Q^iiebec,  which  Beaucourt,  the  engineer, 
had  fufHciently  fortified  to  fuftam  a  long  fiege.  All  the  prin- 
cip:d  pofts  below  the  city,  on  both  fides  of  the  river,  were 
prepared  to  receive  the  Britilh  troops  in  cafe  of  their  land- 
ing. On  the  T  4th  of  Augull,  fir  Hoveden  Walker  arrived 
with  the  fleet  in  the  mouth  of  St.  Lawrence  river ;  and  fear- 
ing to  lofe  the  company  of  the  tranfports,  the  wind  blow- 
ing frefh  at  north-welt,  he  put  into  Gafpy  bay,  and  con. 
tinued  there  till  the  20th  of  the  fame  month.  Two  days  af- 
ter he  filled  from  thence,  the  fleet  was  in  the  unnofl:  dan- 
ger, for  they  had  no  foundings,  were  without  fight  of  land, 
the  wind  high  at  cafli-fouth-eait,  and  the  fky  darkened  by  a 
thick  fog.  In  thefe  circumfl:ances,  the  fleet  brought  to,  by 
the  advice  of  the  pilot*,  who  were  of  opinion,  that  if  the 
fhips  lay  vsnth  their  heads  to  the  fouthward,  they  might  be 
driven  by  the  ftream  into  the  midfl:  of  the  channel  :  but 
infliead  of  that,  in  two  hours  after,  they  found  themfelves 
on  me  north  ftiore,  among  rocks  and  iilands,  and  upon  the 
point  of  being  loft.  The  men  of  w  ar  efcaped,  but  eight 
tranfports,  containing  eight  hundred  fouls,  officers,  fol- 
diers,  and  feamen,  were  caft  away.  Two  or  three  days  beino- 
fpent,  in  recovering  what  they  could  from  the  fhore,  it  was 
determmed,  at  a  confultation  of  fea  officers,  to  return  to 
fome  bay  or  harbour,  till  afunher  refolution  could  be  taken. 
On  the  14th  of  September,  they  arrived  at  Spanifh-River 
bay,  where  a  council  of  war,  confilHng  of  land  and  fea  of- 
ficers, confidering  that  they  had  but  ten  weeks  provifion, 
and  judging  that  they  could  not  depend  upon  a  fupply 
from  New-England,  unanimoufly  concluded  to  return  home, 
without  making  any  farther  attempts  ;  and  they  according- 
ly arrived  at  Portfmouth  on  the  9th  of  OAober,  when,  in. 
addition  to  our  misfortunes,  the  Edgar,  a  70  gun  fhip,  was 
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blown  up,  having  on  board  above  four  hundred  men,  be- 
fides  many  perfons  who  came  to  vifit  then  friends. 

As  foon  as  the  marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  by  the  accoimts  6f 
the  fiihennen  and  two  other  Ihips,  had  reaibn  to  fulpectthac 
our  fleet  was  returned,  he  went  to  Chambly,  and  formed  a 
camp  of  three  thoufand  men  to  oppofe  Nichol Ton's  army^ 
intended  to  penetrate  Canada,  at  that  end.  But  he  was  foon 
informed  that  our  troops  were  returned,  upon  the  iiev,  s  oi' 
tiic  difafter  which  had  befallen  the  fleet,  and  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Albany  were  in  the  utmoft  couftiernation. 

The  new  miniftry  are  generally  cenfured  for  their  con- 
duct in  this  expedition  by  the  whigs,  who  condemn  both 
the  project  and  the  meafures  taken  towards  its  execution. 
Thefcheme  was  never  laid  before  the  parliament,  though  it 
was  then  fltting ;  but  this,  it  is  faid,  was  for  the  greater 
fecrecy,  and  for  the  fame  reafon,  the  fleet  was  not  fully 
vidtuailed  at  home.  They  relied  upon  New- England  for  fup- 
plies,  and  this  dellroyed  the  defign.  For  the  Jiiips  tarried  at 
Boflon,  till  the  feafon  for  the  attack  \v  as  over. 

According  to  lord  Harley's  account  of  this  expedition,  the 
whole  was  a  contrivance  of  Bolingbroke,  Moore,  and  ths 
lord  chancellor  Harcourt,  to  cheat  the  public  of  twenty 
thoufand  poimds.  'f  he  latter  of  thefe  was  pleal'ed  to  fay, 
*^  iNo  governmert  was  w  oith  ferving,  that  would  not  admit 
of  fuch  advantageous  jobs." 

Apprehenfive  that  the  enemy  would  fall  upon  our  bor- 
ders, as  they  afterwards  really  did,  in  fmall  parties,  upon 
the  mifcarriage  of  that  enterprife  ;  governor  Hunter  preilcd 
the  aflembly,  in  autumn,  to  continue  a  number  of  men  in 
pay  the  enfuing  winter,  and  to  repair  the  out-forts.  After 
tlie  houfe  had  pafled  leveral  votes  to  this  purjiol'e,  his  ex- 
cellency, during  the  feHion,  went  up  to  Albany,  to  withdraw 
the  forces  of  the  colony,  and  give  orders  for  the  neceflary 
repairs. 

The  public  debts,  by  this  unfortunate  expedition,  were 
become  greatly  enhanced,  and  the  ailembly,  at  lall,  enter- 
ed upon  meafures  for  the  fupport  of  the  government,  and 
fent  rp  to  the  council  feveral  bills  for  that  purpose.  The 
latter  attempted  to  make  amendments,  which  the  oiiier 
would  not  admit,  and  a  warm  coritroverfy  arofe  between 
thofe  two  brandies  of  the  legiflature.  The  council  aiiigneil 
inftances,  that  amendments  had  formerly  been  allowed  ? 
and,  befidesthis  argument,  draw  n  from  pr  ecedent,  iniided 
fhat  they  were  a  part  of  the  Icfgiiiuure,  conilitaced  as  the 
aflembiy  were,  ^'  by  the  mere  grace  of  the  Cx  own  adJing 
tJiat  the  lords  of  trade  had  derermmed  the  matter  iu  their 
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favour.  The  honfe  neverthelefs,  adhered  to  their  refolutions^y 
and  anfwered  in  thefe  words  : 

' Tis  true,  the  fliare  the  council  have  (if  any)  in  the  le- 
giflation,  does  not  flow  from  any  title  tliey  have  from  the 
na.are  of  that  board,  which  is  only  to  advife  ;  or  from  their 
being  anothc*  cliftincl;  itaie,  or  rank  of  people  in  the  confti- 
turion,  which  rhey  are  not,  being  all  commons  j  but  only 
from  the  mere  pleafare  of  the  prince,  lignified  in  the  com- 
mifiion.  On  the  contrary,  the  inherent  light  the  aflembly 
have  to  difpofe  of  the  money  of  the  freemen  of  this  colony, 
does  not  proceed  from  any  commiffion,  letters  patent,  or 
other  gran:  from  the  crov/n  ;  but  from  the  free  choice  and 
election  of  jhe  people,  who  ought  not  to  be  di veiled  of 
rheir  property  ^nor  juftly  can)  without  their  confent.  Any 
former  condefcenlions,  of  other  aiiemblies,  will  not  pres- 
cribe to  the  council,  a  privilege  to  make  any  of  thofe  amend- 
ments, and  cherevbre  they  have  it  not.  If  the  lords  com- 
miilioners  for  trade  and  plantations,  did  conceive  no  reafon 
why  the  council  fhonld  not  have  right  to  amend  money 
bills,  this  is  fir  from  oontlading  there  are  none.  The  aflem- 
bly underftand  them  very  well,  and  are  fufficiently  con- 
vinced of  the  necefliry  they  are  in,  no:  to  admit  of  any  en- 
croachment fomuch  to  their  prejudice.'' 

Both  houfes  adhered  obilinately  to  their  refpe(flive  opini- 
ons :  in  confequence  of  which,  the  public  debts  remained 
unp^dd,  though  his  excellency  could  not  omit  pafling  a  bill 
fo  -  paying  lo  himfelf  '^ii^o  ounces  of  plate. 

upon  the  return  of  the  fleet,  Dudley,  Saltonfl:al,  and 
Cranilon.  the  governors  of  the  eafl:ern  colonies,  formed  a 
defign  of  engaging  the  Ave  nations  in  a  rupture  with  the 
French,  and  wrote  on  that  head  to  mr.  Hunter;  who,  fuf- 
picious  that  his  adembly  would  not  approve  of  any  project 
that  might  increafe  the  public  debts,  laid  their  letter  before 
the  houfe,  and,  according  to  his  expedtations,  the'y  declar- 
ed againit  the  fcheme. 

Abo't  this  time  colonel  Hunter,  by  the  advice  of  his 
council,  began  to  exercife  the  oflice  of  chancellor,  having, 
0:1  die  4th  of  Ofcober,  appointed  meflieurs  Van  Dam  and 
Pnilipfc,  maders,  mr.  Whileman,  regider,  mr.  Harrifon, 
examine',  and  meflieurs  Sharpas  an.d  Bronghton,  clerks. 
A  proclamatToa  was  then  iflued,  to  flgnify  the  Acting  of  the 
court  on  T  lurfday  in  every  week.  This  gave  rife  to  thefe 
two  refol  acions  of  the  houfe. 

^  efolved,  that  the  erecfting  a  court  of  chancery,  with- 
out coiifent  in  general  aflembly^  is  contrary  to  law,  with- 
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out  precedent,  and  of  dangerous  confequences  to  the  liberty 
and  property  of  the  fubjects. 

"  That  the  eftablifhing  fees,  without  confent  in  general 
aflembly,  is  contrary  to  law."  The  council  made  thele  votes 
the  fubjeiit  of  part  of  a  long  reprefentation,  which  they 
Ihortiy  after  tranfmitted  to  the  lords  of  trade,  who,  in  a 
letter  to  the  governor,  in  anfwer  to  it,  approved  of  his  e- 
recfting  a  court  of  equity,  and  blamed  the  allembly  ;  adding, 
*^  That  her  majefty  has  an  undoubted  right  of  appointing 
fuch,  and  fo  many  courts  of  judicature,  in  the  plantati- 
ons, as  (lie  fliall  think  necejlary  for  the  diilribution  of 
juftice." 

At  the  next  meeting,  in  May  1 712,  colonel  Hunter  flrong- 
ly  recommended  the  public  debts  to  the  conli.lei  ation  of 
the  aflembly,  informing  them,  that  the  lords  of  trade 
had  fignified  their  opinion,  with  refpe(ft  to  the  amending 
money  bills,  in  favour  of  the  council.  The  houfe  negletited 
the  matters  laid  before  them,  and  the  governor  broke  up 
the  felhons  by  a  fhort  prorogation  of  three  days.  After 
which  they  foon  pafled  an  adt  for  paying  his  excellency 
8025;  ounces  of  plate.  Our  public  affairs  never  wore  a  more 
melancholy  afpev^t  than  at  this  juncture. 

Among  the  five  nations  many  emiflaries  from  the  French 
were  daily  feducing  them  from  the  Rritifh  intereft,  and  our 
late  ill  fuccefsgave  Tuch  a  powerful  influence  to  their  fblici- 
tatious,  that  the  Indians  even  at  Catt's  Kill  fcnt  a  belt  of 
Wampum  to  thofe  in  Duchefs  county,  to  prepare  for  a  war. 
The  Senecas  and  Shawanas  were  alfo  grearly  difafFedted  : 
and  it  was  generally  apprehended  that  they  would  fall  upon 
the  inhabitants  along  Hudfbn's  river.  An  invufioji  was 
ftrongly  fufpedted,  byfea,  on  the  city  of  New-York,  where 
they  had  been  alainned,  in  April,  by  an  infurrcc'tion  of  the 
,  negroes  ;  who,  in  execution  of  a  plot  to  fet  fire  to  the  towai, 
had  burnt  down  a  houfe  in  the  night,  and  killed  feveml 
people  who  came  to  extinguifli  the  fire,  for  which  nineteen 
of  them  were  afterwards  executed.  But  diftrefied  as  the  co- 
lony then  was,  the  aflembly  were  inflexibly  averfe  to  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  revenue,  which  had  fonnerly  been 
wickedly  mifappiied  and  cxhaufted.  At  the  enfuing  fcffion, 
in  the  fall,  colonel  Hunter  propofed  a  fcheme  to  the  aflem- 
bly, which  was,  in  fubftance,  that  the  receiver- general 
iliould  give  fecurity,  rcfiding  in  the  colony,  for  the  due 
execution  of  his  office  ;  and,  every  quarter,  account,  to  the 
governor  and  council,  for  the  fums  he  might  receive.  That 
the  creditors  of  the  go:v  eminent  fhoiUd^^  every  tijJieamciiths, 
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deliver  in  their  demands  to  the  governor  and  council 
when,  if  that  quarter's  revenue  equalled  the  amount  of  fuch; 
debts,  the  governor,  by  the  advice  of  council,  Ihould  draw 
for  it  ;  but  if  the  revenue,  for  that  quarter,  ihould  fall  fliort 
of  tSie  governor's  demands  ;  then  the  warrants  were  to  be 
drawn  for  fo  much  only  as  remained,  and  the  creditors 
ihould  afterv/ards  receive  new  drafts  for  their  balances  in 
the  next  quarter.  That  no  warrant  fliould  be  iflued,  until 
the  quarterly  account  of  the  revenue  was  given  in  ;  but 
that  then  they  fliould  be  paid  in  courfe,  and  an  acftion  of 
debt  be  given  againft  the  receiver-general  in  cafe  of  refufal. 
That  he  fhoulJ  account  alfo  to  the  aHembly  when  required, 
and  permit  all  pcrfons  to  have  recourfe  to  his  books.  The 
houfe  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  this  plauiible  projedl,  and,  dif- 
pleafecl  with  a  letter  from  the  lords  of  trade,  favouring  the 
council's  claim  to  amend  money  bills,  they  agreed  upon  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  queen,  protefting  their  willingnefs to  fupport  her 
government,  complaining  of  mifapplications  in  thetreafury, 
intimating  their  fufpicions  that  they  were  mifreprefented, 
and  praying  an  inftrud;ion  to  the  governor  to  give  his  con- 
fent  to  a  law,  for  fupporting  an  agent  to  reprefent  them  at: 
the  court  of  Great  Britain.  Provoked  by  this  condudl,  and 
to  put  an  end  to  the  difputes  fubfifting  between  the  two 
houfes,  his  excellency  diflolved  the  aflembly. 

Before  the  meeting  of  the  next  aflembly,  the  peace 
of  Utrecht  was  concluded,  on  the  31ft  of  March,  171 3. 
A  peace,  in  the  judgment  of  many,  diflionourable  to  Great- 
Britain,  and  injurious  to  her  allies.  I  fhall  only  confider  it 
with  relation  to  our  Indian  affairs.  The  reader  doubtlefs 
obferved,  that  lord  Bellamont,  after  the  peace  at  Ryfwick, 
contended  with  the  governor  of  Canada,  that  the  five  na- 
tions ought  to  be  confidered  as  fubjecls  of  the  Britifh  crorwn, 
and  that  the  point  was  difputed  even  after  the  death  of, 
tount  Frontenac.  It  does  not  appear  that  any  deciiion  of 
that  matter  was  made  between  the  two  crowns,  till  the  trea- 
ty of  Utrecht,  the  XVth  article  of  which  is  in  thefe  words  : 
The  fnbjedis  of  France  inhabiting  Canada,  and  others, 
Hiall  hereafter  give  no  hindrance  or  moleftation  to  the  five, 
nat'ons,  or  cantons  of  Indians,  fubjed:  to  the  dominion  of 
Great-Britain,  nor  to  the  other  nations  of  America  who  ar& 
friends  to  the  fame.  In  like  manner,  the  fubjedis  of  Great- 
Britain  fliall  behave  themfelves  peaceably  towards  the  A- 
mericans,  who  are  fubjedts  or  friends  to  France  ;  and  on 
both  fides,  they  fhall  enjoy  full  liberty  of  going  and  coming 
on  account  of  trade.  Alfo  the  natives  of  thefe  countries  fhall, 
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vvkh  the  fame  liberty^  refort,  as  they  pleafe,  to  the  Britifh 
and  French  colonies,  for  promothig  trade  on  one  fide  and 
the  other,  withont  any  moleftation  or  hindrance,  either  ou 
the  part  of  the  Britifh  fubjecfts,  or  of  the  French.  But  it  is 
to  be  exaetly  and  diftintftly  fettled  by  connniflaries,  wlio 
are,  and  who  ought  to  be,  accounted  the  fubjects  of  Britain 
or  of  France.'' 

In  confcquence  of  this  treaty,  the  Britifh  crown  became 
entitled,  atleaft  for  any  claun  that  could  juflly  be  imeri)of- 
ed  by  the  French,  to  the  fovereignty  over  the  country  of 
the  five  nations,  concerning  the  extent  of  which,  as  it  never 
was  adjufted  by  commiilaries,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
fay  a  few  words. 

When  the  Dutch  began  the  fettlemcnt  of  this  country, 
all  the  Indians  on  Long-Ifland,  and  the  northern  fliore  of 
the  found,  on  the  banks  of  Connecticut,  Hudron's,Dclaware, 
and  Sufquehanna  rivers,  were  in  fubjec^ion  to  the  five  nati- 
ons ;  and,  witliin  the  memory  of  perfons  now  living,  ac- 
knowledged it  by  the  payment  of  an  annual  tribute  The 
French  hiftorians  of  Canada,  both  ancient  and  modern, 
agree,  that  the  more  north eni  Indians  were  driven  before 
the  fuperior  martial  prowefs  of  the  confederates.  The  au- 
thor of  the  book  entitled,  Relation  de  ce  qui  s'efl  pajfe  de  plus 
remarquablc  anx  miffi-on  de  peres  di  la  C07iipagnie  de  Ji'fiSy  eii 
la  nouvelle  France,  publifhed  with  the  privilege  of  the 
French  king,  at  Paris,  in  1661, writes  with  fuch  lingular  iijn- 
plicity,  as  obviates  the  leall  fufpicion  of  thofe  finifler 
views,  fo  remarkable  in  the  late  French  hiftorics.  He  in- 
forms us,  that  all  the  northern  Indians,  as  far  as  Hudfon's 
bay,  were  harrafled  by  the  five  nations.  Partout  (fays  he, 
fpeaking  in  the  name  of  the  miflionaries)  jtous-  trorwons 
Iroquoify  qui,  covnne  un  phantoms  tjuportun,  nous  obfede  e?i 
tons  lieux.'*  In  the  account  he  gives  of  the  travels  of  a  fa- 
ther, in  1658,  we  are  told,  that  the  banks  of  the  upper  lake 
were  lined  with  the  Algonkins,  ou  la  crainte  des  Iroquois 
leur  a  fait  chercher  un  afjle.'"  Writing  of  the  Hurons,  la 
nation  la  plus  fedentairc  &  la  plus  propre  pour  les  fe^nences  ds 
la  foif'  he  reprefenfs  them  as  totally  deflroyed  by  the  con- 
federates. Charlevoix,  whofe  hiftory  of  New  France  is  cal- 
culated to  countenance  the  encroachments  of  the  French, 


*  A  little  tribe,  fettled  at  the  fugar-loaf  mountain  iii 
Orange  county,  to  this  day  make  a  yearly  payment  of  aboij|; 
20I.0  to  the  Mohawks, 
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gives  the  following  delcription  of  the  territory  of  the  con- 
federates. 

X  iit  country  of  the  Iroquois  (fays  he)  extends  itfelf  be- 
tween the  4 1  it  and  44th  degrees  of  north  latitude,  about  70 
or  80  leagues  from  call  to  welt,  from  the  head  of  the  river, 
Jjearing  ibr  iis  name  that  of  R.iclilieu  and  Sorelf  ;  that  is, 
fiom  lake  St.  Sacrament  to  Niagara,  and  a  little  above  forty 
leagiies  from  north  to  fouth,  or  rather  north  eaft  andfouth- 
weit  iVom  the  head  of  the  Mohawks  river  to  the  rivei  Ohio. 
Thus  the  lart  mentioned  river  and  Penrifylvania  bound  it 
on  the  fouth.  th€  well  it  has  lake  Ontario  ;  and  lake 
Erie  on  the  north- n\  eft  ;  St.  Sacrament  and  the  river  St, 
Lawrence  on  the  north ;  on  the  Ibuth  and  fouth-eaft,  the 
provmce  of  New-'i^ork.  It  is  watered  with  many  rivers. 
The  land  is  in  fbme  places  broken,  but,  generally  fpeaking, 
very  fertile." 

In  tnis  paitial  defcriprioir,  the  jefuit  is  neither  confiftent 
with  his  geographer,  nor  feveial  other  French  authors; 
;andyet  both  his  hiftory  and  mr.  Brellin's  maps,  in  1744*, 
which  nre  bound  up  with  it,  furnifli  many  ftrong  evidences 
in  favour  of  the  Britifli  claims.  I  will  point  out  a  few  in- 


-j-  The  river  ifliiing  from  lake  Cham  plain,  is  called. 
Riviere  des  Iroquois  de  Richelieu  &  Sorel  :  but  the  lalt  is 
now  moft  commonly  ufed. 

*  lir.  Eellin  publifhed  a  new  fet  of  maps  in  1 745,  the 
firil  plate  being  thought  too  favourable  to  our  claims,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  protraftion  of  the  north  fide  of  the  bay  of  Fun- 
dy,  for  Nova  Scotia,  which,  in  the  fecond  plate,  was  called 

the  fouth  part  of  New  France."  General  Shirley,  one  of 
the  Britilh  commiflaries  for  fettling  the  difputed  limits, 
took  occalion  to  fpeak  of  this  alteration  to  mr.  Bell  in  at 
Paris,  and  informed  him  that  100  copies  of  his  firft  maps 
Avere  difperfed  in  London,  upon  which  he  difcovei"^d  fome 
furpril'e  ;  but  inftead  of  urging  any  thing  in  fupport  of  the 
variation  in  his  new  draft,  faid,  fmiling,  we  in  France 
n.aft  follow  the  command  of  the  monarch."  I  mention  this 
to  fhow,  that  fince  the  French  government  interpofes  in  the 
conftru^tion  of  their  maps,  they  are  proper  evidenceagainft 
them.  Among  the  iinglifh,  dr.  Mitchel's  is  the  only  authen- 
tic one  extant.  None  of  the  reft,  concerning  America,  have 
pafl'ed  under  the  examination,  or  received  the  fand.ion  of 
any  pitblic  board  ;  and,  for  this  reafon,  they  ought  not  to 
be  conftrued  to  our  prejudice.  Add^  that  they  generally  copy 
from  the  French. 
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ftances.  The  ancient  country  of  the  Hurofts  is  laid  down  cdri 
the  north  fide  of  lake  Erie,  by  which  we  are  afcert-aiiLed  of 
the  extent  of  territory,  to  wiiich  the  five  nations  a"'-e  enti- 
tled by  their  conqaslt  of  that  people.   The  right  of  the 
confederates  to  the  fouth  fide  of  thar  lalve,  is  alio  eibablilh- 
ed  by  their  difperfion  of  the  Cac  Indians,  to  whom  it  origin- 
ally belonged.  The  land,  on  both  fides  of  the  lake  Ontario, 
is  admitted  to  be  theirs  by  this  geographer,  who  writes  on 
the  north,      Les  Iroquois  du  nord,"  and  on  the  foiuh  fide^, 
^*  Pays  des  Iroquois."  Hennepin,  la  Hontan,  and  Deliile, 
all  concur  with  Bellin,  in  expending  tiie  right  of  the  five 
nations,  to  the  lands  on  the  nortti  fide  of  lake  Ontario.  The 
|irit  of  thefe,  befides  what  appears  from  his  map,  fjicaki^i^ 
of  tliat  lake,  has  thefe  words,      There  avelikewifc  on  the 
north  fide,  thefe  Iroquois  villages,  Tcjaj-abon,  Kente^  ai\d 
Ganneoufle      every  one  of  wiiich  is  laid  down  even  in 
jBellin's,  and  almoil  all  tlve  maps  1  have  feenof  that  country 
whether  French  or  EngUfh.  What  rendeis  Hennepin's  ac- 
count the  more  remarkable,  is,  that  thefe  villages  were  there 
in  1679,  feven  years  after  the  erection  of  fort  Frontenac. 
From  whence  it  may  fairly  be  argued,  that  their  not  oppo- 
nng  thole  works,  was  by  no  means  a  celiion  of  the  country 
to  the  French  ;  and  indeed  Charlevoix  himfelf  reprelents 
that  matter  as  carried  on  by  a  fraud,  for,  fays  he,  <^  under 
pretext  of  feeking  their  advantage,  the  governor  had  no- 
thing in  view,  qw  ds  Ics  Un'ir  e?i  brid^.'''' 

To  thefe  attellations,  which  are  the  more  to  be  depended 
upon,  becaufe  they  are  given  by  the  French  wTiters,  whofe 
partiality  leads  them  to  confine  the  five  nations  to  contra<fted 
limits*,  we  may  add,  that  our  Indians  univerfally  concur  in 
the  claim  of  all  the  lands,  not  fold  to  the  Englilli,  from  the 
niouth  of  Sorel  river,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  lakes  Erie 
and  Ontario,  on  both  fides  of  the  Ohio,  till  it  falls  into  the 
Milfiflippi ;  and  on  the  north  fide  of  thofe  lakes,  that  whole 
territory  between  the  Outawais  river  and  the  lake  Huron, 


*  Mr.  Bellin  was  engineer  of  the  marine,  and  tells  us, 
that  Charlevoix  performed  his  travels  in  this  country,  by 
order  of  the  French  court ;  that  he  was  a  man  of  attention 
and  curiofity,  and  had  a  determined  refolution  to  colled;  all 
poffible  intelligence,  which  he  defigned  to  make  public. 
To  give  the  greater  credit  to  the  jefuit's  hiitory  and  his  own 
map,  he  adds,  that  Charlevoix  v.  as  never  without  the  in- 
ftruments  proper  fpr  a  voyager,  ^'  part  out  la  huffoU  a  la 
main,** 
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and  even  beyond  the  ftreights  between  that  and  lake  Erie, 
This  laft  trad:,  and  the  land  on  the  north  fide  of  the  lakes 
Erie  and  Ontario,  were  contained  in  their  furrender  to 
king  William,  in  1 701  ;  of  v/hich  I  took  notice  in  its  proper 
|ilace  :  and  doubtlefs  to  that,  and  lord  Bellamont's  contefk 
with  count  Fronteiiac,  we  muft  afcribe  it,  that  the  five  nati- 
ons were  afterwards  fo  particularly  taken  notice  of  in  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht. 

The  Britifh  title  to  fort  P'rontenac,  and  the  lands  on  the 
north-weft  fide  of  Cadaracqui  river,  has  of  late  been  drawn 
into  queftion  by  fome,  who,  from  jealoufy,  or  other  motives 
equally  fhameful,  were  bent  upon  finding  fault  with  every 
meafure  planned  by  general  Shirley.  The  advocates  for  the 
French  claim,  relied  much  on  a  late  map  of  the  middle 
Britifh  colonies,  and  two  pamphlets  publifhed  by  Lewis 
Evans. 

The  French,"  fays  he,  being  in  pofTeffion  of  fort 
Frontenac,  at  the  peace  of  K-yfwick,  which  they  attained 
during  their  war  with  the  confederates,  gives  them  an  un- 
doubted title  to  the  acquifition  of  the  north- wefl  fide  of  St. 
Lawrence  river,  from  thence  to  their  fettlement  atMontreal." 
The  writer  adds  ;  <Mt  was  upon  the  faith  and  honour  of 
king  William's  promife  (by  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Ryfwick)  of  not^  difturbing  the  French  king  in  the  free 
pofleflion  of  the  kingdoms,  countries,  lands,  or  dominions  he 
then  enjoyed,  that  1  fald  the  French  had  an  undoubted  title 
to  their  acquifition  of  the  north -wefl  fide  of  St.  Lawrence 
river,  from  Frontenac  to  Montreal.'- 

Whether  the  treaty  ought  to  be  confidered,  as  having 
any  relation  to  this  matter,  is  a  queftion  which  I  fhall  not 
take  upon  me  to  determine.  The  map-maker  fuppofes  it  to 
be  applicable,  and,  for  the  prefent,  I  grant  it.  The  Xllth 
article  of  this  treaty  is  in  thcfe  words  :  "  Them  oft  chriftian 
king  fhall  reftore  to  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  all  countries, 
iflands,  forts,  and  colonies,  wherefeoevr  fituated,  which  the 
^nglifh  did  poflefs  before  the  declaration  of  the  prefent 
war  And  in  like  manner,  the  king  of  Great-Britain  fhall 
reftore  to  the  moft  chriflian  king,  all  countries,  iflands, 
forts,  and  colonies,  wherefoever  fituated,  which  the 
French  did  poflefs  before  the  faid  declaration  of  war."  If 
therefore  the  Britifh  fubjecTts  were  in  pofleflion  of  fort  Fron- 
tenac at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  French,  who 
attained  it  during  its  continuance,  according  to  this  treaty, 
ought  to  have  furrendered  it  to  the  Britifli  crown. 

Whatever  the  French  title  to  fort  Frontenac  might  have 
been,  antecedent  to  the  year  i688|  in  which  the  ifland  of 
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Montreal  was  invaded  by  the  five  nations,  it  is  c'ertain,  that 
it  was  then  abandoned,  and  that  the  Indians  entered  it,  and 
demolifhed  a  great  part  of  the  works*.  But  tlie  author  of 
the  map  affirms,  that  the  Englilh  did  not  poiTefs  foit  Fron- 
tenac  before  the  declaration  of  war  terminated  by  the  peace 
of  Ryfwick.''  To  which  I  reply,  that  the  Indians  acquired  a 
title  in  1688,  either  by  conqueft^  or  derelidion,  or  both; 
and  that  the  crown  of  Great- Britain  had  a  right  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  their  acquifition,  in  viitue  of  its  fovereignty 
over  the  five  cantons.  That  they  were  our  dependents,  was 
ftrongly  and  often  infilled  upon  by  governor  Dongan  and 
lord  Bellamont,  and  the  point  remained  ful^  juJics,  till  the 
treaty  of  Utreclit.Then  a  decifion  was  folemnly  made  in  our 
favour,  which  looks  back,  as  the  determination  of  all  dif- 
putes  do,  at  lead  as  far  as  the  firft  rife  of  the  controverfy ; 
poflerior  to  which,  and  prior  to  king  William's  war,  his 
Indian  fubjects  obtained  the  pofleflion  of  the  fort  in  quefti- 
onf .  Whence  I  think  it  may  be  fairly  deduced,  if  we  take 
the  treaty  of  Ryfwick  for  our  rule,  that  fort  Frontenac, 
which  was  regained  by  the  French  during  their  war  with  us, 
wight  to  have  been  furrendered  to  the  Britifli  crown.  Every 
public  ti-anfac^tion  between  the  French  and  the  five  nations^ 
without  the  paiticipation  of  the  government  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, fince  the  Indians  were  claimed  as  our  dependents,  is 
perhaps  abfolutely  void,  and  particularly  the  treaty  of  peace 
made  between  the  Indians  and  the  chevalier  de  Callieres, 
after  the  death  of  count  FrontenacJ. 


*  Le  fort  dc  Catarocouy  etoit  evacue  ij  mini.  Chart. 

f  The  five  nations  entered  the  fort  in  1688,  and  the  war 
agaiiiil  France  was  not  proclaimed  till  May  1689. 

:|:  Evans's  map  and  firll  pamphlet,  or  analyfis,  were  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  fummer  1755,  and  that  part  in  favour  of  the 
French  claim  to  Frontenac,  was  attacked  by  two  papers  in 
the  New  York  Mercury,  in  Jan.  1756.  Tliis  occafioned  his 
publication  of  the  fecond  pamphlet  the  next  fjiring,  in 
which  he  endeavours  to  fupport  his  map.  He  w^as  a  man  in 
low  circumllances,  in  his  temper  precipitate,  of  violent 
paflions,  great  vanity,  and  rude  manners.  He  pretended  to 
the  knowledge  of  every  thing,  and  yet  had  very  little  leani- 
ing.  By  his  inqiiifitive  turn,  he  filled  his  head  with  a  confi- 
derable  coUec^tion  of  materials;  and  a  perfon  of  more  judg- 
ment than  he  had,  might,  for  a  few  days,  receive  advan- 
tages from  his  converfation.  He  piqued  liimfelf  much  upon 
his  two  map3,  which  are  hov/ever  j>>flly  chargeable  with 
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The  poffeffiori  of  any  pait  of  the  country  of  the  five  nati>5 
ons  by  the  French,  either  before  or  iince  the  clofe  of  queen 
Anne's  war,  cannot  prejudice  the  Britifh  title,  becaufe  the 
treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  renews  and  confirms  that  execut- 
ed at  Utrecht  in  171??  and  exprefsly  ftipulates  that  the 
dominions  of  the  contracting  parties  fliall  be  in  the  fame 
condition,  which  they  ought  of  right  to  have  been  in  be- 
fore the  late  war."  Comniiltaries  were  foon  after  appointed 
to  adjuft:  the  controverted  limits,  who  accordingly  met  at 
Paris,  and  continued  the  negociation,  till  the  French  king 
perfidioufiy  feized  upon  feveral  parts  of  Nova- Scotia,  or  A- 
cadia,  the  fetdement  of  the  bounds  of  which,  was  part  of 
the  very  bufinefs  of  the  commiflaries.  This  gave  rife  to  the 
prefent  operations,  and  the  Icsngeft  fword  will  determine  the 
controverfy. 

Brigadier  Hunter  was  difappointed  in  his  expe(ftatiQniS 
ttpon  the  late  diflblution ;  for  though  the  eleAions  were 
very  hot,  and  feveral  new  members  came  in,  yet  the  majori- 
ty were  in  the  intereft  of  the  late  aflembly,  and  on  the  2  7th 
of  May,  1 71 3,  chofc  mr.  Nicoli  into  the  chair.  The  gover- 
nor fpake  to  them  with  great  plainnefs,  informing  them, 
that  it  would  be  in  vain  to  endeavour  to  lodge  the  money 
allotted  for  the  fapport  of  government,  in  an}  other  than 
the  hands  of  the  queen's  officers.  "  Neverthelefs,"  fays  he, 
'^ifyouavefo  refolved,  you  may  put  the  country  to  the 
expenfe  of  a  treafurer,  for  the  cuftody  of  money  raifed  for 
extraordinary  ufes."  He  added,  that  he  was  refolved  to  pafs 
no  law,  till  provifion  was  made  for  the  government.  The 
members  were  therefore  reduced  to  the  dilemma  of  palling 
a  bill  for  that  purpofe,  or  breaking  up  immediately.  They 
chofe  the  former,  and  the  governor  gave  his  afient  to  that, 
and  an  excife  bill  on  ftrong  liquors,  which  continues  to  this 
day,  producuig  into  the  treafary  about  one  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum.   After  a  Ihort  recefs,  feveral  other  laws 


many  errors.  His  ignorance  of  language  is  evident,  both  in 
them  and  the  two  pamphlets  of  his  analyhs,  the  laft  of  which 
is  ftufted  with  groundlefs  afperlions  on  general  Shirley, 
who  deferves  fo  well  from  thefe  colonies,  that  on  that  ac- 
count, and  to  v»7eaken  the  authority  of  a  map  prejudicial 
to  his  majefty's  rights,  I  beg  the  reader's  excufe  for  this  in- 
fracT:ion  of  the  old  rule,  de.  imrtu'is  nil  'ntfi  bojium.  He  died 
at  New^York,  "[une  12,  1756,  under  an  arreft  for  a  gro/s 
iiander,  uttered  againft  mr.  Morris,  the  governor  of  Penn- 
fjdvania. 
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were  enaAed  in  the  fall.  But  the  dehts  of  the  government- 
ilill  remained  unnoticed,  till  the  fammer  of  the  year  171 4, 
A  long  feffion  was  then  almoil  entirely  devoted  to  that 
iingle  affair.  Incredible  were  the  numbers  of  the  public 
creditors.  New  demands  were  every  day  made.  Petitions 
came  m  from  all  quarters,  and  even  foi  debts  cent:  acted 
before  the  revolution.  Theiramount  was  near  twenty  eight 
thoafand  pounds.  To  pay  this  prodigious  fum,  recourfe 
was  had  to  the  circulation  of  bills  of  credit  to  that  value. 
Thefe  were  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  province  trcafurer, 
and  ifllied  by  him  only,  according  to  the  dire(itions  of  the 
iict. 

The  news  of  the  queen's  death  an-iving  in  the  enfuing 
fall,  a  diflblution  enfued  of  courfe ;  and  a  new  houfe  met 
in  May,  1715,  which  contitiued  only  to  the  2tftof  July. 
For  the  governor  being  now  determined  to  fubdue  thole, 
whom  he  could  not  allure,  again  diflblved  the  aflembly.  He 
fucceeded  in  his  defign,  for  though  mr.  Nicoll  was  re-ele(fl- 
ed  into  the  chair  on  the  9th  of  June,  1716,  yet  we  plainly 
perceive,  by  the  harmony  introduced  between  the  leveial 
branches  of  the  legiflature,  tliat  the  majority  of  the  houle 
were  now  in  the  intereft  of  the  governor. 

An  incontellible  evidence  of  their  good  underftanding, 
appeared  at  the  feHion  in  autumn,  171 7,  when  the  governor 
informed  them  of  a  memorial,  which  had  been  fent  home^ 
i  efleJling  upon  lijs  adminiltration.  The  houfe  immediately 
voted  an  addrefs  to  him,  which  was  conceived  in  terms 
of  the  utmoft  refpecl,  teftifying  their  abhorrence  of  the 
memorial,  as  a  falfe  and  malicious  libel.  It  was  fuppoled  to 
be  written  by  Mulford,  a  reprefentative  for  Suffolk  county, 
who  always  oppofed  the  meafures  that  were  taken  to  pre- 
ferve  the  friend fhip  of  the  five  nations,  and  foolilhly  pro- 
jecled  a  fcheme  to  cut  them  off.  It  was  printed  in  England, 
and  delivered  to  the  members  at  the  door  of  the  houfe  oi 
commons,  but  never  had  the  author's  intended  efFed:. 

It  was  at  this  meeting,  the  council,  on  the  ^ift  of  Oclo- 
ber,  fent  a  mefliige  by  mr.  Alexander,  then  deputy  fecreta- 
ry,  to  the  hoiife,  defirino;  them  to  appoint  proper  per- 
fons,  for  running  the  diviiion  line  between  this  colony  and 
the  province  of  New-Terfey,  his  excellency  being  allured 
the  legiflature  of  the  province  of  New- J erfey  wHl  bear  half 
the  expenfe  thereof."  The  aflembly  had  a  bill  before  them, 
at  that  time,  which  afterwards  pafi'ed  into  a  law,  for  the 
payment  of  the  remaining  debts  of  the  government,  amount- 
nig  to  many  thoafand  pounds  ;  in  wliich,  afcar  a  recital  •£ 
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the  ge-tieral  reafons,  for  afcertaining  the  limits  between 
New- York  and  New- Jerfey  on  the  one  ftde,  and  Connecti- 
cut on  the  other,  a  claafe  was  added,  to  defray  the  expenfe 
of  thofe  fervices.  Seven  hundred  and  fifty  ounces  of  plate 
were  enavfted  "  to  be  iil'jed  by  warrant,  under  the  hand  and 
feal  of  die  governor  of  this  province  for  the  time  being,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  his  majefty's  council,  iii 
filch  parts  andpoitions  as  {hall  be  reqiiifice  for  that  fersice, 
when  the  furvey,  afcertaining,  and  running  the  faid  line, 
limit,  and  boundary,  fhall  be  begun,  and  carried  on,  by  the 
matual  confenr  and  agreement  of  his  excellency  and  coun- 
cil of  this  province,  and  the  proprietors  of  the  foil  of  the 
faid  province  of  New-Jerfey."  According  to  this  law,  the 
line  agreed  on  by  the  furvey ors  and  commiffionei*s  of 
each  colony  was  to  be  conclufive."  Another  fum  was  alfo 
provided  by  the  fame  claafe,  for  runnmg  the  line  between 
Ne  w- York  and  Connecticut ;  and  in  the  year,  171 9,  an  act 
"was  pafled  for  the  fertlement  of  that  limit,  of  which  I 
foail  have  occalion  to  take  notice  in  a  fucceeding  adminif- 
tration. 

Whether  it  was  becaufe  mr.  Nicoll  was  difguited  with 
the  governor's  p!-evailing  intereft  in  the  houfe,  or  to  his 
ir.firm  ftate  of  health,  that  he  defired,  by  a  letter  to  the 
general  aiTembly,  on  the  i8th  of  May,  171S,  to  be  difcharg- 
ed  from  the  fpeaker's  place,  is  uncertain.  His  requeft  was 
readily  g -anted,  and  Robert  Livingfton,  efq.  chofen  in  his 
ftead.  The  concord  between  the  governor  and  this  aflembly, 
was  now  wound  up  to  its  highelt  pitch.  Inftead  of  other  evi- 
dences of  it,  I  fhall  lay  before  the  reader  his  laft  fpeech  to 
the  houfe  on  the  24th  of  June  1719,  and  their  addrefs  in 
anfwer  to  it. 

Gentlemen, 

"  1  have  now  fent  for  you,  that  you  may  be  w-itnefles  to 

my  afient  to  the  acls  pafled  by  the  genercl  aflembly  in  this 
fefiion.  I  hope  that  what  remains  unfinifhed,  may  be  per- 
fected by  to-morrow,  when  I  intend  to  put  a  clofe  to  this 
fellior. 

"  I  take  this  opportunity  rdfo  to  acquaint  you,  that  my 
late  uncertain  ftate  of  health,  the  care  of  my  little  family, 
.and  my  private  affairs,  on  the  other  lide,  have  at  lafb  de- 
termined me,  to  make  ufe  of  that  licenfe  of  abfence,  which 
has  been  fomc  time  ago  fo  gracioufly  granted  me  ;  but  svitli 
a  fi-m  refolution  to  return  to  you  again,  if  it  is  his  majefty's 
pleafure  that  I  (ho aid  do  fo  :  but  if  that  proves  otherwife, 
1  alllire  you  that  whilft  I  live,  I  ihall  be  w^rcliful  and  induf- 
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trious  to  promote  the  intereft  and  welfare  of  this  country, 
.of  which  1  think  I  am  inider  the  ftrongefl.  obligations,  for 
the  future,  to  account  myfelf  a  countryman. 

"  I  look  with  pleafure  on  the  prefent  quiet  and  flourifh- 
ing  ftate  of  the  people  here,  whilll  1  reflect  on  that  in  which 
I  found  them  at  my  arrival.  As  the  very  name  of  party  or 
facftion  feems  to  be  forgotten,  may  it  for  ever  lie  buried  in 
oblivion,  and  no  ftrife  ever  happen  among  yon,  but  that 
laudable  emulation,  who  fhall  approve  himielf  tlie  molt  zea- 
lous fervant  and  molt  dutiful  fubject  of  the  bcft  of  princes, 
and  moft  ufeful  member  of  a  well  eftablillied  and  flourifliing 
community,  of  which  you,  gentlemen,  have  given  a  iiap- 
py  example,  wliich  I  hope  will  be  followed  by  future  aliem- 
blies.  I  mention  it  to  your  honour,  and  without  ingratitude 
and  breach  of  duty  I  could  do  no  lels." 

Colonel  Morris  and  the  new  fpeaker  were  the  authors 
of  the  anfwer  to  this  fpecch,  though  it  was  figned  by  all 
the  members.  Whether  mr.  Hunter  deferred  the  e  iilogium 
they  bellowed  upon  him,  I  leave  the  reader  to  de  ermine. 
It  is  certain  that  few  plantation  governors  have  the  honour 
to  carry  home  with  them  fuch  a  teftimonial  as  this  : 

Sir,  when  we  refled;  upon  your  paft  condud:,  your  juft, 
mild,  and  tender  s-dminiHration,  it  heightens  the  concern 
we  have  for  your  departure,  and  makes  our  grief  fi^ch  as 
words  cannot  truly  exprefs.  You  have  governed  well  and 
wifely,  like  a  prudent  magiftrate,  like  an  affectionate  parent ; 
and  wherever  you  go,  and  whatever  ftation  the  divine  pro- 
vidence fhall  pleafc  to  aflign  you,  our  (incere  dtiires  and 
prayers  for  the  happinefs  of  you  and  yours,  ihall  always  atr 
tend  you. 

We  have  leen  many  governors,  and  may  fee  more  ;  and 
as  none  of  thofe,  who  had  the  honour  to  lei've  in  your  fta- 
tion, were  ever  fojuftly  fixed  in  the  affecftions  of  the  go- 
verned, fo  thofe  to  come  will  acquire  no  mean  reputation, 
when  it  can  be  fjud  of  them,  their  conduct  has  been  like 
yours. 

We  thankfully  accept  the  honour  you  do  us,  in  calling 
yourfelf  our  countryman  :  give  us  leave  then  to  defire,  that 
you  will  not  forget  this  as  your  country,  and,  if  you  can, 
make  hade  to  return  to  it. 

But  if  the  fervice  of  our  fovereign  will  not  admit  of 
what  we  fo  eameftly  defire,  and  his  commands  deny  us  that 
happinefs  ;  permit  us  to  addrefs  you  ^  our  friend,  and  give 
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us  ^ur  afliftance,  when  we  are  opprefled  ^vith  an  admiiiif- 
tration  the  reverfe  of  yours," 

Golonel  Hunter  departing  the  provmce,  the  chief  com- 
inan^  devolved,  the  31ft  of  July,  1719?  on  Peter  Schuyler, 
efq.  then  the  eldeft  member  of  the  board  of  council.  As  he 
had  no  interview  with  the  aflembly  during  his  Ihort  ad- 
miniftration,  in  which  he  behaved  with  great  moderation 
and  integrity  ;  there  is  very  little  obfervable  in  his  time, 
except  a  treajy,  at  Albany,  with  the  Indians,  for  confirming 
the  antient  league  ;  and  the  tranfactions  refpecting  the  par- 
tition line  bervveen  this  and  the  colony  of  New-Jerfey  : 
concerning  the  latter  of  which,  I  fhall  now  lay  before  the 
reader  a  very  fummary  account. 

The  two  provinces  were  originally  included  in  the  grant'of 
king  Charles  to  the  duke  of  York.  New-Jerfey  was  after- 
wards conveyed  by  the  diike  to  lord  Berkley  and  fir  George 
Carteret.  This  again,  by  adeed  of  partitioUjWas  divided  into 
Eaft  and  Wefl  Jerfey,the  former  being  releafed  to  fir  George 
Carterec.  and  the  latter  to  the  afligns  of  lord  Berkley.  The 
line  of  diviiion  extended  from  little  Egg  harbour  to  the 
4aorth  partition  point  on  Delaware  river  ;  and  thus  both 
tliofe  tmcts  became  concerned  in  the  limits  of  the  province 
of  New-York.  The  original  rights  of  lord  Berkley  and  fir 
George  Carteret,  are  vefted  in  two  different  fets,  confifVing 
each  of  a  great  number  of  perfons,  known  by  the  general 
name  of  the  p  cprietors  of  Eait  and  Well:  Jerfey,  who, 
though  they  funendercd  the  powers  of  government  to 
qneenAnne,in  the  year  1702,  flill  retained  their  property  in 
the  foil.  Thelb  were  the  perfons  interefted  againft  the  claim 
of  New- York.  It  is  agreed  on  all  fides,  that  the  deed  to  New> 
Jerfey  is  to  be  firft  fatisfied,  out  of  that  great  tracft  granted  to 
the  duke,  and  that  the  remainder  is  the  right  of  New- York. 
The  proprietors  infill  upon  extending  their  northern  limits 
to  aline  drawn  from  the  latitude  of  41  ^  40'  onDelaware,  to 
the  latitude  of  41  ^  ,  on  Kudfon's  river  ;  and  allege,  that 
befc  .*e  the  year  1671,  the  latitude  of  41  ,  was  reputed  to  be 
fourteen  miles  to  the  northward  of  Tappan  creek,  part  of 
thofe  lands  beirg  fettled  under  New- Jerfey  till  1684.  They 
farther  contend,  that  in  1684 or  16S5,  Dongan  and  Lawrie, 
(the  former,  governor  of  New-York,  and  the  latter,  of 
New-Jerfey),  with  their  refpec'cive  councils,  agreed,  that 
the  latitude  on  Hudfbn's  river  was  at  the  mouth  of  Tappan 
preek,  and  that  a  line  from  thence  to  the  latitude  of  41  o  ^o' 
^>n  Delaware  fliould  be  the  boundary  line.  In  1686,  Robin- 
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fon,  Wells,  and  Keith,*  furveyors  of  the  three  feveral  pro- 
vinces, took  two  obfervations,  and  found  the  latitude  of 
41  o  to  be  i'  and  25"  to  the  northward  of  the  Yonker's  nnlls, 
•which  is  four  miles  and  forty  five  chains  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  month  of  Tappan  creek.  But  againil  thefe  obferva- 
tions the  proprietors  offer  fundry  objecftions,  w  hich  it  is  not 
my  bufiiiefs  to  enumerate.  It  is  not  pretended  by  any  of  the 
litigants,  that  a  line,  according  to  the  ftations  fettled  by 
Dongan  and  Lawrie,  was  axftually  run  ;  fo  that  the  limits 
of  thele  contending  provinces,  mult  long  have  exiftcd  in  the 
uncertain  conjectures  of  the  inhabitants  of  both  ;  and  yet 
the  inconveniences  of  this  unfettled  fcate,  through  the  in- 
fancy of  the  country,  were  very  inconfiderable.  In  the 
year  1701,  an  act  palled  in  New- York,  relating  to  elections, 
which  annexed  Wagachemeck,  and  gi'cat  and  little  Mini- 
fink,  certain  lettlements  near  Delaware,  to  L  Hlcr  county. 
The  intent  of  this  law  was  to  quiet  difputes  before  fubfiit- 
ing  between  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  places,  whofe  votes 
were  required  both  in  Orange  and  Ulfter.  The  natural  ccn- 
clufion  from  hence  is,  that  the  legiilature  of  New- York 
then  deemed  thofe  plantations  not  included  within  the  New- 
Jerfey  giant. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  this  affair  till  the  year  171 7,  when 
provifion  was  made  by  this  province  for  running  the  line. 
The  fame  being  di-nc  in  New -Jerfey  the  lucceeding  year, 
commiflions  for  thacpurpofe,  under  the  great  feals  of  the  re- 
fpe(ftive  colonies,  were  iiTued  m  Way,  1719.  The  commif- 
lioners,  by  indenture  dated  tlie  25th  of  J  idy,  fixed  the  north 
ftation  point  on  the  northermoll  branch  of  Delaware,  call- 
ed the  Fifh-Kill ;  and  from  thence  a  random  line  was  run  to 
Hudfon's  liver,  terminating  about  five  miles  to  th'enoith- 
ward  of  the  mouth  of  Tappan  creek.  In  Auguft,  the  fur- 
veyors of  Eaft- Jerfey  met  for  fixing  the  ftatiL-n  on  Kudfon's 
river.  Al!  the  conimiflioners  not  attending  through  fick- 
nefs,  nothing  further  was  done.  What  had  already  been 
tranfacfted,  however,  gave  a  general  alarm  to  many  perfons 
interefted  in  feveral  patents  under  New- York,  w  ho  before 
imagined  their  rights  extended  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
random  line.  The  New-York  furveyor  afterwards  declined 
proceeding  in  the  work,  complaining  of  faults  in  the  inftru- 
ment,  which  had  been  ufed  m  fixing  the  north  ftation  on 
Delaware.  The  proprietors,  on  the  other  hand,  think  they 
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Iiave  anfvvered  his  objedllons,  and  the  matter  reHrcd,  with* 
joutmiich  contention,  till  the  year  1740.  Frequent  quai'rels 
xnnltiplying  after  that  period,  relating  to  the  rights  of  foil 
find  jiiUfdicHon  fouthward  of  the  line  in  1719,  a  probar 
tionary  ad;  v/as  pafled  in  New-Jerfey,  jn  February,  1748, 
fcr  running  the  line  ex  parte,  if  the  province  of  New- York 
refufed  to  join  in  the  work.  Our  aflembly,  foon  after,  di-, 
rented  their  agent,  to  oppofe  the  king's  confii-mation  of  that 
stxSt ;  and  it  was  accordingly  dropped,  agreeably  to  the  advice 
af  the  lords  of  trade,  v/hofe  report  of  the  i8th  of  July, 
1755,  on  a  matter  of  fo  much  importance,  wiU  doubtlefst  be 
acceptable  to  the  reader. 

To  the  King's  mo^  excellent  majefty  : 
May  it  pleafe  your  majefty, 

\^7^^  have  lately  had  under  our  confideration,  an  aA 
W  pafied  in  your  majelly's  province  of  New-Jerfey  in 
?747-S,  endded,  *  An  aiT;  for  running  and  alcertaining  the 
line  of  partition  anddivlfion  betwixt  this  province  of  New- 
Jerfey,  and  the  province  of  New-York.' 

"  And  having  been  attended  by  mr.  Paris,  ftHcitor  in  be^ 
half  of  the  proprietors  of  the  eallerndivifion  of  New-Jerfey 
' — with  mr.  Hunie  Campbell,  and  mr.  Kenley,  his  t:ounfel, 
in  fapport  of  the  faid  adl — and  by  mr.  Chailes,  agent  for 
the  province  of  New- York,  with  mr.  Forreller,  and  mr, 
Pratt,  his  counfel,  againilthe  faid  acT: ;  and  heard  what  each 
^arty  had  to  offer  thereupon  ;  we  beg  leave  humbly  to  re- 
prelent  to  your  majefty,  that  the  confidcraiions  which  arife 
upon  this  ad;,  are  of  two  foits,  viz.  fuch  as  relate  to  the 
principles  upon  v/hich  it  is  founded,  and  fuch  as  relate  to 
the  tranfadions  and  circnmftances  which  accompany  it. 

*^  As  to  the  firil,  it  is  an  ac^t  of  the  province  of  New-Jer- 
ley,  interefted  in  the  determination  of  the  limits,  and  in 
the  confeqiiential  advantages  to  arife  from  it. 

The  province  of  New-Jerfey,  in  its  diftincfl  and  fepa- 
rate  capacity,  can  neither  make  nor  eftablilh  boundaries  ;  it 
can  as  little  prcfcribe  regulations  for  deciding  differences 
between  itfelf  and  other  parties  concerned  in  intereft. 

The  eftablifhed  limits  of  its  jurifdidion  and  territory, 
sre  fuch  as  the  grants  under  which  it  claims  have  affigned. 
If  thofe  grants  are  doubtful,  and  differences  arife  upon  the 
conftrudions,  or  upon  the  matters  of  them,  we  humbly  ap- 
prehend that  there  are  but  two  methods  of  deciding  them  ; 
either  by  the  concurrence  of  all  parties  concerned  in  in^ 
^ercft,  or  by  tlie  regular  and  legal  forms  of  judicial  pro- 
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ccedings :  and  it  appears  to  us,  that  the  method  of  pro- 
ceeding muft  be  derived  from  the  immediate  authority  of 
the  crown  itfelf,  figniiied  by  a  commiffion  from  your  ma- 
jcfty  under  the  great  feal  :  the  commiiiion  of  fubordinate 
officers  and  of  derivative  po\v  ers  being  neither  competent 
nor  adequate  to  fuch  purpofes  :  to  judge  otherwife  would 
be,  as  \ve  humbly  conceive,  to  fet  up  fx  parti^  determination* 
and  incompetent  jurifdictions  in  the  place  ofjuflice  and 
legal  authority. 

"  If  the  acl  of  Mew-Jerfey  cannot  conclude  other  parties^ 
it  cannot  be  el-fectual  to  the  ends  propofed  ;  and  that  ie 
would  not  be  efFeclual  to  form  an  ablblute  decifion  in  this 
cafe,  the  legiflature  of  that  province  feems  feniible,  whilit 
it  endeavoiirs  to  leave  to  your  majelly's  determination,  the 
decifion  of  one  point  relative  to  this  matter,  and  of  con- 
liderable  importance  to  it ;  \vhich  power  your  majefty  can- 
not derive  from  them,  v/ithout  their  having  the  power  to 
eftablhli  the  thmg  itfelf,  without  the  ailiflance  of  your  ma- 
jefty. 

"  As  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  prefent  atfl,  without  tlie 
concurrence  of  other  parties  concerned  in  interelt,  is  un- 
\Yarran:able  and  ineffectual;  we  fhall.  in  the  next  place, 
conliJer  what  tranfactions  and  proceedings  have  paiTed,  to- 
wards obtaining  fuch  concurrence. 

The  parties  interefted  are  your  majcfly  and  the  two 
p-  ovinces  of  New-York  and  New-Jerfey.  Yourmajelly  is 
in.erefted  with  refpect  toyomfovereignty,  feigneurie,  and 
Jjropeity  ;  and  the  faid  provinces  with  refpect  to  their  go- 
vernment and  jurifdiclion. 

With  regard  to  the  ti  anfadtions  on  the  part  of  New- 
York,  we  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  whatever  agreements 
liave  been  made  formerly  between  the  two  provinces  for 
fettling  their  boundaries  ;  w  hatever  a(fts  of  aflembly  have 
pafled,  and  whatever  commiflions  have  been  ifiuedby  the 
refpeclive  governors  and  governments  ;  the  proceedings 
Tinder  them  have  never  been  perfected,  the  work  remains 
unfinifhed,  and  the  difputes  between  the  two  provinces  fub' 
fill  with  as  much  contradiction  as  ever,  but  there  is  a  cir- 
ciimflance  that  appears  to  us  to  have  fti]!  more  weight, 
namely,  that  thofe  tranfa^ftions  were  never  properly  war- 
ranted on  the  part  of  the  crown  :  the  crown  never  partici- 
pated in  them,  and  therefore  cannot  be  bound  v/ith  relpe<5c 
to  its  interefls  by  proceedings  fo  authorized. 

"  The  Intercft,  which  your  majefty  has  in  the  determ.i- 
tation  of  this  boiuidary^  may  be  considered  in  three  liglits  : 
either  as  iiiterefts  of  foverei^nty,  refpectiiig  mere  govern- 
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jnent ;  of  feigneurie,  which  refpfecft  efcheats,  and  quit-rentg  ; 
or  of  property,  as  relative  to  the  foil  itfelf ;  which  laft  iu^ 
tereft,  takes  place  in  fuch  cafes,  where  either  your  majefty 
has  never  made  any  grants  of  the  foil,  or  where  fuch  grants 
have  by  efcheats  reverted  to  your  majefty. 

"  With  regard  to  the  firft  of  thefe  interefls,  viz.  that  of 
fovereignty,  it  has  been  alleged  to  us,  in  fupport  of  the 
acTt,  that  it  is  not  materially  affecfted  by  the  quellion,  as  both 
provinces  are  under  your  majefty's  immediate  dirediionand 
government :  but  they  ftand  in  a  very  different  light  with  re- 
Ipedi  to  your  majefty's  intereft  in  the  quit-rents  and  ef- 
cheats ;  in  both  which  articles  the  fttuation  of  the  two  pro- 
vinces appears  to  us  to  make  a  very  material  alteration  :  for* 
although  the  province  of  New-Jerfcy  is  not  under  regula- 
tions of  propriety  or  charter  with  relpecft  to  its  government, 
yet  it  is  a  proprietary  province,  with  refpeCl  to  the  grant 
and  tenure  of  its  territory  :  and  confequently  as  New- York 
is  not  in  that  predicament,  the  determination  of  the  bounda- 
ry, in  prejudice  to  that  province,  will  affect  your  majefty'* 
iutereft  with  refpecft  to  the  tenure  of  f«ch  lands  as  are  con- 
cerned in  this  queftion  :  it  being  evident,  that  whatever 
diftrie^ts  are  fuppofed  to  be  included  in  the  limits  of  New-' 
Jerfey,  will  immediately  pafs  to  the  proprietors  of  that  pro- 
vince, and  be  held  of  them,  by  which  means  your  majefty 
•Would  be  deprived  of  your  efcheats,  and  the  quit-rents  would 
pafs  into  other  hands. 

*^  To  obviate  this  objection,  it  has  been  alleged,  that  the 
crown  has  already  made  abfolute  grants  of  the  whole  terri- 
tory that  can  poliibly  come  in  queftion  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  this  boundary,  and  reierved  only  trifling  and  in- 
confiderable  quit-rents  on  thofe  grants.  But  this  argument 
does  not  feem  to  us  to  be  conclulivc,  fince  it  admits  an  inter- 
eft in  your  majefty,  the  grearnefs  or  fmallnefs  of  which  is 
merely  accidental ;  and  therefore  does  not  affect  the  eflence 
of  the  queftion:  and  we  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  in  the 
cafe  of  exorbitant  grants  with  inconftderable  quit-rents — and 
where  confequently  it  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed,  that  the 
ci  own  has  been  deceived  in  fuch  grants  by  its  ofticers  j 
your  majefty's  contingent  right  of  property,  in  virtue  of 
your  feigneurie,  leems  rather  to  be  enlarged  than  dimi- 
nilhed. 

"  This  being  the  cafe,  it  appears  to  us,  that  govenior- 
'  Hunter  ou^ht  not  to  have  ilTued  his  commilfton  for  running 
the  line  above  mentioned,  without  having  prevloufly  re- 
ceived the  royal  diredtion  and  inftrutftion  for  that  purpofe; 
and  that  a  commiiiion,  iflued  without  fuch  authority,  can 
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be  coTificlered,  with  refpe^t  to  the  interefts  of  the  crown,  in 
no  other  light  than  as  a  mere  nullity  :  and  even  with  refped: 
to  New-York,  weobferve,  that  the  faid  commillion  is  quef- 
tionable,  as  it  does  not  follow  the  direiftions  of  the  above- 
meiitioned  acl,  pafled  in  171 7,  which  declares,  that  the 
commillion  to  be  ifliied,  fhall  be  granted  under  the  joint 
authority  of  the  governor  and  council  of  that  province. 

"  But  it  has  been  further  urged,  that  the  crown  has  fince 
confirmed  thefe  tranladiions,  either  by  previous  declarati- 
ons or  by  fublequent  acquiefcence,  and  confcqucntly  parti- 
cipated in  them,  fo  far  as  to  conclude  itfelf  :  we  fhall  there- 
fore, in  the  next  place,  beg  leave  to  confider  the  circum- 
ftances  urged  fortius  purpofe. 

It  has  been  alleged,  that  the  crown,  by  giving  confent 
to  the  aforefaid  acl,  pafled  in  New-York  in  171 7,  for  pay- 
ing and  difcharging  feveral  debts  due  from  that  colony,  &c. 
concluded  and  bound  itfelf,  with  refpecfl  to  the  fnbfequent 
proceedings  had  under  the  commillion  ilTued  by  governor 
Hunter  :  but  the  view  and  purport  of  that  aA  appears  to 
us  fo  entire,  and  fo  diftin^itly  formed  for  the  purpofe  of 
railing  money  and  eftablilhing funds — fo  various  anci  fo  dif- 
tincft  from  any  confideration  of  the  difputes  fubfifting  in 
the  two  provinces,  with  refpe(5t  to  the  boundaries — that  we 
cannot  conceive  a  fmgle  claufe,  in  fo  long  and  fo  intricate^ 
an  ac^t,  can  be  a  fufhcient  foundation  to  warrant  the  pro- 
ceedings of  govevnor  Hunter  fubfequent  to  it,  without  a 
fpecial  authority  from  the  crown  for  that  purpofe  :  and 
there  is  the  more  reafon  to  be  of  this  opinion,  as  the  crown, 
by  giving  its  allent  to  that  aOt,  can  be  conftrued  to  have  af- 
fented  only  to  the  levying  money  for  a  future  purpofe ; 
which  purpofe  could  not  be  effctfted  by  any  commiflion,  but 
from  itfelf ;  and  therefore  can  never  be  fuppofed  to  have, 
thereby,  approved  a  commillion  from  another  authority, 
which  v/as  at  that  time  already  ifliied,  and  carrying  in  exe- 
cution, previous  to  fuch  aflent. 

We  further  beg  leave  humbly  to  reprefent  to  your 
inajefty,  that  th6  line  of  partition  and  dlvilion  between 
your  majefly's  province  of  New-York  and  colony  of  Connec- 
ticut, having  been  run  and  afcertained,  purfuantto  the  di- 
red:ions  of  an  acft,  pafled  at  New-York,  for  that  purpofe, 
in  the  year  1 719,  and  confirmed  by  his  late  majefty  in  1 72^  ; 
the  tranfac'lions between  the  laid  province  and  colony,  upon 
that  occafion,  have  been  alleged  to  be  fimilar  to,  and  urg- 
ed as,  a  precedent,  and  even  as  an  approbation,  of  the  mat- 
ter now  in  queltion  :  but  we  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that 
the  two  cafes  arc  materi?-llv  and  eflentiallv  different.  Th« 
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avft  pafled  in  New-York,  in  1 719,  for  running  and  afcertain- 
ing  the  lines  of  partition  and  divifion  between  that  colony 
and  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  recites,  that  in  the  year 
1683,  the  governor  and  council  of  New-York,  and  the  go- 
vernor and  commiflioners  of  Connecticut,  did,  in  council, 
conclude  an  agreement  concerning  the  boundaries  of  the 
two  provinces  ;  that,  in  confeqaence  of  this  agreement, 
comuiiffioners  and  furveyors  were  appointed  on  the  part  of 
each  government,  who  did  actually  agree,  determine,  and 
afcertain,  the  lines  of  partition  ;  marked  out  a  certain  part 
of  them,  and  fixed  the  point  from  whence  the  remaining 
part  fhould  be  ran:  that  the  feveral  things  agreed  on  and 
done  by  the  faid  commiffioners,  were  ratified  by  the  re- 
fpec'tive  governors — entered  on  record  in  each  colony,  in 
jSIarch  1700 — approved  and  confinned  by  order  of  king 
William,  the  third,  in  his  privy  council — and  by  his  faid 
majefty's  letter  to  his  governor  of  New-York.  From  this 
recital  it  appears  to  us,  that  thofc  tranfactions  were  not  on- 
ly carried  on  with  the  participation,  but  confirmed  by  the 
exprefs  act  and  authority  of  the  crown ;  and  that  confirma- 
tion made  the  foundation  of  the  act,  pafled  by  New*York, 
for  fettling  the  boundaries  between  the  two  provinces  ;  of» 
all  which  aufhority  and  foundation,  the  act,  we  now  lay 
before  your  majefty,  appears  to  us  to  be  entirely  deflitute. 

Upon  the  whole,  as  it  appears  to  us,  that  the  act  in 
queftion,  cannot  be  effectual  to  the  ends  propofed — that 
your  majefly's  intereft  may  be  materially  affected  by  it — 
and  that  the  proceedings,  on  wliichit  is  founded,  were  not 
warranted  in  the  firft  inftance,  by  the  proper  authority, 
but  carried  on  without  the  participation  of  the  crown  ;  we 
cannot  think  itadvifable,  to  lay  this  act  before  your  majef- 
ty, as  fit  to  receive  your  royal  approbation. 


Which  is  moft  humbly  fubmitted. 


Whitehall, 
July  18,  1753. 


James  Ofwald, 
Andrew  Stone." 


Dunk  Halifax, 
"  J.  Grenville, 
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PART  V. 


^rom  the  year  1720,  to  the  commencemeni  of  the  adminiftra-^ 
tion  of  colonel  CoJby. 


WILLIAM  BURNET,  efq.  took  upon  him  the  govern- 
ment of  this  province,  on  the  1 7th  of  September,  1 720. 
The  council  named  in  his  inftrud:ions,  were 

Colonel  Schuyler,  Mr.  Barbarie, 

Colonel  Depeyfter,  Mr.  Philipfe, 

Captain  Walter,  Mr.  Byerly, 

Colonel  Beekman,  Mr.  Clarke, 

Mr.  Van  Dam,  Dr.  Johnfton, 

Colonel  Heathcote,  Mr.  Harifon. 

Mr.  Burnet  was  a  fon  of  the  celebrated  bifliop  of  that 
name,  whofe  piety  and  erudition,  but  efpecially  his  zeal 
and  activity,  for  the  glorious  revolution  and  proteftantfuc- 
ceflion,  will  embalm  his  memory  to  the  moft  diftant  ages. 
The  governor  was  a  man  of  fenfe  and  polite  breeding,  a 
well-read  fcholar,  fprightly,  and  of  a  focial  difpofition. 
Being  devoted  to  his  books,  he  abftained  from  all  thofe  ex- 
cefles,  into  which  his  pleafurable  relilh  would  otherwife 
have  plunged  him.  He  ftadied  the  arts  of  recommending 
himfelf  to  the  people,  had  nothing  of  the  morofenefs  of  a 
fcholar,  was  gay  and  condefcending,  affetfced  no  pomp,  h\x% 
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vifited  every  family  of  reputation,  and  often  diverted  him- 
felf  in  free  converfe  with  the  ladies,  by  "Nvhomhe  was  very 
much  admired.  No  governor,  before  him,  did  fo  muchbufi- 
nels  in  chancery.  The  office  of  chancellor  was  his  delight. 
He  made  a  tolerable  figure  in  the  exercife  of  it,thoughhe  was 
no  law^yer,  and  had  a  foible  veiy  unfuitable  for  a  judge,  I 
mean  liis  refolving  too  fpeedily,  for  he  ufed  to  fay  of  him- 
felf,  *<Iactfirft,  and  think  afterwards."  He  fpoke,  hpw- 
ever,  alv.  ays  ferifibly,  and  by  his  great  reading  w^as  able  to 
make  a  literary  parade. — As  to  his  fortune,  it  w  as  very  in- 
confiderable,  for  he  fuitered  much  in  the  fouth  fea  fcheme. 
While  in  England,  he  had  the  office  of  comptroller  of  the 
cuftoms  at  London,  which  he  religned  to  biigadier  Hunter, 
as  the  latter,  in  his  favour,  did  the  government  of  this  and 
the  colony  of  New^-Jerfey.  Mr.  Burnet's  acquaintance  with 
that  gentleman  gave  him  a  fine  opportunity,  before  his  ar- 
rival, to  obtain  good  intelligence  both  of  perfons  and  things. 
The  brigadier  recommended  all  his  old  friends  to  the  favour 
of  his  fucceffor  ;  and  hence  we  find  that  he  made  few 
changes  amongft  them*.  Mr.  Morris,  the  chief  jultice,  was 
his  principal  confidant.  Dr.  Colden  and  mr.  Alexander, 
two  Scotch  gentlemen,  had  the  next  place  in  his  efteem. 
He  fhowed  his  wifdom  in  that  choice,  for  they  w  ere  both 
men  of  leaming.  good  morals,  and  folid  parts.  The  former 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  the  province,  and 
particularly  thofe  which  concerned  the  French  in  Canada 
and  our  Indian  allies.  The  latter  was  bred  to  the  law  ;  and 
though  no  fpeaker,  at  the  head  of  his  profeflion  for  fagaci- 
ty  and  penetration  ;  and  in  application  to  bufinefs,  no  man 
could  furpafs  him.  Nor  was  he  unacquainted  with  the  affairs 
of  the  public,  having  ferved  in  the  fecretary's  office,  the 
Left  fchool  in  the  province,  for  inflruction  in  matters  of 
government  ;  becaufe  the  fecretary  enjoys  a  plurality  of 
offices,  converfant  with  the  firfl  fprings  of  our  provincial 
economy.  Both  thofe  gentlemen  mr.  Bumet  foon  raifed  to 
the  council  board,  as  he  alfo  did  mr.  Morris,  jun,  mr.  Van 
Horn,  whofe  daughter  he  married,  and  mr.  Kennedy,  wlio 
iuccee4ed  Byerly,  both  at  the  council  board,  and  in  tiie  of- 
fice of  receiver. general. 


*  Colonel  Schuyler  and  mr.  Philipfe  were,  indeed,  re- 
moved from  the  council  board,  by  his  reprelentations  ;  and 
their  oppofing,  in  council,  the  continuance  of  the  afiembly, 
mfter  his  amval,  w^as  the  caufe  of  it. 
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Of  all  our  governors,  none  had  fuch  exteniive  and  jiifl: 
vie\i'S  of  our  Indian  alfairs,  and  the  dangerous  neiglibcur- 
hood  of  the  French,  as  governor  Burnet,  iii  which  mr.  Li- 
vingfton  was  his  principal  alliitant.  His  attention  to  thefe 
matters  appeared  at  the  very  commencement  of  his  adminif- 
tration  ;  for  in  his  firft  fpeech  to  tlie  ailembly,  the  very  falj 
after  his  arrival,  he  laboured  to  implant  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  in  the  breaiis  of  the  members  ;  endeavouring  to  a- 
larm  their  fears,  by  the  d^iily  advances  of  the  French, 
their  pofieffii^g  the  main  pafles,  feducing  our  Indian  aUies, 
and  encreafmg  their  new  fettlcments  in  Louifania. 

Chief  juftice  Morris,  whofe  inliiicnce  was  very  great  in 
the  houfe,  drew  the  addrefs  in  anfwer  to  the  goveiiior's 
fpeech,  which  contained  a  parage  manifesting  the  conur 
dence  tliey  repofedin  him.  We  beheve  that  the  fon  of  that 
worthy  prelate,  fo  eminently  infcrumental,  under  our  glo- 
rious monarch,  illiam  the  third,  in  delivering  us  from 
arbitrary  power,  and"  its  concomitants,  popery,  fuperiti- 
tionand  ftavery  ;  has  been  educated  in,  and  poucfles,  tliol^ 
principles,  tliat  fo  juftly  recommerided  his  father  to  the 
council  and  confidence  of  proteRant  princes  ;  and  fuc- 
ceeds  our  former  governor,  not  only  in  power,  but  inclina- 
tion to  do  us  (Tood." 

From  an  ailembly,  impreffed  with  fuch  favoin-ablc  fenri- 
ments,  his  excellency  had  the  higheil  reafon,  to  expect  a 
fubmiffive  compliance,  with  every  thing  recommended  to 
their  notice.  The  public  bufinefs  proceeded  without  iufpi- 
cion  or  jealoufy,  and  nothing  intervened  to  diihnb  the 
tranquillity  of  the  political  ilate.  Among  the  mofl  remark 
able  acts,  pafTed  at  this  leflion,  we  may  reckon  that,  for  a 
five  years  fupport ;  another  for  laying  a  duly  of  two  per 
cent,  prime  coft,  on  the  importation  of  Eiuxpean  goods, 
which  was  foon  after  repealed  by  the  king  ;  and  a  third, 
for  prohibiting  the  fale  of  Indian  goods  to  tiie  French.  The 
laft  of  thefe  was  a  favourite  acl  of  the  governor's,  and 
though  a  law  very  advantageous  to  the  pi  ovince,  became 
the  fource  of  an  nnreafonable  oppofition  againll  him, 
which  continued  through  his  whole  adminiftration.  From 
the  conclufion  of  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  a  great  trade  was 
carried  on  between  Albany  and  Canada,  for  goods  fal cable 
among  the  Indians.  The  chiefs  of  the  confederates  wifely 
forefaw  its  ill  confequences,  and  complained  of  it  to  the 
commiHioners  of  Indian  affairs'^,  who  wro:e  to  mr.  Hunter, 


t    The  goYemor's  refiding  at  New  York,  rendered  it  ne^ 
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acqiiaintiiig  him  of  their  dilIatisfad:ion.  The  letter  was 
laid  before  the  houfe  ;  but  no  efFeCtual  ftep  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  mifchief,  till  the  palling  of  this  acft,  which  fub- 
jected  the  traders  to  a  forfeiture  of  the  effects  fold,  and  the 
penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds.  Mr.  Bnrnet's  fchen^e  was 
to  draw  the  Indian  trade  into  our  own  hands  ;  to  obfti-ucl 
the  communication  of  the  French  with  our  allies,  which 
gave  them  frequent  opportunities  of  feducing  them  from 
their  fidelity  ;  and  to  regain  the  Caghnuagas,  who  became 
intereited  in  their  difaffection,  by  being  the  carriers  be- 
tween Albany  and  Montreal,  Among  thofe  who  were  more 
immediately  prejudiced  by  this  new  regulation,  the  im- 
porters of  thofe  goods,  fi  om  Europe,  were  the  chief ;  and 
hence  the  fpring  of  their  oppofition  to  the  governor. 

All  pofSble  arts  were  nfed,  both  here  and  at  home,  to 
prefcrve  the  good  temper  of  the  aflemblj''.  Brigadier  Hunter 
gave  the  miniftry  fuch  favourable  accounts  of  the  members, 
that  colonel  Schuyler,  during  his  prelidentfhip,  had  orders 
from  mr.  fecretary  Craggs,  neither  to  diflblve  them  him- 
felf,  nor  permit  them  to  be  diilblved  ;  and  at  the  fpring 
ieffion,  ill  the  year  1721,  mr.  Burnet  informed  them,  that 
his  continuance  of  them,  was  highly  approved  at  home. 


ceflary,  that  fome  perfons  fhould  be  commifnoned,  at  Alba- 
ny, to  receive  intelligence  from  the  Indians,  and  treat  with 
them  upon  emergencies.  This  gave  rife  to  the  office  of  com- 
miffioners  of  Indian  affairs,  who  in  general  tranfad:  all  fuch 
matters  as  might  be  done  by  the  governor.  They  receive 
no  falaries,  but  confiderable  fums  are  depofited  in  their 
hsads  for  occaiional  prefents.  There  are  regular  minutes 
of  their  tranfa(ftions  from  the  year  1675.  Tliefe  were  in 
separate  quires,  till  mr.  Alexander,  who  bon'owed  them 
for  his  perufd  in  1751,  had  them  bound  up  in  four  large 
volumes  in  folio.  Here  all  our  Indian  treaties  are  entered. 
The  books  are  kept  by  a  fecretary,  commiilioned  m  Eng- 
land, whofe  appointment  is  an  annual  falary  of  one  hundred 
pounds  proclamation  out  of  the  quit-rents.  The  command- 
ant at  Ofwego  is  generally  a  commiliioner.  The  office 
would  probably  have  been  more  advantageous  than  it  has 
been,  if  the  commifiioners  were  not  traders  themfelves, 
than  which  nothing  is  more  ignoble  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Indians.  Sir  William  Johnfon  is  at  prefent  the  fole  comraif- 
fioner,  and  wdthin  nine  months  after  the  arrival  of  gene-, 
ral  Braddock,  received  iO;OOol.  flerling  to  fecure  the  Indi- 
intcreft. 
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Horatio  Walpole,  the  auditor-general,  who  had  appointed 
mr.  Clarke  for  his  deputy,  thought  tliis  a  favourable  con- 
juncture, for  procuring  live  per  cent,  cut  of  the  treafury. 
But  the  houle  vvas  averle  to  his  application  ;  and  on  the 
2d  of  June,  Abraham  Depeyfter,  jun.  was  appointed  trea- 
liirer  by  the  fpeaker's  wan-ant,  with  the  conlent  of  the  go- 
vernor, in  the  room  of  his  father,  who  w  as  infirm  ;  uj/on 
which  he  entered  into  a  recognizance  of  cocci,  to  the 
king,  before  a  judge  of  the  fupreme  court,  for  the  faithful 
execution  of  his  triift,  which  was  lodged  in  the  fecretary's 
office.  I'he  houfe  at  the  fame  time,  in  an  addrefs,  declared 
their  willingnefs  that  the  treafurer  fhould  account ;  but 
utterly  refufed  to  admit  of  any  drafts  upon  the  treaiu- 
ry,  for  the  auditor-general,  who  was  conftrained  to  de- 
pend entirely  upon  the  revenue,  oul  of  w  hich  he  received 
about  200I.  per  annum. 

Mr.  Burnet  being  well  acquainted  wirh  the  geogi-aphy 
of  the  country,  wifely  concluded,  tiiat  it  was  to  the  lail  de- 
gree neceflary,  to  get  the  command  of  the  great  lake  Onta- 
rio, as  well  for  the  benefit  of  the  trade,  and  the  lecurity  of 
the  friendfhip  of  the  five  nations,  as  to  fruftrate  the  French 
deligns,  of  confining  the  Engiifh  colonies  to  narrow  liuiiis, 
along  the  fea  coaft,  by  a  chain  of  forts  on  the  great  pafles 
from  Canada  to  Louifania.  Towards  the  fubveriion  of  this 
fcheme,  he  began  the  erecliion  of  a  trading  houle  at  Ofwe- 
go,  in  the  county  of  the  Senecas,  in  17223  and  recom- 
mended a  provifion  for  the  refidcnce  of  trufty  perfons  a- 
mong  them,  and  the  Onondagas,  which  laii  pollefj  the  cen- 
tre of  the  five  cantons.  This  year  was  remarkable  for  a  con- 
grefs  of  feveral  governors  and  commifhoners,  on  the  renew- 
al of  the  ancient  friendfhip  with  the  Indians  at  Albany.  Mr. 
Bnrnet  prevailed  upon  them  to  fend  a  meii^.ge,  to  threaten 
the  ealtern  Indians  with  a  war,  unlels  they  concluded 
a  peace  with  the  Englifli,  who  were  very  much  harrailed 
by  their  frequent  irruptions.  On  the  20th  of  May,  in  the 
year  following,  the  confederates  Avere  augmented  by  tiieir 
tecepdon  of  above  eighty  Nica-iagas,  beiides  women  and 
children,  ss  they  had  been  fonnerly,  by  tlie  addition  of  the 
Tufcaroras.  The  country  of  the  Nica' iigas  wason  die  nonli 
lide  oc  MiiTilimakinack  ;  but  the  Tufcaroras  polleiled  a  tract 
of  land  near  the  fources  of  James's  river,  in  Virginia, 
from  whence  the  encroachments  of  the  Englifli  induced 
them  to  remove,  and  fettle  near  the  foutli-eaft  end  of  the 
Oneyda  lake. 

The  flricT:  union  fubfifting  between  the  feveral  branches 
of  the  legiflature,gave  a  handleto  nir.Burnet's  enemies  to  ex- 
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cite  a  clamour  a^ainfl  him.  Jealoufies  were  induftrioufly  foWii 
in  the  breafts  of  the  people.  The  continuance  of  analiembly, 
after  the  acceffion  of  a  new  governor,  wasreprefented  as  an 
anti-conftitutionalprojed: :  and  though  the  affairs  of  the  pub- 
lic were  conducted  with  wildom  and  fpirit,  many  were  fb 
much  impofed  upon,that  a  rupture  between  the  governor  and 
the  allembly  was  thought  to  be  abfolutely  neceflary  for  tlie 
weal  and  fafety  cf  the  community.  But  this  was  not  the  on- 
ly ilratagem  of  thofe  v/ho  were  difaffecl;ed  by  the  prohi- 
birion  of  the  French  trade.  The  London  merchants  were 
induced  to  pedtipn  the  king  for  an  order  to  his  governor, 
prohibiting  the  revival  of  the  acft  made  againft  it,  or  tlie 
palling  any  new  law  of  that  tendency.  The  petition  was 
referred  to  the  board  of  trade,  and  backed  before  their  lord- 
Ihips,  with  fugoeftions  of  the  moft  notorious  f:iHehoods. 
The  lords  of  trade  prudently  advifed,  that  no  fuch  dh'ec- 
tions  iliould  be  fent  to  mr.  Burnet,  till  he  had  an  opportuni- 
ty ofanfwering  the  objections  againft  the  adt.  They  were 
accordingly  fent  over  to  him,  and  he  laid  them  before  his 
council-  Dr.  Golden  and  mr.  Alexander  exerted  themfelves 
in  a  memorable  report  in  anfwer  to  them,  which  drew 
upon  them  the  refentment  of  feveral  m.erchants  here,  who 
had  fivft  excited  the  London  petition,  and  laid  the  foun- 
dation for  a  variance  between  their  families,  which  has 
manifefted  itlelf  on  many  occafions.  Injufticeto  mr.  Bur- 
net's memory,  and  to  (how  the  propriety  of  his  meafures 
for  obftruifting  the  French  trade,  I  cannot  refrain  the  re- 
i>ublication  of  the  council's  report  at  full  length. 

'  May  it  pleafe  your  excellency, 
*  TN  obedience  to  your  excellency's  commands,  in  council, 

J.  the  29th  of  October,  referriijg  to  us  a  petition  of  fe- 
veral merchants  in  London,  prefented  to  the  king's  moft 
excellent  majefty,  againft  renewing  an  acl  pafled  in  this 
province,  entitled,  An  acft  for  encouragement  of  the  In- 
dian trade,  and  rendering  it  more  effe(ftual  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  province,  and  for  prohibiting  the  felling  of  In- 
dian goods  to  the  French  :"  as  likewife  the  feveral  allega- 
tions'of  the  faid  merchants  before  the  right  honourable  the 
Jords  of  trade  and  plantations,  we  beg  leave  to  make  the 
following  remarks. 

*  In  order  to  make  our  obfervations  the  more  diftind:  and 
tlear,  we  fhall 'gather  together  the  feveral  ail'ertions  of  the 
laid  merchants,  both  in  their  petition,  and  delivered  ver- 
bally before  the  lords  of  trade,  as  to  the  fituation  of  this 
province,  with  refped:  to  tlie  French  and  Indian  nations  ; 
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*nd  obferve  on  them,  in  the  firft  place,  they  being  the 
foundation  on  which  all  their  other  allegations  are  ground- 
ed. Afterwards  we  fhall  lay  before  your  excellency,  whdt 
we  think  neceflarj^-  to  obCei-ve,  on  the  other  parts  of  the  faid 
petition,  in  the  order  they  are  in  the  petition,  or  m  the  re- 
port of  the  lords  of  trade. 

^  In  their  geographical  acconnts  they  fay,  Belides  the 
nations  of  Indians  that  are  in  the  Englifh  intereft,  there 
are  very  many  nations  of  Indians,  who  are  at  prefent  in 
the  intereft  of  the  French,  and  who  lie  between  New  York 
ajid  the  nations  of  Indians  in  the  Englifti  intereft.  The 
French  and  their  Indians  would  not  permit  the  Englifh  In- 
dians to  pafs  over  by  tlieir  forts."  The  laid  ad:  "  refti-aiiis 
them  (the  five  nations)  from  a  free  commerce  with  the  in- 
habitants of  New  York." 

"  The  five  Indian  nations  are  fettled  upon  the  banks  of 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  direclly  oppofite  to  Oiicbec,  two 
or  three  hundred  leagues  diftant  from  the  ncareft  Britifh 
fettlements  in  New  York." 

They  (the  five  nations  of  Indians)  were  two  or  three 
hundred  leagues  diftant  from  Albany  ;  and  that  they  could 
not  come  to  trade  with  the  Englifh,  but  by  going  down  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  and  from  thence  through  a  lake,  which 
brought  them  within  eighteen  leagues  of  Albany." 

*  Thefe  things  the  merchants  have  thought  it  fafe  for 
them,  and  confillcnt  with  their  duty  to  his  facred  majefty^ 
to  fay  in  his  majefty's  prefence,  and  to  repeat  them  after- 
wards before  the  right  honourable  the  lords  of  trade, 
though  nothing  can  be  more  directly  contrary  to  the  truth. 
For  there  are  no  nations  of  Indians  between  New  York  and 
the  nations  of  Indians  in  the  Englifh  intereft,  who  are  now 
iix  in  number,  by  the  addition  of  the  Tufcaroras.  The 
^lohawks  (called  Annies* by  the  French)  one  of  the  five 
nations,  live  on  the  fbuth  fide  of  a  branch  of  Hudfon's  ri- 
ver, (not  on  the  north  fide,  as  they  are  placed  in  the  French 
jDiaps)  and  but  forty  miles  directly  weft  from  Albany,  and 
wddiin  the  Englifh  fettlements  ;  Ibme  of  the  Englifh 
farms,  upon  the  fame  river,  being  thirty  miles  further 
weft.  The  Oneydas  (the  next  of  the  five  nations)  He  like- 
wife  weft  from  Albany,  near  the  head  of  the  Mohawk's  ri- 
ver, about  one  hundred  miles  from  Albany,  The  Ononda- 
gas  lie  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  weft  from  Al- 
bany ;  and  the  Tufcaroras  live  partly  with  the  Oneydas,  and 
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partly  with  the  Onondagas*.  The  Cayugas  are  about  one 
hundred  and  fixty  miles  from  Albany ;  and  the  Senecas, 
(the  furtlieft  of  all  thefe  nations,)  are  not  above  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  miles  from  Albany,  as  may  appear  from 
mr.  de  J-'ifle's  map  of  Louifania,  who  lays  down  the 
five  nations  under  the  name  of  Iroquois  :  and  goods  are 
daily  carried,  from  this  province^  to  the  Senecas,  as  well  as 
to  thofe  nations  that  lie  nearer,  by  water,  all  the  way, 
except  three  miles  (or,  in  the  dry  feafons,  five  miles) 
Where  the  traders  carry  over  land  between  the  Mohawk's 
river  and  the  Wood  creek,  which  runs  into  the  Oneyda's 
lake,  without  going  near  either  St.  Lawrence  river,  or  any  of 
the  lakes  upon  which  the  French  pafs,  which  are  entirely 
out  of  their  way. 

^  The  neareil  French  forts,  or  fettlements,  to  Albany,  arc 
•  Chambly,  and  Montreal,  both  of  them  lying  about  north 
and  by  eaft  from  Albany,  and  arc  near  two  hundred  miles 
dillant  from  it.  Q^iiebec  lies  about  three  hundred  and 
eighty  miles  north-eaft  from  Albany.  So  far  is  it  from  being 
true,  that  the  %e  nations  are  iituated  upon  the  banks  of 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  oppofite  to  Quebec,  that  Albany 
lies  almoft  diredtly  between  Q^aebec  and  the  five  nations. 
And  to  fay  that  thefe  Indians  cannot  come  to  ti'ade  at  Al- 
bany, but  by  going  down  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  then 
into  a  lake  eighteen  leagues  from  Albany  (we  fuppofe  they 
mean  lake  Champlain)  paffing  by  the  French  forts,  is  to  the 
fame  purpofe  as  if  they  fnould  fay,  that  one  cannot  go  from 
Lonvion  to  Bdftol,  but  way  of  Edinburgh. 

*  Before  we  go  on  to  obferve  other  particulars,  we  beg 
leave  further  to  remark,  that  it  is  fo  far  from  being  true, 
th':t  the  Indians  in  the  French  intereit,  lie  between  New- 
York  and  oar  live  nadons  of  Indians  ;  that  fome  of  our 
nations  of  Indians  lie  between  the  French  and  the  Indians, 
from  whence  the  French  bring  the  far  greateft  quantity  of 
their  furs  :  for  the  Senecas  (whom  the  French  call  Sonon- 
touonsf)  are  fituated  between  lake  Erie  and  Cadaracqui 
lake,  (called  by  the  French,  Ontario)  near  the  great  fall 
ofIagara:j:,  by  which  all  the  Indians  that  live  round  lake 
Erie,  round  the  lake  of  the  Hurons,  round  the  lake  of  the 
Illinois,  or  Michegan,  and  round  the  great  upper  lake. 


*  De  L'lfle. 
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J  Sometimes  Oniagara,  Ochiiiagara,  but  commonly  Nia- 
gara. 
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generally  pafs  in  their  way  to  Canada.  All  the  Indians  fitii, 
ated  upon  the  branches  of  the  Miffiflippi,  mull  like\\ire 
pafs  by  the  fame  place,  if  they  go  to  Canada.  And  all  of 
them,  likewifc,  in  their  way  to  Canada,  pafs  by  our  trad- 
ing-place upon  the  Cadaracqui  lake,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Onondaga  river.  The  neareft  and  fafeft  way  of  carrying 
goods  upon  the  Cadaracqui  lake,  towards  Canada,  being 
along  the  fouth  fide  of  that  lake,  (near  where  our  Indians 
are  fettled,  and  our  trade  of  late  is  fixed)  and  not  by  the 
north  fide  and  Cadaracqui,  or  Frontenac  fort,  where  the 
French  are  fettled. 

'  Now  that  we  have  reprefented  to  your  excellency,  that 
not  one  word  of  the  geography  of  thefe  merchants  is  time, 
upon  which  all  their  reafoning  is  founded ;  it  might  feem 
needlefs  to  trouble  your  excellency  with  any  further  re- 
marks, were  it  not  to  fhow  with  what  earneftnefs  they  are 
promoting  the  French  interefl,  to  the  prejudice  of  all  his 
majefty's  colonies  in  North-America,  and  that  they  are  not 
afliamed  of  averting  any  thing  for  that  end,  even  in  the 
royal  pre  fence. 

*  Firft  they  fay,  That  by  the  a(5l  pafled  in  this  province, 
entitled,  ^  An  aft  for  the  encourageiTient  of  the  Indian  trade, 
&c.*  all  trade  whatfoever  is  prohibited  in  the  ftridteft  man- 
ner, and  under  the  fevereft  penalties,  between  the  inhabi- 
tants of  New-York  government,  and  the  French  of  Ca- 


which  are  proper  for  the  Indian  trade,  is  prohibited.  The 
trade,  as  to  other  things,  is  left  in  the  fame  ftate  it  was  be^ 
fore  that  ad;  was  made,  as  it  will  appear  to  any  perfon  that 
fhall  read  it :  and  there  are,  yearly,  large  quantities  of  other 
goods,  openly,  carried  to  Canada,  without  any  hindrance 
from  the  government  of  New- York.  Whatever  may  be  faicl 
of  the  fe  verity  and  penalties  in  that  ad:,  they  are  found  in- 
fufficient  to  deter  fome  from  carrying  goods  clandcflinely 
to  the  French  ;  and  the  legiflature  of  this  province  ai  e  con- 
vinced, that  no  penalties  can  be  too  fevere,  to  prevent  a 
trade,  which  puts  the  fafety  of  all  his  majefty's  fubjedls  of 
North  America  in  the  greatefl  danger. 

*  Their  next  aiiertionis,  All  the  Indian  goods  have  by 
this  ad  beenraifed  25I.  to  30I.  per  cent."  This  is  the  only 
allegation  in  the  whole  petition  that  there  is  any  ground 
for.  Neverthelefs,  though  the  common  channel  of  trade 
cannot  be  altered  without  fome  detriment  to  it  in  the  be- 
ginning ;  vv^e  are  allured  from  the  cuflom-houfe  books,  that 
there  has  been  every  year,  fince  the  palling  of  this  ad,  nior-e 


nada." 

*  This  is  not  true  ;  for  only 


goods  to  the  French, 
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furs  exported  from  New-York,  than  in  the  year  mimedi- 
ately  before  the  paffing  of  this  ad:.  It  is  not  probable  that 
the  greateft  difference  between  the  exportation,  any  year 
before  this  ad;,  and  any  year  fince,  could  fo  much  alter  tlie 
price  of  beaver,  as  it  is  found  to  be  this  laft:  year.  Beaver 
is  earned  to  Britain  from  other  parts  befides  New- York, 
and  ic  is  certain  that  the  price  of  beaver  is  not  fo  much  al^ 
tered  here  by  the  quantity  in  our  market,  as  by  the  de- 
mand for  it  in  Britain.  But  as  we  cannot  be  fo  well  inform- 
ed here,  what  occadons  beaver  to  be  m  greater  demand  in 
Britain,  v^^e  muft  leave  that  to  be  enquired  after  in  England, 
However,  we  are  fully  fatisfied,  that  it  will  be  found  to  be 
for  very  different  realbns  from  v»'hat  the  merchants  allege. 

'  The  merchants  go  on  and  fay,  Whereas,  on  the  other 
hand,  this  branch  of  the  New- York  trade,  by  the  difcour- 
agements  brought  upon  it  by  this  ad,  is  alrnoft  wholly  en- 
gTolTed  by  the  Frencii,  who  have  already  by  this  ad,  been 
encouraged  to  fend  proper  European  goods  to  Canada,  to 
carry  on  this  trade,  fo  that  fhould  this  ad  be  continued, 
the  New- York  trade,  which  is  very  conilderable,  muft  be 
wholly  loft  to  us,  and  centre  in  the  French. — Though  New- 
York  lliould  not  furniih  them,  the  French  would  find  an- 
other way  to  be  fupplied  therewith,  either  from  fome 
other  of  his  majefty's  plantations,  or,  it  might  be,  dii"edly 
from  Europe. — Many  of  the  goods,  which  the  Indians 
want,  being  as  eafy  to  be  had  diredly  from  France  or  Hol- 
land, as  from  Great-Britain." 

'  This  is  eafily  anfwered,  by  informiaig  your  excellency, 
that  the  principal  of  the  goods  proper  for  the  Indian  mar- 
ket, are  only  of  the  manufaduves  of  Great-Britain^  or  of 
the  Britiih  plantations,  viz.  ftrouds,  or  ftroud- waters,  and 
other  woolens,  and  rum. — The  French  muft  be  obliged 
to  buy  all  Lheir  v»^oolens  (the  ftrouds  efpecially)  in  Eng- 
land, and  thence  carry  them  to  France,  in  order  to  their 
traiifportation  to  Canada. 

*  The  voyage  to  Ojiebec,  through  the  bay  of  St.  Law^ 
rence,  is  well  known  ro  be  the  moft  dangerous  of  any  in  the 
world,  and  only  pradicable  in  the  fummer  monthSk  The 
Frt'iich  have  no  commcdi.ies  in  Canada,  by  reafon  of  the 
cold  and  ba- ve:inels  of  rhe  foil,  proper  for  the  Weft  India 
anarkets  ;  and  therefore  have  no  rum  but  by  vellels  from 
France,  that  touch  at  their  iilands  in  the  Weft  Indies.  New- 
York  ha3,  by  lea^'on  of  its  lituation,  both  as  to  the  fea  and 
the  indinns, every  way  the  advantage  of  Canada.  The  New- 
York  vellels  make  always  two  voyages  in  a  year  from  Eng- 
land^ one  in  fummer,  and  another  in  winter,  and  feveral 
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voyages  in  a  year  to  the  W cft-Indies.  It  is  manifeJl,  tJiere-' 
fore,  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  tlie  French  to  impoit 
any  goods  near  lo  cheap^  to  Canafcia,  as  they  are  imported 
to  New-York. 

'  But  to  put  this  out  of  all  controverfy,  we  need  only 
obferve  to  your  excellency,  that  ftrouds  (without  which  no 
confiderable  trade  can  be  carried  on  with  the  Indians)  are 
fold  at  Albany  for  lol.  a  piece:  they  were  fold  at  Mon- 
treal, before  this  acH:  took  place,  at  13I.  2s.  6d.  and  now 
they  are  fold  there  for  25I.  and  upwards  ;  wliich  is  an  evi- 
dent proof,  that  the  French  have  not,  in  tliefe  four  years 
time,  (during  the  continuance  of  this  act)  found  out  any 
other  way  to  fnpply  themfelves  with  ftrouds  ;  ansL  likcwiie 
that  they  cannot  U'ade  without  them,  feeing  they  buy  theaa 
at  fo  extravagant  a  price. 

^  It  likewifc  appears,  that  nons  of  the  neighbouring  co- 
lonies have  been  able  to  fupply  the  Ficnch  with  \hcfe 
goods  ;  and  thofe,  that  know  the  geography  of  the  coun- 
try, knovv'  it  is  impracacable  to  do  it  at  any  tolerable 
rate,  bccar.fe  they  muii  carry  their  goods  ten  times  further 
by  land  than  we  need  to  do. 

*  We  are  likewife  ailiired,  that  the  merchants  of  IVIon- 
treal  lately  told  mr.  Vaudreuil,  tlieir  governor,  tliat  if  th? 
trade  from  Albany  be  not  by  fome  mean  or  other  encour- 
aged, they  muft  abandon  that  fettlement.  We  have  reafon, 
therefore,  to  fufpe(ft,  that  thefe  merchants  (atlei  fl  fome  of 
them)  have  been pracnrifcd  upon  by  the  French  agents  in  Lon- 
don ;  for  no  doubt,  the  French  will  leave  no  m-cihod  un- 
tried to  defeat  the  prefent  def  gns  of  this  government,  fee- 
ing they  are  more  afraid  of  the  coufcquences  of  this  trade 
between  New-York  and  die  Indians,  than  of  all  the  warlike 
expeditions  that  ever  were  attempted  againft  Canada. 

*  But  to  return  to  the  petitioneis.  "  They  conceive 
nothing  can  tend  more  to  the  withdrav.  ing  the  affetflions  of 
the  five  nations  of  Indians  from  the  Englilh  intercit,  than 
the  continuance  of  the  faid  act,  which  in  its  effecM:s  reftrains 
them  from  a  free  commerce  with  tije  inhabitants  of  New- 
York,  and  may  too  probably  ?ftrange  them  from  the  Enj^- 
lilh  intereft  ;  whereas,  by  a  freedom  of  commerce,  and  an 
encouraged  intercoutfe  of  trade  with  the  French  and  tlieir 
Indians,  the  Ejiglifh  intereft  might,  in  time,  be  greatly  im- 
proved and  ftrengthened." 

*  It  feems  to  us  a  ftrange  argument  to  fiy,  that  an  ad?, 
the  whole  purport  of  which  is  to  encourage  our  own  peo- 
ple to  go  among  the  IndianSj  and  to  draw  the  far  Indians 
through  our  Indian  country  to  Albany  (and  which  has  trul^ 
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produced  tliefe  elFedls)  wonld,  on  the  contrsry,  refti-ain 
them  f  rom  a  free  commerce  v>'ith  the  inhabitants  or  New- 
York,  and  may  too  prohably  eft-ange  them  from  the  £ng- 
Wfh  inte/ell  ;  and  therefore  ciiat  it  would  be  much  wifer  in 
V!S,  to  make  ufe  of  the  French,  to  promote  the  Englifh  in- 
tereft  ;  and  for  which  end,  we  ought  to  encourage  a  free 
intercom fe  between  them  and  our  hidians.  Thereverfe  of 
this  is  exacfcly  true,  in  the  opinion  of  our  five  nations  ; 
who,  in  all  their  public  treaties  with  this  government,  have 
reprefented  againft  this  trade,  as  the  building  the  Frencli 
forts  with  Englilh  ftronds  :  that  the  encouraging  a  free- 
dom of  commerce  with  our  Indians  and  the  Indiaiis  round 
them,  who  mull  pafi  through  their  country  to  Albany ,would 
certainly  increafe  both  the  Englifli  intereft  and  theirs, 
among  all  the  nations  to  the  weftward  of  them  ;  and  that 
the  carrying  the  Indian  'market  to  Montreal  m  Canada, 
di-av7S  ail  the  far  Indians  thither. 

^  The  laft  thing  we  have  to  take  notice  of,  is  what  the 
merchants  aflerted  before  the  lords  of  trade,  viz.  That 
there  has  not  been  half  the  quantity  of  European  goods  ex- 
ported fmce  the  pafiing  of  this  act,  that  ufed  to  be." — ^  Wc 
are  well  allured,  that  this  is  no  better  gi-ounded  than  the 
above  facts  they  allert  with  the  fame  politivenefs.  For  it  is 
well  known,  alnioft  to  evei  y  perlbn  in  Nevi  -York,  that 
there  has  not  been  a  lefs,  b  it  rather  a  greater  quantity' of 
European  goods  imported  inro  this  place,  fince  the  pading 
of  this  act,  than  was  at  aiiy  time  before  it,  in  the  fame  fpace 
of  time.  As  this  appea  rs  by  the  manifefts  in  the  cuftom-houfe 
here,  the  fame  may  likewife  be  eafily  proved  by  the  cuf. 
tom-houfe  books  in  London. 

^  As  all  the  arg-.iments  of  the  merchants  run  upon  the  iM 
efrefts  this  acl  has  had  upon  the  trade  and  the  minds  of  the 
Indians,  everyone  of  which  we  have  iliown  tobe  aflerted, 
without  the  lead  foundation  to  fupport  them  ;  there 
nothing  now  remains,  but  to  {how  the  good  effetfts  this  a(ft  has 
produced,  which  are  Co  notorious  in  this  province,  that  we 
know  not  one  perfon  that  now  opens  his  moutii  agaiuft  tlie 
a(fc. 

*  Befo**e  th's  acl;  pafted,  none  of  the  people  of  this  pro- 
vince travelled  into  the  Indian  countries  to  trade.  We  have 
now  above  forty  young  men,  who  have  beenfcveral  times  as 
far  as  the  lakes  a  trading,  and  thereby  become  well  acquaint- 
ed, not  only  with  the  trade  of  the  Indians,  but  likewife  with 
their  manners  and  languages  ;  and  thofe  have  returned 
with  fuch  large  qv.antities  of  furs,  that  greater  numbers  are 
refolv^d  to  fQllcw  their  example  ;  fo  that  we  have  goo4 
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reafon  to  hope,  that  in  a  little  time,  the  Englifn  will  draw 
the  whole  Indian  ti  ade  of  the  inland  countries  to  Albany, 
and  into  the  country  of  the  tive  nations.  This  government 
has  built  a  public  trading  houfe  upon  Cadaracqui  lake,  at 
Irondequat  in  the  Senecas  land,  and  another  is  to  be  built, 
next  fpring,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Onondagas  river.  All  the 
far  Indians  pafs  by  thefe  places,  in  their  way  to  Canada; 
and  they  are  not  above  half  fo  far  from  the  £nglifh  fettle- 
ments,  as  they  are  from  the  French. 

*  So  far  is  it  from  being  true  what  the  merchants  fay. 
That  the  French  forts  interrupt  all  commimication  be- 
tween the  Indians  and  the  Englifli  that  if  tbefe  places  be 
"Well  fupportcd,  as  they  eafily  can  be  from  our  fettlemcnts, 
in  cafe  of  a  rupture  with  the  French,  it  will  be  in  the  pow- 
er of  this  province,  to  intercept  the  greatelt  part  of  the 
trade  between  Canada  and  the  Indians  round  the  lakes  and 
the  branches  of  the  Mifliliippi. — Since  this  acl  palled^  many 
nations  have  come  to  Albany  to  trade,  and  peace  and  friend- 
Ihip,  w  hofe  names  had  not  ib  much  as  Leen  heard  of  a- 
mong  us. — In  the  beginnirg  of  May,  1 72^,  a  nation  of  In- 
dians came  to  Albany,  Unging  and  dancing,  with  their  ca- 
lumets before  them,  as  they  always  do  when  they  come 
to  any  place,  where  they  have  not  been  before.  We  do 
not  find  that  the  commiffioners  of  Indian  affairs,  were  able 
to  inform  themfelves  what  nation  this  was. 

'  Towards  the  end  of  the  far  e  month,  eighty  men,  be- 
lides  the  women  and  children,  cam.e  to  Albany  in  the  fame 
manner.  Thefe  had  one  of  our  five  nations  with  them  for 
an  interpreter,  by  whom  they  informed  the  com:niflioners, 
that  they  were  of  a  great  nation,  called  Nehkereages,  con- 
lifting  of  fix  caftles  and  trib("S  ;  and  that  they  lived,  near  a 
place  called  by  the  French,  Miflimakinah,  betw  een  the  up- 
per lake  and  the  lake  of  the  Hurons.  The(e  Indians  not 
only  defired  a  free  commerce,  but  likewife  to  enter  into  a 
ftrict  league  of  friendfhip  with  us  and  our  fix  nations,  that 
they  might  be  accounted  the  fcventh  motion  in  the  league  ; 
and  being  received  accordingly,  they  left  their  calumet  as 
a  pledge  of  their  fidelity.  In  fune,  another  nation  ar- 
rived, but  from  what  part  of  the  continent  we  have  not: 
learned. 

•  In  July,  the  Twiglmvies  arrived,  and  brought  an  In- 
dian interpreter  of  our  nations  with  them,  who  told,  that 
they  were  called  by  the  French  Mianiie.>,  and  that  they  live 
tipon  one  of  the  branches  of  the  river  ?/Hflii]ippi. — Ac  the 
tome  time,  fbme  of  the  Talifagrondie  Indians,  who  live  l>e- 
tween  lal^e  Erie  and  the  lake  Ku.  ous,  near  a  French  fet  Je- 
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jiient,  did  come  and  renew  their  league  with  the  Englifh, 
nor  durft  the  French  hinder  tliem. — In  July  this  year,  an- 
other nation  came,  whofe  fituation  and  name  we  know 
not ;  and  in  i\.uguit  and  September,  feveral  parties  qf  the 
fame  Indians,  that  had  been  here  laft  year  :  but  the  gi  eateil 
mimbers  of  thefe  far  IiMlians  have  been  met  this  year  in  the 
Indian  country  by  our  traders,  everyone  of  them  endea- 
vouring to  get  before  another,  in  order  to  reap  the  profits 
©I  fo  advantageous  a  trade,  which  has  all  this  fununer  long, 
kept  about  forty  traders  conftantly  employed,  in  going  be- 
tween our  tradiug-plaiccs,  in  our  Iiidiatfi  eo^untiy,  aaaa  Al- 
bany. 

^  All  thefe  nations  of  Indians,  who  came  to  Albany,  faid, 
that  the  French  had  told  them  many  ftrange  (lories  of  the 
.Englifh,  and  did  what  they  could,  to  hinder  their  coining 
to  Albany ;  but  that  they  had  refolved  to  bre^  through 
by  force.  The  diiference  on  this  fcore  between  the  Tahfa- 
grondie  Indians  and  the  French  (who  have  a  fort  and  fet- 
tlernent  there,  called  by  them  le  Detroit)  rofe  to  that  height, 
this  liimnier,  that  mr.  Tonti,  who  commanded  there, 
thought  it  proper  to  retire,  and  return  to  Canada  with  many 
of  his  men. 

<  We  are,  for  thefe  reafons,  w^Il  aflured,  that  this  year 
there  will  be  more  beaver  exported  for  Great  Britain,  than 
ever  was  from  this  province  in  one  year  ;  and  that  if  the 
cuftom-houfe  books  at  London  be  looked  into,  it  will  be 
found,  that  there  will  be  a  far  greater  quantity  of  goods  for 
the  Indians  (ftrouds  efpecially)  jfent  over  next  fpring,  than 
ever  was  at  any  one  time  to  this  provmce.  For  the  mer- 
chants here  tell  us,  that  they  have  at  this  time  ordered  more 
of  thefe  goods,  than  ever  was  done  at  any  one  time  before. 

'  Thefe  matters  of  fact  prove,  beyond  contraditftion,  that 
this  atft  has  been  of  the  grcatcfh  feiHice  to  New -York,  ia 
making  us  acquainted  with  many  nations  of  Indians,  for- 
merly entirely  unknown,  and  ftrangers,  to  us  ;  withdraw-, 
ing  them  from  their  dependence  upon  the  French,  and  iii 
unitin  g  them  to  us  a^nd  our  Indians,  by  means  of  trade  and 
iiidtual  offices  of  friendfnip. — Of  wiiat  great  confequence 
this  may  be  to  the  Britifn  intereft  in  genjeral,  as  to  trade,  is 
apparent  to  any  body.  It  is  no  lefs  apparent,  likewife,  that 
it  is  of  the  greateft  confequence  to  the  iafcty  of  all  the  Bri- 
tifti  colonics  in  North  America.  We  feel,  too  fenfibly,  tht 
ill  elfedts  of  the  French  intereft  in  the  prcfent  war  bctwiatj 
New  England,  and  only  one  nation  o€  Indians  fuppoiiic^ 
by  the  French.  Of  what  dirmal  confcqucnccs  thenmi^iti 
be,  if  the  French  Hioukl  be  able  to  iidlueiicc,  in  the  " 
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manfler,  fo  many  and  fucli  numerous  nations,  as  lie  to  the 
weftward  of  this  province,  Pennfylvania,  and  Maryland  ? 
On  the  other  hand,  if  all  thefe  nations  (who  aflert  their  own 
freedom,  and  declare  themfelves  friends  to  thofe  that  fup- 
ply  them  beft  with  what  they  want)  be  brought  to  have 
a  dependence  upon  the  Englifh  (as  we  have  good  reafon 
to  hope  in  a  fhort  time  they  will)  the  French  of  Canada,  in 
cafe  of  a  war,  mult  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  Englilh. 

'  To  thefe  advantages  muft  be  added,  that  many  of  our 
young  men  having  been  induced  by  this  adl  to  travel  a- 
mong  the  Indians,  they  learn  their  manners,  theu'  lan- 
guages, and  the  fituation  of  all  their  countries,  and  become 
inured  to  all  manner  of  fatigues  and  hardfliips  ;  and  a  great 
many  more  being  refolved  to  follow  their  example,  thefe 
young  men,  in  cafe  of  war  with  the  Lidians,  will  be  of  ten 
times  the  fervice,  that  the  fame  number  of  the  common  mili- 
tia can  be  of. — The  efFedls  of  this  ad;  havelikewife  fo  much 
quieted  the  minds  of  the  people,  with  refpecl  to  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  frontiers,  that  our  fettlements  are  now  extend- 
ed above  thirty  miles  further  weft  towards  the  Indian  coun- 
tries, than  they  were  before  it  pafled . 

^  The  only  thing  that  now  remains  to  anfwer,  is  an  ob-  , 
jevflion  which  we  fuppofe  may  be  made,  what  can  induce 
the  merchants  of  London  to  petition  againft  an  ad:,  which 
will  be  really  fo  much  for  their  intereft  in  the  end  ?  The 
reafon  is,  in  all  probability,  becaufe  they  only  conlider  their 
prefent  gain  ;  and  that  they  are  not  at  all  concerned  for  the 
fafety  of  this  country,  in  encouraging  the  moft  neceflaiy 
undertaking,  if  they  apprehend  their  profit  for  two  or  three 
years  may  be  leflened  by  it.  Tliis  inclination  of  the  mer- 
chants has  been  fo  notorious,  that  few  nations  at  war  with 
their  neighbours,  have  been  able  to  reftrain  them  from  fup- 
plying  their  enemies  with  ammunition  and  arms.  The 
count  d'Eltrade,  in  his  letters  in  1638,  fays,  that  when  the 
Dutch  were  befieging  Antwerp,  one  Beiland,  who  had  load- 
ed four  fly -boats  with  arms  and  powder  for  Antwerp,  being 
taken  up  by  the  prince  of  Orange's  order,  and  examined 
at  Amfterdam,  faid  boldly,  that  the  burghers  of  Amfterdam 
had  a  right  to  trade  every  where  :  that  he  could  name  a 
hundred  that  were  fadors  for  the  merchants  at  Antwerp^ 
and  that  he  was  one.  "That  trade  cannot  be  interrupted^ 
and  that  for  his  part  he  was  very  free  to  own,  that  if  to  get 
any  thing  by  trade,  it  were  neceflary  to  pafs  through  hell, 
he  would  venture  to  burn  his  fails."  *  When  this  principle, 
fo  common  to  merchants^  is  confidered^  and  that  fome  m 
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this  place  have  got  eftates  by  trading  many  years  to  Canada, 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered,  that  they  have  a<5led  as  fadcors  for 
Canada  in  this  affair,  and  that  they  have  tranfmitted  fuch 
accounts  to  their  correfpondents  in  London,  as  are  confiftent 
with  the  trult  repofed  in  them  by  the  merchants  of  Ca- 
nada. 

*  In  the  laft  place,  we  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  it  may 
be  proper  to  print  the  petition  of  the  merchants  of  Lon- 
don, and  their  allegations  before  the  lords  of  trade,  toge- 
ther with  the  anfwers  your  committee  has  made  thereto, 
in  vindication  of  tlie  legiflature  of  this  province,  of  which 
we  have  the  honour  to  be  a  part,  if  your  excellency  fhall 
approve  of  our  anfwers  ;  that  what  we  have  faid  may  be 
expofed  to  the  examination  of  every  one  in  this  place,  where 
the  truth  of  the  matters  of  faA  is  belt  known,  and  that  the 
correipondents  of  thefe  merchants  may  have  the  moft  pub- 
lic notice  to  reply,  if  they  fliall  think  it  proper,  or  to  dif- 
own,  in  a  public  manner,  that  they  are  the  authors  of  fuch 
ground lefs  informations.  All  which  is  unanimoufly  and 
humbly  fubmittcd  by 

^  Your  excellency's 

^  Prioft  obedient  humble  fervants^ 

<  il.  Walter,  '  Cad wal lad erC olden, 
'  Rip  Van  Dam,         '  James  Alexander, 

*  John  Barbarie^  ^  Abraliam  Van  Hornc.' 

<  Fr.  Karilbn, 

Governor  Burnet  tranfmitted  this  report  to  the  board  of 
trade  ;  and  it  had  the  intended  effcd:.  About  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1 724,  an  unfortunate  difpute  commenced  in  the 
French  church,  of  which,  becaufe  it  had  no  fmall  influ- 
ence on  the  public  affairs  of  the  government,  I  fliall  lay  be- 
fore the  reader  a  fliort  account. 

The  perfecutions  in  France,  which  enfued  upon  the  re- 
vocation of  the  edi(ffc  of  Nantz,  drove  the  proteftant  fub- 
jecfts  of  Louis  XIV.  into  the  territories  of  other  princes. 
Many  of  them  fled  even  into  this  province  :  the  mofl:  opu- 
lent fettled  hi  the  city  of  New- York  ;  others  went  into  the 
cov  .itry,  and  planted  New  Rochelle  ;  and  a  few  feated 
themfelves  at  the  New  Paltz  in  Ulfter  county.  Thofe,  wha 
reflded  in  New-York,  foon  erected  a  church,  upon  the 
principles  and  model  of  that  in  Geneva  ;  and  by  their 
growth  and  foreign  acceflions,  formed  a  congregation,  for 
numbers  and  riches,  fuperior  to  all  but  the  Dutch.  They 
had  two  minifters  j  B.ou,  the  flrft  called,  was  a  man  of 
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icaming,  but  proud,  pleafaraoie,  and  paffionate.  Mouli- 
naa^s,  his  colleague,  ^vas  moft  ditdn<rLiiflied  for  his  pacific 
fpirit,  dull  parts,  and  unblameable  life  and  converfation. 
R.OU  defpifed  his  fellow  labourer,  and,  for  a  long  time, 
commanded  the  whole  congregation,  by  the  faperiority  of 
his  talents  for  the  pulpit.  The  other,  impatient  of  repeat- 
ed affronts  and  open  contempt,  raifed  a  pany  in  liis  fa- 
vour, a!id  this  year  fucceeded  in  the  election  of  a  fet  of  el-? 
dc'S,  difpofed  to  lumible  the  delinquent.  Rou,  being  fafpi- 
cious  of  the  defign,  rcfufed  to  acknowledge  them  duly 
elecled.  Incenfed  at  this  conducii,  they  entered  an  acft  in 
their  minutes,  difmiilinghim  from  the  paftoral  charge  of  the 
church,  and  procured  a  ratification  of  the  acl  under  the 
hands  of  the  majority  of  the  people.  Governor  Buniet  had, 
long  before  this  time,  admitted  Rou  into  his  familiarity,  on 
the  fcore  of  his  learning  :  and  that  confidevation  encourag- 
ed a  petition  to  him,  from  Ron's  adherents,  complaining  a- 
gainfl  the  elders.  The  matter  was  then  rcfciTed  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  council,  who  advifed  that  the  congregation 
fhould  be  admoniflicd,  to  bring  their  differences  to  an  ami- 
cable conclufion.  Some  overtures,  to  that  end,  were  at- 
tempted ;  and  the  elders  offered  to  fubmit  the  controver- 
iy  to  the  Dutch  minifters.  But  Rou,  who  knew  that  the 
French  church  in  this  country,  without  a  fy  nod  was  luior- 
ganized,  and  could  not  reftrain  him,  chofe  rather  to  bring 
his  bill  in  chancery  before  the  governor. 

Mr.  Alexander  wai  his  council ;  and  mr.  Smith*,  a  young 
lawyer,  of  the  firfl  reputation  as  a  fpeaker,  appeared  foe 
the  elders.  He  pleaded  to  the  jurifdidtion  of  the  court,  in- 
filling that  the  matter  was  entirely  ecclefiafHcal,  and,  in  the 
profecution  of  his  argument,  entered  largely  into  an  ex- 
amination of  the  government  of  the  proteftant  churches  in 
France.  According  to  which,  he  fliowed,  that  the  confiftory 
were  the  proper  judges  of  the  point  in  difpute,  in  tiie  firft 
initance  ;  and  that  from  thence  an  appeal  lay  to  a  collogue, 
next  to  a  provincial,  and  laft  of  all  to  a  national  fynod.  Mr. 
Burnet  neverthelefs  over-ruled  the  plea  ;  and  the  defen- 
dants, being  fearfid  of  a  decree,  that  might  expofe  their 
own  eftates  to  the  payment  of  Ron's  falary,  thought  it  ad^ 


*  Thefe  gentlemen  came  into  the  colony  in  the  fame  fhip 
in  1715.  The  latter  was  born  at  Newport  Pagnel,  in  Buck- 
inghamfhire.  They  were  among  the  principal  agents  in  the 
political  flruggles  during  the  adminiftration  of  col.  Cofby. 
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vifeable  to  drop  their  debates,  reinftate  the  niinifter,  an4 
leave  the  church. 

All  thofe,  who  oppofed  Rou,  were  difobliged  with  the 
governor  :  among  thefe  mr.  de  Lancey  was  the  moft  con- 
liderable  for  his  weakh  and  popular  influence.  He  was  very 
rigid  in  his  religious  profeflion,  one  of  the  firft  builders, 
and  by  far  the  moft  generous  benefadlor,  of  the  French 
church  ;  and  therefore  left  it  with  the  utmoft  reluctance. 
Mr.  Burnet,  before  this  time,  had  conlidered  him  as  his 
enemy,  becaufe  he  had  oppofed  the  prohibition  of  the 
French  trade  ;  and  this  led  him  into  a  ttep,  wliich,  as  it 
was  a  perfonal  indignity,  mr.  de  Lancey  could  never  recoi- 
led: without  refentment.  This  gentleman  was  returned  for 
the  city  of  Ne\v-York,  in  the  room  of  adeceafed  member, 
at  the  meeting  of  the  afl'embly  m  September  1725.  When 
he  offered  himfelf  for  the  oaths,  mr.  Burnet  afked  him  how 
he  became  a  fubjed:  of  the  crown  ?  He  anfwered,  that  he 
was  denizened  in  England  :  and  his  excellency  difmifled 
him,  taking  time  to  confider  the  matter.  Mr.  de  Lancey 
then  laid  before  the  houfe  an  acft  of  a  notary  public,  certi- 
fying that  he  was  named  in  a  patent  of  denization,  grant- 
ed in  the  reign  of  James  the  fecond — a  patent  of  the  fame 
kind,  under  the  great  feal  of  this  province,  in  1686— -and 
two  certificates,  one  of  his  having  taken  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance, according  to  an  adt  pafled  here  in  1683,  and  another 
of  his  ferving  in  feveral  former  aflemblies.  The  governor, 
in  the  mean  time,  confulted  the  chief  juflice,  and  tranf^ 
mitted  his  opinion  *  to  the  houfe,  who  refolved  in  favour 
of  mr.  de  Lancey.  Several  other  new  reprefentatives  came 
in,  at  this  feffion,  upon  the  deceafe  of  the  old  members  ; 
and  Adolph  Philipfe,  who  was  fometime  before  difmifled 
<i*om  the  council  board,  was  eledted  into  the  fpeaker's 
chair,  in  the  abfence  of  mr.  Livingfton.  The  majority, 
however,  continued  in  the  intereft  of  the  governor  ;  and 
confented  to  the  revival  of  the  feveral  atfts,  which  had  been 
pafled  for  prohibiting  the  French  trade  ;  which,  in  fpitc 
of  all  the  reftraints  laid  upon  it,  was  clandeftinely  earned 
on  by  the  people  of  Albany.  Ofwego,  neverthelefs,  grew 


*  What  colonel  Morris's  opinion  was,  I  hare  not  been 
able  to  difcover.  Governor  Burnet's  condud:  was  thought 
to  be  unconftitutional,  and  an  mvafioivof  the  rights  of  the 
aflembly,  who  claim  the  exclufive  privilege  of  determining 
tlie  qualific^ions  of  their  own  members. 
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gonfiderable  for  its  commerce  :  fifty-feven  canoes  went  there 
this  fummer,  and  retumed  withfeven  hundred  and  thirty ? 
eight  packs  of  beaver  and  deer  flvins. 

Nothing  covild  more  naturally  excite  the  jealoufy  of  the 
French,  than  the  eredlion  of  the  new  trading  houfe  at  tlK 
xnouth  of  the  Onondasa  river.  Fearful  of  lomio;  a  profitable 
trade,  which  they  had  almoft  entirely  engrofled,  and  the 
command  of  the  lake  Ontario,  they  launched  two  veflels 
in  it  in  1726,  and  tranfjported  materials,  for  building  a 
large  ftore-houle,  and  repairing  the  fort  at  Niagara.  The 
fcheme  was  not  onl^  to  lecure  to  themfelves  the  entrance 
into  the  weft  end  of  the  lake,  as  they  already  had  the  eail, 
by  the  fraudulent  erection  of  fort  Fronteuac,  many  years 
before  ;  but  alfo  to  carry  their  trade  more  wefterly,  and 
thus  render  Ofwego  ufelefs,  by  (lioi  tening  the  travels  of  the 
weftern  Indians,  near  two  hundred  miles.  Baron  de  Lon- 
guiel,  who  had  tlie  chief  command  in  Canada,  on  the  death 
of  the  marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  in  October  1725,  was  fo  in- 
tent upon  this  projei^t,  that  he  went,  in  perfon,  to  the  On- 
ondaga canton,  for  leave  to  raife  the  (lore -houfe  at  Nia- 
gara ;  and  as  thofe  Indians  were  moft  of  all  cxpofed  to  the 
jntrigues  of  the  jefuits,  who  cpnttantly  rcfidcd  amongft 
them,  he  prevailed  upon  them  by  fraud  and  falfe  repre- 
fentations,  to  cpnfent  to  it,  for  their  protetftion  again  it  the 
Englifti.  But  as  foon  as  this  matter  was  made  known  to  the; 
other  nations,  they  declared  the  permiffion  granted  by  the 
(Dnondagas  to  be  abfolutely  void  ;  and  fent  deputies  to  Nia- 
gara, with  a  mcflage,  lignjfying  that  the  country,  in  which 
they  were  at  work,  belonged  folely  to  the  Senecas  ;  and 
required  them  immediately  to  defiiV.  The  French,  notwith- 
(landing,  were  regardlefs  of  the  embaflage,  and  pulhed  on 
their  enterprife  with  all  pollible  difpatch,  while  Joncaire 
exerted  all  his  addrefs  among  the  Indians,  to  prevent  the 
demolition  of  the  works.  Canada  was  very  much  indebted 
to  the  inceflant  intrigues  of  this  man.  He  had  been  adopted 
by  the  Senecas,  and  was  well  efteemed  by  the  Onondagas. 
He  Ijpoke  the  Indian  language,  as  Charlevoix  informs  us, 

avecla  plus  fublime  eloquence  Iroquoife/'  and  had  lived 
amongft  them,  after  their  manner,  from  the  beginning  of 
queen  Anne's  reign.  All  thefe  advantages  he  improved 
for  the  intereft  of  liis  coimtry  ;  he  facilitated  the  miiliona- 
ries  in  their  progrefs  through  the  cantons,  and  more  than 
any  man  contributed  to  render  their  dependence  upon  the 
Englifh,  weak  and  precarious.  Convinced  of  this,  colonel 
Schuyler  urged  the  Indians,  at  his  treaty  with  them^  i^ 
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3:719,  to  drive  Joncaire  out  of  their  country  ;  but  his  en- 
deavours were  fruitlefs*. 

The  jefuit  Charlevoix  does  honour  to  mr.  Burnet,  in  de- 
claring that  he  left  no  flone  unturned,  to  defeat  the  French 
deligns  at  Niagai-a.  Nor  is  it  much  to  be  wondered  at.  for 
belides  fupplanting  his  favourite  trade  at  Ofwego,  it  tended 
to  the  defecftion  of  the  five  nations  ;  and  in  cafe  of  a  rup- 
ture, expofed  the  frontiers  of  our  fouthern  colonies  to  the 
ravages  of  the  French  and  their  allies.  Mr.  Burnet,  upon 
whom  thefe  confiderations  made  the  deepeft  impreffion, 
laid  the  matter  before  the  houfe — remonftrated  againft  the 
proceedings  to  Longuiel  in  Canada — wrote  to  the  m.iniftry 
in  England,  who  complained  of  them  to  the  French  court 
— and  met  the  confederates  at  Albany,  endeavouring  to 
convince  them  of  the  danger  they,  themfelves,  would  be 
in,  from  an  afpiriug,  ambitious  neighbour.  He  fpoke  fir  ft 
about  the  affair,  privately  to  the  fachems,  and  afterwards,  in 
the  public  conference,  irxformed  them  of  all  the  encroach- 
ments which  the  French  had  made  upon  their  fathers,  and 
the  ill  ufage  ibcy  had  met  with,  according  to  la  Potherie's 
account,  publifhed  with  tlie  privilege  of  the  French  king, 
at  Paris,  in  1/22.  He  then  rcminded  them  of  the  kind  treat- 
jnent  they  had  received  from  the  Englifh,  who  conftantly 
fed  and  cloathed  them,  and  never  attempted  uny  a(fl  of 
hoftilities  to  their  p -eiudice.  Tiiis  fpeecli  was  extremely 
well  drawa,  the  thoughts  being  conceived  in  ftrong  figures, 
particula  iy  expieflive  arid  agreeable  to  the  Indians.  The 
governor  req'jired  an  explicit  declaration  of  their  fenti^ 
ments,  conceriiing the  French  tranfadiions  at  Niagara;  and 
their  anlwer  was  truly  categorical.  We  fpeak  now  in  the 
name  of  all  tlie  fix  nations,  and  come  to  you  howling.  This 
is  the  reafon  v/hy  we  howl,  that  the  governor  of  Canada 
encroaches  on  our  land,  and  builds  thereon."  After  which 
,  they  intreated  him  to  write  to  the  king  for  fuccour.  Mr. 
Burnet  embraced  this  favourable  opportunity  to  procure 
from  them  a  deed,  furrendcring  their  country  to  his  majef- 
ty,  to  be  protecfted  for  their  ufe,  and  confirming  their 
grant  in  1 701,  concerning  which  there  was  only  an  entry  in 


*  The  fame  thing  has  fince  been  frequently  laboured, 
but  to  no  purpofe.  His  fon  continued  the  courfe  of  intrigues 
begun  by  the  father,  till  general  Shirley,  while  he  was  at 
Ofwego  in  1755,  prevailed  upon  the  Senecas  to  or^er  him 
to  Canada, 
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the  books  of  the  fecretary  for  Indian  affairs*.  It  happened 
very  unfortunately,  that  his  excellency's  hands  were  tiien 
more  weakened  than  ever,  by  the  growing  difdFeCtion  in 
the  houfe.  The  intrigues  of  his  adverfai  ies,  and  the  fre- 
quent deaths  of  the  members,  had  introduced  fuch  a 
change  in  the  aflembly,  that  it  was  with  dithculty  he  pro- 
ciu-ed  a  three  years  fapport.  The  clamours  of  the  people 
ran  fb  high  without  doors  for  a  new  eleclion,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  diflblve  the  houfe,  and  loon  after  another  diflb- 
lution  enfued  on  the  death  of  the  king.  The  French,  in  the 
mean  time,  completed  their  works  at  Niagara :  and  mr.  Bur- 
net, who  was  unable  to  do  any  thing  elfe,  erected  a  fort,  in 
1727,  for  the  proteAion  of  the  poil  and  trade  at  Cfwego. 
This  necefiary  undertaking  was  pregnant  with  the  moi\  im- 
portant confequenccs,  not  only  to  this,  but  all  our  colonies  ; 
and  though  the  governor's  feafonable  activity  deferred  the 
hlgheft  teillmonials  of  our  gratitude,  I  am  afhamed  to  con- 
fcfs,  what  I  am  bound  to  relate,  that  lie  built  the  fort  at  his 
private  expenfe,  and  that  a  balance  of  about  56I.  principal, 
though  frequently  demanded,  remains  due  to  his  cftate  to 
this  veiy  day. 

Beauharnois,  the  governor  of  Canada,  who  fuperfeded 
Longuiel,  was  fo  incenfed  at  the  building  of  the  fort,  that 
he  fent  a  written  fummons  in  July,  to  the  officer  polled 
there,  to  abandon  it ;  and  though  his  predecellbr  had  done 
the  fame,  a  little  before,  at  Niagara,  in  the  country  of  the 
Senecas,  the  acknowledged  fubjedts  of  the  Britilli  crownf , 


*  Belides  the  territories  at  the  weft  end  of  lake  Erie, 
and  on  the  north  lide  of  that,  and  the  lake  Ontario,  which, 
were  ceded  in  1701  ;  the  Indians  now  granted,  for  the  fame 
purpofe,  all  their  habitations  from  Ofwego  to  Cayahoga 
liver,  which  difembogues  into  lake  Erie,  and  the  country 
extending  lixty  miles  from  the  ib uthermoft  banks  of  thole 
lakes.  Though  the  liril  furrender,  through  negligence,  was 
not  made  by  the  execution  of  a  fcnnal  deed  under  feal ; 
yet  as  it  was  tranlacHied  with  all  the  lolemnity  of  a  treaty, 
and  as  the  fccond  furrender  confirms  the  fii-ft,  no  intermedi- 
ate pofieffion  by  the  French,  can  prejudice  the  Britifh  title 
derived  by  the  celfion  in  1701. 

f  Though  the  fovereignty  over  the  five  nations  was 
ceded  to  Great  Britain,  and  Charlevoix  liimfelf  had  ac- 
knowledged that  Niagara  was  part  of  their  country,  yet 
tlie^  pious  jefinr  applauds  the  French  fertlement  there, 
wliich  was  fo  manifeft  an  infracftion  of  the  treaty  of 
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fety  with  a  fingular  efffontery,  he  difpsitthecl  de  la  Chaf- 
iaigne,  a  man  of  parts,  and  governor  of  Trois  Rivieres,  to 
New  York,  with  the  ftrongeft  complaints  to  mr.  Bumet 
iipon  that  head.  His  excellency  fent  him  a  polite,  but  re- 
folute  anfwer,  on  the  eighth  of  Auguft ;  in  which  he  re- 
futed the  arguments  urged  by  the  French  governor  gene- 
l-al ;  and  remonftrated  againft  the  proceedings  of  the  laft 
year  at  Niagara. 

The  new  aflembly  ihet  in  September  1727,  and  confided 
of  members  all  ill  affedled  to  the  governor.  The  long 
continuance  of  the  laft,  the  clamours  which  were  excited 
by  feveral  late  important  decrees  in  chancery,  the  affair  of 
the  French  church,  and  efpecially  the  prohibiting  the  Cana- 
da trade,  were  the  caufes,  to  which  the  lofs  of  his  intereft 
is  to  be  afcribed.  Mr.  Philipfe,  the  fpeaker,  was  piqued  at 
si  decree  in  chancery  againft  himfelf,  which  very  much 
afFe»fled  his  eftate  ;  no  wonder,  then,  that  the  members. 
Who  were  very  much  influenced  by  him,  came,  on  the  25th 
of  November,  into  the  following  refolutions.  Colonel  Hicks, 
from  the  committee  of  grievances,  reported,  "  That  as 
well  by  the  complaints  of  feveral  people,  as  by  the  general 
cry  of  liis  majefty's  fubjedls  inhabiiing  this  colony,  they 
find  that  the  court  of  chancery,  as  lately  alTumed  to  be  fee 
hp  here,  renders  the  liberties  and  pro|>erties  of  the  faidfnb- 
jedis  extremely  precai'ious ;  and  that  by  the  violent  mea- 
fures  taken  in,  and  allowed  by  it,  fome  have  been  ruined, 
others  obliged  to  abandon  the  colony,  and  many  rellrained 
in  it,  either  by  imprifonment  or  by  exceffive  bail  exa<5ted 
from  them  not  to  depart,  even  when  no  manner  of  fuits  are 
depending  againft  them  :  and  therefore  are  of  opinion, 


Utrecht.  The  marquis  de  Nonville,  in  his  letter  to  the  court 
of  France,  in  1686,  propofed  the  eredlion  of  a  fort  there,  to 
fecure  the  communication  with  the  lakes,  and  deprive  us  of 
a  trade  which  he  computed  to  be  worth  400,ocx)  francs  per 
annum.  Charlevoix,  perhaps,  conlidered  thefe  advantages 
fufEcieut  to  juftify  the  violation  of  public  faith ;  reafoning 
upon  the  principles  of  le  chevalier  de  Callieres,  who 
thought  the  legality  of  making  a  conqueft  of  New  York, 
during  the  ftncl  peace  in  James  lid's  reign,  might  be  infer- 
red from  the  benefit,  that  would,  thereby,  accrue  to  the 
French  colony,  qu*  il  ny  avoit  po'mt  d' autre  voye  pour  con- 
ferver  la  colonie^  que  de  nous  rendre  niaitres  de  la  Nouvelk 
Xork  ;  et  que  cetfe  con^vitc  sto;t  legitime  par  la  j-^<  cffi(e.'\ 


O  F   N  E  W-Y  O  R  K. 


189 


that  the  extraordinary  proceedings  of  that  court,  and  the 
exorbitant  fees  and  charges,  conntenanced  to  be  exacted 
by  the  officers  and  prac'titioners  thereof,  are  tiie  greatelt 
grievance  and  opprcilion  this  colony  hath  ever  felt  :  and 
that  for  removing  the  fatal  confequences  thereof,  they  had 
come  to  feveral  refolutions,  which  being  read,  "were  ap- 
proved by  the  houfe,  and  are  as  follow  : 

"  Refolved,  tiiat  the  erecting  or  exerciiing,  in  this  colo- 
ny, a  court  of  equity  or  chancery  (however  it  maybe  term- 
ed) without  confent  in  general  afiembly,  is  miwari  aniahle, 
and  contrary  to  the  laws  of  England,  and  a  manifcft  op- 
prefiion  and  grievance  to  the  fubjecls,  and  of  pernicious 
confcqcence  to  their  liberties  and  properties. 

R.cfolvcd,  that  this  houfe  will  at  their  next  meeting 
"J)repare  and  pafs  an  acft  to  declare  and  adjudge  all  orders, 
ordinances,  devices,  and  proceedings,  of  the  couit,  io  af- 
fumed  to  he  erected  and  cxercifcd  as  abovementioned,  to 
be  illegal,  null,  and  void,  as  by  law  and  right  they  ought 
to  be. 

Refolved,  that  this  houfe,  at  the  fame  time,  will  take 
into  conlideration,  whether  it  be  necefiary,  to  eiVablifli  a 
court  of  equity  or  chancery,  in  this  colony  ;  in  whom  the 
jurifdi(ftion  thereof  ought  to  be  vefted ;  and  how  far  the 
powers  of  it  fliall  be  prefcribed  and  limited." 

Mr.  Burnet  no  fooner  heard  of  thefe  votes,  than  he  cal- 
led the  members  before  him,  and  diflblved  the  aflembly. 
•They  occafioned,  however,  an  ordinance  in  the  fpring  fol- 
lowing, as  well  to  remedy  fundry  nbufes  in  the  pradtic^  in 
chancery,  as  to  reduce  the  fees  of  that  court,  which,  on 
account  of  the  popular  clamours,  were  fomuch  dhninifned, 
that  the  wheels  of  the  chancery  have  ever  lince  rnfred  upon 
their  axes,  the  practice  being  contemned  by  all  gentlemen 
of  emuience  in  the  profeflion. 

We  are  now  come  to  the  clofe  of  mr.  Burnet's  Sbdmini- 
ftration,  when  he  was  appointed  to  the  chief  command  of 
the  Maflachufett's  bay.  Though  we  never  had  a  governor,  to 
whom  the  colony  is  fo  much  indebted  as  to  him  ;  yet  the 
ii\iluence  of  a  fac^tion,  in  the  judgment  of  fome,  rendered 
his  removal  neceflary  for  the  public  tranquillity.  Infenfible 
of  his  merit,  the  undiftinguifhing  multitude  vrere  taught  to 
confider  it  as  a  molt  fortunate  event;  and  till  the  ambiti- 
ous dcfigns  of  the  French  king,  with  refpecl  to  America, 
awakened  our  attention  to  the  general  welfare,  mr.  Bur- 
net's adminiftration  was  as  little  efteemed,  as  that  of  the 
meanell  of  his  predeccllbrs. 

He  was  very  fond  of  New- York,  and  left  it  v/ith  relac* 
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tance.  Iii3  mxrriage  here  comieAed  him  with  a  numerous 
family;  and,  belides  an  uuiverfal  acquaintance,  there  were 
fome  gentlemen^  with  whom  he  contradled  a  itncl  intimacy 
ami  friendfjiip. 

The  excefiive  love  of  money,  a  difeafe  common  to  all  his 
*  l^redeceiibrr*,  and  to  fome  who  fucceeded  him,  was  a  vice, 
from  which  he  was  entirely  free.  Ke  fold  no  offices,  nor  at- 
tempted to  raife  a  foitune  by  indirevft  means  j  for  he  lived 
generoiifly,  and  carried  fcarcs  any  thing  away  witli  him, 
bat  his  books.  Theie,  and  the  converfation  of  men  of  let- 
ters, were  to  him  inexhaullible  fources  of  delight.  Hisaftro- 
nomical  obfervations  have  been  nfeful ;  but  by  his  comment 
on  the  apocalypfe,  he  expofed  himfelf,  as  other  learned 
men  have  befjre  him,  to  the  crilicifms  of  thofe  who  have 
not  abl lilies  to  write  half  fo  well. 

John  Montgomerie,  efq.  received  the  great  feal  of  this 
province  from  mr.  Burnet,  on  the  15th  of  April  1728, 
having  a  commiinon  to  faperfede  him  here  and  in  New- 
Jerfey.  The  council  board  conlifted  of 


Mr.  .W alters,  Mr.  Alexander, 

'  Mr.  Van  Dam,  Mr.  Morris,  jun. 

Mr.  Barbarie,  Mr.     an  Home, 

Mi\  Clarke,  Mr.  Provooft, 

Mr.  Ha-Hbn,  Mr.  Livingllon, 

Dr.  Cclden,  Mr.  Kennedy. 

The  governor  was  a  Scotch  gentleman,  and  bred  a  fol- 
dler ;  bac,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  had  little  con- 
cern with  arms,  having  ferved  as  groom  of  the  bedcham- 
ber, to  his  piefent  nrajeilry,  before  his  acceffion  to  the 
tlirone.  This  (laiion,  and  a  feal  he  had  in  parliament,  pa- 
ved the  way  to  liis  preferment  in  America.  In  his  talents 
for  government;,  he  was  much  inferior  to  his  predeceflar  ; 
for  iie  had  ueiiher  ft  ength  nor  acutenefs  of  parts,  and 
was  but  little  acquainted  with  any  kind  of  literature. 

As  in  the  natural,  fo  in  the  political  world,  a  violent 
florm  is  often  immediately  fucceeded  by  a  peaceful  calm; 
tired  by  the  mutual  llruggles  of  party  rage,  every  man  now 
ccafed  to  ac^  under  its  influence.  The  governor's  good 
hiimour,  too,  extinguilhed  the  ilames  of  contention ;  for 
being  unable  to  plan,  he  had  no  |xirticular  fcheme  to  pur- 
fue  ;  and  thus  by  confining  himfelf  to  the  exercife  of  the 
common  a  fts  of  government,  our  public  aifiiis  flowed  on 
in  a  peacefid,,  uninterrupted  ft  ream. 

Tiie  reader  will,  for  this  renfon,  find  none  of  thofe 
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events  in  col.  Montgomerie's  fhcrt  admlniftratlon,  v  hich 
only  take  rife  under  the  f'uperintcndcncy  of  a  man  of  ex- 
tenfive  views.  Indeed,  he  cievoted  himlelf  fo  nu;ch  to  his 
eafe,  that  he  has  fcarce  left  ns  any  thing  to  perpetuue  the 
remembrance  cf  his  time. 

Tlie  two  rocks  upon  vv'hich  the  public  tranqnillity  was 
fliipwrecked  in  the  late  admiriiuration,  he  carciiiily  avoid- 
ed ;  for  he  diflblved  the  allembly,  called  by  his  prcdecef- 
for,  before  they  had  ever  been  convened  :  anct  as  to tlie  chan- 
cery, he  himfeif  countenanced  the  clamours  ap-ainll  it,  by 
declining  to  fit,  till  enjoined  to  exercife  ilie  office  of  chan- 
cellor by  fpecial  orders  fioai  P^ngland.  Ue  then  obeyed 
the  command,  but  net  without  difcoveiing  his  reliKfiance, 
and  modeflly  ccnfefling  to  tbe  pracWers,  that  he  tlionghr 
himfeif  unqualified  for  the  liation.  Indeed  the  conrt  of 
chanceiy  was  evidently  his  avcffion,  and  he  never  gave  a 
fingle  decree  in  it,  nor  more  than  three  orders  ;  andthefe, 
both  as  to  matter  and  form,  were  firfl  fettled  by  the  coun- 
cil concerned. 

Mr.  Pliilipfe  was  cliofen  fpeaker  of  the  aflembly  which 
met  on  the  23d  of  July,  and  continued  fitting  in  perfect 
harmony  till  autumn.  Afcer  his  excellency  had  procured  a 
five  years  ftipport,  and  feveral  otlier  laws  to  his  mind,  cf 
lefs  confiderable  moment ;  he  went  up  to  Albany,  and,  on 
the  ift  of  October,  held  a  treaty  wiib  the  fix  nations,  for 
a  rener:al  of  the  ancient  covenant.  He  gave  them  great 
prefents,  and  engaged  them  in  the  defence  of  Cfw  cgo. 
Nothing  could  be  more  fcafonable  than  this  interview  ;  for 
the  French,  v*^ho  eyed  tliatin-;portant  gariifon,  and  our  ii> 
creafnig  trade  there,  with  the  moft  refdefs  jealoufy,  prcr 
pared,  early  in  the  fpring  following,  to  dcmolifn  the 
U'orks.  Governor  Burnet  gave  the  firfl  intelligence  rf  this 
defign,  in  a  letter  to  colonel  Montgomerie,  dated  at  Boflon 
the  31ft  of  March  1729.  The  garrifcn  was  thereupon  ini- 
rnediately  reinforced  by  a  dets.chment  ficm  the  indcpcn- 
y  dent  companies  ;  which,  together  with  the  declared  icfo- 
Jution  of  the  Indians,  to  protedt  the  fort,  induced  the 
French  to  defifl  from  the  intended  invafion*. 


*  From  that  time,  to  the  year  1754,  ^^-^^  garrifon  was 
t  guarded  only  by  a  lieutenant  and  five  and  twenty  men.  Ge- 
neral Shirley's  parting  from  the  forces  dcfllned  againfl 
fort  du  Quefne,  and  proceeding  with  half  the  army  to  Of- 
wego  in  1755,  was  extremely  fortunate  to  our  colonies; 
^he  French  being  then  determined  and  prepared  to  pof^. 
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Thus  far  our  Indian  affairs  appeared  to  be  nnder  a  tole- 
rable direcliori ;  bur  thefe  fair  profpecls  were  foon  oblcur- 
eJby  the  king's  repealing,  on  the  iith  of  December,  1729, 
all  the  acts  which  mr.  Burnet,  with  fo  much  labour  and 
oppofition,  procured  for  the  prohibition  of  an  execrable 
trade  between  Albany  and  Montreal.  To  whofe  intrigues 
this  event  is  to  be  alcribed,  cannot  be  certainly  determined. 
But  that  it  was  pregnant  with  the  worft  conlcquences,  time 
has  fafficiently  evinced.  IS'othing  could  more  naturally 
tend  'to  undermine  the  trade  at  Ofwego,  to  advance  the 
French  commerce,  at  Niagara,  to  alienate  the  Indians  from 
their  fi  lelicy  to  Great  Britain,  and  particularly  to  rivet  the 
defection  of  the  Caghnuagas.  For  thefe,  reiiding  on  the 
fouth  iide  of  St.  Lawrence,  nearly  oppoUte  Montreal,  were 
employed  by  the  French  as  their  carriers  ;  and  thus  became 
interefted  againll  us,  by  motives  of  the  mod  prevailing  na- 
ture. One  would  imagine,  that  after  all  the  attention  be- 
ftowed  on  this  affair  in  the  late  adminiftration,  the  objec- 
tions againft  this  trading  intercourfe  with  Canada,  muft 
have  been  obvious  to  the  meanell  capacity  ;  and  yet,  fo  af- 
toni.hing  has  been  our  conduct,  that  from  the  time  mr. 
Burnet  removed  to  Bofton,  it  has  rather  been  encouraged 
than  reilrained.  This  trade,  indeed,  was  fubjed:  to  duties  ; 
but  that  at  Ofwego  always  was,  and  Hill  is,  expofed  to  the 
fame  incumbrance  ;  while  the  French  trade,  in  the  interval 
between  the  years  1744  and  1750,  was  pei-feclly  free  :  and 
as  the  duty,  by  the  law  then  made,  is  laid  only  on  goods 
fold  in  tlie  city  and  county  of  Albany,  the  trader,  to  elude 
the  act,  is  only  expofed  to  the  trouble  of  tranfporting  his 
merchandife,  beyond  the  fcant  diftrict  of  the  city,  afcer- 
tained  in  the  charter.  But  how  much  foever  our  inattention 
to  this  matter  may  deferve  cenfure,  I  cannot,  in  juilice  to 
my  co'untryraen,  help  obferving,  that  from  the  fevereft 
fcrutiny  I  cculd  make,  our  people  are  free  from  the  charge 
of  felling  ammunition  to  the  French,  which  has  fo  unjulily 


fefs  themfclves  of  that  pod.  Befides  the  veffels  launched 
ther-^,  to  fecure  the  command  of  the  lake,  the  general,  be- 
fore he  returned  to  winter  cjuarters,  erected  two  ftrong 
fquare  forts,  with  baftions,  commanding  as  well  the  en- 
tiance  into  the  Onondaga  river,  as  the  old  fort ;  in  the  fi- 
tuation  of  which,  little  regard  was  had  to  any  thing  befides 
the  pleafantnefs  of  the  proiped;. 
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expofed  the  inhabitants  of  Albany,  to  the  odinnj  of  all  the 
colonies  in  New  England*. 

The  year  1721  ^vds  diftinguiflied,  only  by  the  complete 
fettlement  of  the  difputed  boundary  between  this  province 
and  the  colony  of  Connecticut.  An  event,  confidei  ing;  the 
late  colonizing  Ipirit,  and  exteniive  claims  of  the  people  of 
New  England,  of  no  fmall  importance,  and  cor.cerning 
wiiich  it  may  be  proper  to  give  a  luccinc't  account. 

The  partition  ime  agreed  pon  in  1664,  being  conlider^ 
cd  as  fraudulent,  or  erroneous;  a  feccnd  agreement,  fuf- 
pended  only  for  the  king's  and  the  duke's  approbation,  was 
concluded  on  the        of  November,  bersvccji  colonel 

Dongan  and  his  council,  and  Robert  Trent,  efq.  then  go- 
vernor of  Connec'ticut,  and  feveral  orher  commiliioi.ers  ap- 
pointed by  that  colony.  The  line  of  pai-tition,  then  agreed 
to  be  ellablilhed,  was  to  begin  at  the  mouth  of  By  ram  brook, 

Where  itfallethinto  the  found,  at  a  point  called  Lyon's 
point,  to  go  as  the  faid  river  runneth,  to  the  place  where 
the  common  road,  or  wading  place,  over  the  faid  river 
is ;  and  from  the  faid  road,  or  wading  place,  to  go  north 
north  well  into  the  country,  as  far  as  will  be  eight  Englifn 
miles  fi  om  the  forefaid  Lyon's  Point ;  and  that  a  line  of 
twelve  miles,  being  meafured  from  the  faid  Lyon's  pomt,  ac- 
cording to  the  line  or  general  courfc  of  the  found  eaftward  r 
where  the  faid  twelve  miles  endedi,  another  line  fhall  be 
run  from  the  found,  eight  miles  into  the  country,  north 
north-weft  ;  and  alio,  that  a  fourth  Vine  be  run  (that  is  to 
fay)  from  the  northermoft  end  of  the  eight  miles  line,  be- 
ing the  third  mentioned  line,  which  fourth  line,  with  the 
firft  mentioned  line,  fliall  be  the  bounds  where  they  fhall 
fall  to  run;  and  that  from  the  eaftermoll  end  of  the  fourth 
mentioned  line  (which  is  to  be  twelve  miles  in  length)  a 
line  parallel  to  Hudfon's  river,  in  every  place  twenty 
miles  diilant  from  Hudfon's  river,  fhall  be  the  bounds  there, 
between  the  faid  territories  or  province  of  New- York,  and 
the  faid  colony  of  Connecticut,  fo  far  as  Connecticut  colo- 
ny doth  extend  northwards ;  tliat  is,  to  the  fouth  line  of 
the  Mallachufetts  colony  :  only  it  is  provided,  that  in  cafe 
the  line  from  Byram  brook's  mouth,  north  north-weft  eight 
miles,  and  the  line,  that  is  then  to  ran  twelve  miles  to  the 


*  Ever  fince  the  year  1 729,  the  fale  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion to  the  French,  has  been  exempt  both  from  duties  and  a 
prohibition  ;  which  I  attribute  to  the  confltlence  of  the  gO'- 
yernment,  that  the  calumny  is  entirely  groundlefsw 


T94 


THE  HISTORY 


end  or  the  tliircl  fore -mentioned  line  of  eight  miles,  do  di- 
jninifii  or  take  away  land,  within  twenty  miles  of  Hudibn's 
river,  that  then  fo  much  as  is  in  land  diminifhcd  of  twenty 
miles  of  Hudfon's  river  thereby,  fnail  be  added  out  of  Con- 
^ledticut  bounds  unto  the  line  afoiementioned,  parallel  to 
Hudfon's  river,  and  twenty  miles  difrant  fi  om  it ;  the  ad- 
dition to  be  made  the  whole  length  of  the  faid  parallel 
line,  and  in  fuch  breadth,  as  will  make  up,  quantity  for 
quantity,  what  fliall  b2  diminifiied  as  aibrefaid." 

PuHuant  to  this  agreement,  fome  of  the  lines  were  ac- 
tually run  out,  and  a  report  made  of  the  furvey,  which,  on 
the  24th  of  February  1684,  was  confirmed  by  the  govei-nor 
of  each  colony,  at  Miiford  in  ConnecT:icut.  Here  the  m^attcr 
relied,  till  a  dilpute  arofe  concerning  the  right  of  jurif- 
di(ftion  over  the  towns  of  Rye  and  Bedford,  which  occa- 
iioned  a  foiicitaiion  at  home  ;  and  on  the  2Sth  of  March 
1700,  king  William  was  pleafed  to  confirm  the  agreement 
in  i69> 

Nineteen  years  afterwards,  a  probationary  adt  was  palled, 
empowering  the  governor  to  appoint  com.millioners,  as 
well  to  run  the  line  parallel  to  Hudl^jn's  river,  as  to  re- 
furvey  the  other  lines,  and  diftinguilh  the  boundary.  The 
Comieclicut  agent  oppofed  the  king's  conlirmrtion  of  this 
toils  vhibus  ;  but  it  was  approved  on  the  2;d  of  Janu- 
a'-y  172^.  Tv/o  years  after,  the  commiilioners  and  furveyovs 
of  both  colonies  met  at  Greenwich,  and  entered  firll  in- 
to an  agreement,  relating  to  the  meUiod  of  performing  the 
work. 

The  furvey  was  immediately  af.er  executed  in  part,  the 
report  being  dated  on  the  T2th  of  May  1725;  but  the  com- 
plete fettlement  was  not  made  till  the  T4th  of  May  17:1, 
when  indentures,  certifying  the  execution  of  the  agreement 
in  1725,  were  mutually  ligned  by  the  commilhoners  and 
•furveyors  of  both  colonies.  Upon  the  cdablilinnent  of  this 
partition,  a  tract  of  land,  lying  on  the  Connecfticut  lide, 
conlifiing  of  jibove  60, coo  acres,  from  its  figure  called  the 
Oblong,  w'as  ceded  to  New-York,  as  an  equivalent  for  lands 
near  the  found,  furrendered  to  Connedticut*. 

TIiC  very  day  after  the  furrender,  made  by  that  colony, 
a  patent  palled  in  London  to  lir  Jofeph  Eyles  and  others,  in- 
tended to  convey  the  whole  Oblong.  A  grant,  pollerior  to 
the  other,  was  alfo  regularly  made  here,  to  Hauley  and 


*  See  Douglas's  late  plan  of  the  Britilh  dominions  cf 
^^ew  England. 
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company,  of  the  greatell  part  of  the  fame  tracfc,  which  the 
Britifh  patentees  bi  onght  a  bill  m  chancery  to  repeal.  But 
the  defendants  filed  an  an{\ver,  containing  fo  many  objec- 
tions againft  the  Jinglilh  patent,  that  the  iiiit  remains  Hill 
nnprolecuted  ;  and  the  American  proprietors  have  ever 
hnce  held  the  poileflion.  Mr.  Harilon,  of  the  council,  fo- 
licited  this  controverfy  for  hr  joieph  tyles  and  his  part- 
ners, which  coniributed,  in  a  great  degi-ee,  to  the  troubles^ 
fo  remarkable,  in  a  fucceeding  adminiitration. 

Governor  Mout^O'nerie  died  on  the  lit  of  July  1731  ; 
and  being  a  man  ot  a  kind  and  hiimrne  dilpofition,his  death 
was  not  a  little  lamented.  The  chief  command  then  devolv- 
ed upon  Kip  Van  Dam,  efq.  he  being  the  oldeli  counfcUor, 
and  an  eminent  merchant,  of  a  fair  eilate,  though  diftin- 
guilhed  more  lor  the  integrity  of  his  heart,  than  his  capa- 
city to  hold  the  reins  of  government.  He  took  the  oaihs 
before 

?^Ir.  Alexander,  Mr.  de  Lancey  |-,  and 

Mr.  Van  llorne^  Mr.  Courtlandt. 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

This  adminlftration  is  unfortunately  fignalizedby  the 
memorable  encroachment  at  Crown  Point.  An  enemy  def- 
pifed  at  firit  for  liis  weakncfi,  generally  grows  formidable 
for  his  artivity  and  craft.  This  obfervation  is  true,  applied 
to  private  perfons,  religious  fec'ts,  or  public  ftates.  The 
French,  in  Canada,  have  always  been  jealous  of  the  in- 
creafing  Itrength  of  our  colonies  ;  and  a  motive  of  fear  led 
them,  naturally,  to  concert  a  regular  fyllem  of  conducl:  for 
their  defence.  Confining  us  to  fcant  limits  along  the  fca  coafl:, 
is  the  grand  objedl  they  have  long  had  in  view  ;  and  feiz- 
ing  the  important  pafies  from  Canada  to  Louifania,  feducing 
our  I'ndiau  allies,  engroffing  the  trade,  and  fortifying  the 
routes  into  their  country,  v/erc  all  proper  expedients  to- 
wards tlie  execution  of  their  plan.  By  erecliingfort  St,  Fre- 
deric, they  fecu red  the  abfolute  command  oflakeCham- 
plaiw,  through  which  we  mufl  pali,  if  ever  a  defceiit  be 
made  upon  Canada,  either  to  conquer  the  count!  y,  or  har- 
rafs  its  out-fettlemcnts.  The  garrilbn  was,  at  firft,  fituatcd 


f  This  gentleman,  being  a  youth  cf  fine  parts,  was  called 
up  to  the  council  board  on  the  26th  cf  January  1729,  jrift 
af  er  his  return  from  the  univerfity.  Mr.  Morris,  jun.  was 
fjfpended  on  the  flxme  day,  for  words  dropped  in  a  difpute 
relating  to  the  governor's  drafts  upon  the  revenue. 
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on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  lake,  near  tlie  fouth  end  ;  but  was 
aflenvards  built  npon  a  commodious  point,  on  the  oppolite' 
fide.  Of  all  their  infractions  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  none 
was  more  palpable  than  this.  The  country  belonged  to  the 
fix  nations  :  and  the  very  fpot,  upon  which  the  fort  ftands, 
is  included  within  a  patent  to  Dellius  the  Dutch  minifter  of 
Albany,  granted  under  the  i^reat  feal  of  this  province  in 
1696.  Belides,  nothing  coul^  be  more  evident  than  the 
daiger  to  which  it  expofed  us.  Through  this  lake  the 
French  parties  made  their  ancient  bloody  incarlions  upon 
Schenedtady,  the  Mohawks'  callles,  and  Deerfield  ;  and  the 
eretftion  of  this  fort  was  apparently  adapted,  to  facilitate 
the  inroads  of  the  enemy,  upon  the  frontiers  of  the  colo- 
nies of  New- York,  Mailachufetts  bay,  and  New  Hampfiiire  ; 
for  it  ferved  not  only  as  an  alylum  to  fiy  to,  after  the  per- 
petration of  their  inhumanities,  but  for  a  magazine  of  pro- 
vifious  and  ammunition  ;  and  though  it  was  much  above  120 
miles  from  the  very  city  of  Albany,  yet  by  the  conveyance 
through  Sorel  river  and  the  lake,  it  may  be  reinforced  from 
Montreal  intliree  or  four  days*. 

Tlie  Ivlaflachufetts  government  forefaw  the  dangerous 
confeqnences  of  the  French  fort  at  Crown  Point,  and  gover- 
nor Belcher  gave  us  the  Hcsk  information  of  i'_,  in  a  letter' 
from  Bofton  to  mr.  Van  Dam.  He  informed  him  of  the  vote 
of  the  general  court,  to  bear  their  proportion  of  the  charge 
bf  an  embaffage  to  Canada,  to  forbid  the  works,  and  prefl- 
ed  him  to  engage  the  cppofition  of  the  fix  nations.  Van 
Dam  laid  the  letter  before  iiis  council,  on  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary 17^2  ;  who,  with  fingular  calmnefs,  advifed  him  to 
write  to  the  commifiioners  of  Indian  affairs,  at  Albany,  or- 
d  ;ring  them  to  enquire,  whether  the  land  belonged  to  the 
confederates  or  the  river  Indians.  That  mr.  Van  Dam  ever 
wrote  to  the  commiflloners,  I  have  not  been  able  to  difcover  ; 
nor  whether  any  complaint  of  the  encroachment  was  fent 
home,  according  to  the  fecond  advice  of  council,  on  the  nth 


*  The  prefent  fort  at  Crov/n  Point  is  faid  to  be  a  fquare 
with  four  baftions,  and  a  high  caftle  within  the  walls.  It 
has  no  ditch,  but  is  ftrengthened  by  a  redoubt,  and  m.ounts 
fix  and  thirty  fmall  cannon.  While  the  colony  forces,  con- 
fiding of  about  4000  militia,  lay  at  lake  George,  employ- 
ed in  erecfling  fort  William  Henry,  in  1755^,  the  French 
th  'ew  up  an  advanced  work  at  Ticonderoge,  near  the 
norLh-eafi:  end  of  lake  George  ;  an  important  pa&,  about 
miles  to  the  fouthward  of  fort  Frederic. 
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of  February  ;  who,  befides  the  firft  ftep,  were  now  pleafed 
to  recommend  his  tranfmitting  governor  Belcher's  letter 
and  the  Bofton  vote  to  the  feveral  fouth-weftern  colonies. 

The  paffivenefs  we  difcovered,  on  this  impudent  and 
dangerous  invafion  of  his  majefty's  rights,  is  truly  aftonifh- 
«ig ;  and  the  morefo,  as  the  croNMi  had,  at  that  time,  four  in-' 
dependent  companies,  which  had  lon^  been  pofted  here  for 
our  protection,  at  the  annual  expenfe  of  about  7500].  fter- 
ling.  A  very  good  fcheme,  in  fome  meafure,  to  replir  this 
fhameful  mifconducT:,  was  afterv^ards  projected,  by  fettling 
the  lauds  near  lake  George,  with  loyal  proteftant  highlan- 
ders  from  Scotland.  Captain  Laughlin  Campbel,  encourag- 
ed by  a  proclamation  to  that  purpofe,  came  over  in  1727, 
and  ample  promifes  were  made  to  him.  He  went  upon  the 
land,  vie v/ed  and  approved  it  ;  and  wasintreated  to  fettle 
there,  even  by  the  Indians,  who  were  taken  with  his  high- 
land drefs.  Mr.  Clarke,  the  lieutenant  governor,  promifed 
him,  in  a  printed  ad vertifement,  the  grant  of  qo,oco  acres  of 
land,  free  from  all  but  the  charges  of  the  furvey  and  the 
king's  quit-rent.  Confiding  on  the  faith  of  the  govemment, 
captain  Campbel  went  home  to  Ifla,  fold  his  eftate,  and^ 
fliortly  after,  tranfported,  at  his  own  expenfe,  83  proteftant 
families,  conlifting  of  423  adults,  befides  a  gi  eat  number 
of  children.  Private  faith  and  puttie  honour  loudly  de- 
manded the  fair  execution  of  a  projecl:,  fo  expenfive  to  the 
undertaker  and  beneficial  to  the  colony.  But  it  unfortu- 
nately dropped,  through  the  fordid  views  of  fome  perfons 
in  power,  who  aimed  at  a  fliare  in  the  intended  grant  ;  to 
which  Campbel,  who  was  a  man  of  fpirit,  would  not  con- 
fent. 

Captain  Campbel,  aftervvards,  made  an  attempt  to  redrefs 
himfelf,  by  an  application  to  theaflembly  here,  and  then  to 
the  board  of  trade  in  England.  The  firft  proved  abortive, 
and  fuch  were  the  difficulties  attending  the  laft,  that  he  left 
his  colonifts  to  themfelves  ;  and  with  the  poor  remains  of 
his  broken  fortune  purchafed  a  fmall  farm  in  this  province. 
No  man  was  better  qualified  than  he,  for  the  bufinefs  he  had 
engaged  in.  He  had  a  high  fenfe  of  honour  and  a  good  un- 
derftanding  :  was  adtive,  loyal,  and  of  a  military  difpofi- 
tion.  For  upon  the  news  of  the  late  rebellion  in  Scotland, 
he  went  home,  fought  under  the  duke,  returned  to  his  fa- 
mily, and  foon  after  died  ;  leaving  a  widow  and  fevcral 
children,  who  ftill  feel  the  confequences  of  his  difappoint- 
ments. 

Mr.  Van  Dam  finifhed  his  adminiftration,  on  the  ift  of 
2  C 
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Auguft  11^2;  when  William  Cofby,  efq.  arrived,  witli  a 
coinmiflion,  to  govern  this  and  the  province  of  New-Jer- 
fey.  The  hiftory  of  our  public  tranfadlions,  from  this  pe- 
riod, to  the  prefent  time,  is  full  of  important  and  enter- 
tainmg  events,  which  I  leave  others  to  relate.  A  very  near 
relation  to  the  author  had  fo  gi-eat  a  concern  in  the  public 
controverlies  with  colonel  Cofby,  that  the  hiftory  of  thofe 
times  will  be  better  received  from  a  more  difinterefted  pen. 
To  fupprefs  truth  on  the  one  hand,  or  exaggerate  it,  on  the 
oilier,  are  both  inexcufable  faults,  and  perhaps  it  would  be 
difficult  for  me  to  avoid  thofe  extremes.  Belides,  a  writer, 
who  expofes  the  conducl;  of  the  living,  will  inevitably  meet 
with  their  fury  and  refentment.  The  prudent  hiftorian  of 
his  own  rimes  vs^ill  always  be  a  coward,  and  never  give  fire, 
till  death  prote(5ts  him  from  the  malice  and  ftroke  of  his 
enemy. 
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PART  VI. 


C  H  A.  P  I. 


A  geographical  defcript'iofi  of  the  cou?2try. 


THE  province  of  New-York,  at  prefent,  contains  Lonff- 
Ifland^Staten  Ifland  ,and  the  lands,  on  the  eafl  fide  of  Hud- 
fon's  river,  to  the  bounds  of  Connecfticut.  From  the  divifion 
line  between  that  colony  and  the  Maflaclmfetts  bay,  north- 
ward, to  the  line  between  us  and  the  French, we  claim  an  ex- 
tent to  Connecfcicut  river*.  On  the  weft  fide  of  Hudfbn'sri- 


*  The  gi'ounds  of  this  claim  are  contained  in  the  follow- 
ing report  of  a  committee  of  council,  to  governor  Clinton, 
on  the  2d  of  March  1753,  which  was  drawn  up  by  mr.  Alex- 
ander. 

May  it  pleafe  your  excellency, 

,  In  obedience  to  your  excellency's  order,  in  council, 
of  the  3d  day  of  July  laft,  referring  to  a  committee  there- 
of, the  petitions  of  Robeit  Livingfton,  jun.  efq.  and  of  the 
owners  of  a  certain  traft  of  land  called  Weftenhook,  com- 
plaining of  new  claims  and  encroachments  made  upon  their 
lands  by  the  inhabitants  of  Maflachuletts  bay,  and  alfo  the 
furveyor  general's  and  the  attorney  general's  reports  on 
the  faid  two  petitions  :  the  committee  having  maturely 
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verfrom  the  Tea  to  the  latitude  of  41  o  lies  New  Jerfcy.  The 
line  of  partition  between  that  province  and  this,  from  that 
latitude  to  the  other  ftatipn  on  Delaware,  isunfettled.  From 


weighed  and  confidered  of  the  fame,  humbly  beg  leave  to 
report  to  your  excellency : 

ift,  That  they  apprehend  the  claims  of  Mafiachufetts  bay 
to  the  manor  of  Liviugfton,  or  the  faid  trad:  of  land,  call- 
ed Weftenhook,  cannot  be  well  founded  ;  becaufe  they  find 
that  the  Dutch  claimed  the  colony  of  New  Netherland,  as 
extending  fi  om  cape  Cod  to  cape  Cornelius,  now  called  cape 
Henlopen,  weftward  of  Delaware  bay,  along  the  fea  coaft, 
and  as  far  back  into  the  country,  as  any  of  the  rivers  within 
thofe  limirs  extend  ;  and  that  they  were  ac^tually  pollefled 
of  Connedlicut  river,  long  before  any  other  European  peo- 
ple knew  any  thing  of  the  exiftence  of  fuch  a  river,  and 
were  not  only  pofielied  of  the  mouth  of  it,  where  they  had 
a  fort  and  garrifon,  but  difcovered  the  river  above  an  hun- 
dred miles  up,  had  their  people  trading  there,  and  pur- 
chafed  of  the  natives  almoli:  all  the  lands  on  both  fides  of* 
the  faid  river. 

2dly,  That  governor  Stuyvefant,  the  Dutch  governor 
of  the  faid  province,  by  his  letter,  dated  the  2d  of  Septem- 
ber 1664,  new  ftile,  in  anfwer  to  a  letter  from  governor 
Richard  Nicolls,  of  the  ^~  Augull  preceding,  demanding 
the  lurrender  of  all  the  forts  and  places  of  ftrength  poflefl- 
ed  by  the  Dutch  under  his  (governor  Stuyvefant's)  com- 
mand, writes  as  follows  : — "  Moreover  it's  without  difpute, 
and  acknowledged  by  all  the  world,  that  our  predeceflbrs, 
by  virtue  of  the  commillion  and  patent  of  the  faid  lords  the 
fiates  general,  have  without  cpntroul,  and  peaceably  (the 
contrary  never  coming  to  oar  knowledge)  enjoyed  fort 
Orange  about  48  or  50  years  ;  and  Manhattans  about  41  or 
42  years  ;  the  fouth  river  40  years,  and  the  frefli  river  a- 
bout  36  years."  Which  laft  mentioned  river,  the  committee 
find  to  be  the  fame,  that  is  now  called  Connecticut  river. 

*^  idly,  That  the  faid  Dutch  goveiTior  Stuyvefant  did, 
in  the  year  1664,  iiirrender  all  the  country,  which  the 
Dutch  did  thenpoflefs,  to  king  Charles  the  fecond,  and  that 
the  dates  gerieral  made  a  cefiion  thereof,  by  the  treaty  of 
Breda,  in  the  year  166  7  :  that  the  Dutch  re-conquered  part 
of  this  province  in  1673,  and  fun  endered  and  abfolutely 
yielded  it  to  king  Charles  the  fecond,  in  1673-4,  by  the  trea- 
ty of  London  ;  and  that  in  the  year  1674,  king  Chailes 
granted  to  the  duke  of  York,  all  the  land  between  Connec- 
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thence,  wherefoever  it  may  be  fixed,  we  claim  all  the  lands, 
on  the  eail  fule  of  Delaware,  to  the  north  Ime  of  Pennlyl- 
vania  ;  and  all  the  territory,  on  both  (ides  of  che  Mohawks' 


ticut  river  and  Delaware  bay  ;  the  whole  of  thefe  lands  being 
part  of  tlie  former  colony  of  New  Netlierland. 

4th,  That  the  duke  of  York,  in  his  feveral  commiffions 
to  major  Edmund  Androfs,  on  the  ift  of  July  1674,  and  to 
governor  Dongan  on  the  30th  of  September  1682.  among 
other  defcripeions  of  the  boundaries  of  this  province,  men- 
tions all  the  laiKl  from  the  welt  fide  of  Connectic  ut  river 
to  the  eaft  fide  of  Delaware  bay  :  that  their  majefties,  king- 
William  and  queen  Mary,  by  their  commifiion,  bearing 
date  the  fourth  day  of  January,  in  the  firit  year  of  their  ma- 
jefties' reign,  appointed  Henry  Sloughtcr  to  be  governor  of 
the  province  of  New- York,  and  territories  depending  there- 
on ;  the  boundaries  whereof,  to  Connecfticut  river,  on  the 
eaft,  were  notorioi-s,  by  the  grant  and  other  commillions  a- 
forefaid,  and  many  other  grants  and  commifiions  relating  to 
the  fame. 

"  5th,  That  the  committtee  apprehend  Connedti cut  river 
continued  the  eaft  bounds  of  this  province,  until  the  2Sth 
of  ^Jarch  1 700,  v,  hen,  by  kijig  William's  confirmation  of 
an  agreement  between  this  piovince  and  Connecticut,  the 
weftern  bounds  of  that  colony  w  ere  fettled  at  twenty  miles 
from  HiuUbn's  river :  and  they  cannot  find  any  other  altera- 
tion in  the  eaftern  bounds  of  this  province,  and  have  no 
reafon  to  believe  any  other  w  as  made  before,  or  fince,  that 
time. 

6th,  "  That  king  James  the  firft,  by  letters  |xitent  bear- 
jug  date  the  qd  of  November,  in  the  i8th  year  of  his  reign, 
granted  unto  the  coinicil  of  Plymouth,  from  forty  to  forty- 
eight  degrees  of  north  latitude  inclufive,  in  wliich  there  is 
a  recital  to  this  purpofe.  '*Now  for  as  much  as  the  king 
has  been  certainly  given  to  underftand,  by  divers  good 
fubjects,  that  have,  for  thefe  many  years,  frequented  thofe 
coafts  and  teiTitories,  between  the  degrees  of  40  ^  and  48  ^  ^ 
that  there  are  no  other  fubjetis  ofanychriftiankingor  ftate, 
or  by  any  authority  from  their  fovereigns,  lords,  or  princes, 
acTiually  in  po.flefiion  of  any  the  faid  lands  or  precincts, 
whereby  any  right,  claim,  intereft,  or  title,  may,  or  ought, 
by  that  means,  to  accrue  or  belong  to  them,"  &c.  And  alfo 
a  provifo  in  thefe  words,  Provided  always,  that  the  laid 
lands,  iflands,  or  any  of  the  premifles,  by  the  faid  letters 
X>atent  intended  or  meant  to  be  gi  anted,  were  net  tiieu  ac« 
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river,  and  weftward  to  the  Ifthnins  at  Niagara :  Jn  a  word, 
all  the  country  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
not  already  granted  ;  for  we  are  to  confider  New  York  a- 


tually  pofiefled  or  inhabited  by  any  other  chriftian  power 
or  ftate.''  %Vhich  patent,  the  committee  conceive,  could  not 
veft  ariy  thing  in  the  grantees,  by  reafon  of  the  faid  recital 
and  condition  upon  which  ir  was  gi-antcd  ;  part  of  the  pre- 
lUiiics  being  then  accoally  poliefled  by  the  Dutch,  and  mofl: 
of  the  faid  colony  of  New  Netherland  being  within  the 
bounds  the?  eof. 

7tri,  That  the  council  of  Plymouth,  by  their  deed, 
dated  ^he  rpth  of  ?vlai  ch,  in  the  third  year  of  king  Charles 
the  fi»il,  granted  to  fir  Hcnr^^  Roilwcll  and  others,  part  of 
V.'hat  was  fappofed  to  be  granted  by  the  faid  letters  patent, 
which  g"ant,  fi^om  the  faid  council  of  Plymouth,  tlie  com. 
mittee  take  lo  be  void,  as  founded  upon  the  faid  void  pa- 
tent. 

8th,  Tiiat  he,  the  faid  fir  PJenry  B  ofTwell,  and  others, 
obtained  a  grant  and  confirmation  thereof,  from  the  crov/n, 
under  the  great  feal  of  England,  dated  the  4th  of  March,  in 
the  fourth  year  of  king  Charles  the  fi-  ft,  within  which  grant 
and  confirmation,  the  province  of  Mafachr.fetts  bay  is  in- 
cluded ;  vvhich  grant  and  confirmation  was  adjudged  void  in 
the  high  cov.rt  of  chancery  of  England ,  in  the  year  1 6B  4.  And 
the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  nothing,  to  the  weftward 
of  Connecticut  river,  could  pafs  by  that  grant  and  confir- 
mation j  for  that  his  majefty  could  not  have  had  an  inten- 
tion to  grant  the  fam.e,  it  being  then  pofiefled  by  the  Dutch, 
as  before  mentioned. 

"  9th,  That  the  committee  conceive  the  inhabitants  of 
Mslachufetts  bay  can  claim  nothing  at  prefent,  but  what 
is  granted  them  by  tlieir  laft  cliarter  in  \  all  their  other 
grants  and  charters  being  either  void  of  themfelves,  or  de- 
clared fo  in  the  chancery  of  England. 

loth,  That  the  bounds  granted,  by  this  charter,  are 
weftvv  ard  as  far  as  the  colonies  of  Rhode  Ifiand,  Conne(^ti- 
cut,  and  the  Narraganfet  country  :  which  words  being  in 
the  cafe  of  a  gr?int  frora  the  ci  own,  the  committee  conceive, 
cannot  extend  their  bounds  farther  than  to  Connecti- 
cut colony,  and  therefore  not  to  ConneAicut  river, 
and  much  lefs  to  the  v/eflward  of  it ;  becaufe  Connetfticut  it- 
felf,  at  the  time  of  that  charter,  did  not,  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  crown,  extend  weftward  of  that  river  ;  nor  did  till 
p-i^ie  years  after,  when,  by  the  royal  approbation,  the  agree- 
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mong  her  R^er  colonies,  to  borrow  a  law  plirafe,  as  a  refi- 
duary  legatee. 

Hence  we  have,  froui  the  beginnuig,  been  expofed  to 


ment  bersveen  this  province  and  that  colony  taking  place, 
(which  was  not  to  be  in  force  till  fuch  approbation)  the 
bounds  of  that  colony  we:  e  fettled  as  is  before  mentioned  : 
and  the  committee  conceive  it  to  be  againft  reafon,  to  fup- 
pole  that  the  crown  mtended,  by  the  laid  charter,  to  grant 
a-fiy  part  of  the  province  of  New^-York,  under  the  then 
immediate  government  of  the  crown,  without  exprefs  men- 
tion thereof  in  the  charter  ;  and  without  notification  there- 
of to  Henry  Sloughter,  then  governor  of  thisprovmce,  that 
the  crown  had  panted  fach  a  part  of  what  was  before  with- 
in his  jurifdiaion,  by  their  majefties'  tommiffion  aforefaid. 
to  him. 

*^  nth,  That  both  the  patents,  under  which  the  peti- 
tioners claim,  the  committee  find  were  granted  under  the 
great  feal  of  this  province  ;  that  of  the  manor  of  Livingftoii 
m  i636,  and  that  of  Weilenhook  in  1735.  And  that  the 
lands  contained  in  the  faid  grants  are,  the  committee  ap- 
prehend, within  the  jnrilditflion  of  this  province,  they  being 
both  weit  of  Connedlicut  river. 

I2tii,  That  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  the  attempts 
of  the  inliabitancs  of  the  Mall:\chufetts  bay,  to  make  en- 
croachaients  upon  any  lauds,  granted  by  letters  patent  un- 
der tiie  great  feai  of  Kew-York,  or  upon  any  lands  within 
the  juriididtion  of  this  province,  are  difiefpeclful  to  his 
majelly's  authority,  tend  to  thediilurbai.ee  of  the  fubjedls 
of  this  province,  and  may  be  the  caufe  of  great  mifchiefs 
and  diforders. 

1 3th,  That  the  fteps  taken  by  the  faid  inhabitants,  even 
were  the  bounds  of  this  province  doabtful  and  unfettled, 
a  -e  intrufions,  and  difrefpevflful  to  his  majefty's  authority. 

And  lallly,  The  comniitcee  are  of  opinion,  tliat  a  co- 
py of  fo  much  of  this  report,  as  fliall  be  approved  of  by  your 
excellency  and  the  council,  be  tranmiitred  to  the  lieuten- 
ant governor  of  the  province  of  Maflachufetts  bay,  requeft- 
ing  that  he  would  take  effectual  meafures,  that  all  encroach- 
me  its  and  diflurbances ,  by  the  people  of  that  colony,  on 
hi3  majefty's  fubjecls  of  this  province,  be  flayed  ;  and  that; 
he  would  lay  this  matter  befo"e  the  next  general  court,  that 
t.iey  may  inform  your  excellency,  by  what  warrant  they 
clai  n  or  exercife  any  right  to  foil  or  jurifdidtion,  wellward 
of  Coaneiiticut  river  j  that  the  fame  may  bs  confidered, 
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controverfies  about  limits.  The  New- Jerfejr  claim  includes 
feveral  hundred  thou^alld  acres,  and  has  not  a  little  imped- 
ed the  fettlement  of  the  colony.  The  difpute  with  the 
Maflachufetts  bay  is  flill  more  important,  and,  for  feveral 
3'ears  paft,  occafioned  very  coniiderable  commotions.  The' 
New  Harapihirc  pretenfions  have,  as  yet,  expofed  us  to  no 
great  trouble.  But  when  all  thofe  claims  are  fettled,  a 
new  cdntroverfy  will  probably  commence  with  the  pro- 
})rietarie3  of  Pennfylvania. 

This  province  was,  in  1691,  divided,  by  an  a6l  of  aflem- 
bly,  into  twelve  counties,  which  I  fliall  defcribe  in  their 
order. 


and  fucli  fteps  taken  towards  removing  all  caufes  of  en- 
croachments, or  diilurbances,  for  the  future,  as  may  be  a- 

freeable  to  equity  and  juftice  :  to  the  end,  that  good  un- 
erftandihg  may  be  preferved,  which  ought  to  fubfift  be- 
tween fellow  fubjed:s  and  neighbouring  provinces. 

All  which  Is  nevertheleft  humbly  iubmitted. 


The  government  of  the  Maflachufetts  bay  never  eyhibitec! 
tbe  reafons  of  their  claim,  in  anfwer  to  this  report,  but 
continued  their  encroachments  :  and,  in  the  fpring,  1755, 


eaftern  extent  of  the  manor  of  Livin^toti  and  the  patent 
of  Claverack, 


By  order  of  the  committee, 

James  de  Lancey,  Chalritian." 


furveyed  and  ^bld  lands,  lyi: 


OF  flE^-YORK, 
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THE  CITY  AND  eOUNTY  OF  N^iW-tORK. 


THE  city  of  New- York,  at  firfl:,  included  on'y  tlie  Iflandj^ 
called  by  the  Indians,  Manhattans.  Manning's  ifland, 
the  two  Bam  iflands,  and  the  three  Oyfter  iflands  were  in 
the  county.  But  the  limits  of  the  city  have  fince  been  aug- 
mented by  charter.  The  ifland  is  very  narrow,  not  a  mil^ 
wide  at  a  medium,  and  about  14  miles  in  length.  The  fouth- 
wcft  point  projecfts  into  a  fine  fj>aciousbay,  nine  miles  long^ 
and  about  four  in  breadth,  at  the  confluence  of  the  waters 
of  Hud^bn's  river,  and  the  itreight  between  Long  IflVind 
and  the  northern  fhore.  The  Nan-ows,  at  the  fouth  end  of 
the  bay,  is  fcarce  two  miles  wide,  and  opens  the  ocean  to 
fall  view.  The  paflage  up  to  New -York  from  Sandy  Hcok^ 
a  point  that  extends  farthelt  into  the  fea,  is  fafe,  and  not 
above  five  and  twenty  miles  in  length.  The  common  navi- 
gation is  between  the  eaft  and  w  eft  banks,  in  two  or  threes 
and  twenty  feet  water.  But  it  is  faid,  that  an  eighty  gun 
fhip  may  be  brought  up,  through  a  narrow^  winding,  un- 
frequented channel,  between  the  north  end  of  the  eaft 
bank  and  Coney  Ifland. 

The  city  has,  in  reality,  no  natural  bafbn  or  harbour.  The 
fliips  lie  oiff  in  the  road,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  town,  which 
is  docked  out,  and  better  built  than  the  weft  fide,  becaufd 
ihb  frefhets  in  Hudfon's  river,  fill  it  in  fome  winters  w  itli 
ice. 

The  city  of  New- York,  as  I  have  el fe where  had  occafion 
to  mention,  "  confifts  of  about  two  thouland  five  hundred 
Ijuildings.  It  is  a  mile  in  length,  and  not  above  half  that  in 
breadth.  Such  is  its  figure  in  its  centre  of  bufniefs,  and  the 
iitaation  of  thehoufes,  that  the  mean  cartage  from  one  part 
to  another,  does  not  exceed  above  one  quarter  of  a  mile, 
than  which  nothing  can  be  more  advantageous  to  a  trading 
fcity." 

It  is  thought  t6  be  as  healthy  a  fpot  as  any  In  the  world. 
The  eaft  and  f6nth  parts,  in  general,  are  low,  but  the  reft 
is  fituated  on  a  dry,  elevated  foil.  The  ftreets  aTc  irregu-- 
lar  ;  but,  being  paved  with  round  pebbles,  are  clean,  and 
lined  with  well-built  brick  lioules,  many  of  wliich  are  co- 
vered with  tiled  roofs. 

No  part  of  America  is  fupplied  with  markets  abound- 
ing with  greater  plenty  and  variety.  We  liave  beef,  pork, 
mutton,  poultry,  butter,  wild  fowl,  venifon,  fifh,  roots,  and 
herbs,  of  ali  kinds,  iJx  their  feafons.  Omr  oyfters  are  a  con^ 
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fii^rable  article  in  the  fupport  of  the  poor.  Their  beds  artf 
within  view  of  the  town  ;  a  fleet  of  two  hundred  fmall 
craft,  are  often  feen  there,  at  a  time,  when  the  weather 
is  mild  in  winder ;  and  this  lingle  article  is  computed  to  be 
w-orth  annually  lo  or  12.000I. 

This  city  is  tiie  metropolis  and  grand  mart  of  the  pro- 
vince, and,  by  its  commodious  fituation,  commands  alfo  all 
the  trade  of  the  weftem  part  of  Connecticut  and  that  of  Eaft 
Jerfey.  "  No  feafon  prevents  our  ftiips  from  launching  out 
into  the  ocean.  During  the  great  feverityof  winter,  an  equal, 
unreilrained  activity  runs  through  all  ranks,  orders,  arid 
employments.'^ 

Upon  the  fouth-weil  point  of  the  city  ftands  the  fort, 
whicli  is  a  fquare  with  four  baftions.  Witliin  the  walls  is 
the  houfe  in  which  our  governors  ufually  relide;  and  oppo- 
lite  to  it,  brick  barracks,  built  formerly  for  the  independent 
companies.  Tiie  governor's  houfe  is  in  height  three  llories, 
and  fronts  to  the  weft ;  having,  from  the  fecond  ftory,  a 
fine  p.-ofpecl  of  tiie  bay  and  the  Jerfey  ihore.  At  the  fouth 
end  there  was  formerly  a  chapel,  but  this  was  burnt  down 
in  the  ne  Tvo  conrpiracy  of  the  fpring  1741.  According  to 
governor  Cornet's  obfervacions,  this  fort  ftands  in  the  lati- 
tude 4c^  42'  N. 

Below  the  walls  of  the  garrifon,  near  the  v/ater,  we 
have  lately  railed  a  line  of  fortifications,  which  com- 
mands the  entra  ice  iPxto  the  eafteni  road  and  the  mouth  of 
Hudfon's  river.  This  battery  is  built  of  ftone,  and  the  mer- 
lons confift  of  cedar  joifts,  filled  in  v/ith  earth.  It  mounts  92 
cannon,  a'ld  thrJc  are  all  the  works  we  have  to  defend  us. 
About  fix  favlongs,  ^buth-caft  of  the  fort,  lies  Notten  Illand, 
containing  about  too  or  120  aci  es,  referved  by  an  act  of  af- 
ferrbly,  as  a  fo' t  of  demefne  for  the  governors,  upon  which 
it  is  p  -opofed  to  ei  ect  a  ftrong  caftle,  becaule  an  enemy  might 
f.  oiu  thence  eafily  bomba  d  '.he  city,  without  being  aimoyed 
either  by  ourba'  tevy  or  the  fort.  During  the  late  war,  a  line 
of  pali'adoes  was  run  from  Hudfon's  to  the  Eaft  river,  at 
the  other  end  of  the  city,  with  block  houfes  at  fmall 
diftances.  The  greater  part  of  thefc  ftill  remain  as  a  monu- 
ment of  our  folly,  which  coft  the  province  about  8000I. 

TLj  inhabitants  of  New-York  are  a  mixed  people,  but 
moftly  defcended  from  the  original  Dutch  planters.  There 
are  ftill  two  churches,  in  w  hich  religious  worihip  is  per- 
fo'-mcd  in  that  language.  The  old  building  is  of  ftone  and 
ill  built,  oi-namented  with  a  fmall  organ  loft  and  brafs 
branches.  The  new  church  is  a  high,  heavy  edifice,  has  a 
very  extenftve  area,  and  was  completed  in  1729.  It  has  no 
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galleries,  and  yet  will  perhaps  contain  a  tiiOufl'.iKl  or  twelve 
hundred  ar-ditors.  1  he  fleeple  of  this  cliuich  r.fFcids  a 
molt  beautiful  profpect,  both  of  the  city  beneath  iind  ti:c 
furrounding  country.  The  Dutch  congregation  is  n.ore  nu- 
merous than  any  other ;  but  as  the  Jangiiage  becomes  dif- 
ufed,  it  is  much  diminiilied  ;  and  unlefs  they  change  their 
worlhip  into  the  Englifli  tongue,  mull  foon  fufter  a  total 
dilfipation.  They  have  at  prefcnt  two  miniflers  :  the  reve- 
rend meflieurs  Riizma  and  de  Ronde,  who  are  both  ftrict 
Calvinifts.  Their  church  was  incorporated  on  the  nth  of 
IVlay,  1696,  by  the  name  of  "  the  miuiiler,  ciders,  and  dea- 
cons, of  the  refonned  proteftant  Dutch  church  of  the  city 
of  New-York  :"  and  its  eflate,  after  the  expiraiion  of  fun- 
dry  long  leafes,  will  be  worth  a  very  great  income*. 

All  the  Low  Dutch  congregations,  in  this  and  the  pro- 
vince of  New-Jerfey,  worlhip  after  the  manner  of  the  re- 
formed  church  in  the  united  provinces.  With  rcfpccl:  to 
government,  they  are  in  principle  preibytcrians  ;  but  yet 
hold  themfelves  in  fubordination  to  the  claiils  of  Am- 
fterdaui,  who  fometimcs  pei-mit,  and  at  other  limes  refufe 
them  the  powers  of  ordination.  Some  of  their  m.inifters  con- 
fider  fuch  a  fiibjectionas  anti-coniti'.utional ,  and  hence  in  fe- 
deral of  their  late  annual  conventions,  at  New-Yoik,  called 
the  cvTtiis,  fome  debates  have  arifen  among  them  ;  the  ma- 
jority being  inclined  to  erecl  a  claflis,  or  ecclcnaftical  judi- 
catory, here,  for  the  government  of  their  chuiches.  Tho'e 
of  their  miniders,  who  are  natives  of  Europe,  are,  in  ge- 
neral, averfe  to  the  projedl.  The  expenfe  attending  the  or- 
dination of  their  candidates,  in  Holland,  and  the  reference 
of  their  difpjtes  to  theclafiis  of  Amfterdam,  is  very  conli- 
derable  ;  and  with  wha*;  confequences,  tl.e  interruption  of 
their  corrclpcndence  widi  the  European  Dutch,  -would  be 
attended,  in  cafe  of  a  war,  well  deferves  their  coniidcra- 
tion. 

There  are,  befides  the  Dutch,  tVv'o  eplfcopal  churches  in 
this  city,  upon  the  pla]i  of  the  eftabliflied  church  hi  South 
Britain.  Trinity  church  was  built  in  1696,  and  afterwaids 
enlarged  in  17^7.  It  ftands  vcr^- plcafantly  upon  the  banks 
of  Hudfon's  river,  and  has  a  large  cemetery,  on  each  fide, 
enclofed  in  the  f>ont,  by  a  painted,  paled  fence.  Before  it 
alongwalk  is  railed  off  from  the  broad-way,  the  pleafantcft 


*  Their  charter  was  confirmed  by  a  late  ad:  of  aflemMy, 
ratified  by  his  majefty,  which  recites  the  VllUh  article  of 
tllp  furrender  in  1664. 
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llreet  of  any  in  the  whole  town.  This  buil4ing  is  about  14S 
feet  iong,  including  the  tower  and  chancel,  and  72  feet  ii^ 
breadth.  The  l^eeple  is  175  feet  in  height,  and  over  the 
door,  facing  the  river,  is  the  following  infcription. 

PER  ANGUSTAM. 

"  Hoc  Triijitatis  tempi  unj  fimdattnn  eft  anno  regni  iU 
luftriffimi,  fupvemi  doniuii  Gulielmi  tertij,  Dei  gratia^  An* 
glice,  Scoti32,  Franci.is  et  Hibernis  regis,,  fidei  defenjfpris^ 
&c.  odtavo,  annoq.  Domini  1696. 

Ac  voluntaria  quorundam  coniributione  ac  dpnis  a^dj-f 
ficatnm,  maxime  auteni,  dilecti  regis  chiliarch^  Benjammj 
Fletcher,  h'jjns  provincix  ftrataeci  et  imperatoris,  munifi- 
centia  animatum  et  auclum,  cujus  tempore  moderaminis, 
hujus  civitatis  incolx,  religionem  p'oteftautem  ecclefi« 
Anglican  2,  ut  fecundum  legem  nunc  ftabilitcs  profit^ntes, 
quodam  diplomate,  fub  figiilo  provinciss  incoi-porati  funt, 
atqae  alias  plurimas,  ex  re  fua  faciiliari,  donatipiies  npta- 
biies  eidem  dedit." 

The  clmrch  is,  within,  ornamented  beyond  any  other 
place  of  public  worfliip  among  us.  The  head  of  the  chan- 
cel is  adorned  with  an  altar-piece,  and  oppofite  to  it,  at  th^ 
other  end  of  the  building,  is  the  organ.  The  tops  of  t\)jf 
pillars  which  fupport  the  galleries,  are  decked  with  tlK? 
gilt  bufbs  of  angels  winged.  From  the  ceiling  are  fufpende4 
two  glafs  branches,  and  on  the  walls  hang  the  arms  of  fomc 
of  its  principal  benefactors.  The  ailes  aie  paved  with  flat 
ftonei:. 

The  prefent  redlor  of  this  church  is  the  rev.  mr,  Henry 
Barclay,  formerly  a  miffionary  among  the  Mohawks, 
who  receives  tocI  a  year,  levied  upon  all  the  other  clergy 
and  lairy  in  the  city,  by  virtue  of  an  acft  of  aflembly,  pro- 
cured by  governor  rletciier.  He  is  aflifi.ed  by  dr.  Johnfon 
and  mr.  Auchmuty, 

This  congregation,  partly  by  the  arrival  of  ftrangers 
from  Europe,  but  principally  by  prolelytes  fiom  the  Dutx:l» 
churches,  is  become  fo  numerous,  that  though  the  old  buil? 
dini^  will  conc^ii  2000  hearers,  yet  a  new  one  was  ere<ie4 
in  1752  This,  called  St.  George's  chapel*,  is  a  very 
great  edifice,  faced  with  hewn  ftone  and  tiled.  The  fteeple 


*  The  length,  exclufive  of  the  chancel,  92  feet,  ai^d  its 
l)readth  20  feet  lels. 
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is  loftyf,  but  irregular ;  and  its  fituation  in  a  new,  <;roude4, 
and  jll-built  pajrt  of  the  town. 

The  rector,  chi  rch\yardens,  and  v^lirymen  of  Trjiiity 
church,  are  incorporated  by  an  a<ft  of  allembly,  whick 
grants  the  tswo  lalt  the  advowfon  or  light  of  prelentation  ; 
but  enacts,  that  the  rector  lhall  be  inllicuted  and  inducted  in 
a  manner  moil  agreeable  to  Jie  king's  inltiuiTtions  to  the 
governor,  and  the  canonic:.  1  right  of  the  bi/liop  of  London. 
Tiieir  vyorihip  is  conducted  at cer  the  mode  of  the  church  of 
England ;  and  with  refpeCl  to  goveimnent,  they  are  enir 
powered  to  make  rules  and  orciC^  s  for  then)fch  es,  being,  if 
I  may  ufe  the  expreiiipii,  an  inaei>endenr,  ecclehailical  cor- 
poration. 

The  revenue  of  this  church  is  reftriAe^,  by  an  ad:  of  afr 
fembly,  to  500I.  per  annum  :  but  it  is  pollelicd  of  a  real 
eilate,  at  the  north  end  of  the  town,  which,  liaving  beeji 
lately  divided  into  lots,  and  let  to  farm,  will,  in  a  fe\y 
years,  produce  a  much  greater  incoiue. 

The  prelbyteriaiis  iucreafmg  after  lord  Combui^'s  re., 
turn  to  2:.nglaiid,  called  mr,  Anderibn,  a  Scotch  miniiiier,  to 
thepaftoral  ciiarge  of  tiieir  congregation  :  and  dr.  John  Ni- 
col,  Patrick  Mac  Night,  Gilbert  Livingfton,  and  Thoims 
Smith,  purchafed  a  piece  of  ground,  gnd  founded  a  church 
in  1 719.  Two  years  afterwards,  they  petitioned  colonel 
Schuyler,  who  had  then  the  chief  command,  for  a  charter 
of  incorporadon,  to  fecure  their  eftate  for  religious  \yor.. 
fliip,  upon  I  he  plan  of  the  chmxli  in  Nonh-Ri  itain  ;  but 
were  difappointed  in  their  expectations,  through  the  op. 
polition  of  the  epifcopal  party.  They,  fhortly  after,  renew- 
ed their  requeft  to  governor  Burnet,  who  referred  the  pe- 
tition to  his  council.  Tlie  epifcopalians  again  violently  op- 
pofed  the  grant  ;  and  the  governor,  in  1724,  wrote  upon 
the  fubjedt  to  the  lords  of  trade  for  their  diredion.  Coun- 
fellor  Weft,  who  was  then  confulted,  gave  his  opinion  iu 
tliefe  words  :  Upt^n  confideration  of  the  feveral  at&s  of 
uniformity,  that  have  palled  in  Great  Britain,  I  am  of  opi- 
nion that  they  do  not  extend  to  New-York,  andconfequent- 
iy  an  acl:  of  toleration  is  of  no  ufe  in  that  provmce  ;  and, 
tiierefore,  as  there  is  no  provincial  aifl  for  uniformity,  ac- 
cordmg  to  the  church  of  England,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  by 
law  CLich  patent  of  incorporation  may  be  granted,  as  by  the 
petition  is  defired.    RICHARD  WEST,  20  Auguft,  1 724." 

After  feveral  years  folicitation  for  a  charter  in  vahi,  and 

■f  One  hundred  and  feventy-five  feet. 
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fearful  that  thofe  who  obftrudted  fuch  a  reafonable  recneit, 
would  watch  an  opportunity  to  give  them  a  nio\  e  effectual 
wound  ;  thofe,  among  the  pi  eibyterians,  who  were  inveited 
with  the  fee  fimple  of  the  church  and  g  ound,  "  conveyed 
it,  on  the  i6th  of  Marcii,  i  7:0,  to  the  mode  ator  of  die  ge- 
neral aflembly  of  the  churcii  of  ScolIsiic!  and  the  comn^.if- 
lion  thereof,  the  moderator  of  the  prelbyiery  of  jbdin- 
burgh,  the  principal  of  the  college  of  ndiiibngh,  the 
profellbr  of  divinity  tue  cin,  and  the  p'  ocm  ator  and  agent 
of  the  chujch  of  ScoJmid,  for  the  time  being,  and  their 
fucceflbis  in  o^cc,  as  a  committee  of  the  general  aflembly." 
On  the  T5th  of  Augufl,  17^2,  the  chuich  of  Scotland, (by  an 
inilrument  under  the  of  the  general  ailembly,  ard 
signed  by  mr.  Niel  Campbjll,  principal  of  the  univerfity  of 
Glafgow,  and  mode-ator  of  th'^  general  ailembly  and  com- 
miihon  thereof — mr.  janies  >-efbit,  one  of  the  minif^ers  of 
the  gofpel  at  Edinburgh,  moderator  of  the  pielbytery  of 
Edinburgh — mr.  Wm.  P^amikon,  principal  of  theunive;  %y 
Of  Edinburgh — mr.  James  Smith,  p  ofelibr  of  divinity  theie- 
in — and  mr.  William  Grant,  advocate  procurator  for  the 
church  of  Scotland,  for  the  time  being)  p^.nfuant  ro  an  acl 
of  the  general  alTembly,  dated  May,   1791,  did  declare, 

TliJit  notwithftanding  the  afovefaid  right  made  to  them 
and  their  fuccefl'ors  in  office,  they  were  defi'  oo,  that  the 
aforefaid  building,  and  edifice,  and  appurtenances  thereof, 
be  preferved  for  the  pious  and  religious  pu;  poles  for  which 
the  fame  were  defigned  ;  and  that  it  fnould  be  free  and 
-3 awful  to  the  prefbyterians,  then  rcfiding,  or  that  fliould 
at  any  time,  thereafter,  be  refide'.it,  in,  or  near,  the 
aforefaid  city  of  New-York,  in  America,  or  otiie-  s  joining 
with  them,  to  convene,  in  the  forefaid  church,  for  tlie 
worship  of  God  m  all  tl:e  parts  thereof,  and  for  the 
difpenfation  of  all  gofpel  oi'dinances  ;  and  generally  to  ufe 
and  occupy  the  faid  church  and  its  appurtenances,  fully  and 
freely  in  all  times  coming,  they  Aipporting  and  maintain- 
ing the  edifice  and  appunenances  at  their  own  charge." 

Mr.  Anderfon  was  fucceeded,  in  Ap  il,  1727,  by  the  rev. 
mr.  Ebenezer  Pemberton,  a  man  of  polite  b  eeding,  pure 
morals,  and  warm  devo-  ion  ;  under  whofe  inccfiant  labours, 
the  ongregation  greatly  increafed,  and  was  enabled  to 
erecH:  the  prefent  edifice  in  i  748.  It  is  built  of  ftone,  railed 
off  f.'om  the  ftreet,  is  80  feet  long,  and  in  breadth  60.  The 
fteeple,  raifed  on  the  fouth-weil  end,  is  in  height  feet. 
In  the  front  to  the  ftreet,  between  two  long  windows,  is 
the  following  infcription,  gilt  and  cut  in  a  black  fiate,  fij^ 
feet  in  length. 
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Aufpicante  Deo 
Hanc  xdem 
Cultui  divino  facram 
In  pe.  petuum 
celebrando, 
A.D.  MDCCXIX. 
Primo  fundatum ; 
Denuo  penitus  reparatam 
ec 

Ampliorem  er  oniatioreni. 
A.  D.  MDCCXLVin 
Conftruiflam, 
Neo-Eboracenfes  prefbyteriani 
In  faum  er  fuorum  ufum 
Condcntes, 
In  hac  votiva  tabula 
D  D  D 

Concordia^  ainore 
Neciicn  fidei  cultus  et  morum 
Puritate 
6ufFal^a,  dariufq.  exoniata, 
Annuente  Chrifto, 
T  Longum  perdaret  in  aevum. 

Mr.  Alexander  Cummin  jr,  a  yoi^n  g;  gentleman  of  learn- 
ing and  fingular  penecration,  was  chofen  colleague  to  mr. 
Pemberton,  in  1750:  but  both  were  difmifled,  at  their  re- 
qiieit,  about  three  yea.s  afterwards;  the  former,  through 
iudifpofirion,  and  the  latter,  on  account  of  trifling  conten- 
tions, kindled  by  the  bigotry  and  ignorance  of  the  lower 
fort  of  people.  Thefe  debates  continued  till  they  were  clof- 
ed,  in  Ap.il  1756,  by  a  deciiion  of  the  fynod,  to  which,  al- 
nioft  all  our  p^  cfbyterian  churches,  hi  this  and  the  fouthern 
p;  Ovuices,  are  fubjec^t.  The  cong'  elation  confifts,  at  pre- 
jfent,  of  12  or  1400  fouls,  under  the  paltoral  charge  of  the 
rev.  mr.  David  Boftwick,  who  was  kirely  tranfiated  from 
Jamaica  to  New-Yo-k,  by  a  iV^iodical  decree.  He  is  a  gen- 
tleman of  a  mild,  catholic  difpolition  ;  and  being  a  man 
of  piety,  prudence,  and  zeal  coniines  himfelf  entirely  to 
the  p  oner  b'lfinefs  of  hisfund:ion.  In  the  ait  of  preaching, 
he  is  one  of  the  mod  difhnguifhevi  clergymen  in  theie 
parts.  His  difcourfes  are  methodical,  fcm^,  and  pathetic  ; 
in  fentiment,  and  in  point  of  ditftion,  firigulai  ly  ornament- 
ed. Ke  delivers  himrclf  without  notes,  and  yet  with  great 
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cafe  and  fluency  of  expi*effion  ;  and  performs  every  part 
of  diviiie  Avorfhip  with  a  ftriking  folemnity. 

The  French  church,  by  the  contentions  in  1724,  and  the 
difufe  of  tiie  language,  is  now  reduced  to  an  inconfiderable 
handfuh  The  building,  whicliis  of  ftone,  nearly  a  Iquare  *^ 
plain  both  v/ithin  and  without.  It  is  fenced  from  the  (treet^ 
has  a  fteeple  and  a  bell,  the  latter  of  which  was  the  gift  of 
fir  Henry  Afliurft  of  London.  On  the  front  of  the  church 
is  the  following  infcription, 

.4;:des  sacra 
gallor.  prot. 

Fv  E  F  O  R  M. 
F  V  N  D  A.  1704. 

P  E  N  I  T  V  S 
R  E  P  A  R.  1741. 

The  prcfent  mlnifter,  mr.  Carle,  is  a  native  of  France, 
and  fjcceeded  mr.  Ron  in  I754'  Ke  bears  an  irreproach- 
able character,  is  very  intent  upon  his  ftudies,  preaches  mo- 
derate Caivinirm,  and  fpeaks  with  propriety,  both  of  pro- 
nunciation and  geilure. 

The  German  Lutheran  cnurchcs  art  two.  Both  their  pla* 
ces  of  worlhip  are  fmail  :  one  of  them  has  cupola  and 
bell. 

The  quakers  have  a  meeting-houfe,  and  the  Moravians, 
a  new  fec't  among  us,  a  church,  conlifting  principally  of 
female  p'-ofelytes  fi  om  other  focieties.  Their  lervice  is  in 
the  Englifh  tongue. 

Tiie  anabaptifts  affemble  at  a  finall  meeting-homf^,  but 
have  as  yet  no  re^^ular  fettled  congregation.  The  J^^s, 
who  are  not  inconfiderable  for  their  numbers,  worifhip  in 
a  fynagogue  erected  in  a  very  private  part  of  tite  town, 
plain  without,  but  very  neat  witiiin. 

The  city  hall  is  a  ftrong  brick  building,  two  ftories  m 
height,  in  the  fhape  of  an  oblong,  winged  with  one  at  eacH 
end,  a:  righc  angles  vv  ith  the  firft.  The  floor  below  is  an 
open  walk,  except  two  jails  and  the  jailor's  apartments.  The 
cellar  underneath  is  a  dnngeon,  and  the  garret  above  a  com- 
tnox^  prifon.  This  edifice  is  erecled  in  a  place  where  fonr 
ftreets  meet,  and  fronts,  to  the  fouth-wcft,  one  of  the  mofl 
fpacious  llreets  m  town.  The  eaflern  wing,  in  the  fecond 


*  The  area  is  feventy  feet  long,  and  in  breadth  fifty. 
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ftory,  confifts  of  the  aflembly  chamber,  a  lobby,  and  a  fmall 
room  for  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe.  The  weft  wing,  on  the 
fame  floor,  forms  the  council  room  and  a  libi-aiy  ;  and  in 
the  fpace  between  the  ends,  the  fupreme  court  is  ordinarily 
held. 

The  library  confifts  of  a  thoufand  volumes,  which  were 
bequeathed  to  the  fociety  foi  the  propagation  of  the  gof- 
pel  in  foreign  parts,"  by  dr.  Millington,  retffcor  of  Newing- 
ton.  Mr.  Humphreys,  the  fociety's  fecretary,  in  a  letter  of 
the  23d  of  September  1728,  informed  governor  Montgo- 
merie,  that  the  fociety  intended  to  place  thefe  books  in 
New- York,  intending  to  eftabliih  a  library,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  clergy  and  gentlemen  of  this  and  the  neighbouring 
governments  of  Conneclicut,  New  Jerfey,  and  Pennfylva- 
nia,  upon  giving  fecurity  to  return  them  ;  and  defired  the 
governor  to  recommend  ir  to  the  aflembly,  to  provide  a 
place  to  dcpofit  the  books,  and  to  concur  in  an  act  for  the 
prefervation  of  them  and  others  that  might  be  added.  Go- 
vernor Montgomerie  fent  the  letter  to  the  aflembly,  who 
ordered  it  to  be  laid  before  the  city  corporation  :  and  the 
latter,  in  Jime  1729,  agreed  to  provide  a  proper  repofitory 
for  the  books,  which  were  accordingly  foon  after  fent  over. 
The  greateft  part  of  them  are  upon  theological  fubjedis  ; 
and  through  the  carelefliiels  of  the  keepers,  many  are  mif- 
fing. 

In  17^4,  a  fet  of  gentlemen  undertook  to  carry  about  a 
fubfcription  towards  raifing  a  public  librai-y,  and  in  a  few 
days  colleclied  ncai  600I.  which  were  laid  out  in  purchafing 
about  700  volumes  of  new,  well-chofen  books.  Every  fub- 
fcriber,  upon  payment  of  5I.  principal,  and  the  annual 
fum  of  los.  is  entitled  to  the  ufc  of  thefe  books.  His  right 
by  the  articles  is  alfignablc,  and,  for  non-compliance  with 
them,  may  be  forfeited.  The  care  of  this  library,  is  com- 
mitted to  twelve  truftees,  annually  elected  by  the  fubfcribers, 
on  the  laft  Tuefday  of  April,  who  are  reftricled  frcm  making 
any  rules  repugnant  to  the  fundamental  fubfcription. 
This  is  the  beginning  of  a  library,  which,  in  procels  of 
time,  will  probably  become  vaftly  rich  and  voluminous  ; 
and  it  would  be  very  proper  for  the  company  to  have  a 
charter  for  its  fecm-ity  and  encouragement.  The  books  are 
depofited  in  the  lame  room  with  thofe  given  by  the  fociety. 

Befides  the  city  hall,  there  belong  to  the  corporation,  a 
large  alms-honfe  or  place  of  corrediion,  and  the  excliAnge, 
in  the  latter  of  which  there  is  a  lar^e  room  raifed  upOn 
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brick  aiTiics-,  generally  nfed  for  public  entertainments, 
concerts  of  iirafic,  balls  and  afltmblies. 

Though  the  city  was  put  under  the  government  of  a 
mayor,  ike.  in  1665,  it  was  not  regularly  incorporated  till 
16S6.  Since  that  lime  feveral  charters  have  been  pafled  : 
the  lafi  was  granted  by  governor  Montgomerie,  on  the  1 5th 
of  January,  17:0. 

It  is  divided  into  feven  wards,  and  is  under  the  govern- 
ment of  a  mayor,  recorder,  feven  aldermen,  and  as  many 
afiiilants,  or  common  council  men.  The  mayor,  a  llieriff, 
and  c  ji  oner,  are  annually  appointed  by  the  governor.  The 
recorder  has  a  patent  during  pleafare.  The  aldermen,  aflif- 
tants,  aiieiibrs,  and  collec'tois,  are  annually  eletfted  by  the 
freemen  and  freeholders  of  the  refpedlive  wards.  The 
mayor  has  the  foie  rppcintment  of  a  deputy,  and,  to- 
gether with  four  aldermen,  may  appoint  a  cham/berlahi. 
Tlie  mayor,  or  recorder,  four  aldermen,  and  as  maiiy  afiift- 
ants,  form  "  the  coiimion  council  of  the  city  of  New-York  :** 
ariii  diis  br>dy,  by  a  majori'.y  of  voices,  hath  power  to  make 
bye-laws  for  the  government  of  the  city,  which  are  binding 
only  for  a  yea- ,  unlcfs  confirmed  by  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil. They  have  many  othei*  privileges  relating  to  fen  iages, 
markets,  fairs,  the  aliize  of  bread,  wine,  &c.  and  the  li- 
cenfing  and  reg  dation  of  tavern  keepei's,  cartage,  and  the 
like,  i  he  mayor,,  his  deputy,  the  recorder  and  aldermen, 
are  conftituted  juiHces  of  the  peace  ;  and  may  hold  not  only 
a  court  r»f  record  once  a  week,  to  take  cognizance  of  all 
civil  caufe3,  but  alio  a  court  of  general  quarter  feilions  of 
the  peace,  ^hey  have  a  ccmmon  clerk,  commiiflioned  by  the 
governor,  whi-  enjoys  an  appointment  worth  about  four  or 
five  hundred  pounds  per  annimi.  The  annual  revenue  of  the 
corporation  is  n^ar  two  thonfand  pounds.  The  ftanding  mi- 
litia of  the  ifiand  ccnHfls  of  ^bout  2;co  m.cn*:  and  the  city 
h'aS  in  referve,  a  thoufand  ftand  of  arms  for  feamen,  the 
poor,  and  others,  in  cafe  of  an  invafion. 

The  north  eaRern  pr"  t  of  New- York  ifland  is  inhabited, 
principally,  bv  Dutch  farmers,  who  ha\ e  a  final!  village 
there,  called  Hacrlem,  pleafanLly  fituated  on  a  flat,  culti- 
vated for  the  ci:y  markets. 


*  The  whole  number  of  the  inhabitants,  exclufive  of  fe- 
males above  fixty,  according  to  a  lift  returned  to  the  gover- 
nor, in  the  fpring  1756,  amounted  to  10,468  whites,  and 
2275  negroes  ;  but  that  account  is  erroneous.  It  is  moft 
probable,  that  there  are  in  the  city  15,000  fouls, 
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WEST-CHESTER. 

THIS  county  is  large,  and  includes  all  the  lard  beyond 
the  i-land  of  Manhattans  along  the  found,  to  the  Con- 
neclicut  which  is  its  ealtern  hoiindary.   It  extends 

iiorchward  to  the  middle  of  the  highlands,  and  weftvrard  to 
Hadfon's  rive4 ,  A  great  part  of  this  coanty  is  contained  in 
the  manors  of  Phiiipfbiirgh,  Pelham,  Fordiiani,  and  Court - 
landt,  the  lafl  of  which  iias  the  prlvikge  of  (ending  a  re- 
prefentative  to  th^^  general  ailembly.  The  county  is  toler- 
ably fettled.  The  lands  are  in  general  rough,  but  fertile, 
and  therefore  the  farinc  s  run  principally  on  grazing.  It 
has  feveral  towns,  Eait-Cheitier,  Weft-Chefter,  New- 
Rochelle,  Rye,  Be  Iford,  and  No  th-Caftle.  The  inhabit 
tanrs  are  eitaer  Engiifa  or  Dutch  |>refby^eiia.is,  epifco- 
palians,  quakers,  and  French  proceilants.  The  former  are 
the  moil  numerous.  The  two  epif-opal  mlffionaries  are  fet- 
tled ac  Rye  and  Eall-Chefter,  and  receive  each  60I.  aniir.ally 
taxed  upon  the  county.  The  town  of  Weil-Cheiter  is  an 
incorporated  borough,  enjoying  a  mayor's  conrt,  and  the 
right  of  beiiig  represented  by  a  member  in  aRembly , 

DUCHESS. 

THIS  count-y  adjoins  to  Wefl  Cheller,  which  bo'jnds  it 
on  the  Ibuth,  the  Connect'ticut  line  on  the  eall*',  Hud- 
fon's  river  on  the  well,  and  the  county  of  Alb  my  on  tiie 
north.  The  foutli  part  of  this  county  is  mountainous,  and 
fit  only  for  iron  works  ;  but  the  reit  contains  a  great  quan- 
tity of  good  upland,  well  watei  ed.  The  only  villages  in  it 
are  Poughkeepfie  and  the  Fiih-Kill,  though  they  fcarce  de- 
ierv«  the  name.  The  inhabiLants  on  die  banks  of  the  river 
are  Dutch,  but  thofe  more  ealterly,  Englifliraen,  and,  for 
the  mo^  p^i"t,  emigrantJi  from  Coniiediicut  and  Long  Ifland. 
There  is  no  epifcopal  church  in  it.  The  growth  of  this  coun- 
ty has  been  very  faddeu,  and  commenced  but  a  few  years 


*  In  defcribing  the  limits  of  the  feveral  counties,  I  recrard 
their  bounds  according  to  the  junfdiction  as  now  cxercifcd 
in  each,  rather  than  the  laws  relating  to  them,  which  are 
very  imperfe<5t,  efpecially  the  general  a(ft  in  1691.  The 
greateft  part  of  Hudfon's  river  is  not  included  in  any  of 
our  counties. 
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ago.  Within  the  memory  of  perfons  now  living,  it  did  not 
contain  above  twelve  families  ;  and  according  to  the  late 
rerarns  of  the  militia,  it  will  furnifli  at  prefent  above  2Soo 
fighting  men. 

ALBANY. 

THIS  county  extends  from  the  fouth  bounds  of  the  ma- 
nor of  Livingfton,  on  the  eaft  fide,  and  Ulfter,  on  the 
wefl:  fide  of  Hudfon's  river  :  on  the  north  its  limits  are  not 
yet  afcertained.  It  contains  a  vaft  quantity  of  fine  low  land. 
Its  principal  commodities  are  wheat,  peafe,  and  pine  boards. 

The  city  of  Albany,  which  is  near  150  miles  from  New- 
York,  isfitnated  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  river.  There  our 
governors  ufually  treat  with  the  Indians  dependent  upon 
the  Britifii  crown.  The  houfes  are  built  of  brick,  in  the 
Dutch  taft:e,  and  are  in  number  about  350.  There  are  two 
churches  in  it.  That  of  the  epifcopalians,  the  only  one  in 
this  large  county,  is  a  flrone  building.  The  congregation  is 
but  fmall,  almoft  all  the  inhabitants  reforting  to  the  Duch 
church,  which  is  a  plain,  fquare,  flrone  edifice.  Befides  thefe 
they  have  no  other  public  buildings,  except  the  city  hall 
and  the  fort  ;  the  latter  of  which  is  a  fl:one  fquare,  with 
four  bafl:ions,  fituated  on  an  eminence  which  o  v^erlooks  the 
town,  but  is  itfelf  commanded  by  higher  ground.  The 
greatefl:  part  of  the  city  is  fortified  only  by  palifadoes,;and  in 
fome  places  there  arc  fmall  cannon  planted  in  block-houfes. 
Albany  was  incorporated  by  colonel  Dongan,  in  1686,  and 
is  under  the  government  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  fix  alder- 
men, and  as  many  aflifi:ants.  It  has  alfo  a  fiieriff,  town  clerk, 
chamberlain,  clerk  of  the  markets,  one  high  confliable,  three 
f- b-conftabies,  and  amarflial.  The  corporation  is  empower- 
ed befides  to  hold  a  mayor's  court  for  the  trial  of  civil  cau- 
fes,  and  a  court  of  general  quarter  fefiions. 

Sixteen  or  eighteen  miles  north-wefl:  from  Albany,  lies 
Schenecftady,  on  the  banks  of  the  Mohawks'  river,  which 
falls  into  Hudfon's  river  12  miles  to  the  North  of  Albany. 
This  village  is  compadl  and  regular,  built  principally  of 
brick,  on  a  rich  flat  of  low  land,  fun'ounded  with  hills.  It 
has  a  large  Dutch  church,  with  a  flieeple  and  town  clock, 
near  the  centre.  The  windings  of  the  river  through  the 
town,  and  the  fields  (which  are  often  overflowed  in  the 
fpring)  form,  about  harvefl:,  a  moft:  beautiful  profpedl.  The 
lands,  in  the  vale  of  Schenecftady,  are  fo  fertile,  that  they 
are  commonly  fold  at  45I.  per  acre.  Though  the  farmers 
nfe  no  kind  of  manure,  they  till  the  fields  every  year,  and 
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they  always  produce  full  crops  of  wheat  or  peafe.  Their 
church  was  incorporated  by  governor  Cofoy  ;  and  the  town 
has  the  privilege  of  fending  a  member  to  tlie  atTembly. 

From  this  village,  our  Indian  traders  fet  out  in  battces 
for  Ofwego.  The  Mohawks*  river,  from  hence  to  fort  Hun- 
ter, abounds  with  rifts  and  fhoals,  which,  in  the  fpring, 
give  but  little  obftruction  to  the  navigation.  From  thence 
to  its  head,  or  rather  to  the  portage  into  the  Wood  Creek, 
the  conveyance  is  eafy,  and  the  current  lefs  rapid.  The 
banks  of  this  ri^er  are,  in  general,  low,  and  the  foil  exceed- 
ing good.  Our  fettlements,  on  the  north  fide,  extend  to 
Burnet's  fieUl,  a  flat  inhabited  by  Germans,  which  produces 
wheat  and  peafe  in  furprifnig  plenty.  On  the  fouth  fide,  ex- 
cept a  few  Scotch  Irifli,  in  Cherry  Valley,  at  the  head  of 
Sufquehanna,  we  have  but  few  farms  weft  of  the  three  Ger- 
man towns  on  Schohare,  a  fmall  creek  v\hich  en^pties  itfelf 
into  the  Mohawks'  river,  about  20  miles  weft  of  Schenecta- 
dy. The  fur  trade,  at  Ofwego,  is  one  of  the  principal  ad- 
vantages of  this  county.  The  Indians  refort  thither  in  May  ; 
and  the  trade  continues  till  tin:  latter  end  of  July.  A  good 
road  might  be  made  from  Schenectady  to  Ofwego.  In  the 
fummer  1755,  fat  cattle  were  eafily  driven  there  for  the  ar- 
my under  the  command  of  general  Shirley. 

The  principal  fettlements  to  the  northward  of  Albany, 
are  Conneftigiun^,  eaftward  of  Schenectady,  on  the  Mo- 
hawks'river,  which,  a  little  lower,  tumbles  down  a  preci- 
pice of  about  feventy  feet  high,  called  the  Cahoes.  The 
furprife,  which,  as  one  might  imagine,  would  naturally  be 
excited  by  the  view  of  lb  great  a  cataravft,  is  much  dimi- 
niflied  by  the  height  of  the  banks  of  the  river ;  befides, 
the  fall  is  as  uniform  as  a  mill  dam,  being  uninterrupted 
by  the  projeiftion  of  rocks. 

At  Scaghtahook,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  north  branch  of 
Hudfon's  river,  there  are  a  few  farms,  but  many  more 
feveral  miles  to  the  eaftAvard,  and  about  twenty-five  miles 
fron\  Albany,  in  the  patent  of  Hofick.  Thei'e  were  all 
broke  up  by  an  irmption  of  French  and  Indians,  who,  on 
the  2Sth  of  Augijft  1754,  killed  and  fcalped  twoperfons,  and 
fet  fire  to  the  houfes  and  bams. 

About  forty  miles  to  the  northward  of  Albany,  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  river,  lies  Saratoga,  a  fine  tra(fl  of  low 
land,  from  which  feveral  families  were  driven  by  the  French 
Indians,  in  the  late  war.  A  project  of  purchafing  thefe 
lands  from  the  proprietors,  fettling  them  with  Indians, 
raifing  a  fort  there,  and  cultivating  the  foil  for  them, 
has  been  often  tiilked  of  fmce  captain  Campbell's  difap- 
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pointment,  as  a  proper  expedient  to  curb  the  fcalping  par^ 
ties  Tent  out  from  Crown  Point. 

In  the  fbathern  part  of  the  county  of  Albany,  on  both 
fides  of  Hadfon's  river,  the  fettleinents  are  very  fcattered, 
except  wiihhi  twelve  miles  of  the  city,  when  the  banks  be- 
come low  and  acceflible.  Theidands  here,  which  are  many, 
contain  perhips  the  finePt  foil  la  the  world. 

There  are  two  maviors  in  the  county,  Renflaerwick  and 
Livinglton,  which  iiave  qcuAi  the  privilege  of  fending  a 
membsr  to  the  afiembly.  The  tenants  of  thcfe  manors, 
and  of  the  patents  of  Cl  ive rack,  have  free  fa-  ms,  at  the  an- 
mial  rent  of  a  re'iih  of  the  produce,  which  has  as  yet 
been  neither  exaivtiu  ^u)r  p;iid.  At  Ancram,  in  the  manor  of 
Livingfton,  is  au  iron  far  nice,  about  fourteen  miles  from 
the  river.  Its  beil  and  iiioii  improved  lands  lie  at  Tachanic 
in  the  eastern  parts,  which  have  of  late  been  much  dif- 
turbed  by  the  inroads  of  the  MaiTjchufetts  bay,  on  this 
and  thepacent3  of  V/efternhook  and  Claverack. 

The  win  ers  in  this  county  are  commonly  fevere :  and 
Hjd fan's  river  freezes  fo  liard,  a  hundred  miles  to  the 
foatJiward  of  Albany,  as  to  bear  fieds  loaded  with  great 
burdens.  Much  f:iow  is  very  ferviceable  to  the  farmers 
here,  not  only  in  p -  otedting  their  grain  from  the  fi  oft,  but 
an  facilitatin-j  the  traiifportation  of  their  boards  and  other 
p  *od  ice,  to  the  banks  of  the  river  againft  the  enfuing 
fpring. 

U    L    S    T    E  Fv. 

THIS  county  joins  to  that  of  Albany,  on  the  weft  fide 
of  Hadfan's  river.  Its  northern  extent  is  fixed  at  Saw- 
yer's rill :  the  rivers  Delaware  and  Hndfon  bound  it  eaft 
and  weft  ;  and  a  weft  line,  from  the  mouth  of  Murder- 
er's creek,  is  its  fouthern  limit. 

The  inhabitants  are  Dutch,  French,  Englifh,  Scotch, 
and  Irifh,  but  the  firft  and  the  laft  are  moft  numerous. 
The  epifcopalians  in  this  county  are  fo  inconfiderable,  that 
their  church  is  only  a  mean  log  houle.  The  moftconfider- 
able  town  is  Kingfton,  lituaied  about  two  miles  from  Hud- 
fon's  river.  It  contains  about  one  liundred  and  fifty  honfes, 
moftlv  of  ftone  ;  is  regularly  laid  out  on  a  dry,  level  fpot ; 
and  has  a  large  ftone  church  and  court -houfe  near  the  cen- 
tre. It  is  thought  to  refemble  Scheneifcady,  but  far  exceeds 
it  in  its  elevation.  On  the  north  fide  of  the  town,  the 
Efopus  Kill  winds  through  rich  and  beautiful  lawns.  The 
people  of  Ulfter  having,  long  enjoyed  an  undifturbed  tran- 
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qulllity,  are  fonie  of  the  11:0^  opulent  fanners  in  the  ^vhole 
colony. 

Tills  county  is  mod  noted  for  fjie  flour,  beer,  and  a  good 
breed  of  draught  horfes.  At  the  comnienccment  of  the 
range  of  the  palcichian  hills,,  aboi-t  ten  miles  from  Hudfon's 
river,  is  an  iuexhauitibie  quairy  of  miliitones,  winch  far 
exceed  thofe  from  Colen  in  Europe,  formerly  imported 
here,  and  fold  at  8cl.  a  pair.  Tiie  Marbletown  miilftones 
coftnota  four  Jipavtcf  that  fum.  This,  and  the  counties 
of  Duchefs  and  Orange,  abound  witii  limeftone  :  and  on 
the  banks  of  Hudfon's  river,  ai  e  found  gi*eat  bodies  of  blue 
■flate. 

The  principal  villages,  befides  Kingfton,  are  Marbletown, 
Huilcy,  Rochefter,  New  Paltz,  and  the  Wall -kill,  each  of 
w  hich  is  furrounded  with  fine  tracts  of  low  land.  The  mi- 
litia of  Ulfter  is  about  fifteen  or  (ixtecn  hundred  men  and 
a  con^pany  of  horfe. 

ORANGE 

COUNTY  is  divided  by  a  range  of  mountains,  ftretch- 
ing  weilward  from  Hudfon's  river,  called  the  high- 
lands. On  the  north  fide,  the  lands  are  very  broken,  but 
fertile,  and  inhabited  by  Scotch,  Irifh,  and  Englifli  prefby- 
terians.  The  fociety's  mifiionary  in  Ulfter  preaches  here 
fometinies  to  a  fmall  congregation  of  the  epifcopal  perfua- 
fion,  which  is  the  only  one  in  the  county.  Their  villages 
are  Gofhen,  Bethlehem,  and  Little  Britain,  all  remarkable 
for  producing,  iii  general,  the  bell  butter  made  in  the  co- 
lony. The  people  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  mountains  are 
all  Dutch  ;  and  Orange  town,  more  commonly  called  by  the 
Indian  name  Tappan,  is  a  fmrdl  but  very  plea(ant  inland  vil- 
lage, with  a  ftone  court-houfe  and  church.  The  militia  con- 
fi{ts  of  about  thirteen  hundred  fighting  men. 

This  county  joins  to  the  province  of  New-Jerfey  on  the 
foath  ;  and  the  nou-fcttlement  of  the  partition-line  has 
been  the  greatell  obftru(5tion  to  its  growth. 

There  is  a  very  valuable  tracH:,  called  the  Drowned 
Lands,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  moimtains,  containing 
about  40  oc  50,000  aorf-s.  The  waters,  wiiich  defcend  fiom 
the  fnrrounding  hills,  being  but  flowly  difcharged  by  the 
river  iflaing  oat  of  in,  cover  tliefe  viill  meadov.  s  every  win- 
ter; and  hence  they  become  exi- emely  fertile.  The  fires 
kindled  up  in  the  woods  by  the  deer  hunters  in  autumn, 
are  "o:nmunicated  by  cae  leaves  to  thefe  meadows,  before 
the  waters  rife  above  the  channel  of  the  river,  and  a  dread- 
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ful  devouring  conflagration  over-runs  it,  confuming  the 
herbage  for  feveral  days.  The  Wall  Kill  river,  which  runs 
through  this  extenfive,  amphibious  tradl,  if  I  may  ufe  the 
expreffion,  is  in  the  Ipring  ftored  with  eels  of  uncommon 
fize  ai>d  plenty,  very  ufeful  to  the  farmers  reliding  on  its 
banks.  The  river  is  about  two  chains  in  breadth,  where  it 
leaves  the  drowned  lands,  and  has  a  confiderable  fall.  The 
bottom  of  it  is  a  broken  rock  :  and  I  am  informed  by  mr. 
Clinton,  a  gentleman  of  ingenuity  and  a  mathematical  turn,, 
that  the  channel  might,  for  lefs  than  2,occl.  be  fufficiently 
deepened  to  draw  cif  all  the  water  from  the  meadows. 
Some  parts  near  the  banks  of  the  upland,  have  been  alrea- 
dy redeemed  from  the  floods.  Thefe  fpots  are  very  fertile, 
and  produce  Englifh  grafs,  hemp,  and  Indian  corn. 

The  mountains,  in  the  county  of  Orange,  are  clothed 
thick  with  timber,  and  abound  with  iron  ore,  ponds, 
and  fine  ftreams  for  iron  works.  Gofhen  is  well  fupplied 
with  white  cedar,  and  in  fome  parts  of  the  woods  is  found 
great  plenty  of  black  walnut. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  defcription  of  the  fouthern  coun- 
ties, I  beg  leave  to  fay  a  few  words  concerning  Hudfon's 
river. 

Its  fource  has  not,  as  yet,  been  difcovered.  We  know,  in 
general,  that  it  is  in  the  mountainous,  uninhabited  coun- 
try, between  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Champkin.  In  its 
courfe  fouthward,  it  approaches  the  Mohawk's  river  with- 
in a  few  miles  at  Saucondauga.  From  thence  it  runs  north 
and  north-eaflerly  tov/ards  lake  St.  Sacrament,  now  called 
lake  George,  and  is  not  above  8  or  lo  miles  diitant  from 
it.  The  courfe  tlien  to  New- York  is  very  uniform,  being  in 
the  main  fouth  1 2  or  1 5®  welt. 

The  diftance  from  Albany  to  lake  George  is  computed  at 
65  miles.  The  river,  in  that  interval,  is  navigable  only  to 
batteaus,  and  interrupted  by  rifts,  which  occalion  two 
portages,  of  half  a  mile  each*.  There  are  three  routes 
from  Crown  Point  to  Hudfon's  river,  in  the  way  to  Albany  ; 
one  through  lake  George,  another  through  a  branch  of  lake 
Champlain,  bearing  a  fouthern  courfe,  and  terminating  in 
a  bafon,  feveral  miles  eaft  of  lake  George,  called  the  South 
bay.  The  third  is  by  afccnding  the  Wood  Creek,  a  lhallow 
ft.  ea&4  about  one  hundred  feet  broad,  which,  coming  from 


*  In  the  paffdge  from  Albany  to  fort  Edward,  the  whole 
land  carriage  is  about  twelve  or  thirteen  miles. 
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the  fouth-eaft,  empties  itfelf  into  the  fouth  bmndi  of  the 
lake  Cham  plain. 

The  place,  where  thefe  routes  meet,  on  the  banks  of  Kud- 
fon's  river,  is  called  the  carrying  place.  Here  fort  Lyman, 
lince  called  fort  Edward,  is  built :  bat  fort  William  Kenry, 
a  much  ftronger  garrifon,  was  ereAed  at  the  fouth  end  o£ 
lake  George,  after  the  repulfe  of  the  French  forces  under 
the  command  of  baron  DieHiau,  on  the  8th  of  September, 
1755.  General  Shirley  thought  it  more  advifable,  ta 
llrengthen  fort  Edward,  in  the  concurrence  of  three  routes, 
than  to  ere(fl  the  other  at  lake  George,  17  miles  to  the 
northward  of  it,  and  wrote  a  very  preffing  letter  upon 
that  head  to  fir  William  Johnfon  who  then  commanded  th«. 
provincial  troops. 

The  banks  of  Iludfon's  river  ate,  for  the  moft  part,  rocky- 
cliffs,  efpecially  on  the  weftern  fhore.  The  pafla^e  through 
the  highlands,  affords  a  wild,  romantic  fcene,  for  fixteen 
miles,  through  Iteep  and  lofty  mountains.  The  tide  flows  d 
few  miles  above  Albany.  The  navigation  is  fafe,  and  per- 
fonned  in  Hoops  of  about  40  or  50  tons  burden,  extremely 
well  accommodated  to  the  river.  About  fixty  miles  above 
the  city  of  New-York,  the  water  is  freili,  and,  in  wet  fca- 
fons,  much  lower.  The  river  is  ftored  with  variety  of  fifh, 
which  renders  a  fammer's  paflage  to  Albany,  exceedingly 
divertmg  to  fuch  as  are  fond  of  angling. 

The  advantages  of  this  river  for  penetrating  into  Cana- 
da, and  protetituig  the  fouthern  colonies  from  the  irrup- 
tions of  the  Frencii,  by  fecuring  the  command  of  the  lakes, 
and  cutting  off  the  communication  between  the  French  fet- 
tlements  on  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Miflillippi,  though  but 
lately  attended  to,  muit  be  very  apparent  to  every  judicious 
obferver  of  the  maps  of  ^^he  inland  part  of  North  America. 

The  French,  as  appears  from  the  intended  invafion,  in 
1689,  have  long  eyed  the  Englifli  pofleffion  of  this  pro- 
vince with  jealouly  ;  and  it  becomes  us  to  fall  upon  every 
method  for  its  protection  and  defence. 

The  lingular  couAeniency  of  Hudfon's  river  to  this  pro- 
vince in  particular,  was  fo  fully  fliown  in  one  of  the  late 
papers,  publifhed  in  I75;s,  under  the  title  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Refletftor,  that  I  cannot  help  reprinting  the  pallage 
relating  to  it. 

"  High  roads,  which,  in  moft  trading  countries,  are  ex- 
tremely expenfivc,  and  awake  a  continual  atteniion  for 
their  reparation,  demand  from  us,  comparatively  ipeuking, 
fcarce  any  public  notice  at  all.  The  wliole  province  is  corf 
tained  in  two  narrow  oblongs,  extending  from  the  city  ealt 
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and  north,  having  water  carriage  from  the  extremity  of  on^, 
and  from  the  cUitance  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  miles  of 
the  otner  ;  and  by  tlie  moil  accurate  calculation,  has  not, 
a:  a  medium,  above  twelve  miles  of  land  carriage,  through- 
cat  ics  wtiole  extent.  This  is  one  of  the  ftrongeil  motives 
to  the  fetilement  of  a  new  country,  as  it  affords  the  eafieft 
and  moft  fpeedy  conveyance  from  the  remoteft  dillances, 
and  at  the  lowefl  expenfe.  The  effeifts  of  this  advantage 
aiegreaier  than  we  ufually  obferve,  and  are  therefore  not 
fafficiently  admired. 

"  The  province  of  Pennfylvania  has  a  fine  foil,  and 
through  the  importation  of  Germans,  abounds  with  inha- 
bitants ;  but  beirig  a  vaft  inland  country,  its  produce  muft, 
of  confequence,  be  brought  to  a  market  over  a  great  extent 
of  g  ound,  and  all  by  land  carriage.  Hence  it  is,  that  Phi- 
ladelphia is  crouded  with  waggons,  carts,  horles,  and  their 
d  ivers  :  a  ftranger,  at  his  firit  entrance,  would  imagine  it 
to  be  a  place  of  tiaffic,  beyond  any  one  town  in  the  colo- 
nies :  while  at  New  York,  in  particular,  to  which  the  pro- 
duce of  the  country  is  all  brought  by  water,  there  is  more 
bafinefs,  at  leaft,  bufinefs  of  profit,  though  with  lefs  fhow 
and  appearance.  Not  a  boat  m  our  river  is  navigated  with 
mere  than  two,  or  three  men  at  moft  ;  and  thefe  are  per- 
petaally  coming  in  from,  and  returning  to,  all  parts  of 
the  adjacent  cc  .intry,  in  the  fame  employments,  that  fill 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  with  fome  hundreds  of  men,  who, 
i:i  refpj^fl  to  the  public  advantage,  may  jiiftly  be  faid,to  be 
B.boriouily  idle  :  for,  let  any  one  nicely  compute  the  ex- 
penfe  of  a  waggon,  with  ics  tackling  ;  the  time  of  two 
men  in  attending  it ;  their  maintenance  ;  four  horfes,  and 
the  charge  of  their  provender,  on  a  journey  of  one,  though 
tli^^y  often  come,  t  v.  o  hundred  miles ;  and  he  will  find, 
thefe  feveral  pai  ticidars  amount  to  a  fum  far  from  being 
inconfiderabl?.  All  this  time,  the  New  York  farmer  is  in 
the  couj  fe  of  his  proper  bufinefs,  and  the  unincumbered 
acqaifi.ions  of  his  calling  ;  for,  at  a  medium,  there  is 
fcarce  a  farmer  in  the  province,  that  cannot  tranfport  the 
fruits  of  a  year's  labour,  from  the  beft  farm,  in  three  days 
at  a  proper  feafon,  to  fome  convenient  landing,  where  the 
ma' 1  et  will  be  to  his  fatisfai5lion,  and  all  the  wants  from 
the  merchant,  cheaply  lupplied  ;  befides  which,  one  boat 
fhall  fleal  into  the  haibOur  of  New  York,  with  a  lading  of 
more  burden  and  value,  than  forty  waggons,  one  hundred 
and  fixty  horfes,  and  eighty  men,  into  Philadelpliia  ;  and 
perhaps  with  lefs  noife,  bhvfter,  or  fhow  than  one. 

ProdigioLis  is  the  advantage  we  have  in  this  article 
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alone^  I  fnall  not  enter  into  an  abftrufe  calculation,  to  evince 
the  exa(ft  value  of  it,  in  all  tlie  lights  in  which  it  may  be 
confidered.  Thus  much  is  certain,  that  barely  on  accoi.iit  of 
oureafycaniage,  thep  ofits  of  fa  ming  wii  h  us,  exceed  thofe 
in  Peniifylvania,  at  leaft  by  tliiity  per  cent,  and  tha.  differ- 
ence, in  favour  of  our  farmers,  is  of  itfelf  fuiRcient  to  enric  h 
them  ;  while  the  others  find  the  difadvantage  they  are  expo- 
fed  to,  fb  heavy,  (efpecially  the  remote  inliabitants  of  their 
country)  that  a  bare  fubfiilencc  is  all  they  can  reafonably 
hope  to  obtain.  Take  this  province  throughout,  the  expenfc 
of  tranfporting  a  bufhel  of  wheat,  is  bnt  two  pence  for 
the  diftance  of  one  hundred  miles :  but  the  fame  quantity, 
at  a  like  diilance  in  Pennfylvania,  will  always  exceed  us 
one  ihilling  at  leaft.  The  proportion  between  us,  in  the 
conveyance  of  everything  elfe,  is  nearly  the  fame.  How 
great,  then,  are  the  incumbrances  to  which  they  are  ex- 
pofed  !  What  an  immense  charge  is  favcd  to  us  I  how  fen- 
fible  muft  the  embarraflinents  they  are  fubjed:  to,  be  lo  a 
trading  people  I" 

RICHMOND 

COUNTY  confifts  of  Staten  Ifland,  which  lies  nine 
miles  fouth  weftward  from  the  city  of  New  York.  It 
is  about  eighteen  miles  long,  and,  at  a  medium,  fix  or  feven 
in  breadth.  On  the  fouth  lide  is  a  confiuerable  tracT:  of  good 
level  land  ;  but  the  idand  is,  in  general,  rough,  and  the 
hills  high.  The  inhabitants  are  principally  Dutch  and 
French.  The  former  have  a  church  :  but  the  latter  having 
been  long  without  a  minifter,  refb^'t  to  an  epifcopal  church 
iij  Richmond  town,  a  poor  mean  villa  2^e,  an  d  the  only  one 
on  the  ifland.  The  pa-  fon  of  the  pa  ifli  receives  40I.  per 
annum,  raifed  by  a  tax  upon  the  county. 

Southward  of  the  main  coaft  of  this  and  the.  colony  of 
Counedticut,  lies  Long  Ifland,  called  by  the  Indians,  Ma- 
towacs,  and  named,  according  to  an  ac^t  of  aflenibly  in  king 
William's  reign,  Naflau.  Its  length  is  computed  at  1 20  miles, 
and  the  mean^>readch,  twelve.  The  lands  on  the  north  and 
fouth  fide  are  good,  but  in  the  middle,  fandy  and  barren. 
The  fouthern  fliore  is  fortified  againft  any  invafion  from 
the  fea,  by  a  beach  inacceflible  to  fliip^,  and  rarely  to  be  ap- 
proached, even  by  the  fmallefl:  long  boats,  on  account  of 
the  furge,  which  breaks  upon  it  with  g  eat  fnvy,  even 
"when  the  winds  are  light.  The  coaft,  eaft  and  weft,  ad- 
mits of  regular  foundings  far  into  the  ocean  ;  and  as  the 
ianid«  are,  in  general,  ^vw  for  feveral  hundred  miles. 
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notliing  can  be  more  advantageous  to  our  fhips,  than  the 
high  lands  ofNeverlink,  near  the  entrance  at  the  Hook, 
•which  are  fcarce  fix  miles  in  length,  and  often  feen  thirty- 
leagues  from  the  fea.  This  ifland  affords  the  fineft  roads 
in  America,  it  being  very  level  and  but  indifferently  wa- 
tered. It  is  divided  into  three  counties. 

K     I     N     G  '  S 

COUNTY  lies  oppofite  to  New  York,  on  the  north  fide 
of  Long  Ifland,  The  inhabitants  are  all  Dutch  ;  and, 
enjoying  a  good  foil,  near  our  markets,  are  generally  in  ea- 
fy  circumftances.  The  county,  which  is  very  fmall,  is  fettled 
in  every  part,  and  contains  feveral  pleafant  villages,  viz. 
Buihwick,  Brooklyn,  Bedford,  Flat  Bafh^  Flat-Lands,  New- 
Utrecht,  aad  Gravefend. 

U    E   E   N  '  S 

COUNTY  is  more  extenfive,  and  equally  well  fettled. 
The  principal  towns  are  Jamaica,  Hempflead,  Flufh- 
ing,  Newtown  ind  Oyfterbay.  Hempflead  plain  is  a  large, 
level,  dry,  champain  heath,  about  fixteen  miles  long, 
and  fix  or  feven  wide,  a  common  land  belonging  to  the 
towns  of  Oyflerbay  and  Hempflead.  The  inhabitants  are 
divided  into  Dutch  and  Englifli  prefbyterians,  epifcopalians, 
and  quakers. 

There  are  but  two  epifcopal  miflionaries  in  this  county, 
one  fettled  at  Jamaica,  and  the  other  at  Hempflead  :  and 
each  of  them  receives  6ol.  annually,  levied  upon  all  the  in- 
iiabitants, 

SUFFOLK 

INCLUDES  all  the  eaflern  part  of  Long  Ifland,  Shelter 
Ifland,Fifher's  Ifland,  Plumb,  Ifland,  and  the  Ifle  of  White. 
This  large  county  has  been  long  fettled,  and  except  one  finall 
epifcopal  congregation,  confifls  entirely  of  Englifh  prefbyte- 
rians. Its  principal  towns  are  Huntingdon,  Smith-town,Brook- 
haven,  Southampton,  South-hold,  and  Eafl-hampton.  The 
farmers  are,  for  the  mofl  part,  graziers  ;  and,  living  very  re- 
mote from  New  York,  a  great  part  of  their  produce  is  carried 
to  markets  in  Boflon  and  Rhode  Ifland.  The  Indians,  who 
■were  formerly  numerous  on  this  ifland,  are  now  become 
very  inconfiderable.  Thofe  that  remain,  generally  bind 
themfelves  fervants  to  the  Englifh.  The  whale  fiihery,  on 
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riie  foiith  fide  of  the  ifland,  has  declined  of  late  years, 
through  the  fcarcity  of  whales,  and  is  now  almalt  entirely 
neglected. 

The  Elizabeth  Iflands,  Nantucket,  Ivlartin's  Vineyard, 
Sec.  and  Ferny  Quid,  which  anciently  formed  Dnke's  and 
the  county  of  Cornwal,  are  now  under  the  jurifdiction  of 
the  Maflachufetts  bay.  Sir  William  Phips  demanded  them 
of  governor  Fletcher,  in  February  1692-^,  not  long  after 
the  new  charter  to  that  province  :  but  the  government  here 
was  then  of  opinion,  that,  that  colony  was  not  entitled  to 
any  iflands  weitward  of  Nantucket. 

An  eftimate  of  the  comparative  wealth  of  our  counties, 
may  be  formed  from  any  of  our  aflefiments.  In  io,cocl. 
part  of  a  45,0001.  tax  laid  in  I755,  the  proportions,  fettled 
by  an  acft  of  aflembly,  flood  thus : 


New  York, 

Albany, 

King's, 

Queen's, 

Suffolk, 

F».ichmond, 

Wefl-Chefler, 

UllVer, 

Duchefs, 

Orange, 


£3,332  o  o 
1, 060  o  o 
484  o  o 
1,000  o  o 
860  o  o 
304  o  o 
1,000  o  o 
860  o  o 
800  o  o 
300  o  o 

^10,000  o  o 


CHAP.  II. 

Of  the  hihabitaiits. 


THIS  province  is  not  fo  populous  as  fome  have  imagined. 
Scarce  a  third  part  of  it  is  under  cultivation.  The  co- 
lony of  Connecticut,  which  is  vaflly  inferior  to  this  in  its 
extent,  contains,  according  to  a  late  authentic  enquiry, 
above  i  3;?,ooo  inhabitants,  and  has  a  militia  of  27,000  men  ; 
but  the*  militia  of  New-York,  according  to  the  general  efti- 
mate, does  not  exceed  i8;000.  The  ^Yhole number  pf  foulii^ 
computed  at  iqo,ooo. 
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Many  have  been  the  difcotirageitienfs  to  the  fe dement  of 
this  colony.  The  French  and  Indian  irrupJons,  to  which 
*vve  have  always  been  exposed,  have  driven  many  families 
into  New-Jerfey.  At  ho  ne,  the  Britifh  atfts  for  the  tran- 
fportation  of  felons,  have  b  ought  all  the  Ame  lean  colonies 
in:o  difcredir  with  the  induftrious  and  honcft  poor,  both  in 
the  kmgdoms  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland.  Themifchievons 
tendency  of  thofe  laws  was  fhown  in  a  late  paper,  which  it 
may  r  ot  be  improper  to  lay  befor*^  the  reader*. 

**  It  is  too  well  knoAvn,  that  in  purfuance  of  divers  ac^s  of 
pa  lia  nent,  great  numbers  of  fellows,  who  have  forfeired 
their  lives  to  the  public,  for  the  mofl:  atrocious  crimes, 
^re  annually  tranfported  from  home  to  thefe  plantations. 
Very  furprifing  one  would  think,  that  thieves,  burglars, 
pickpockets,  and  cut-purfes,  and  a  herd  of  the  moft  flagi- 
tious banditti  upon  earth,  fliould  be  fent  as  agreeable  com- 
panions to  us  !  That  the  fapreme  legidature  did  intend  a 
tranfportation  to  America,  for  a  punifliment  of  thefe  vil- 
lains, I  verily  believe:  but  fo  great  is  the  miftake,  that 
confident  I  am,  they  are  thereby,  on  the  contrary,  highly 
rewarded.  For  what,  in  God's  name,  can  be  more  agreeable 
to  a  penurious  wretch,  driven,  through  neceffity,  to  feek  a 
livelihood  by  breaking  of  hoafes,  and  robbing  upon  the 
king's  highway,  than  to  be  faved  from  the  halter,  redeem- 
ed from  the  fteiich  of  a  jail,  and  tranfported,  paflage  free, 
into  a  coantry,  where,  being  imknown,  no  man  can  re- 
p  oach  kim  with  his  crimes  ;  Avhere  labour  is  hij^h,  a  little 
of  which  will  maintain  him ;  and  where  all  his  expenfes 
will  be  moderate  and  low.  There  is  fca'  ce  a  thief  in  Eng- 
land, that  would  not  rather  be  traufported  than  hanged. 
Life  in  any  condition,  but  that  of  extreme  mifery,  will  be 
preferred  co  death.  As  long,  therefore,  as  there  remains 
thi^  wide  door  of  efcape,  the  number  of  thieves  and  robbers; 
jat  home .  will  pe'  petually  multiply,  and  their  depredations 
be  incciiantly  reiterated. 

But  the  afts  were  intended,  for  the  better  peopling  the 
colonies.  And  will  thieves  and  murdereis  be  conducive  to 
that  e  id  ?  what  advantage  can  we  reap  from  a  colony  of 
unreftramable  renegadoes  ?  will  they  exalt  the  glory  of  the 
crown?  or  rather,  will  not  the  dignity  of  the  moft  illu.ftri- 
pus  monarch  in  the  world,  be  fidlied  by  a  p^'oviuce  of  fub- 
jccls  fo  lawlefs,  deteftable,  and  ignominious  ?  can  agricul- 
ture be  promoted,  when  the  wild  boar  of  the  foreft  breaks 
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^owii  our  hedges  and  pulls  up  our  vines  ?  will  trade  fiourifli, 
or  manufHcTtures  be  encouraged,  where  property  is  made  the 
fpoil  of  fuch  who  are  too  idle  to  work,  and  wicked  enough 
to  murder  and  ileal  ? 

"  Befides,  are  we  not  fubjecfts  of  the  fame  king,  with  the 
people  of  England — members  of  the  fame  body  politic,  and 
therefore  entitled  to  equal  privileges  with  them  ?  if  fo,  how 
injurious  does  it  feeni  to  free  one  part  of  the  dominions, 
from  the  plagues  of  mankind,  and  call  them  upon  another  ? 
Should  a  law  be  propofed,  to  take  the  poor  of  one  pa:  ifh, 
and  billet  them  ^ipcn  another,  would  not  all  the  world, 
but  the  parifli  to  be  relieved,  exclaim  agauift  fuch  a  project, 
as  iniq-iitous  and  abliird  ?  Should  the  numberlefs  vihains  of 
London  and  Weilminiler  be  fuffered  to  efcape  from  their 
pi  ifons,  to  range  at  large,  and  depredate  any  other  part  of 
the  kingdom,  would  no.  every  man  join  with  the  fulferers, 
and  condemn  the  meafure  as  hard  aiid  unreafonable  ?  And 
though  the  hardlhips  rpcn  us,  ai  e  indeed  not  equal  to  thole, 
yet  the  miferies  that  flow  from  laws,  by  no  means  intended 
to  prejudice  us,  are  tro  heavy,  not  to  be  felt.  But  the  co- 
lonies mult  be  peopled.  Agreed  :  and  will  the  tranfportation 
a(fcs  ever  have  tha:  tendency  ?  no,  they  work  the  contra- 
ry way,  avid  counter  acl  their  own  delign.  We  want  people, 
'tis  true,  but  not  villauis,  ready  at  any  time,  encouraged  by 
impunity,  and  habituated  upon  the  llighteft  cccafions,  to 
cut  a  man's  throat,  for  a  fn sail  part  of  his  property.  The 
delights  of  fiich  company,  is  a  noble  inducement,  indeed, 
to  tiie  honcH  poor,  to  convey  themfelves  into  a  lhange 
country.  An- i  lit  all  our  plenty,  they  will  have  enough  to 
excrcife  then  virtues,  and  Hand  in  no  need  of  the  aflbciatioa 
of  fuch,  as  Vv  ill  pr  :^,  upon  their  property,  and  gorge  them- 
felves with  the  blood  of  the  adventurers.  They  came  over 
in  fearch  of  happinc!s  ;  rather  than  flarve,  will  live  any 
where ;  and  would  be  glad  to  be  excufed  from  fo  afHidting 
an  antepart  of  the  tonnents  of  hell.  In  reality,  fir,  thefe 
very  laws,  though  otheiwife  defigned,  have  turned  out, 
in  the  end,  tiie  moll  elFediual  expedients  that  the  art  of 
man  could  have  contrived,  to  prevent  the  fettlement  of 
tliefe  remote  parts  of  the  kmg's  dominions.  They  have 
actually  taken  away  almoft  every  encouragement  to  fo  laud- 
able a  defign.  1  appeal  to  facls.  The  body  of  the  Englifh  are 
ftruck  wirn  terror  at  the  thought  of  coming  over  to  us, 
not  becaufe  they  have  a  vaft  ocean  to  crols,  or  leave  behiiut 
them  their  friends  ;  or  that  the  country  is  new  and  unculti- 
vated :  but  from  the  fliocking  ideas,  the  mind  muft  necefla- 
rily  form,  of  the  company  of  inhuman  lavages,  and  tlie 
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more  terrible  herd  of  exiled  Tiialefad:ors.  Tliere  are  thon- 
fands  of  honefl  men,  labouring  in  Europe,  at  four  pence  a 
day,  ftarving  in  fpite  of  all  their  efforts,  a  dead  weight  to 
the  refpeclive  pariflies  to  which  they  belong ;  who,  with- 
out any  other  qualifications  than  common  fenfe,  health, 
and  llrength,  might  accumulate  eftates  among  us,  as  many 
have  done  already.  Thefe,  and  nor  the  others,  are  the  men 
that  fhould  be  fent  over,  for  the  better  peopling  the  planta- 
tions. Grea-t- Britain  and  Irehmd,  in  their  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  are  overftocked  with  them  ;  and  he  who  would 
immortalize  himfelf,  for  a  lover  of  mankind,  fhould  con- 
cert a  fcheme  for  the  tranfportation  of  the  induftrioufly 
honeft  abroad,  and  the  immediate  puniftiment  of  rogues 
and  plunderers  at  home.  The  pale-faced,  half-clad,  meagre, 
and  ftarX'ed  f]<eletons,  that  are  feen  ineveiy  village  of  tliofe 
kingdoms,  call  loudly  for  the  patriot's  generous  aid.  The 
plantations,  too,  \vould  thank  him  for  his  afliflance,  in  ob* 
raining  the  repeal  of  thofc  laws,  which,  though  otherwife 
intended  by  the  legiilature,  have  fo  unhappily  proved  in- 
jurious to  his  own  country,  and  ruinous  to  us. — It  is  not 
long  fince  a  bill  paHed  the  commons,  for  the  employment 
of  filch  criminals  in  his  majefty's  docks,  as  fhould  merit  the 
gallows.  The  defign  was  good.  It  is  confiflent  with  found 
policy,  that  all  thofe,  who  have  forfeited  their  liberty  and 
lives  to  their  country,  fhould  be  compelled  to  labour  the 
refidue  of  their  days  in  its  fervice.  But  the  fcheme  was  bad, 
and  wifely  was  the  bill  rejected  by  the  loi-ds,  for  this  only 
reafon,  that  it  had  a  natural  tendency  to  difcreditthe  king's 
yards:  the  confequences  of  which  mult  have  been  prejudi- 
cial to  the  whole  nation.  Juft  fo  ought  we  to  reafon  in  the 
prefent  cafe  ;  and  we  fhould  then  loon  be  brought  to  con- 
clude, that  though  peopling  the  colonies,  which  was  the 
landable  motive  of  the  legiilature,  be  expedient  to  the 
public  ;  abrogating  the  tranfportation  laws,  muil  be  equal- 
ly neceflary 

The  bigotry  and  tyranny  of  fome  of  our  governors,  to- 
gether with  the  great  extent  of  their  grants,  may  alfb  be 
confidered  among  the  difcouragements  againft  the  full  fet- 
tlement  of  the  province.  Moll  of  theie  gentlemen  com- 
ing over  with  no  other  view  than  to  raife  their  own 
fortUi.es,  iflii^d  extravagant  patents,  charged  with  fmall 
quit  rents,  to  fnch  as  were  able  to  ferve  them  in  af- 
frnnbly  :  and  thefe  patentees  being  generally  men  of  ef- 
tates, have  rated  their  lands  fo  exorbitantly  high,  that  very 
few  poor  perfons  could  either  purchafe  or  leafe  them.  Add 
to  all  thefe,  that  the  New- England  planters  have  alw  ays  been 
•Ufaffcdted  to  the  Dutch,  nor  was  there,  after  the  furrcn- 
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tier,  any  foreign  acceflion  from  the  Netherlands.  Thd  pra- 
rince  being  thus  poorly  inhabited,  the  price  of  labour  be- 
came fo  enormoufly  enhanced,  that  we  have  been  conftrain- 
ed  to  import  negroes  from  Africa,  who  are  employed  in  all 
kinds  of  fervitude  and  trades. 

Englilh  is  the  mod  prevailing  language  among  us,  but 
not  a  little  con-upted  by  the  Dutch  dialect,  which  is  ftill  fo 
much  ufed  in  fome  counties,  that  the  fherilFs  find  it  difficult 
to  obtain  pcrfons  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  EngliCi 
tongue,  to  ferve  as  jurors  in  the  courts  of  law, 

Tlie  manners  of  the  people  differ,  as  well  as  their  lan- 
guage. In  Suffolk  and  Qiieen's  county,  the  firfl  fettlers  of 
which  were  either  natives  of  England,  or  the  immediate 
defcendants  of  fuch  as  began  the  plantations  in  the  eaftern 
colonies,  their  cuftoms  are  fimilar  to  thofe  prevailing  in  the 
Englifli  counties,  from  whence  they  originally  fprang.  In  the 
city  of  New-York,  through  our  intercom  fe  wiih  Europe- 
ans, we  follow  the  London  fafhions  ;  though,  by  the  time 
v/e  adopt  them,  they  become  difufed  in  England.  Our  af- 
fluence during  the  late  war,  introduced  a  degree  of  luxury 
in  tables,  drefs  and  furniture,  with  which  we  were  before  un- 
acquainted. But  ftill  we  are  not  fo  gay  a  people  as  our  neigh- 
bours at  Bofton  and  feveial  of  the  foutliern  colonies.  The 
Dutch  comities,  in  fome  meafure,  follow  the  example  of 
New- York,  butftiil  retain  many  modes  peculiar  to  the  Hol- 
landers. 

The  city  of  New-York  confifts  principally  of  merchants, 
Ihopkeepers,  and  tradefmen,  who  fullain  the  reputation  of 
honeft,  punclual  md  fair  dealers.  With  refpeift  to  riches, 
there  is  not  fo  greatan  inequality  among  us,  as  is  common  in 
Bofton,  and  in  fjme  other  places.  Every  man  of  induftry  and 
integrity  has  it  in  his  power  to  live  well,  and  many  are  the 
inftances  of  perfons,  who  came  here  diltreiled  by  their  po- 
verty, who  now  enjoy  eafy  and  plentiful  fortunes. 

New-York  is  one  of  the  molt  focial  places  on  the  contin- 
ent. The  men  collect  themfelvcs  into  weekly  evening  clubs. 
The  ladies,  in  winter,  are  frequently  entertained  either  at 
concerts  of  muiic  or  ailijmblies,  and  make  a  ver  y  good  ap- 
pearance. They  are  comely,  and  drefs  well  ;  and  fcarce  any 
of  them  have  diftorted  fiiapes.  Tinctured  v/ith  a  Dutch  edu- 
cation, they  manage  their  families  with  becoming  paifi- 
mony,  good  providence,  and  fmgular  neatnefs.  The  prac- 
tice of  extravagant  gaming,  common  to  the  fafhionrible  pait 
of  the  fair  fex,  in  fome  places,  is  a  vice  with  which  my 
countrywomen  cannot  juftly  be  charged.  There  is  nothing 
they  fo  generally  negleift,  as  reading,  and  indeed  all  the  ai  ts 
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for  the  improvement  of  the  mmd,  in  which,  I  conftrfs,  we 
have  fet  them  the  example.  They  are  modeft,  temperate, 
and  charitable  ;  iiaEurally  fprightly,  lenfible,  and  good-hu- 
Jiioured  ;  and,  by  the  help  oi'  a  more  elevated  education, 
would  poiiels  all  the  accompliiliments  defirable  in  the  fex. 
Ciir  Iciiools  are  in  the  loweft  order  ;  the  inftrijdxors  want 
inllniction,  and  throngh  a  long,  fiiameful  neglect  of  all  the 
ai'ts  and  Iciences,  our  common  fpeech  is  extremely  corrupt ; 
and  the  evidences  of  a  bad  tafte,  both  as  to  thought  and 
language,  are  viiible  in  all  our  proceeduigs,  public  aiid 
private. 

The  people,  both  in  towTi  and  country,  are  fober,  induf- 
trious,  and  bolpitable,  though  intent  upon  gain.  The  richer 
lor t keep  very  plentiful  tables,  abounding  with  great  varieties 
of  fiefh,  n{h,  fowl,  and  all  kinds  of  vegetables.  The  com- 
mon drinks  are  beer,  cyder,  weak  punch,  and  Madeira  wine. 
For  deiert,  we  have  fruits  in  valt  plenty,  of  different  kinds 
and  various  fpecies. 

Gentlemen  of  eftates  rarely  refide  in  the  country,  and 
hence  few  or  no  experim.ents  have  yet  been  made  in  agricul- 
ture. The  farms  being  large,  our  huibandmen,  for  that  rea- 
fon,  have  little  ^ecourfe  to  art  for  manuring  and  improv- 
ing their  jands  ;  but  it  is  faid,  that  nature  has  furnilhed  us 
whh  fiifficicnt  helps,  whenever  neceliity  calls  us  to  ufe  tliem. 
It  is  much  owing  to  the  difpropnrtion  between  .he  number 
of  our  inhabiranrs,  and  the  vaft  tracis  remaining  ftill  to 
be  fettled,  that  we  have,  as  yet,  entered  upon  fcarce  any 
other  nianulaciures,  thanfuch  as  are  indifpenfibly  necellary 
for  our  home  convenience.  Felt-making,  which  is  perhaps 
the  moiV  natiu'al  of  any  w  e  could  fall  upon,  was  begun  fonie 
years  ago  ;  and  hats  were  exported  to  the  Weft  Indies  with 
great  fuccefs,  till  lately  prohibited  by  an  act  of  parlia- 
metit. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  colony  are  in  gerieral  healthy  and 
robuft,  taller  but  fhorter  lived  than  Europeans,  and,  both 
with  refpecT:  to  their  minds  and  bodies,  arrive  fooner  to  an 
age  of  maturity.  Breathing  a  ferene,  dry  air,  they  are  more 
fpi  ightly  in  their  natural  tempers,  than  the  people  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  hence  inftances  of  fuicideare  here  very  uncom- 
mon. The  hiitoryof  our  difeafes belongs  to  aprofeJfiion  with 
which  I  am  very  little  acquainted.  Few  phyhcians  anion gft  us 
are  eminent  for  their  ll\ill.  Quacks  abound  like  locufts  in 
Egypt  ;  and  too  many  have  recommended  thcmfelves  to  a 
full  practice  and  profitable  fubfiitence.  This  is  the  lefs  to 
be  wondered  at,  as  the  profellion  is  under  no  kind  of  regu- 
lation. Loud  as  the  call  is,  to  our  lhame  be  it  remembered. 
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we  hive  no  law  to  protect  tlie  lives  of  the  king's  fubjeifts, 
froiii  the  malpractice  of  precenders.  Any  man  at  his  plea- 
fure  fets  up  for  phyfician,  apothecary,  and  furgeon.  No 
candidates  are  either  examined  or  Ijcenfed,  or  even  fworn 
to  fair  practice"^.  The  natural  hiftory  of  this  province  would 
ofitfelf  furniih  a  fmall  volume,  and  therefore  I  leave  this 
alfo  to  fuch,  as  have  capacity  and  leifare  to  make  ufeful  ob- 
fervations,  in  that  curious  and  entertaining  branch  of  natu- 
ral philofophy. 

CHAP.  III. 


Of  our  trade, 

THE  fituation  of  New-York  with  rcfpe*5l  to  foreign  mar-, 
kets,  for  reafons  elfewhere  afligned,  is  to  be  prefen*ed 
to  any  of  our  colonies.  It  lies  in  the  centre  of  the  Britifh 
plantations  on  the  continent,  has  at  all  times  a  fliort,  cafy 
accefs  to  the  ocean,  and  commands  almoft  the  whole  trade 
of  Connecflicut  and  New-Jerfey,  two  fertile  and  well-cul- 
tivated colonies.  The  projection  of  Cape  Cod  into  the 
Atlantic,  renders  the  navigation  from  the  former  to  Bof- 
ton,  at  fome  feafons,  extremely  perilous  ;  and  fometimcs 
the  coafters  are  driven  off,  and  compelled  to  winter  in  the 
Weft- Indies.  Bu'  the  conveyance  to  New- York,  from  the 
caftvvard  through  the  found,  is  fliort  and  unexpofed  to  fuch 
dangers.  Philadelphia  receives  as  little  advantage  from 
New-Jerfey,  as  Bofton  from  Connec'ticut,  becaufe  the  only 
rivers  which  roll  through  that  province,  difembogne  not 
many  miles  from  the  very  city  of  New  York.  Several  at- 
tempts have  been  made  to  raife  Perth  Amboy  into  a  trading 
port ;  but  hitherto  it  has  proved  to  be  anunieafible  pro|e(ft. 
New-York,  all  things  confidercd,  has  a  much  better  fitua- 
tion, and  were  it  otherwife,  the  city  has  become  too  rich  and 
confiderable,  to  be  eclipfed  by  any  other  town  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood. 


*  The  neceffity  of  regulating  the  praAice  of  phyfic,  and 
a  plan  for  that  purpofe,  were  Itrongly  recommended  by  the 
author  of  the  independent  reflccftor,  in  175  3,  w  ben  the  ci- 
ty of  New-York  alone  boafted  the  honour  of  having  above 
fprty  gentlemen  of  that  faculty, 
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Our  merchants  are  compared  to  a  hive  of  bees,  who  in- 
<^uftrioufly  gather  honey  for  others — non  vob'is  viellificatis 
apes.  The  profits  of  our  trade  centre  chiefly  in  Great-Bri- 
tain, and  for  that  realbn,  methinks,  among  others,  we  ought 
always  to  receive  the  generous  aid  and  protection  of  our  mo- 
ther Country.  In  our  traffic  with  other  places,  the  balance 
is  almoft  conilantly  in  our  favour.  Our  exports  to  the  Weii; 
Indies  are  bread,  ])eafe,  rye-meal,  Indian  corn,  apples,  oni- 
ons, boards,  ftaves,  horfes,  flieep,  butter,  cheeic,  pickled 
oyfters,  beef,  and  pork.  Flour  is  alfo  a  main  article,  of 
which  there  is  ftiipped  about  80,000  barrels  per  annum.  To 
■preferve  the  credii  of  this  importakit  branch  of  our  ftaple, 
we  have  a  good  law,  appointing  officers  to  infped;  and 
brand  every  cafk  before  its  exportation.  The  returns  arc 
chiefly  rum,  fiigar,  and  melafles,  except  cafn  from  Cvuacoa, 
and  when  mules,  from  the  Spaniflr  main,  are  ordered  to 
Jamaica,  and  the  windward  ifiands,  which  are  generally 
exchanged  for  their  natural  produce;  for  we  receive  but  lit- 
tle calh  from  our  own  iflands.  The  balance  againfc  them 
"Would  be  much  more  in  our  favour,  if  the  indulgence  to  our 
fugar  colonies,  did  not  enable  them  to  fell  their  produce  at 
a  higher  rate  than  either  the  Dutch  or  French  iflands. 

The  Spaniards  commonly  contracft  for  provifions,  with 
merchants  in  this  and  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania,  very 
xnuch  to  the  advantage  both  of  the  contraiftors  and  the  pub- 
lic, becaufe  the  returns  are  wholly  in  cafli.  Our  wheat,  flour, 
Indian  corn,  and  lumber  fhipped  to  Lifl^on  and  Pyladeira,  ba- 
lance the  Madeira  wine  imported  here. 

The  logwood  trade  to  the  bay  of  Honduras  is  very  conli- 
derable,  and  was  puffied  by  our  merchants  with  great  bold- 
nefs  in  the  moft  dangerous  times.  The  exportation  of  flax- 
feed  to  Ireland  is  of  late  very  much  increafed.  Between  the 
9th  of  December  1755,  and  the  23d  of  February  following, 
we  ffiipped  oft^  12,528  hogfl^ieads.  In  return  for  this  article, 
linens  are  imported,  and  bills  of  exch'^nge  drawn,  in  favour 
of  England,  to  pay  for  the  dry  goods  we  purchafe  thei  e. 
Our  logwood  is  remitted  to  the  Englifli  merchants  for 
the  fame  purpofe. 

The  fur  trade,  though  very  much  impaired  by  French 
wile  and  encroachments,  ought  not  to  be  pafled  over  in  ii- 
lence*.  The  building  of  Ofwego,  has  conduced  more  than 
any  thing  elfe  to  the  prefervation  of  this  trade.  Peltry  of 


*  It  is  computed  that  formerly,  wc  exported  150  licgf- 
heads  of  beaver  and  other  fliie  furs,  per  annum,  and  200 
hogflieads  of  Indian-drefied  deer-ikins^  belides  thofe  carri- 
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all  kinds  is  purchafed  with  mm,  ammmiition,  blankets, 
llrouds,  and  ^vampum,  or  coiique-lhcll  bugles.  The  rrench 
far  trade,  at  Albany,  was  carried  on  till  the  fuinmer  i  755, 
by  the  Caghnuagapi  ofelytes  ;  and  in  return  for  iheir  peltry, 
they  received  Spanifb  pieces  of  eight,  aud  fome  other  arti- 
cles which  the  French  wanr,  to  complete  their  anbrtment 
of  Indian  goods.  For  the  favages  prefer  the  Englifii  ic!  ouds 
to  theirs  :  and  the  French  found  it  their  intereii;  to  purchafe 
them  of  us,  and  tranfport  them  to  the  weilern  Indians 
on  the  lakes  Erie,  Huron,  and  at  the  ftreight  of  MiiiiJima- 
kinac. 

Our  importation  of  dry  goods  f  om  England  is  fo  vaftly 
great,  that  we  are  obliged  to  betake  ourfelvts  to  all  poffi- 
ble  arts,  to  make  remittances  to  the  Britifn  merchants.  It  is 
for  this  piirpofe  we  import  cotton  from  St.  Thomas's  and 
Surinam — lime-juice  and  Nicaragua  wood  from  Cnracoa — 
and  log\A^ood  from  the  bay,  8zc.  and  yet  it  drains  us  of  all  the 
lilver  and  gold  we  can  collect.  It  is  computed,  that  the  an- 
nual amount  of  the  goods  purchafed  by  this  colony  in  Great 
Britain,  is  in  value  not  lefs  than  ico,ccol.  ftcrling ;  and 
the  fum  would  be  much  greater,  if  a  (top  was  put  to  all 
clandeftine  trade.  £ngl?nd  is,  doubtlefs,  entitled  to  all  our 
fuperfluities  ;  becaufc  our  general  interefts  are  clolelv  con- 
ne(fted,  and  her  navy  is  our  principal  defence.  On  this  ac- 
count, the  trade  with  Hamburgh  and  Holland  for  duck, 
chequered  linen,  oznabrigs,  cordage,  and  tea,  is  certainly, 
upon  the  whole,  impolitic  and  unreafonable  ;  how  much  fo- 
ever  it  may  conduce  to  advance  the  intcreft  of  a  few  mer- 
chants, or  this  particular  colony. 

By  wiiat  mealhres  this  contraband  trade  may  be  e{Fec5tnal- 
]y  obfliruc^ed,  is  hard  to  determine,  though  it  well  defervcs 
the  attention  of  a  Britifh  parliament.  Increafir.g  the  num- 
ber of  cultom-houfe  officers,  will  be  a  remedy  worfe  than 
the  difeafe.  Their  falaries  would  be  an  additional  ciiarse 
upon  the  public  ;  for  if  we  argue  from  their  conduct,  we 
ought  not  to  prefume  upon  their  fidelity.  The  exclufive 
right  of  the  Ealt-India  company  to  import  tea,  while  the 
colonies  purchafe  it  of  foreigners  50  percent,  cheaper,  mull 
be  very  prejudicial  to  the  nation.  Our  people,  both  in 
town  and  country,  are  fhamefully  gone  into  the  habit  of 
tea-drinking:  and  it  is  fuppofed  we  conlume  of  this  com- 
modity in  value  near  io,oool.  flerling  per  annum. 

 —  

ed  from  Albany  into  New- En  gland.  Skins  undrefled  are 
.afaally  {hipped  to  Holland. 
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Some  are  of  opinion,  that  the  filliery  of  fturgeons,  which 
abound  in  Hadfon's  river,  might  be  improved  to  the  great 
advaritage  of  the  colony  ;  and  that,  if  proper  niealures 
were  concerted,  much  profit  would  arifc  from  fcip-building 
and  naval  flores.  It  is  certain  v/e  have  timber  in  vaft 
plenty,  oak,  white  and  black  pmes,  fir,  locuft,  red  and 
white  mulberry,  and  cedar ;  and  perhaps  there  is  no  foil  on 
the  globe,  ntte.  for  the  produ6.ion  of  hemp,  than  the  low 
lauiis  in  tiie  county  of  x4.1bany.  To  what  I  have  already  faid 
concerning  iron  ore,  a  necedary  article,  I  fliall  add  an  ex- 
tra(ft  from  the  independent  refiecftor. 

It  is  generally  believed,  that  this  province  abounds  with 
a  variety  of  minerals.  Of  iron  in  panic ular  we  have  fuch 
pl:-nty,  as  to  be  excelled  by  no  country  in  the  woi  Id  of  equal 
extent.  It  is  a  metal  of  intrinfic  value  beyond  any  o^her, 
and  prefe -able  to  the  pureft  gold.  The  former  is  converted 
into  n  imbei  lefs  forms,  for  as  many  indifpenlible  ufes  ;  the 
latter,  for  its  portablenefs  and  fcarcity,  is  only  fit  for  a 
medium  of  trade  :  but  i^  on  is  a  branch  of  it,  and  I  am  per- 
fuaaed,  will,  ore  time  or  other^  be  one  of  the  moft  valuable 
artides  of  our  coaime  ce.  Our  anmial  exports  to  Bofton, 
Rhode  Ifland,  and  Connec1:icut,  and,  fince  the  late  acl  of 
parliament,  to  England,  are  far  from  being  inconfiderable. 
The  bodies  of  iron  ore,  in  the  nor  thern  parts  of  this  pro- 
vince, are  fo  many  .,  thei-  qrality  fo  good,  and  tneir  fituati- 
on  fo  convenient,  in  refpect  of  wood,  water,  hearth-ftone, 
proper  fluxes,  and  carriage,  for  furnaces,  bloomeries,  and 
forges,  that  with  a  little  attention  we  might  very  foon  rival 
the  Swedes  in  the  produce  of  this  ar  ticle.  If  any  American 
attempts  in  iron  works  have  proved  abortive,  and  difap- 
pointed  their  undertakers,  it  is  not  to  be  imputed  either  to 
the  quality  of  the  ore,  or  a  defeat  of  conveniences.  The 
wai  c  of  more  workmen,  and  the  villainy  of  thofe  we  gene- 
rally have,  are  the  only  caufes  to  which  we  mull  attribute 
fuch  mifcarriages.  No  man,  who  has  been  concerned  in  them 
will  difagree  vrrh.  me,  if  I  afiert,  that  from  the  founder  of 
the  furrace  to  the  meaneft  banklman,  or  jobber,  they  are 
lifually  lov/,  profligate,  drunken,  and  faithlefs.  And  yet, 
under  all  the  innumerable  difadvantages  of  fuch  inftruments, 
very  large  efl:ates  have,  in  this  way,  been  raifed  in  fome  of 
our  cG.'onies.  Our  fuccefs,  therefore,  in  the  iron  manufac- 
tory, is  obftrucTied  and  difcouraj?ed  by  the  want  of  work- 
men, and  the  high  price  of  labour,  its  neccfl^ry  confe- 
quence,  and  by  thefe  done  ;  but  'tis  our  happinefs,  that 
fuch  only  being  the  caufe,  the  means  of  redrefs  are  entire- 
ly ill  our  own  hands.  Nothing  more  is  wanting  to  open  a 
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-raft  fund  of  riches  to  the  province,  in  this  branch  of  trade, 
than  the  importation  of  foreigners.  If  our  merchants  and 
landed  gendemen  could  be  brought  to  a  coalition  in  this  de- 
lign,  tneir  private  intereits  would  not  be  better  advanced 
by  it,  than  the  public  emolument ;  the  latter,  in  particular, 
would  thereby  vallly  improve  tiieir  lajids,  increafe  the  num- 
ber and  raife  the  rents  of  their  tenants.  And  I  cannot  but 
think,  that  if  thofc  gentlemen,  who  are  tooinacftive  to  engage 
infucii  an  entei-prile,  would  only  be  at  the  pains  of  di  awing 
up  full  repreieaiations  of  their  advantages  for  iron  works, 
and  of  publifhlng  them  from  time  to  time,  in  Great- Britain, 
Ireland,  Germany,  and  bweden ;  the  pi  ovince  would  {bonbc 
fupplied,  with  a  lailicient  number  of  capable  workmen  m 
all  lUc  branches  of  that  manufactory." 

The  money  ufed  in  this  province  is  lilver,  gold,  Britifh 
halfpence,  arid  bills  of  credit.  To  counterfeit  either  of  them 
is  felony  v/ithout  benefit  of  clergy  ;  bat  none,  except  the 
latter,  and  Lion  dollars,  are  a  legal  tender.  Twelve  half- 
pence, till  lateVf,  palled  for  a  Ihilling  ;  which  being  much 
beyond  their  value  in  any  of  the  neighbouring  colonies, 
the  aflembly,  in  1753,  refolved  to  proceed,  at  their  next 
meeting,  alter  the  ift  of  May  eufuing,  to  the  confideration 
of  a  method  for  afcertaining  their  value.  A  fet  of  gentlemen, 
in  number  feventy-two,  took  the  advantage  of  the  difcredit 
that  refolve  pu*:  upon  copper  halfpence,  and  on  the  22(\  of 
December,  fubfcribcd  a  paper,  engaging  not  to  receive  or 
pals  them,  except  at  the  rate  of  fourteen  coppers  to  a  Ihil- 
ling.  This  gave  rife  to  a  mob,  for  a  few  days,  among  the 
lower  clafs  of  people  ;  but  fome  of  them  being  imprifoned, 
the  fcheme  was  carried  into  execution,  and  ellabliilicd  in 
every  part  of  the  province,  without  the  aid  of  a  law.  Our 
paper  bills,  which  are  idaed  to  ferve  the  exigencies  of  the 
government,  were  at  firit  equal  to  an  ounce  of  filver,  then 
valued  at  eight  fliillings.  Before  the  late  Spanifn  \yar,  fiiver 
and  gold  were  in  great  demand,  to  make  remittances  for  Eu- 
ropean goods,  and  then  the  bills  fank,  an  ounce  of  nlver  be- 
ing worth  nine  foilUngs  and  three  pence. During  the  v.'ar,  the 
credit  of  our  bills  was  well  fupported,  partly  by  the  num- 
ber of  prizes  taken  by  our  privateers,  and  the  high  price  of 
oar  p  oduce  abroad  ,  and  partly  by  the  logwood  trade  and 
the  depreciaii  ju  of  the  New-England  paper  money,  which 
gave  ours  a  free  circulation  through  the  eaitern  colonies. 
Since  the  v/ar,  filver  has  been  valued  at  about  nine  fldlling^ 
and  two  peace  an  ounce,  and  is  dor.btlefs .  lixed  there,  till 
our  imports  exceed  what  wq  export.  To  allilt  his  majefly  for 
removing  the  late  encroachments  of  the  French,  we  have 
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iflued  80,0001.  to  be  fank  in  (hort  periods,  b}^  a  tax  oneftat^s 
real  and  pei  fonv-l ;  and  the  whole  amount  of  our  paper  cur- 
rency is  thought  to  be  about  160, cool. 

Never  was  the  trade  of  this  province  in  fo  fiourilhing  a 
condition,  as  at  the  latter  end  of  the  late  French  war. 
Above  twenty  privateers  were  often  out  of  this  port  at  a 
time  ;  and  they  were  very  fuccelsful  in  their  captures. 
Provifions,  which  are  our  ilaple,  bore  a  high  price  in  the 
Weft  Indies.  The  French,  dillrefled  through  a  want  of  them, 
gladly  received  our  flags  of  truce,  though  fometimes  they 
had  but  one  or  two  prilbners  on  board,  becaufe  they  were 
always  loaded  wiLli  fiour,  beef,  pork,  and  fuch  like  coni- 
modities.  The  danger  their  own  veaels  were  expofed  to, 
induced  them  to  fell  their  fugars  to  us  at  a  very  low  rate. 
A  trade  was,  at  the  fame  time,  carried  on  between  Jamaica 
and  the  Spanifh  main,  whlcii  opened  a  fine  market  to  the 
northern  colonies,  and  the  returns  were,  piincipally^  in 
cafii.  It  was  generally  thought,  that  if  the  \var  had  con- 
tinued, the  greateft  partof  the  produce  of  the  Spanifh  and 
French  fettlements  in  the  Weft  Indies  would  have  been 
tr^nfported  to  Great  Britain,  through  fome  one  or  other  of 
her  colonies  ;  whence  we  may  fairly  argue  their  prodigious 
importance. 

The  provincial  laws  relating  to  our  trade  are  not  very 
numerous.   Thofe  concerned  in  them,  may  have  recourfe 
to  the  late  edition  of  our  acts  at  large,  publifhed  in  1752  ; 
and  for  this  reafon,  I  beg  to  be  excufed  from  exhibiting  an 
uncntertaining  fummary  of  them  in  this  work, 

CHAP.  IV. 

Cy^ our  religious  j\ ate, 

BY  the  acount  already  given,  of  the  rife  and  progrefs 
of  the  acls  for  fettling  a  miniftry  in  four  counties, 
and  the  obfervations  made  concernins;  oiir  various  chriftian 
denominations,  J  have  in  a  great  meafnre  anticipated  what 
I  atfirft  intended  to  iiave  ranged  under  this  head. 

The  principal  diftin(ftions  among  us,  are  the  cpifcopali- 
ans,  and  the  Dutch  and  Enolifli  preft)ycerians  ;  the  two 
laft,  together  with  all  the  other  proteiiants  in  1  he  colony, 
are  fometimes  (perhaps  here  improperly)  called  by  the  ge- 
ne'"^!  name  of  diiTenters  ;  and,  compared  to  them,  tl«2 
cpifcopalians  are,  I  believe,  fcarce  in  the  proportion  of  one 
to  fiFteen.  Hence  partly  arifes  the  general  difcontent  on  ac- 
count of  the  miniftry  acts  j  not  fo  much  that  the  proviiioH 
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liiade  by  them  is  engrofled  by  the  minor  fecfl,  as  becaiife 
the  body  of  the  people  are  for  an  equal,  univerfal  lolera- 
tion  of  protellants,  and  utterly  averfe  to  any  kind  of  eccle- 
fiailical  eftabliihment.  The  diilenters,  though  feailefs  of 
each  other,  are  all  jealous  of  the  epifcopal  party,  being; 
apprehenuve  that  the  countenance  they  may  have  fioni 
home,  will  foment  a  luft  for  dominion.,  and  enable  them, 
in  proc.^fs  of  time,  to  fubjugate  and  opprefs  their  fellow 
fnbjeits.  The  violent  meafiires  of  Ibme  of  our  governors 
have  given  an  alarm  to  their  fears  ;  and  if  ever  any  other 
gen:lema!i,  who  may  honoured  wiih  the  chief  command 
ot  the  province,  beojins  to  divert  himrelf,  by  retrenching 
the  privileges  and  immunities  they  nov/  enjoy,  the  con- 
fufion  of  the  provhice  will  be  the  unavoidable  confequence 
of  his  folly.  For  though  his  majefty  has  no  other  fubjevfig 
upon  whofe  loyal :y  he  can  more  firmly  depend,  yet  an  ab-^ 
horrencc  of  pe:  lecation,  unJer  any  of  its  appea -anccs,  is  Co 
deeply  rooted  in  the  people  of  this  plantation  ;  that  as 
long  as  they  continue  their  numbers  and  inierell:  in  the 
allembly,  no  attempt  will  probably  be  m.ade  upon  tlie  rights 
of  confcience,  without  endangering  the  public  repofe. 

Of  the  government  of  the  Dutch  churches,  1  have  al- 
ready given  an  account.  As  to  the  epifcopal  clergy,  they 
are  miilionaries  of  the  Englllli  fociety  for  propagating  the 
golpel,  and  ordinarily  ordained  by  the  biOiop  of  London, 
who,  having  a  com mii'Iion  from  the  king  to  exercife  eccle- 
fiallical  jurifdidiion,  commonly  appoints  a  clergyman  here 
for  his  commiiTary.  The  minifters  are  called  by  the  parti- 
cular churciies,  and  m.aintained  by  the  voluntary  contribu- 
tion of  their  auditor:?  and  the  fociety's  annual  allowance,, 
there  being  no  law  for  tythes. 

The  Englifli  prefbyterians  are  very  numerous.  Thofe  in- 
liabiting  New  York,  Nev/  Jerfey,  Pennlylvania,  and  the 
tliree  Delav/are  counties,  are  regularly  formed,  ^ftcr  the 
manner  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  into  ccnfifrories  or  kirk 
feiiions,  prelbyteries  and  fynods,  and  will  probably  fbon 
join  in  crec'^ting  a  general  aiiembly.  The  cleray  are  ordain- 
ed by  their  fellows,  and  maintained  by  th'^ir  refpcvflive 
congregations.  I  except  thofe  mifiionaries  among  the  In- 
dians, whofe  fubjfilbence  is  paid  by  the  fociecy  in  Scotland 
for  propagating  chrhbian  knowledge.  None  of  the  prelby- 
te;  ian  churches  in  this  province  are  incorporated,  as  is  the 
cafe  of  many  in  New  jerfey.  Their  judicatories  are  upon 
a  very  proper  eftabliihment,  for  they  have  no  authority 
by  legal  fancftious  to  enforce  their  decrees.  Ivor  indeed  is 
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any  religious  fec%  among  ns,  legally  inveftcd  with  powers 
prejudicial  to  the  common  privileges  of  the  reft.  The  do- 
minion of  all  our  clergy  is,  as  it  ought  to  be,  merely  fpi- 
rituai.  The  epifcopalians,  howe^'er,  fometimes  pretend, 
that  the  eccleiiaftical  eftablifliment  in  South  Britain  extends 
here  ;  but  the  whole  body  of  the  diflenters  are  averfc  to 
the  dodtrine.  The  point  has  been  difputed  with  great  fer- 
vour, and  the  fum  of  the  arguments  againft  it  is  contained 
in  a  late  paper,  which  I  fhall  lay  before  the  reader,  at  large, 
without  any  additional  reflexions. 

It  was  publilhed  in  September  1753,  under  the  title  of 
the  <Mndependent  Reflecftor,"  and  is  in  thefe  words  : 

The  arguments  in  fupport  of  an  ecclefiaftitfal  eftablifli- 
ment, in  this  provmce,  impartially  conlidered  and  re- 
futed. 

—  -Eripe  turpi 

Coll  a  jugo  :  liber,  liber  fum ,  die  age.  HcR. 

Whether  the  church  of  England  is  equally  eftabliflied  in 
the  colonies,  as  iii  the  fouthern  parts  of  Great  Britain,  is  a 
queftion  tliat  has  oKen  been  controverted.  Thofe  who  hold 
the  afHriuative,  have  drawn  a  long  train  of  confev'^ucnces  in 
favour  of  the  epifcopalians,  taking  it  for  granted,  that  the 
truth  is  on  tlieir  fide.  The  prefbyterians,  independents, 
congregatioiialilts,  anabaptifts,  quakers,  and  all  thofe  among 
us,  who,  in  England,  would  fall  under  the  general  denomi- 
nation of  diflenters,  are  warm  in  the  negative.  I  beg  leave, 
therefore,  to  incerpofe  in  the  debate  ;  and  as  I  promifed, 
in  the  introducl:ion  to  thefe  papers,  to  vindicate  tiie  reli- 
gious, as  well  as  civil  rights  and  privileges  of  my  country- 
men ;  I  fhall  devote  this  paper  to  a  confideration  of  fo  im- 
portant a  point  :  to  which  I  am  the  more  ftrongly  inclined, 
becaufe  fach  eftablifliment  has  often  been  urged  againft  the 
fcheme  I  have  propofed  for  the  conftitution  of  our  college. 
My  opinion  is,  that  the  notion  of  a  general  religious  efta- 
blifliment in  this  province,  is  entirely  groundlefs.  Accord- 
ing to  the  ftricft  rales  of  controverfy,  the  o?ius  probandiy  or 
the  burden  of  the  proof,  lies  upon  thofe  who  affirm  the  po- 
iition  ;  and  it  would  therefore  be  fufficient  for  me  barely  to 
deny  it.  I  fnall,  neverthelefs,  vv^ave  the  advantage  of  this 
rule  of  the  fchools  ;  and,  as  becomes  an  impartial  advocate 
for  truth,  proceed  to  ftate  the  arguments,  which  are  gene- 
rally urged  in  fupport  of  an  eftablifliment.  I  fhall  then  flioW 
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their  infufficiency,  and  conclude  with  the  particular  reafons 
upon  ^^'hich  my  opinion  is  founded. 

Tiiey  who  aflert,  that  the  church  of  England  is  eftablifti- 
^d  in  this  province,  never,  that  I  have  heard  of,  pretend- 
ed that  it  owes  its  eftablifliment  to  any  provincial  law  cf 
our  own  making.  Nor,  indeed,  is  there  the  leail  ground  for 
fuch  a  fuppofition.  The  acl:s,  that  eftablifh  a  niiniilry  in 
this,  and  three  other  counties,  do  not  affect  the  \vhole  co- 
lony ;  and  therefore  can  by  no  means  be  urged  in  fupport 
of  a  general  eftabliflim en t.  Nor  v/ere  they  originally  de- 
figned  to  eltablifli  the  epilcopalians  in  preference  or  exclu- 
fion  of  any  other  proteftants  in  thofe  counties  to  which  they 
are  limited.  But  as  the  proportion  is,  that  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  church  of  England  is  equally  binding  here,  as 
in  England  ;  fo,  agreeable  thereto,  the  ai  guments  they  ad- 
duce are  the  following  : 

Firft,  That  as  w^e  are  an  Englifh  colony,  the  condita- 
tional  laws  or'  our  motiier  comitry,  antecedent  to  the  Icgif- 
lature  of  our  own,  are  binding  upon  us  ;  and  therefore  at 
the  planting  of  this  colony,  the  Englifh  religious  eftabliih- 
ment  immediately  tooVi  place. 

Secondly,  That  the  ?  :c,  which  eftabliflied  the  eplfccpal 
church  m  South  Britain,  previous  to  the  union  of  England 
and  Scotland,  extends  to,  and  equally  affects,  all  the  colo- 
nies. 

Thefe  arc  the  only  ar^ments  that  can  be  offered  with 
the  leaft  plaufibility  ;  and  if  they  are  ihown  to  be  mcon- 
clufive,  the  position  is  diiproved,  and  the  aro;uments,  of 
confequence,  mult  be  impertinent  and  giouncllefs.  I  Ihall 
begin  with  the  examination  of  tlie  firll  :  and  here  it  mull: 
be  confelled,  for  undoubted  law,  that  every  new  colony, 
till  it  has  a  legiflature  of  its  own,  is,  in  general,  fiibjeCt  to 
the  laws  of  the  country  from  which  it  originally  Iprang. 
But  that  all  of  them,  without  difiiinctiou,  are  to  be  fi'ppofe4 
binding  upon  fuch  planters,  is  neither  agreeable  to  law  nor 
reafon.  The  laws  which  they  carry  with  them,  and  to 
which  they  are  fubjetit,  are  fuch  as  are  abfolutely  neceflary 
to  anfwer  the  original  intention  of  our  entering  into  a 
ftate  of  fociety— fuch  as  are  reqailiie,  in  their  new  cclony 
ftate,  for  the  advancement  of  their  and  the  general  prol- 
perity — fuch,  without  which  they  will  neither  be  proteAed 
in  their  lives,  liberty,  or  property  :  and  the  true  reafon  of 
their  being  confidered,  even  fubjetft  to  fuch  laws,  ariles 
from  the  abfolute  necelhty  of  their  being  under  fome  kind  of 
government,  their  fupporting  a  colony  relation  and  depen- 
dence, and  the  evident  fitiiefs  of  their  fubjed:ion  to  th?: 
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laws  of  their  mother  co^mtry,  with  which  alone  they  can 
fiippofed  to  be  iicquamted.  Even  at  this  day,  we  extend 
every  general  atft  of  parliainent  which  we  think  reafonable 
and  fir  for  us,  though  h  was  neither  dehgued  to  be  a  law  upon 
135,  nor  has  words  to  include  us,  and  has  even  been  enaCted 
long  fince  we  lind  a  legiflature  of  our  own.  This  is  a  prac- 
tice we  have  introduced  for  oar  conveniency*  ;  but  that  the 
Enolilli  laws,  fo  far  as  I  have  difduguifhed  ihcni,  fliould  be 
binding  upon  xiSy  antecedent  to  our  having  a  legiflature  of 
our  own,  is  of  abfblute  unavoidable  necellity.  But  no  fuch 
necelliiy  can  be  pretended,  in  favour  of  the  introduction 
of  any  religious  eitablifnuient  whatfoevcr  ;  bccaulb,  it  is 
evident  that  different  focieties  do  exift  with  different  eccle- 
fiaftlcal  laws,  or,  which  is  fufficient  to  my  purpofc,  with- 
out fuch  as  tlie  Englifh  eftabliHiment  ;  and  thai  civil  focie- 
ty,  as  it  is  antecedent  to  any  eccieliaJlical  efcabiifhments, 
is  in  its  nature  nnconnecfted  with  tliem,  independent  of 
them,  and  all  Ibcial  bappinefs  completely  attainable  without 
them. 

Secondly,  To  fuppofe  all  the  laws  of  England,  without 
djftintftion,  obligatory  upon  every  new  colony,  at  its  im- 
plantation, is  abfard,  and  would  effec^cually  prevent  the 
fubjed:s  fi  om  undertaking  fo  hazardous  an  ad  venture.  Upon 
fuch  a  fiippofition,  a  thoufand  laws  will  be  introduced,  in- 
coufiflent  w^iih  the  Rate  of  a  new  country,  and  deftructive 
of  :he  planter's.  To  ufe  the  words  of  the  late  attorney  ge- 
neral, fir  Dudley  Fvyderf,  ^'  It  would  be  acfting  the  part  of 
an  unikilful  phyfician,  who  flioiild  prefcribe  the  fame  dofe 
to  every  patient,  without  diftinguifliing  the  variety  of  dif- 
tempers  and  conftitutions."  According  to  this  do(ftrine,  we 
are  fabjcd;  to  the  payment  of  tythes,  ought  to  have  a  fpiri- 
tual  court,  and  impoverifhed,  as  the  firft  fettlers  of  the  pro- 
vince mufl  have  been,  they  w^ere  yet  liable  to  the  payment 
of  the  land  tax.  And  had  this  been  the  fenfe  of  our  rulers,  and 
their  conducft  conformable  thereto,  fcarce  ever  would  our 
colonies  have  appeared  in  their  prefent  flourifhing  condi- 
tion ;  efpecially  if  it]je  confidered,  that  the  fiift  fettlers  of 
molt  of  them,  fought  an  exemption  inthefe  Ajuerican  wilds, 
from  the  eflablifnment  to  which  they  were  fubject  at  home. 

 '  ;  ' 

*  i  his  pva^cice  is  very  dangerous,  and  is  afluming  little 
lefs  than  a  legiflativc  authority. 

f  Afterwards  lord  chief  jiiflice  of  theking's  bench.  Thcfe 
were  his  words,  in  an  opinion  ngainfl  the  extent  of  the 
^latutc  of  frauds  and  perjm  ies. 
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Tiiirdly,  If  the  planters  of  every  new  colony  carry  v.  ith 
them  the  eftabliflied  religion  of  the  country  from  w  hence 
they  migrate  ;  it  follows,  that  if  a  colony  had  been  planted 
when  the  hlngliHinarion  were  pagans,  the  ellabliihmcnt  in 
fuch  colony  muit  be  paganifm  alone  :  and,  in  like  manner, 
had  this  colony  been  planted  while  popery  was  eflablifhed 
in  England,  the  religion  of  papiib  mull  have  been  our  ef- 
tablifhed  relic';ion  ;  and  if  it  is  our  duty  to  conform  to  the 
religion  eflabliftied  at  home,  we  are  equally  bound,  againft: 
conicience  and  the  bible,  to  be  pagans,  papids,  or  pro- 
teftants,  according  to  the  particular  religion  they  fhall 
pleafe  to  adopt.  A  doctrine  that  can  never  be  urged,  but 
with  a  very  ill  grace  indeed,  by  any  protcftant  minifter. 

Fouithly,  If  the  church  of  England  is  eilabliflied  in  this 
colony,  it  mad  either  be  founded  on  a^fts  of  parlian-ent,  or 
the  common  law.  That  it  is  not  eltabliilied  by  the  firlt,  I 
fliall  prove  in  the  fequel  ;  and  that  it  cannot  be  elLabliflied 
by  the  common  law,  appears  from  the  following  confider- 
ations. 

The  common  law  of  England,  properly  defined,  confiftsof 
thofe  general  laws  to  w^hich  the  Englifh  have  been  accuilom- 
ed,  from  time,  whereof  there  is  no  memory  to  the  contrary  : 
and  every  law,  deriving  its  validity  from  fuch  immemorial 
cuftom,  mu  i  be  carried  back  as  far  as  to  thercign  of  Richard 
I.  whole  death  happened  on  the  6th  of  April  1199. 
prefent  eftablifliment  of  the  church  of  England  was  not  till 
the  fifth  year  of  queen  Anne.  And  hence  it  is  apparent,  that; 
the  eitablifliment  of  the  church  of  England,  can  never  be 
argued  from  the  common  law,  even  in  England  ;  nor  could 
be  any  part  of  it,  linceit  depends  not  for  its  validity  upon 
cuftom  immemorial.  And  therefore,  though  it  be  admii ted, 
that  every  Englifii  colony  is  fubjecft  to  the  common  law  of 
the  realm,  it  by  no  means  follows,  that  the  church  of  Eng- 
land is  eftablifhed  in  the  colonies  ;  becaufe,  tlue  common 
law  knows  of  no  fuch  religious  eftablifliment,  nor  confiders 
any  religious  eftablifliment  Avhatever,  as  any  part  of  the 
Englifli  conftitution.  It  does,  indeed,  encourage  religion  ; 
but  that,  and  a  particular  church  government,  are  things 
entirely  different. 

I  proceed  now  to  a  confideration  of  the  fecond  argument 
infiftcd  on,  to  prove  an  epifcopal  eftablifhment  in  the  colo- 
nies, founded  on  the  ad;  which  eftablifhed  the  church  of 
England,  palled  in  the  fifth  year  of  queen  Anne,  recited  and 
ratified  in  the  acft  for  an  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  of 
England  and  Scotland.  And  that  this  ad:  docs  not  eftablifh 
the  church  of  England  in  the  colonies^  has  b^en  fo  fqlly 
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fhown  by  njr.  Hobart*,  in  his  fecond  addrefs  to  tbe  c^ifco. 

pal  feparatioii  iii  New  England,  that  I  fhall  content  niyfelf 
with  an  extract  from  the  works  of  that  ingenious  gentle- 
man, which,  with  very  little  alteration,  is  as  follows  : 

"  The  aft  we  are  now  difputing  about,  was  made  in  the 
fifth  year  of  queen  Anne,  and  is  entitled,  an  act  for  fecu- 
ring  the  church  of  England,  as  by  law  eftaWiOied.  The  oc- 
cafion  of  the  ftature  was  this  :  the  parliament  in  Scotland, 
when  treating  of  an  union  wj.h  England,  were  apprehen- 
five  of  its  endangering  their  ecclefiaftical  eftabliihment. 
Scotland  was  to  have  but  a  fmall  fliare  in  the  legiflature  of 
Great  Britain,  but  forty-five  members  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, which  conlifts  of  above  five  hundred;  and  but  fix- 
teen  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  which  then  confiited  of  near  an 
hundred,  and  might  be  increafed  by  the  fovereign  at  plea- 
fure.  The  Scots,  therefore,  to  prevent  having  their  ecclefi- 
aftical eftablifhment  repealed  in  a  Britifn  parliament, 
where  they  might  be  fo  eafily  out- voted  by  the  Knglifh 
members,  palled  an  act,  previous  to  the  union,  eftablifhing 
-the  prefbyterian  church  within  the  kingdom  of  Scotlancl, 
in  perpetuity,  and  made  this  aft  an  eflential  and  funda- 
mental part  of  the  union,  Vv^hich  might  not  be  repealed, 
or  altered  by  any  fubfeqiient  Britilh  parliament ;  and  this 
put  the  Englifli  parliament  upon  pailingthis  aclfor  fecuring 
the  church  of  England.  Neither  of  them  defigned  to  en- 
large the  bounds  of  their  ecclefiaftical  conftitution,  or  extend 
their  eftablilhinent  farther  than  it  reached  before,  but 
only  to  fecure  and  perpetuate  it,  in  its  then  prefent  ex- 
tent.  This  is  evident,  not  only  from  the  occafion  of  the 
a(fi:,  but  from  the  charitable  temper  the  Englifli  parlia- 
ment was  under  the  influence  of,  when  they  palled  it.  The 
lord  North  and  Grey  offered  a  rider  to  be  added  to  the  bill 
foi  an  union,  viz.  That  it  might  not  extend  to  an  appro- 
bation or  acknowledo;ment  of  the  truth  of  the  prefbyterian 
way  of  worfhip,  or  allowing  the  religion  of  the  church  of 
Scotland  to  be  what  it  is  ftiled,  the  true  proteftant  religion. 
But  this  claufe  was  rejected.  A  parliament  that  would  ac- 
knowledge the  religion  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  to  be  the 
true  proteftant  religion,  and  allow  their  a(fts  to  extend  to  an 
approbation  of  the  prefbyterian  way  of  worfliip,  though 
they  might  think  it  beft  to  fecure  and  perpetuate  the  church 
of  England  within  thofe  bounds,  wherein  it  was  before 


*  A  minifter  of  one  of  the  churches  at  Fairfield,  in  Con 
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•ftabliflied,  can  hardly  be  fuppofcd  to  have  defigned  to 
extend  it  beyond  theni . 

"  The  title  of  the  act  is  exadlly  agreeable  to  what  we 
have  faid  of  the  defign  of  it,  and  of  the  temper  of  the  pai'- 
liament  that  pafled  ic.  'Tis  entitled,  an  a(ft  not  for  enlarg- 
ing, but  for  leciiring  the  church  of  England,  and  that  nor 
in  the  American  plantations,  but  as  it  is  now  by  law  cftab- 
lilhed  ;  which  plainly  means  no  more  than  to  perpetuate  it 
within  its  ancient  boundaries. 

"  The  provifion,  made  in  the  ac^t  itfelf,  is  well  adapted  to 
this  deiign  ;  for  it  enacfus,  that  the  acl;  of  the  thirteenth  of 
Elizabeth,  and  the  ad:  of  uniformity,  palled  in  the  thir- 
teenth year  of  Charles  II.  and  all  and  lingular  other  atfts  of 
parliament,  then  in  force  for  the  eftablilliment  and  prefer- 
vation  of  the  church  of  England,  Ihould  remain  in  fviU 
force  forever  ;  and  that  every  fucceeding.  fovereign  ihould, 
at  his  coronation,   take  and  fubfcribe  an  oath  to  main- 
tain and  preferve  inviolably  the  faid  lettlement  of  the 
church  of  England,  as  by  law  eitabliflicd,  within  the  king- 
<loms  of  England  and  Ireland,  the  dominion  cf  Wales,  and 
town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  and  the  territories  there- 
unto belonging.   This  aul  doth  not  ufe  fuch  expreflions, 
as  would  have  been  proper  and  even  neceflary,  had  the 
defign  been  to  have  made  a  new  eftabililiment ;  but  only 
fiich  as  arc  proper  to   ratify  and  confirm  an  old  one. 
The  fettlcment,  which  the  king  io  fv/oni  to  preferve,  is  re- 
prefented  asexilling  previoully  to  the  palling  this  a\5l,  and 
not  as  made  by  it   I'he  words  of  the  oath  are,  to  maintain 
and  prcferve  inviolably  the  laid  fettlcment.  If  it  beaxkcd, 
whatfcttlement  ?  The  anfv.  er  muft  l>e,  a  fettlcment  here- 
tofore made  and  confirmed  by  certain  llatute:3,  which,  for 
the  greater  certainty  aiid  lecurity,  are  enumerated  in  tliis 
aoi;,  and  declared  to  be  unalterable.  This  is  the  fettlcment 
4}he  king  is  fworn  to  pveferve  ;  and  this  fettlemei'it  lias  no 
relation  to  us  in  America.  For  the  acl,  which  oria,inai]y 
made  it,  did  not  reach  hither  ;  and  this  ac%  which  perpetu- 
ates them,  does  uot  extend  them  to  us. 

It  is  a  miftake  to  imagine,  that  tlie  word  territories  nc- 
ccflarily  means  thefe  American  colonies.  Thefe  counliies 
are  ufaally,  inlaw,  as  well  as  other  wniiucrs^  ftiled  colonies 
or  plantations,  and  not  territories.  An  inllance  of  this  we 
have  in  the  charter  to  the  *  fociery  for  propaga  ing  ihe" 
gofpel  in  foreign  parts."  And  it  is  the  invariable  pra»iiice  of 
the  leglilature,  in  every  a^^l  of  parliriinent,  both  belbre  and 
after  this  ac^,  dcfigned  to  alfect  us,  to  ufe  the  words  colo- 
jiles,  or  plantations.  Nor  is  it  to  be  fappofed^  tliat,  in  io  im- 
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portant  a  matter,  words  of  fo  dired;  and  broad  an  intene 
wo\ild  have  been  omitted.  The  iflands  of  Jerfey  and 
Guernfey  were  properly  territories  belonghig  to  the  king- 
dom of  England,  before  the  union  took  place  :  and  they 
fland  in  the  iaaie  relation  to  the  kingdom  of  Great  Briiain 
fince.  The  church  of  England  was  ellabliflied  in  thefe 
iflaads,  and  the  legiflature  intended  to  pei-petuatcit  in 
them,  as  well  as  in  England  itfeif ;  fo  that  as  thefe  iOands 
were  not  particularly  named  in  the  adl,  there  was  occafion 
to  uie  the  word  territories,  even  upon  the  fuppoiition,  tliat 
they  did  not  defign  to  make  the  eitablifliment  more  exten- 
iive  than  it  was  before  this  law  palled."  Farther,  in  order 
to  include  the  plantations  in  the  word  territories,  we 
mail  fuppofe  it  always  to  mean  every  other  part  of  the  do- 
minions not  particularly  mentioned  in  the  inftrument  that 
nfes  it,  which  is  a  conitruction  that  can  never  be  admitted  : 
for,  hence  it  will  follow,  that  thole  commiffions,  which 
give  the  government  of  a  colony,  and  the  territories  there- 
on depending  in  America  (and  tiiis  is  the  cafe  of  every  one 
of  them)  extend  to  all  the  American  colonies,  and  their 
governors  muft  of  confequence  have  reciprocal  fuperinten- 
dencies  ;  and  fhould  any  commiihon  include  the  word  ter- 
ritories generzilly,  iinre{tricl;ed  to  America,  by  the  fame  con- 
ilrtifflion,  the  governor  therein  mentioned,  might  exereife 
an  authority  mider  it,  not  only  in  America,  but  in  Africa 
and  the  Indies,  and  even  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and 
perhaps,  in  the  abfence  of  the  king,  in  Great-Britain  itfclf. 
Mr.  Ilobart  goes  021,  and  argues  againil  the  eiVabiifhment, 
from  the  light  in  which  the  acl  of  union  has,  ever  lince  it 
waspafled,  been  coniidered. 

Dr.  Bide,  bllhop  of  Hereford,  (fays  he)  a  member  of 
the  fjciety,  preached  the  annual  fennon,  February  21, 1 71 
ten  years  after  the  aO:  of  union  tooh  place  ;  and  he  fays, 
it  would  have  well  become  tlie  v/ifdom  wherev/ith  that 
great  work  (the  refarmation  or  e'labliihment  of  the  church 
of  England)  wa3  condu^fted  in  this  kingdom,  that  this  for- 
eign enter  prife  (the  fettlement  of  plantations  in  America) 
alfo  Ihould  have  been  carried  on  by  tlie  government  in  the 
like  regular  way.  But  he  owns  the  government  at  home  did 
not  intcrpofe  in  the  cafe,  or  elVablifa  any  form  of  j-cHgion 
for  us.  In  truth  (iays  his  lordihip)  the  whole  w^as  left  to 
the  wifdom  of  the  nri\  proprietors,  and  to  the  condutl:  of 
every  private  man.  He  obferves,  that  of  late  years  the  civil 
iniereil  hath  been  regarded,  and  the  dependence  of  the  co- 
lonies, on  the  imperied  crown  of  the  realm,  fecured  :  but 
then,  with  regard  to  the  religion  of  the  plantations,  his 
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lordfhip  acknowledges,  that  the  government  itfelf  here  at 
home,  ibvereigii  as  it  is,  and  invelted,  doubtlefs,  with  fuf- 
ficient  authority  there,  hath  not  thought  fit  to  interpofe  in 
this  matter,  otherwife  than  in  this  charitable  way  :  it  hath 
enabled  us  to  alk  the  benevolence  of  all  good  thriftians,  to- 
wards the  fupport  of  mifiionaries  to  be  fent  among  thenic 
Thus  bifhop  Bifle  thought  as  I  do,  and  that  the  avftof  union, 
nor  any  other  law  prior  thereto,  did  extend  the  eflublifhmerit 
to  the  plantations  :  and  if  the  fociety  had  not  been  of  the 
fame  opinion,  they  would  hardly  have  printed  and  difperf- 
ed  his  fermon.  Neither  did  the  civil  rulers  of  the  nation^, 
who  may  juftly  be  luppofed  acquainted  wiih  its  laws,  think 
the  a^fl  of  union,  or  any  other  law%  eftabliflied  the 
church  of  England  in  America.  This  is  plain  from  the  let- 
ter of  the  lords  juftices  to  governor  Dummer,  in  the  year 
1 72 5,  almolt  twenty  years  after  the  union,  wherein  they 
fay,  there  is  no  regular  eftablifhment  of  any  national  or 
provincial  church  in  the 'e  plantations. 

"  If  it  be  urged,  that  the  king's  commiflion  to  the  late 
bifliop  of  London,  proves  an  ecclefiaitical  eftablifhment 
here,  it  is  fuificient  to  anfwer,  that  his  lordfhip  was  remark- 
able for  fkill  in  the  laws,  fo  far  as  they  relate  to  ecclefi- 
aftical  affairs,  as  appears  from  his  codex  ;  and  he  was  of 
the  contrary  opinion  ;  for  in  his  letter  to  dr.  Colman,  of 
May  24,  17^5,  he  writes  thus:  my  opinion  has  alwaysbeen, 
that  the  religious  ftate  of  New  England  is  founded  in  an 
equal  liberty  to  all  proteftants  ;  none  of  which  can  claim 
the  name  of  a  national  eftablifliment,  or  any  kind  of  fupe- 
riority  over  the  reft.  This  opinion  the  bifhop  gave  not  only 
fince  the  ad:  of  miion,  but  even  feven  years  after  he  had  re- 
ceived his  commiffion  ;  and  furely  it  muft  be  admitted,  that 
as  he  had  time  enough  to  confider  it,  fo  he,  of  all  others^ 
beft  underftood  it."  Thus  far  mr.  Hobart.  With  refped:  to 
the  adl  of  union,  I  beg  leave  only  to  fubjoin,  ihat  it  is 
highly  probable,  the  Scotch  parliament  believed  the  Englifli 
intended  to  eftablifli  their  church  only  in  England.  For  in 
the  clofe  of  the  ad,  by  which  they  had  eftablifhed  the  pref- 
byterian  church  in  Scotland,  it  is  declared,  in  thefe  exprefs 
words,  That  tire  parliament  of  England  may  provide  for 
the  fecurity  of  the  church  of  England,  as  they  think  ex- 
pedient, to  take  place  within  the  bounds  of  the  faid  king- 
dom of  England."  And  whatever  latitude  the  word  king- 
dom has  in  common  fpeechjiit,  in  a  legal  fenfe,  is  limited 
to  England,  prqperly  fo  called,  and  excludes  the  planta- 
tions. 
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Nor  can  we  fuppofe,  that  the  church  of  England  is  eftab- 
iifhed  in  thefe  colonies,  by  any  a(5ts  prior  to  the  ad;  of 
union  above  confidered.  For,  belides  the  I'everal  opinions, 
againft  fuch  fuppolition,  already  adduced,  it  is  nnreafona- 
ble  to  imagine,  that  if  there  was  any  fuch  eftablifjiment, 
king  Charles  II.  in  direct  repugnancy  thereto,  fliould  have 
made  the  grant  of  Pennfylvapiia,  and  given  equal  privileges 
to  all  religious  in  that  province,  without  even  exceptuigthe 
Roman  catholics  ;  and  that  the  colonies  of  Rhode  Illand, 
Connedticut,  and  the  Maflachufetts  bay,  fhould  be  permit- 
ted to  make  their  provincial  eflablifliments,  in  oppofition  to 
an  antecedent  eftablifhment  of  the  church  of  England,  ef- 
pecially  as  the  laws  of  the  Maflachufetts  bay  province,  are 
conftantly  fent  home,  and  the  khig  has  the  abfolute  power 
of  repealing  every  acTt  he  fhould  thmk  improper  to  be  con- 
tinued as  a  law.  Whoever,  therefore,  confiders  this,  and  that 
the  king  is  fwom  to  preferve  the  church  of  England  eftab- 
lifliment,  muft  necefiarily  conclude,  that  whatever  fenti- 
nients  may  obtain  among  the  epifcopalians  in  America,  our 
kings  arid  their  councils  have  always  conceived  that  fuch 
eilablifhment  could  by  no  means  be  extended  to  us.  As  to 
Conneclicut,  all  the  epifcopalians  of  that  colony,  and  even 
their  minifters,  were  legally  compellable  to  contribute  to  an 
annual  tax  for  the  fupport  of  the  congregational  clergy, 
till  of  late  they  were  favoured  with  a  law  which  grants 
them  a  privilege  of  exemption  from  that  iniquitous  and 
nnreafonable  burden.  But  whether  they  are  fubjed;  to  the. 
like  unchriftian  impofition  in  the  other  colonies  above  men- 
tioned, I  am  not  lufficiently  acquainted  with  their  laws  to 
determine,*" 

The  thirteenth  number  of  the  Watch  Tower  publiflied 
at  New  York  in  1755,  efpoufes  the  fame  fide  with  the  au- 
thor of  the  Refledor,  adds  fevcral  new  arguments  and  the 
opinions  of  eminent  counfel  at  law,  and  confiders  the  force 
of  what  is  advanced  by  the  late  dr.  Douglafs  in  favour  of 
his  pofition,  that  the  religious  ftate  of  the  American  plan- 
tations is  an  univerfal  toleration  of  proteftants  of  every 
denomination. 

The  clergy  of  this  province  are,  in  general,  but  indif- 


*  I  believe  there  is  no  juft  caufe  for  the  complaints  tranf- 
mitted  by  the  miflionaries.  Dr.  Douglafs  affigns  feveral  in- 
ftances  of  grofs  mifrcprefentations  and  falfehoods.  Vid.  his 
fummary,  2d  vol.  p.  1:^9.  Bofton  edit.  I75?>  and  the  Watch 
1  ower,  no.  XLI.  publiflied  at  New  York  in  1755. 
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ferently  fupported  :  it  is  true  they  live  eafily  :  but  few  of 
them  leave  any  thing  to  their  children.  The  epircopal  mif- 
fionaries,  for  enlarging  the  fphere  of  their  fecular  bufinefs, 
not  many  years  ago,  attempted,  by  a  petition  to  the  late 
governor  Clinton,  to  cngrols  the  privilege  of  fblemnizing 
all  marriages.  A  great  clamour  enfued,  and  the  attempt 
was  abortive.  Before  that  time,  the  ceremony  was  even  per- 
formed by  juftices  of  the  peace,  and  the  judges  at  law  iiave 
determined  fiich  marriages  to  be  legal.  The  governor's  li- 
cences now  run  to  all  "  proteftant  minifters  ot  the  gofpel."' 
Whether  the  juftices  ad;  ftill,  when  the  bans  are  publifhed 
in  our  churches,  which  is  cuftomary  only  with  the  poor,  I 
have  not  been  informed.  Marriage  in  a  new  country  ought 
to  have  the  higaeft  encouragements  ;  and  it  is  on  this  ac- 
count, perhaps,  that  we  have  no  provincial  law  againft  fuch 
as  are  clandeliine,  though  they  often  happen,  and,  in  fome 
cafes,  are  attended  with  confequences  equally  melancholy 
and  mifchicvous. 

As  to  the  number  of  our  clergymen,  it  is  large  enough  at 
prefent,  there  being  but  few  fettlements  unfupplied  with  a 
miniftry,  and  fome  fuperabound.  In  matters  of  religion,  we 
are  not  fo  intelligent  in  general,  as  the  inhabitants  of  the 
New  England  colonies  ;  but  both  in  this  reCpec^  and  goocjl 
morals,  we  certainly  have  the  advantage  of  the  fouthem 
provinces.  One  of  the  king's  inftriuftions  to  our  governors, 
recommends  the  inveftigation  of  means  for  the  converfion 
of  negroes  and  Indians.  An  attention  to  both,  efpecially  the 
latter,  has  been  too  little  regarded.  If  the  miliionaries  of 
the  Englifli  fociecy  for  propagatriig  the  gofpel,  inftead  of 
being  feated  in  opulent  chriftianized  towns,  had  been  fent 
out  to  preach  among  the  fava^es,  unfpeakable  political  ad- 
vantages would  have  flowed  from  fuch  a  falutary  mcafure. 
Dr.  Douglafs,  a  fenfible,  immethodical  writer,  often  incor- 
redl,  experts  too  much*  :  befides,  he  treats  the  miffionaries 
with  rudenefs  and  contempt,  and  lafties  their  indolence  with 
unmerciful  acrimony. 


*  Our  young  miffionaries  may  procure  a  perpetual  al- 
liance and  commercial  advantages  with  the  Indians,  whicli 
the  Roman  catholic  clergy  cannot  do,  becaufe  they  are  for- 
bid to  marry.  1  mean  our  miffionaries  may  intermarry  with 


ans,  and  their  progeny  will  forever  be  a  ceitain  cement 
between  us  and  the  Indians."  Dougl.  Sum.&c.  vol.  II. p.  138, 
Bofton  edit,  1753, 
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CHAP.  V. 

T^e  political  flate. 

THIS  colony,  as  a  part  of  the  king's  dominions,  is  fub= 
ject  to  the  controul  of  the  Britilh  parliament ;  but  its 
more  iminediate  government  is  veiled  in  a  governor,  coun- 
cil, and  general  allemblj. 

The  governors  in  chief,  who  are  always  appointed  by  the 
king's  commiflion  under  the  great  feal  of  GreatBritain,  enjoy 
a  vail  plenitude  of  power,  as  may  be  feen  in  their  patents, 
which  are  nearly  the  fame.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  that 
to  the  late  fir  Danvers  Ofborn. 

GEORGE  the  fecond  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great  Bri- 
tain France  and  Ireland  king  defender  of  the  faith  and  fo 
forth.  To  our  truily  and  well  beloved  fir  Danvers  Olbom^ba- 
ronct  greeting  Whereas  we  did  by  our  letters  patent  under 
our  great  feal  of  Great  Britain  bearing  date  at  Weftminfier 
the  tnird  day  of  July  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  our  reign  con- 
flitute  and  appoint  the  honourable  George  Clinton  efq. 
captain  general  and  governor  in  chief  in  and  over  our  pro- 
vince of  New  York  and  the  territories  depending  thereon 
in  America  for  and  during  our  will  and  pleafure  as  by  the 
faid  recited  letters  patent  (relation  being  thereunto  had) 
may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear  now  know  you  that  we 
have  revoked  and  deter /.lined  and  by  thefe  prefeiits  do  re- 
voke and  determine  the  faid  recited  letters  patent  and  every 
claufe  article  and  thing  therein  contained  And  further  know 
you  that  we  repofing  efpccial  trufl  and  confidence  in  the 
prudence  courage  and  loyalty  of  you  the  faid  fir  Danvers 
Ofoorn  of  our  efpecial  grace  certain  knowledge  and  meer 
motion  have  thought  fit  to  conflitute  and  appoint  you  the 
faid  fir  Danvers  Ofborn  to  be  our  captain  general  and  go- 
vernor in  chief  in  and  over  our  province  of  New- York  and 
the  territories  depending  thereon  in  America  and  we  do 
liereby  require  and  command  you  to  do  and  execute  all 
thhig'^  in  due  manner  that  fliall  belong  unto  your  faid  com- 
mand and  the  trufl  we  have  repofed  in  you  acco:  ding  to 
the  I'everal  powers  and  diieclions  granted  or  appointed  you 
by  this  pre]'ent  commiffion  and  the  mfrructions  herewith 
jriven  you  or  by  fiich  further  powers  iiiftruclions  and  autho- 
ricies  as  fhali  at  any  time  hereafter  be  granted  or  appointed 
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-you  tinder  our  flgnet  and  fign  manual  or  by  our  order  in 
>our  privy  council  and  according  to  fucli  reafonable  laws  and 
ftatutes  as  now  are  in  force  or  hereafter  ihall  be  made  and 
agreed  upon  by  you  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  our 
council  and  the  aflembly  of  our  faid  province  under  your 
government  in  fuch  manner  and  fonn  as  is  hereafter  ex- 
prefled  And  our  will  and  pleafure  is  that  you  the  faid  fir 
Danvers  Ofboru  after  the  publication  of  thefe  our  letters 
patent  do  in  the  nrft  place  take  the  oaths  appointed  to  be 
taken  by  an  acft  palled  in  the  firft  year  of  our  late  royal  father's 
reign  entituledanacl;forthe  further  fecurity  of  his  majefty's 
perfon  and  government  and  thefucccHior.  of  the  crown  in  tiie 
heirs  of  the  late  princefs  Sophia  being  pi  oteilants  and  for 
extinguifhing  the  hopes  of  the  pretended  prince  of  Wales 
and  his  open  and  fccret  abettors  as  alfo  that  you  make  and 
fubfcribe  the  declaration  mentioned  in  an  ad:  of  parlia- 
ment made  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  the  fecond  enticuled  an  atz  for  preventing  dan- 
gers which  may  hap}>en  fro  n  popifh  reciifants  and  like- 
wife  that  you  take  tne  ufual  cath  for  the  due  execution  of 
the  office  and  truft  of  our  captain  general  and  governor  in 
chief  in  and  over  our  faid  province  of  New  York  and  the 
territories  depending  thereon  for  the  due  and  impartial  ad- 
miniftrarion  of  jultice  and  further  that  you  take  the  oath 
required  to  be  taken  by  governors  of  plantations  to  do  their 
utmoft  that  the  feveral  laws  relating  to  trade  and  the  plan- 
tations be  obferved  which  faid  oaths  and  declaration  our 
council  in  our  faid  province  or  any  tliree  of  the  members 
thereof  have  hereby  full  power  and  authority  and  are  re- 
quired to  tender  and  adminilVer  unto  you  and  in  your  ab- 
i'ence  to  our  lieutenant  governor  if  there  be  any  upon  the 
place  all  which  being  duly  performed  you  lhall  adminiftcr 
unto  each  of  the  members  of  our  faid  council  as  alfo  to  our 
lieutenant  governor  if  there  be  any  upon  the  place  the 
paths  mentioned  in  the  faid  acl  entituled  an  aift  for  the  fur- 
ther fecurity  of  his  majelVy's  perfon  and  government  and 
the  fucceflion  of  the  crown  in  the  heirs  of  the  late  princeis 
Sophia  being  prol:efl:an.:s  and  for  extinguifliing  the  hopes 
of  the  pretended  prince  of  Wales  and  his  open  and  fe- 
cret  abettors  as  alio  to  caufe  them  to  make  and  fubfcribe 
the  aforementioned  declaration  and  to  adminiller  to  them 
the  oath  for  the  due  execution  of  their  places  and '  trulls. 
And  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you  full  power  and 
authority  to  fufpend  any  of  the  members  of  our  faid  coun- 
cil from  fitting  voting  and  aliifting  therein  if  you  lhall  find 
juft  caufe  for  fb  doing  and  if  there  fhall  be  any  lieutenant 
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governor  him  likewife  to  fiifpend  from  the  execution  of  his 
command  and  to  appoint  another  in  his  ftead  until  our  plea- 
fure  be  known  and  if  it  fhall  at  any  time  happen  that  by  the 
death  departing  out  of  our  faid  province  or  fufpenfion  of  any 
of  our  faid  councillors  or  otherwife  there  Ihall  be  a  vacancy 
in  our  faid  council  (any  three  whereof  we  do  do  hereby 
appoint  to  be  a  quorum)  our  will  and  pleafure  is  that 
you  fignify  the  fame  unto  us  by  the  firft  opportunity  that 
we  may  under  our  fignet  and  fign  manual  conftitute  and 
appoint  others  in  their  Head  But^  that  our  affairs  may  not 
fuffer  at  that  diltance  for  want  of  a  due  number  of  council- 
lors if  ever  it  fliould  happen  that  there  be  lels  than  feven 
of  them  reiiding  in  o  ar  faid  province  we  do  hereby  give  and 
grant  unto  you  the  faid  fir  Danvers  Oiborn  full  power  and 
authority  to  chufe  as  many  perfons  out  of  the  princi- 
pal freeholders  inhabitants  thereof  as  will  make  up  the 
fail  number  of  our  faid  council  to  be  feven  and  no  more 
which  perfons  fo  chofen  and  appointed  by  you  fliall  be  to 
all  intents  and  purpofes  councillors  in  our  faid  province  un- 
til either  they  fhall  be  confinned  by  us  or  that  by  the  no- 
mination of  others  by  us  under  our  fign  manual  and  fignet 
our  faid  council  fhall  have  feven  or  more  perfons  in  it.  And 
we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you  full  power  and  aur- 
thority  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  our  faid  council  from 
time  to  time  as  need  fhall  require  to  fummon  and  call  gen- 
eral aflemblies  of  the  faid  freeholders  and  planters  within 
your  government  according  to  the  ufage  of  our  province  of 
New  York.  And  our  will  and  pleafure  is  that  the  perfons 
thereupon  duly  elecled  by  the  major  part  of  the  freehol- 
ders of  the  refpecT:ive  counties  and  places  and  fo  recumed 
fliall  before  their  fitting  take  the  oaths  mentioned  in  the 
faid  adl  entituled  (an  ad:  for  the  further  fecurity  of  his  ma^ 
jelty's  perfon  and  government  and  the  fucceflion  of  the 
crown  in  the  heirs  of  the  late  princefs  Sophia  being  pro- 
teflants  and  for  extinguifhing  the  hopes  of  the  pretended 
prince  of  Wales  and  his  open  and  fecret  abettors)  as  alfo 
make  and  fublcribe  the  aforementioned  declaration  (which 
oaths  and  declarations  you  fhall  commiflionate  fit  perfon* 
under  our  fealof  New  York  to  tender  and  adminifter  un- 
to them)  and  until  the  fame  fhall  be  fo  taken  and  fubfcrib- 
ed  no  perfon  fhall  be  capable  of  fitting  though  elecled  And 
we  do  hereby  declare  that  the  perfons  fo  eledled  and  qua- 
lified fliall  be  called  and  deemed  the  general  aflembly  of 
that  our  province  and  the  territories  depending  thereon  And 
you  the  faid  fir  Danvers  Ofborn  by  and  with  the  confent 
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of  onr  faid  conncil  and  aflembly  or  the  major  part  of  them 
refpetflively  fliall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make 
conftitute  and  ordain  laws  llatntes  and  ordinances  for  the 
public  peace  welfare  and  good  government  of  our  faid  pro- 
vince and  of  the  people  and  inhabitants  thereof  and  fuch 
others  as  fhali  refort  thereto  and  for  the  benefit  of  us  our 
heirs  and  fucceflbrs  which  faid  laws  ftatutes  and  ordinances 
are  not  to  be  repugnant  but  as  near  as  may  be  agi'eeable  to 
the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  our  kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
provided  that  all  fuch  laws  flatutes  and  ordinances  of  what 
nature  or  duration  foever  be  within  three  months  or  fooner 
after  the  making  thereof  tranfmitted  unto  us  under  our  fcal 
of  New  York  for  our  approbation  or  difallowance  of  the 
fame  as  alfo  duplicates  thereof  by  the  next  conveyance  and 
in  cafe  any  or  all  of  the  faid  laws  flatutes  and  ordinances 
being  not  before  confirmed  by  us  fhall  at  any  time  be  difal- 
lowed  and  not  approved  and  fo  fignified  by  us  our  heirs  or 
fucceilbrs  under  our  or  their  fign  manual  and  fignet  or  by 
order  of  our  or  their  privy  council  unto  you  the  f  aid  fir  Dan- 
vers  Ofborn  or  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  our  faid  pro- 
vince for  the  time  being  then  fuch  and  fo  many  of  the  laid 
laws  flatutes  and  ordinances  as  fhall  be  fo  difalloAved  and 
not  approved  fhall  from  thenceforth  ceafe  determine  and 
become  utterly  void  and  of  none  effecft  any  thing  to  the  con- 
trary thereof  notwithflanding  And  to  the  end  that  nothing 
may  be  pafled  or  done  by  our  faid  council  or  aflembly  to 
the  prejudice  of  us  our  heirs  or  fucceflbrs  we  will  and  or- 
dain that  you  tht^  faid  fir  Danvers  Ofborn  fhall  have  and 
enjoy  a  negative  voice  in  the  making  and  pafling  of  all 
laws  flatutes  and  ordinances  as  aforefaid  and  you  fhall  and 
may  likewife  from  time  to  time  as  you  fliall  judge  it  necef- 
fary  adjom-n  prorogue  and  diflblve  all  general  aflemblies 
as  aforefaid.  And  our  farther  will  and  pleafure  is  that  you 
fliall  and  may  ufe  and  keep  the  public  feal  of  our'faid  pro- 
vince of  New  York  for  feal ing  all  things  whatfoever  that 
pafs  the  great  feal  of  our  faid  province  under  your  govern- 
ment And  we  do  further  give  and  grant  unto  you  the  faid 
fir  Danvers  Ofborn  full  power  and  authority  from  time  to 
time  and  at  any  time  hereafter  by  yourl'elf  or  by  any  other 
to  be  authorized  by  you  in  that  behalf  to  adminifler  and 
give  the  aforementioned  oaths  to  all  and  every  fuch  perfon 
and  pc-'fons  as  yon  fliall  think  fit  who  fliall  at  anytime  or 
times  pafs  into  our  faid  province  or  fhall  be  refident  or 
abiding  there.  And  we  do  further  by  thefe  prefents  give 
and  grant  unto  you  the  faid  fir  Danvers  Ofborn  full  power 
and  authority  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  our  faid  coun^ 
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cil  to  erecl:  conftitute  and  eftablifh  fuch  and  fo  many  courts' 
of  judicature  and  public  juftice  within  our  faid  province  un- 
der your  government  as  you  and  they  fhall  think  fit  andne- 
ceflary  for  the  hearing  and  determining  of  all  caufes  as  well 
criminal  as  civil  according  to  law  and  equity  and  for  awarding 
execution  thereupon  with  all  reafonable  and  neceflai-y  pow- 
ers authorities  fees  and  privileges  belonging  thereunto  as  al- 
fo  to  appoint  and  conimilfionate  fit  pcrfoiis  in  the  feveral  parts 
of  your  government  to  adminiiler  the  oaths  mentioned  in 
the  aforefaid  act  entituled  an  act  for  the  further  fecurity  of 
hismajelty'sperfon  and  government  and  the  fucceffion  of  the 
crown  in  the  heirs  of  the  late  princefs  Sophia  being  proteftants 
and  for  extinguilhing  the  hopes  of  the  pretended  prince  of 
Wales  and  his  open  and  fecret  abettors  as  ah'b  to  tender  and 
adminifter  the  aforefaid  declaration  unto  fuch  perfons  be- 
longing to  the  faid  courts  as  lhall  be  obliged  to  take  the 
fame  And  we  do  hereby  authorife  and  empower  you  to  con- 
ftitute  and  appoint  judges  and  in  cafes  requifne  commif- 
fioners  of  oyer  and  terminer  juftices  of  the  peace  and  other 
neceUary  officers  and  minifters  in  our  faid  province  for  the 
better  adminiftration  of  jaftice  and  putting  the  laws  in  exe- 
cution and  to  adminifter  or  caufe  to  be  adminiftered  unto 
them  fuch  oath  or  oaths  as  are  ufually  given  for  tSe  due 
execution  and  performance  of  offices  and  places  and  for  the 
clearing  of  truth  m  judicial  caufes  And  we  do  hereby  give 
and  grant  unto  you  full  power  and  authority  where  3'ou 
ffiall  fee  caufe  or  ffiall  judge  any  offisnder  or  offenders  in 
criminal  matters  or  for  any  fines  or  forfeitures  due  unto  us 
fit  objects  of  our  mercy  to  pardon  all  fuch  offenders  and  to 
remit  all  fuch  offences  fines  and  forfeitures  (treafon  and 
wilful  murder  only  excepted)  in  which  cafes  you  ffiall  like- 
wife  have  power  upon  extraordinary  occafions  to  grant  re- 
prices to  the  offenders  until  and  to  the  intent  our  royal 
pleafure  may  be  known  therein.  And  "Nve  do  by  thefe  pre- 
fents  authorife  and  empower  you  to  collate  any  perfon  or 
perfons  to  any  churches  chapels  or  other  eccleliailical  be- 
nefices within  our  faid  province  and  territories  afore- 
faid as  often  as  any  of  them  fhall  happen  to  be  void.  And 
we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you  the  faid  fir  Danvers 
Of  born  by  yourf'^lf  or  by  your  captains  and  commanders 
by  you  to  be  authorifed  full  power  and  authority  to  levy 
arm  mufter  command  and  employ  all  perfons  whatfbever  re- 
fid  ing  within  our  faid  province  of  New- York  and  other  the 
territories  under  your  government  and  as  occafion  ffiall  ferve 
to  march  from  one  place  to  another  or  to  embark  them  for  the 
refifting  and  withftanding  of  all  enemies  pirates  and  rebels 
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both  at  fea  and  land  and  to  tranfport  fiich  forces  to  any  of 
our  plantations  in  America  if  necellity  fhall  require  for  th© 
defence  of  the  fani-e  againft  the  invalionsoi  attempts  of  any 
of  our  enemies  and  fuch  enemies  pirares  and  rebels  if  there 
fhall  be  occalion  to  purfuc  and  profecute  in  or  out  of  the  li- 
mits of  our  faid  p'  ovince  and  plantations  or  any  of  them 
and  if  it  fhall  fo  pleafe  God,  them  to  vanquifti,  apprehend 
and  take  and  being  taken  either  according  to  law  to  put  to 
death  or  keep  and  preferve  alive  at  your  dlfcretion  and  to 
execute  martial  law  in  time  of  invahon  or  other  times  when 
by  law  it  may  be  executed  and  to  do  and  execute  all  and 
every  otlier  thing  and  things  which  to  our  captain  general 
and  governor  in  chief  doth  or  ought  of  right  to  belong 
And  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you  full  power  and 
authority  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  our  faid 
council  to  cre<fl  ralfe  and  build  in  our  faid  province  of  New- 
York  and  the  territories  depending  thereon  fuch  and  fo 
many  forts  and  platforms,  cailles,  cities,  boroughs,  towns 
and   fortifications  as  you  by  the  advice  aforefaid  fliall 
judge  necellary  and  the  fame  or  any  of  them  to  fortify  and 
furnifli  with  ordinance,  ammunition  and  all  forts  of  arms  fic 
and  nCceflary  for  the  fecurity  and  defence  of  our  faid  pro- 
vince and  by  the  advice  aforefiaid  the  fame  again  or  any  of 
them  to  dcmolifh  or  difmantle  as  may  be  moft  convenient 
And  forafuiuch  as  divers  mutinies  and  diforders  may  hap- 
pen by  perfons  /hipped  and  employed  at  fea  during  the  time 
of  war  and  to  the  end  that  fuch  as  fiiall  be  fhipped  and  em- 
ployed at  fea  du-  ing  the  time  of  war  may  be  better  govern- 
ed and  ordered  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you  the 
fiid  fir  Danvers  Olborn  full  power  and  authority  to  confti- 
tute  and  appoint  captains  lieutenants  mailers  of  Hiips  and 
other  commanders  and  officers  and  to  grant  to  fuch  captains 
lieutenants  nvafters  of  fhips  and  otlicr  comr.ianders  and  of- 
ficers commifiions  to  execute  the  law  martial  during  the 
time  of  war  according  to  the  divcclions  of  two  acis  the 
one  palled  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  the  fecond  entitulcd  an  act  for  the  efrabiilhing 
articles  and  orders   for  the   regulating  and  better  go- 
vernment of  his  majefcy's  navies  fliips  of  war  and  forces 
by  fea  and  the  other  palled  in  the  eighteenth  year  of 
our  reign  entituled  ?n  acl  for  the  further  regulating  and 
better  government  of  his  majefcy's  navies  fhips  of  war  and 
forces  by  fea  and  for  regulating  proceedings  uprn  courts 
martial  in  the  fea  fervice  and  to  ufe  fuch  proceedings  au- 
thorities puniflr.nents  correcftions  and  exec luicns  upon  any 
offender  or  offenders  Vv'ho  fhall  be  rautinous  feditlous  difor- 
derly  or  any  way  unruly  either  at  fea  or  during  the  time 
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of  their  abode  or  relidence  in  any  of  tlie  ports  harbours  or 
bays  of  our  faid  province  and  territories  as  the  cafe  fhall  be 
found  to  require  according  to  the  martial  law  and  the  faid 
direcliion  daring  the  time  of  war  as  afoiefaid  Provided  that 
nothing  herein  contained  fhall  be  conilrued  to  the  enabling 
you  or  any  by  your  authority  to  hold  plea  or  have  any 
jurifdiilion  of  any  offences  caufe  matter  or  thing  committed 
or  done  upon  the  high  fea  or  within  any  of  the  havens 
rivers  or  creeks  of  ^ur  faid  province  and  territories  un- 
der yoar  government  by  any  captain  commander  lieute- 
nant in  I'ter  officer  feaman  lolJier  or  other  perfon  what- 
foeve?*  vv^ho  iliili  be  in  our  actual  fei  vice  and  pay  in  or  on 
board  any  of  our  fhips  of  war  or  other  veflels  acfting  by  im- 
mediate coaimiilion  or  warrant  from  our  commiffioners  for 
execuringthe  otfice  of  oar  high  admiral  or  from  our  high 
admiral  of  Great  Britain  for  tue  time  being  under  the  feal 
of  OLir  admiralty  b  it  tiiat  fuch  captain  commander  lieuten- 
ant mafter  olicer  feamen  foldier  or  ocher  perfon  fo  offend- 
ing fliall  be  left  to  be  proceeded  agaiafl  and  tried  as  their 
olfences  ilia'l  req  are  either  by  comaiiffion  under  our  great 
fe:d  of  Great  Britain  as  the  itatute  of  the  twenty  eighth  of 
Henry  the  eighth  directs  or  by  commiflion  from  our  faid 
CO  in  million  ers  for  executing  the  office  of  our  high  admiral 
or  fi'am  our  high  admiral  of  Great  Britain  for  the  time 
being  accordiHg  to  the  aforementioned-  ac^s.  Provided 
nevei'thelefs  that  all  diforders  and  mifclemeanors  committed 
on  fhore  by  any  captain  commander  lieutenant  mafter  officer 
feaman  foldier  or  o'hej*  per  fon  whairfoever  belonging  to  any 
of  our  fliips  of  Vv'ar  or  other  veflels  ad:ing  by  immediate 
commifi'M  or  warrant  fiom  our  faid  commimoners  for  exe- 
cuting the  ofiice  of  our  high  admiral  or  from  our  high  ad- 
miral of  Great  Britain  for  the  time  being  under  the  leal  of 
our  admiralty  may  be  tried  and  punifhed  according  to  the 
laws  of  tiie  place  where  any  fuch  diforders  offences  and  niif- 
deineanors  ihail  be  committed  on  fhore notwithftanding fuch 
offenders  be  in  our  a^Hiiial  fervice  and  borne  in  our  pay  on 
board  any  fuch  our  fhips  of  war  or  other  veflels  atflin^  by 
immediate  commiflion  or  warrant  from  our  faid  commifnon- 
ers  for  executing  the  office  of  our  high  admiral  or  from  our 
high  admiral  o!"  Great  Britain  for  the  time  being  as  afore- 
iaid  fo  as  he  fhall  not  receive  any  protection  for  the  avoid- 
ing of  jufVice  for  ftich  offences  committed  on  fliore  from  any 
pretence  of  his  being  employed  in  our  fervice  at  fea.  And 
our  further  will  and  pleafure  is  that  all  public  monies  raifed 
or  which  fhall  be  raifed  by  any  atit  to  be  hereafter  made 
■within  oar  (aid  pi'ovince  and  other  the  territories  depend- 
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ingfhereon  be  ifliied  out  by  warraiit  from  yon  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  confent  oi"  our  council  and  dilpofed  of  by 
you  for  the  fupport  of  the  government  and  not  othervviie 
and  we  do  hereby  like  wife  give  and  grant  unto  you  full 
power  and  authority  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of 
our  laid  council  to  fettle  and  a^ree  with  the  inhabitants  of 
pur  province  and  territories  aforefaid  for  fuch  lands  tene- 
ments and  hereditaments  as  now  are  or  hereafter  fliall  be 
in  our  power  to  difpofe  of  and  them  to  grant  to  any  perfon 
or  perfons  upon  fuch  terms  and  under  fuch  moderate  quit- 
rents  fervices  and  acknowledgments  to  be  thereupon  reierv- 
.ed  unto  us  as  you  by  and  with  the  advice  afprefaid  fhall 
think  fit  which  faid  grants  are  to  pats  and  be  fealed  by  our 
fealofNew  York  and  being  entered  upon  record  by  fuch 
officer  or  officers  as  are  or  Ihail  be  appointed  thereunto  ffiall 
be  good  and  efFec1:ual  in  the  law  againft  us  our  heiis  and 
fucceflbrs  And  we  do  hereby  give  you  the  faid  fir  Danvcis 
Ofborn  full  power  to  order  and  appoint  lairs  marts  and 
markets  as  alfo  fuch  and  fo  many  ports  harbours  bays 
havens  and  other  places  for  the  convenience  and  fecui  ity  of 
ihipping  and  for  the  better  loading  and  urjloading  of  goods 
and  merchandizes  as  by  you  with  the  advice  and  cpnfent  of 
pur  faid  council  fliall  be  thought  fit  and  necefiary  and  w  e  do 
hereby  require  and  command  all  officers  and  minifiers  civil 
and  military  and  all  other  inhabitants  of  our  faid  province 
and  territories  depending  thereon  to  be  obedient  aiding  and 
affifting  unto  you  the  faid  fir  Danvers  Oiborn  in  the  execu- 
tion of  this  our  commifTion  and  the  powers  and  authorities 
herein  contained  and  in  cafe  of  your  death  or  ablence  out  of 
our  faid  province  and  territories  depending  thereon  to  be 
obedient  aiding  and  affiftiug  unto  fuch  perfon  as  fliall  be 
appointed  by  us  to  be  our  lieutenant  governor  or  com- 
Hiander  in  chief  of  our  fliid  province  to  whom  we  do  there- 
fore by  thefe  prefents  give  and  grant  all  and  fingular  the 
powers  and  authorities  herein  granted  to  be  by  him  executed 
and  enjoyed  during  our  pleafurc  or  until  your  arrival  with;, 
in  our  faid  province  iAiid  territories  and  if  upon  your^deatli 
or  abfence  out  of  our  faid  province  and  territories  depend- 
ing thereon  there  be  no  perfon  upon  the  place  commiffion- 
ated  or  appointed  by  us  to  be  our  lieutenant  governor  or  com- 
mander in  chief  of  our  faid  province  our  will  and  pleaiure 
is  that  the  eldeft:  counfellor  whofe  name  is  firft  placed  in  ouv 
faid  inftrucftions  to  you  and  who  ffiall  at  the  time  of  your 
death  or  abfence  be  refiding  within  our  faid  province  of 
Kew  York  fliall  take  upon  him  the  adminillration  of  the 
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government  and  execute  ouiTaid  commiffion  and  inftrudtions 
and  the  feveral  powers  and  authorities  therem  contained 
in  the  fame  manner  and  to  all  intents  :.nd  purpofes  as  other 
our  governor  and  commander  in  chief  of  our  faid  province 
foould  or  ought  to  do  in  cafe  of  your  abfence  until  your 
return  or  in  all  caies  until  our  further  pleafure  be  known 
therein  and  vve  do  hereby  declare  ordain  and  appoint  that 
YOU  the  faid  lir  Danvers  Oiborn  ihall  and  may  hold  execute 
and  enjoy  the  office  and  place  of  our  captain  general  and 
o;overnor  in  chief  in  and  over  our  province  of  New  York 
and  the    territories  depending  thereon  together  with 
all  and  fingular  the  powers  and  authorities  hereby  grant- 
ed unto  you  for  and  during  our  will  and  pleafure.  And 
^vhereas  there  are  divers  colonies  adjoining  to  our  province 
of  Nevv  -York  for  the  defence  and  fecurit^^  whereof  it  is  re» 
quifite  that  due  care  be  taken  in  time  of  w  ar  we  have  there- 
fore thojght  it  neceflary  for  our  fers  ice  and  for  the  better 
prozection  and  fecurity  of  our  fubjecls   inhabiting  thofe 
parts  to  coniliture  and  appoint  and  w^e  do  by  thefe  prefents 
confritute  and  appouit  you  the  faid  lir  Danvers  Oibom  to 
be  our  captain  general  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  mi- 
litia and  of  all  the  forces  by  fea  and  land  withm  our  colony 
of  Connecticut  and  of  all  our  forts  and  places  of  ftrength 
%vi  :hin  the  fame  and  for  the  better  ordering  governing  and 
ruling  our  faid  militia  and  all  our  forces  forts  and  places 
of  ftrength  within  our  faid  colony  of  Connecticut  we  do 
hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you  the  faid  lir  Danvers  Of- 
bom  and  in  your  abfence  to  our  commander  in  chief  of 
our  province  of  New  York  all  and  every  the  like  powers 
as  in  thefe  prefents  are  before  granted  and  recited  for  the 
ruling    governino;  and  ordering  our  militia  and  all  our 
forces  forts  and  places  of  ftrength  withm  our  province  of 
Ke  V  York  to  be  exercifed  by  you  the  faid  lir  Danvers  Of- 
bom  and  in  your  abfence  from  our  territories  and  dominion 
of  New  York  by  our  ccmmander  in  chief  of  our  province 
of  New  York  within  our  faid  colony  of  Connecticut  for  and 
during  our  pleafure  In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  caufed  thefe 
our  letters  to  be  made  patent  witnefs  ourfelf  at  Weftmin- 
fter  the  firft  day  of  Auguft  in  the  tsventy-feventh  year  of 
our  reign. 

By  writ  of  privy  feal, 

YORKE  and  YORKE. 


The  inftniAions,  received  with  the  commiflion,  are  e;?- 


OF   N  E  W  -  Y  O  R  K. 


257 


ylanatory  of  the  patent,  and  regulate  the  governor's  con- 
dutft  on  ahnoft  every  common  contingency*. 

The  falary,  generally  gi-anted  to  the  governor  by  the  in- 
ftrutftions,  is  i20cl.  fterling  ont  of  the  revenue  here  ;  but 
that  being  an  infufficient  fund,  the  afiembly,  in  lieu  of  it, 
give  him  annually  1560I.  currency.  The  peiquifrtes  perhaps 
amount  to  as  much  more. 

This  office  Avas  formerly  very  lucrative,  but  becomes  daily 
lefs  conliderable,  becaufe  almoft'all  the  valuable  ti  a(fts  of  laiid 
are  already  taken  up. 

The  council,  wben  full,  confifts  of  twelve  members,  ap- 
pointed by  the  king's  mandamus  andiign  manual.  All  their 
privileges  and  powers  are  contained  in  the  initructions.  They 
are  a  privy  council  to  the  governor,  in  at^ts  of  civil  govern- 
ment }  and  take  the  fame  oath  adminille:  ed  to  the  king's 
council  in  England.  The  tenure  of  their  places  is  extreme- 
ly precarious,  and  yet  their  influence  upon  the  public  mea- 
fures  very  conliderable.  In  the  grant  of  all  patents,  the  go- 
vernor is  bound  to  confult  them,  and  regularly  they  cannot 
pafs  the  foal  without  their  advice. 

They  enjoy  a  legiflative  power,  as  the  lords  do  in  par- 
liament ;  and  excrcife  alfo  judicial  authority  upon  writs  of 
error  and  appeals.  They  are  convened  by  the  governor  ; 
and  he  is  always  prefent  when  they  fit  as  a  court  or  privy 
council,  which  is  ordinarily  at  the  fort.  In  their  legiflative 
capacity,  they  meet  without  the  governor,  and  always  at 
the  city  hall.  They  fa  according  to  their  feniority,  and  the 
eldeft:  member  prefent  is  fpeaker  of  their  lioufe.  In  a  com- 
mittee, the  chairman  has  no  voice.  They  cannot  vote  by 
proxy,  but  have  the  privilege  of  entering  their  diflent,  and 
the  reafons  at  large,  on  their  minutes.  Their  proceedings 
are  very  formal,  and  in  many  refpecfts  they  imitate  the 
example  of  the  lords.  Their  meflages  to  the  aflembly  are 
carried  by  one  of  their  own  members,  and  the  houfe  ahvays 
rifesat  his  entrance  and  receives  tliem  Ifanding.  The  coun- 
cil never  publifli  their  legiflative  nnnutes ;  but  the  aflembly 
always  print  their  own  votes  ;  nor  do  either  of  thefe  houfes 
permit  fl:i  angers  to  be  prefent  at  their  conventions, 

A  counfellor's  title  is,  '  the  honourable.'  They  ferve  h;s 
majefl:y  without  falaries.  The  bulinefs  of  the  privy  coun- 

*  The  inflirucftions  are,  in  number,  above  a  hundred,  an4 
never  recorded.  They  are  changeable  at  the  king's  plea^ 
fure,  but  rarely  undergo  any  ^very  conliderable  alteraj- 
lion. 
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cil  board  is  of  late  very  much  increafed,  and  never  had 
great  weight  in  the  colony  as  at  prefent ;  which  is  mucU 
owing  to  the  king's  calling  lawyers  of  reputation  to  the 
affidance  of  his  governors.  The  prefent  members  are  the 
Jiono  arable 

t^adwallader  C  olden,  Jbfeph  Murray, 

Archibald  Kennedy,  John  Rutherford, 

James  De  Lancey,  *  lieute-      Edward  Holland, 


The  bafinefs  in  council  daily  increafes,  and  is  now  becoine 
very  burdenfome^  being  entirely  tranfaAed  by  a  few  mem- 
bers. Mr.  Colden  relides  in  the  country ;  mr.  Clarke  in 
England  ;  mr.  Rutherford,  being  an  officer,  moves  with  the 
army,  and  lir  William  jolmfon  has  his  relidence  m  the  wef- 
tern  part  of  the  county  of  Albany. 

The  general  aliembly  confifts  of  twenty-feven  reprefen- 
tativcs,  chofen  by  the  people,  in  purfuance  of  a  writ  of 
fumraons  iflued  by  the  governor. 

At  the  day  appointed  for  their  appearance,  fuch  as  are 
cledied,  convene  themfelves  at  the  aflembly- chamber,  iti 
the  city  of  New- York ;  and,  by  the  clerk  of  the  houle,  in- 
form the  governor  of  their  meeting.  If  they  are  abjve  thir- 
teen in  number,  fome  perfons  (generally  the  judges  cf  the 
fame  me  court)  are  fent  to  the  aflembly  chamber,  empower- 
ed by  a  commiffion  to  take  their  oaths  and  fubfcriptions. 
Tiiey  are  then  called  before  his  excellency,  who  recom- 
mends their  choice  of  a  fpeaker.  For  that  purpofc  they 
?Lgairi  retire,  and  condudt  the  perfon  they  e\e€i  into  the 
chair,  which  is  feated  at  the  upper  end  of  a  long  table.  Af- 
ter th^it  he  is  prefented  to  his  excellency  in  the  counciji 
chamber  ;  and  upon  his  approbation  of  their  choice,  which 
is  of  courfe,  the  fpeaker  addrefles  himfelf  to  the  governor, 
tod,  in  behalf  of  the  lioufe,  prays,  ^^that  their  words  and 
iaeflioas  may  have  a  favourable  conftrucl:l:ion,  that  the  mem- 
iDers  may  have  free  accefs  to  him,  and  they»^and  their  fer- 
yantsbe  privileged  with  a  freedom  from  arrefts."  The  go- 
vernor, after  promifing  thefe  things  on  his  part,  reads  his 


*  The  office  of  lieutenant  governor  requires  no  fervice, 
except  on  the  death  or  in  the  abfence  of  a  governor  in  chief. 
It  gives  no  rank  in  council,  nor  is  there  any  falary  annex- 
jE4  to  it. 


nant  governor, 
Daniel  Horniianden, 
Georg^e  Clarke,  jun. 


Sir  Wm.  Johnfon,  bart. 
John  Chambers, 
William  Smith. 
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ipeech  to  botli  houfes  ;  and,  at  the  requefl:  of  the  fpeaker, 
delivers  a  copy  for  the  ufe  of  the  aflembly. 

I  need  not  enlarge  upon  the  culloms  of  the  general  af- 
ferably,  for  they  take  the  practice  of  the  Brkifh  houfe  of 
commons  for  their  model,  and  vary  from  them  in  but  very 
few  inftances.  Money  bills  are  not  returned  to  them  by  the 
council  board,  as  the  lords  do  to  the  commons ;  and  yet  the 
reafbns  for  this  practice  are  much  ftronger  here  than  at 
home.  When  the  governor  pafles  the  bills  lent  up  to  him, 
both  houfes  are  prefent  in  the  council  chamber.  It  is  then 
cuitomai'y  for  him  to  aik  the  advice  of  his  council  with  re- 
iped:  to  every  bill,  and  he  figns  them  at  the  foot  after  thefe 
words,  I  aflent  to  this  bill,  enac^ting  the  fame,  and  order  it 
to  be  enrolled."  After  that  the  adts  are  publifhed  in  the 
open  ftreet  near  the  city  hall ;  his  excellency  and  the  two 
houfes  being  prefent. 

The  daily  wages  of  the  reprefentatives,  as  regulated  by 
fundry  adls  of  aliembly,  are  annexed  to  the  following  lill  of 
the  prefent  members  of  the  houfe* 

Paul  Richard, 

City  and  county^  Henry  Cruger,  ^Efqrs.  each  6s.  per 

ox  New-York.  J  William  Walton^  r"  diem. 

Jolm  Watts,  J 

City  and  county  C  Peter  Winne,     7  cr  j* 
of  Albany.  ^  \  Peter  Domv,      \  E^^'        P^""  ^"^^ 

Weft  Chefter    C  John  Thomas,        ?  z  j* 

county.  \  B-iederick  Philipfe,  f  P^""  ^^"^ 

Suffolk  county.  {  ^^^jg^^STl,  }  E«irs.  93- Per  diem. 
Queen's  county.  \  ^^^^  J^c'rnel,    }  ^'l^''-  P^"" 
King  s  county.  ^  Dominicus  Vanderveer,  ^    diem.  ^ 
Ulfter  county.   [  l^^^^'Kin..  }  P- 

^'^r'°"'"^°"'^1^ei!;Liit°.^,',  ^«l-6-P-aie.. 

Duchefs  county.  [  ^^^r  ^^^J^-"'  ^  Efgrs.  6s.  per  diem, 
orange  ^^^.{^^^^^'^^'Yt;.''- 
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^''wef^Cheaer.}^^^^'''^^  Lancey,  efq.  los.  per  diem. 
'^Sdi^ec'lady.  }  J^^^^^s  Mynderfe,  efq.  los.  per  diem> 
flaerwyck. 

j  John  B.  V.  Renflaer,  efq.  ics.  per  diem. 

Manorof  Living;- 7  n  -u  t  -  -    a.      •        r  j- 

^  SRoD.  Livinglton,  jun.  efq.  les.  per  diem.- 

^^Clt°^  }  P^'"P       Pi^"'''  ^^1-  diem. 

The  continuance  of  our  aflemblies  was  unlimited,  till  the 
political  fti-uggles,  which  took  rife  in  mr.  Colby's  adminif- 
tration,  forced  mr.  Clarke,  who  fucceeded  him,  to  pafs  the 
reftri(fting  them  to  three  years  :  but  this  was  repealed 
by  the  king,  and  a  feptennial  law  enacfted  foon  after  the 
arrival  of  governor  Clinton,  which  is  ftill  in  full  force. 

No  colony,  upon  the  continent,  has  formerly  fuffered 
more  than  ours,  in  the  opinion  of  the  king's  mmifters. 
This  has  been  owing  to  the  ill  impreffions  made  by  our  go- 
vernors, who  are  fcarce  ever  difengaged  from  difputes  with 
the  lower  houfe.  Our  reprefentatives,  agreeable  to  the  ge- 
neral fenfe  of  their  conftituents,  are  tenacious  in  ^heir  opi- 
nion, that  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  are  entitled  to  all 
the  privileges  of  Engliflimen  ;  that  they  have  a  ri^ht  to 
participate  in  the  legiflative  power  ;  and  that  the  felBon  of 
afiemblies  here,  is  wifely  fabftituted  inftead  of  a  reprefenta- 
tion  in  pa^'liament,  which,  all  things  confidered,  would, 
at  this  remote  diftance,  be  extremely  inconvenient  and 
dangerous.  The  governors,  on  the  other  hand,  in  general, 
entctain.  political  fentiments  of  a  quite  different  nature. 
All  the  immunities  we  enjoy,  according  to  them,  not  only 
fiowfrom,  but  abfolutely  depend  upon,  the  mere  grace  and 
\vjil  of  the  crown*.  It  is  eafy  to  conceive,  that  contentions 


*  ^'  We  are  no  more  than  a  little  corporation. — I  would 
advife  thefe  gentlemen  (aflemblies)  for  the  future,  to  drop 
thofe  parliamentary  airs  and  ftyle  about  liberty  and  proper- 
ty, and  keep  within  their  fphere,  and  make  the  beft  ufe 
they  can  of  his  majefty's  inftrudlions  and  conimiilion  ;  be- 
caufe  it  would  be  high  treafon  to  lit  and  2ici  witiiout  it. — 
This  is  our  charter.  If  we  abufe  or  make  a  wicked  ufe  of 
his  majefcy's  favours,  we  are,  of  them,  but  tenants  at  will  ; 
we  only  hold  them,  during;  pleafure  and  good  behaviour." 
Thefe  are  the  accurate  and  bright  thoughts  of  tlie  gentle- 
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nrail  naturally  attend  fiich  a  con  trad  icflion  of  fentinients. 
Moft  of  our  difputes  however  relate  to  the  fupport  of  go- 
vernment. Before  lord  Cornbury's  embezzlements,  the  re- 
venue was  eftabliihed  for  a  long  period,  but  afterwards  re- 
duced to  a  few  years.  The  violent  meafnres,  in  mr.  Colby's 
time,  led  the  allembly  to  the  fcheme  of  an  annual  provjfion. 
Thefe  are  the  words  of  that  mnch  famed  addrels  of  the 
houfe,  to  lieutenant  governor  Clarke,  on  the  8th  of  Septem- 
ber 1717,  p.'evious  to  the  change. 

The  true  caufes  of  the  deficiency  of  the  revenue,  we 
believe,  are  too  well  Icnownto  your  honour,  to  make  it  ne- 
ceilary  for  ns  to  fay  much  on  that  head.  Kad  the  coufpiruous 
loyalty  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  met  with  a  liiita- 
h\e  treatment  in  return,  it  is  not  unlikely,  but  we  fhonld 
now  be  v/cak  enough  to  a(fl  like  others  before  ns,  in  being 
lavifh  beyond  our  abilities,  and  railing  fums  unnecefiary  to 
be  given  ;  and  continued  the  donation,  like  them,  for  a 
longer  time  than  what  was  convenient  for  the  fafety  of  the 
inhabitants :  but  experience  has  Ihown  the  imprudence  of 
fuch  a  condutft;  and  the  miferable  condition,  to  which  the 
province  is  reduced,  renders  the  railing  of  large  fums  very 
difficult,  if  not  impracHiicable.  We  therefore  beg  leave  to  be 
plain  with  your  honour,  and  hopeyou  will  not  take  it  amifs, 
when  we  tell  yon,  that  you  are  not  to  expccl,  that  w^e  either 
will  raife  fums  unlit  to  be  raifed  ;  or  put  what  we  lhall  raife 
into  the  power  of  a  governor  to  mifapply,  if  we  can  prevent 
5t :  nor  lhall  we  make  up  any  other  deficiencies,  than  what 
we  conceive  are  fit  and  jult  to  be  paid  ;  or  continue  what 
fupport  or  revenue  we  Hiall  raife,  for  any  longer  time  than 
one  yeai*.  Nor  do  we  think  it  convenient  to  do  even  that, 
until  fuch  laws  are  palled,  as  we  conceive  necefiaiy  for  the 
fafety  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  who  have  repofed  a 
trull  in  us  for  that  only  purpofe  ;  and  which  we  are  fure 
you  will  think  it  reafonable  we  Hiould  ac^t  agreeable  to  ; 
and  by  the  grace  of  God  we  will  endeavour  not  to  deceive 
them." 


man  who  publilhed  a  pamphlet,  entitled  "  an  ellay  on  the 
grttemmcnt  of  the  colonies,"  in  1752.  Sir  William  Jones, 
attorney  general  to  James  II.  was  of  a  very  different  opinion. 
For  he  told  the  king,  that  he  could  no  more  grant  acdm- 
miffion  to  levy  money  on  his  fnbjedts  in  tl)e  plantations, 
without  their  conlcnt  by  an  allembly,  than  they  could  dif- 
charge  themfclvcsfroni  their  allegiance."  Life  of  fir  William 
Phips,  p.  23.  2  L 
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The  fentiments  of  thisaddrefs  ftill  prevail  amon^  the  peo- 
ple J  and  therefore  the  fuccefs  of  the  prefeiit  fohcitalions, 
for  a  permanent,  indefinite  fupport,  \vill  probably  be  in 
vain. 

The  matter  has  been  often  litigated  with  great  fervency 
on  both  Udes,  and  the  exainple  of  the  Britifli  parlian^ent 
urged  as  a  precedent  for  our  imitation.  To  this  it  is  ar.» 
fwered,  that  the  particular  ftate  of  this  province  diifers  To 
widely  from  that  of  their  mother  country,  that  we  ought 
not  in  this  refped:  to  follow  the  cuftom  of  the  commons. 
Our  conftitution,  as  fome  obferve,  is  fo  imperfetft  in  ni  m- 
berlefs  inilances,  that  the  rights  of  the  people  lie,  even  now, 
at  the  mere  mercy  of  their  governors ;  and  granting  a  per- 
petual fcpport,  it  is  thought,  would  be  in  reality  little  lefs, 
than  the  lofs  of  every  thmg  dear  to  them. 

It  muft  be  confelled,  that  many  plaufible  arguments  may 
be  afligned,  m  liipport  of  the  jealoufy  of  the  lioufe.  A  go- 
vernor has  numberlefs  opportunities,  not  proper  to  be  men- 
tioned, for  invading  the  rights  of  the  people  ;  and  infuper- 
able  diflicuUies  would  necellarily  attend  all  the  means  of 
redrefs. 

By  gradual  advances,  at  feafonable  juncTtnres,  we  might 
have  introduced  fuch  amendments,  as  would,  at  this  day, 
have  ellabiifhed  a  found  and  well  fortified  political  frame  ; 
but  through  our  utter  neglect  of  education,  the  ancient  af- 
femblies  confifiied  of  plain,  illiterate  hufbandmen,  vhofe 
views  feldom  extended  farther  than  to  the  regulation  of 
highways,  the  deflruclion  of  wolves,  wild  cats,  and  foxes, 
and  the  advancement  of  the  other  little  interefts  of  the  paj:-. 
ticular  counties,  which  they  were  chofen  to  reprefent. 


CHAP.  VI. 


Of  our  laws  and  courts. 

THE  ftate  of  our  laws  opens  a  door  to  much  controvcr* 
fy.  The  r.ncertainty,  with  refped:  to  them,  rei^ders 
ptcperty  precarious,  and  greatly  expofes  us  to  the  arbitrary 
deciiicns  of  bad  judges.  The  common  law  of  England  is 
generally  received,  together  with  fuch  flatutes,  as  were 
cnacfted  before  we  had  a  legiflature  of  our  o  wn.  But  cur 
courts  exercile  a  fovereign  au:hoi  i*y,  in  determining  what 
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parts  of  the  qojnmon  ajid  ftatute  law  ought  to  be  extended  ; 
for  it  mult  be  admitted,  that  the  difference  of  rircumltances 
necelfarily.  requires  us,  in  fonie  cafes,  to  reject  :he  deiermi- 
nations  of  botli.  ' In  many  inftances,  they  have  alfo  extend- 
ed, as  I  have  ellewhere  obferved,  even  aifls  of  parliament, 
pafled  lince  we  have  had  a  dillindt  legidation,  which  is  ad- 
ding g-eatly  to  our  confufion.  The  pracftice  of  our  courts 
is  not  lefs  uncertain  than  the  law.  Some  of  tiie  EngUfii  rules 
are  adopted  and  others  rejedted.  Two  things,  therefore, 
feem  to  be  abfolutely  neceiiaiy  for  the  public  fecurity. 

Firft,  The  palling  an  a^  for  fetrlhig  the  extent  of  the 
Englifh  laws.  And, 

Secondly,  That  the  courts  ordain  a  general  fet  of  rules 
for  the  regulation  of  the  prailice. 

To  give  a  pirticular  account  of  our  laws,  civil  and  crimi- 
nal, cannot  be  expei-^eJ  in  this  work.  All  lands  are  held  of 
the  crown  by  focage  tenure,  as  thofe  of  Eaft-Greenwich,  at 
home,  in  the  county  of  Kent;  and  the  manner  of  obtain- 
ing a  title  to  fach  as  are  vacant,  or  in  the  pofleffion  of  ihe 
Indians,  is  this  : 

Formerly  the  cuftom  was  to  apply  to  the  governor  in 
council,  for  a  licenfe  to  purchafj  lands  of  the  natives  in  his 
majefty's  name.  A  deed  was  then  privately  obtained  from 
the  Indian  proprietors  to  the  king,  and  annexed  to  a  fecond 
pecition  to  the  governor,  for  a  waiTant  to  the  farveyor-ge- 
jieral,  to  make  a  farvey  of  the  quantity  purchafed.  Another 
warrant,  upon  the  return  of  the  firvey,  was  then  ifllied  to 
the  attorney-general,  to  prepare  a  draught  of  the  patent; 
which  being  tranfnitted  to  the  fecretary's  ofiice,  was  then 
engrolfed  upon  parchment,  and  the  great  feal  aftixed  to  it 
by  the  governor. 

In  thefe  furveys  and  deeds,  more  lands  were  often  inclu- 
ded, than  the  Indians  intended  to  fell  ;  and  the(e  frauds 
being  frequently  complained  of,  an  order  was  made  by  the 
governor  and  council  in  17^6,  that  thenceforth  no  Indian 
deed  fhould  be  taken,  until  the  land  propofed  to  be  grant- 
ed, was  ailaally  furveyed  by  the  farveyor-general,  or  one 
of  his  deputies,  in  the  prefepce  of  the  Indian  proprietors  ; 
that  the  bounds  of  the  tradl:  fliould  be  then  entered  in  the 
deed,  and  a  certificate  endorfed,  that  they  are  agreeable  to 
the  furvey,  and  that  he  faw  the  confideration  money  or 
goods,  bona  fid: y  delivered  to  the  vendors. 

The  patenting  of  lands,  has  long  been,  and  ftill  continues 
to  be,  very  expenfive. 

Our  law  judicatories  are  nu  nerotis  ;  I  begin  with  the 
igweit. 
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OF  THE  JUSTICES*  C  olri  t. 

JUSTICES  of  the  peace  are  appointed  by  cotnmiflion  from 
the  governors,  who,  to  ferve  then- purposes  lu  eieiftions, 
lomeLimes  gi  ant,  as  it  is  called,  the  adminiiiration  to  parti- 
cular favourites  in  each  county,  which  is  the  nomination 
of  officers  civil  and  military  ;  and  by  thefe  means ^  the  juftices 
have  been  aftonifliiiigly  multiplied.  There  are  inilances  of 
fome  who  can  neither  write  nor  read*.  Tlicfe  genii, 
befidcs  their  ordinary  powers,  are  by  acfls.of  ailembly 
enabled  to  hold  courts,  for  the  determination  of  fmall 
caufes  of  five  pounds  and  under ;  but  the  parries  are  pii- 
vUeged,  if  they  choofe  it,  with  a  jury  of  fix  men.  The 
proceedings  are  in  a  fnmmary  way,  and  the  condudb 
of  the  juftices  has  given  juft  caufe  to  innumerable 
complaints.  The  jullices  have  alfo  a  ]urifdi<5lion,  with  re- 
fpect  to  crimes  under  the  degree  of  grand  larceny.  For 
any  three  of  them  (one  being  of  the  quorum)  may  try  the 
criminal,  without  a  jury,  and  inflidl  punifhments  not  ex- 
tending to  life  or  limb.  .         .     .     ,  , 

THE  SESSIONS  AND  COURT  OF'  C'dMMOW- PLMS. 

THE  court  of  common-pleas  takes  cognizaiice  of  all 
caufes,  where  the  matter  in  demand  is  in  value  above 
live  pounds.  It  is  eitablifhed  by  an  ordinance  of  the  go- 
-vernor  in  council.  The  judges  are  ordinarily  three,  and 
hold  their  offices  during  pleafure.  Through  the  infancy  of 
the  country,  few,  if  any  of  them,  are  acquainted  with  the 
law.  The  pradtice  of  thefe  courts  is  fi'milar  to  tiiat  of  the 
£ommon-bench,  at  Weftminfter.  They  have  each  a  clerk 
coir.niffioned  by  the  governor,  who  iffues  their  writs^  en- 
ters their  minutes,  and  keeps  the  records  of  the  county.  They 
are  held  twice  every  year.  Thefe  judges,  together  with  fome 
of  the  juftices,  hold,  at  the  fame  time,  a  court  of  general 
feffions  of  the  peace. 


*  Lord  Bacon's  obfervation,  that  there  are  many  who 
count  It  a  credit  to  be  burdened  with  the  office  of  a  juftice  of 
the  peace,  is  very  applicable  to  us.  Bacon's  works,  fol.  vol. 
II.  p.  151, — The  ftatute  of  38  Hen.  VIII.  limited  the  num- 
ber of  juftices  to  eight  in  a  county. 


OF  NEW-YORK. 


THE    SUPREME  COURT. 

J  rfE  jurifilicTcion  of  this  court  extends  through  the  whole 
JL  province  ;  and  its  powers  are  very  great.  For  it  takes 
cognizance  of  all  caufes,  civil  and  criminal,  as  fuUv  as  the 
king's  bench  and  common  pleas,  at  Wellminfter.  In  civil 
concroverfies,  the  value  of  the  fum  demanded  muft  exceed 
twenty  -pounds.  This  court  has  four  terms  in  a  year,  and  al- 
ways {its  at  New  York*.  The  judges,  for  many  years  pad, 
have  been  but  three.  The  chief  juflice  has  ten  {hillings  as  a 
per^uifite,  upon  the  firll  motionineverycaufe,  together  with 
an  annual  allowance  of  three  hundred  pounds.  The  fecond 
and  third  juftices  have  alfo  yearly  appointments,  too  in- 
confiderable  to  be  worth  mentioning.  They  hold  their  of- 
fices by  feparaie  comniiffions  under  the  great  fcal  of  the 
province,  which  were  formerly  during  pleafure,  but  of  late 
'^uam  diu  fe  heno g'2ijerint\. 

The  fupreme  court  was,  at  firft,  eftablifhed  by  feveral 
laws  of  the  province;  but  the  terms  were,  afterwards,  di- 
reeled  by  an  ordinance  of  the  governor  and  council,  which 
is  alteral)le  at  pleafure. 

Whether  this  court  has  a  right  to  determine  caufes  in  a 
courfe  of  equity,  was  a  queftion  much  ligitated  during  the 
troubles,  in  the  feveral  adminiftvations  j^of  mr.  Colby  and 
mr.  Clarke.  Colonel  Morris,  afterwards  governor  of  New 
|erfey,  fat  then  as  chief  juflice  upon  the  bench,  and  de- 
juvered  a  long  argumentative  opinion  in  the  negative:^. 
The  people  Wvre,  in  general,  on  that  fide ;  and  the  exche- 


*  The  terms  commence  on  the  third  Tuefdays  in  January, 
April,  and  Oc'tober,  and  on  the  lalt  in  July.  The  firft  and 
the  laft  continue  five  days,  and  the  two  other  terms  ten. 

f  Profecutions,  by  information,  are  of cen  commenced  in 
the  fupreme  court  by  order  of  the  governor  and  comicil, 
and  criminals  foraetimes  committed  by  their  warrants ;  for 
wliich  reafon  Ibme  are  of  opmion,  that  the  judges  ought 
not  to  be  members  of  that  board,  which  is  frequently  the 
cafe. 

\  See  the  printed  opinion,  and  the  arguments  of  meffieurs 
Alexander  and  Smith,  for  tl^  defendent.  Van  Dam,  adver- 
fus  the  attorney  general ;  in  fupport  of  a  plea  to  the  jurif- 
dicftion  of  the  fupreme  court,  on  a  bill  filed  there  for  gover- 
nor Colby  in  a  courfe  of  equity.  New  York  printed  by  John 
P.  Zenoer,  1753,        "         >  ■ 
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qner  court  bell  fcarce  ever  rung,  but  the  ^ity  vras  all  in  con- 
tiiUon.  Petitions  againflr  the  court,  froni  feverai  parts  of 
the  province,  came  up  to  the  ailembl}',  who  delired  to  hear 
council  ;  and  accordingly  mr.  Smith  and  mr.  Murray,  de- 
livered their  opinions  at  their  requeit,  both  which  were 
afjeivvards  printed  by  tlieirorder.  I'he  former,  who  fpoke 
firft,  urged  numerous  authorities,  to  prove  that  no  court  of 
equity  coald  be  legsUy  eitablifiied  except  by  prefer iption  or 
an  act  of  the  legi  dature,  and  concluded  with  thefe  words— 
'Tis  with  the  greateftfubmiihonthat  I  tender  my  opinion 
upon  rliefe  points.  I  have  faid  nothing  with  adehgn  to  of- 
fend any  man,  nor  have  I  omitted  faying  any  thing,  that  I 
thought' jnight  tend  to  the  public  good.   Lib~iravi  ahiuiavt 
vicam.  I  have  endeavoured  to  difcliarge  the  truft,  and  fup- 
port  the  characfter,  with  which  this  houfe  has  honoured  me. 
Yoa  have  my  fincere  and  real  fentiments.  If  I  have  erred 
in  any  thing,  it  has  been  unv/illingly.  I  am  heartily  a  friend 
to  this  colony,  and  earneftly  \vi(h  its  profperity.  I  have  no 
intereft  in  the  points  in  queftion,  but  v/hat  are  common 
to  all  the  freemen  of  this  province,  I  profefs  the  greateft 
veneration  for  the  laws  of  my  country,  and  am  glad  of 
every  opportunity  to  do  them  public  lionour.  They  place 
oar  liberties  upon  the  firmeft  balls,  and  put  our  properties 
under  the  fureil  protecftion.  I  rejoice  in  the  fecurity  that 
we  have  of  a  long  enjoyment  of  them,  by  the  fettlement 
of  the  fucceffion  in  the  houfe  of  Hanover.  *Tis  the  excel- 
lency of  our  coaltitution,  and  the  glory  of  our  princes,  that 
they  are  fovereign  over  freemen  and  not  flaves.   'Tis  the 
mifery  of  an  arbitrary  government,  that  a  man  can  enjoy 
nothing  under  it  that  he  can  call  liis  own.  Life,  libeity,  and 
property,  are  not  his,  bat  all  at  the  will  and  difpofal  of  hi§ 
tyrannical  owner.  I  don't  wonder  that  our  anceftors  Iiave 
been  Iways  fo  jealous  of  their  liberties  :  how  oft  have  they 
]v.*avely  fought,  and  nobly  died,  in  the  defence  of  them  \ 
We  have  received  our  liberties  and  our  laws,  as  an  inheri- 
tance tranfmitted  to  us  in  the  blood  of  our  fathers.  How 
highly,  therefore,  fliould  we  prize  and  value  them !  And 
what  care  fhould  we  take,thatwe  aijjd  our  pofterity  may  en- 
joy them  in  their  full  extent  ?  If  this  be  our  happy  cafe, 
nve  foail  fit  rmder  pvr  own  vhi^s  and  our  own  fig-trees,  and  none 
^v'ill  make  us  afraid.  We  fhall  fee  our  country  flourifh,  and 
nurfelves  a  hap])y  people.  But  if  an  arbitrary  power  over 
oar  liberties  and  properties  be  let  in  upon  us,  but  at  a  back 
door,  it  will  certainly  drive  many  of  us  out  of  our  habita- 
tion^ J  and  'tis  to  be  feai  ed,  will  once  more  reduce  ou.i? 
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country  to  a  wildernefs,  and  a  land  without  inhabitant  : 
which  we  doubt  not  but  this  honourable  houfe  will  take 
care  to  prevent." 

Mr.  Murray  laboured  to  fhow,  that  the  chancery,  king's 
bench,  common  pleas  and  exchequer,  were  of  original  jurif- 
did:ion,  by  the  conllitution  of  England  ;  and  was  fearful 
that  our  eitablifhment  of  thefe  courts  bere,  by  an  acl  of  afl 
fenibly,  would  draw  into  queilion  our  equal  rights  to  all 
the  liberties  and  privileges  of  Englilhmen.  Ke  clofed  his 
opinion  m  this  manner  ; 

And  now,  mr.  fpeaker,  I  have  in  the  beft:  manner  that 
I  was  capable  of,  performed  what  this  honourable  houfc 
dcfired  of  me,  in  giving  truly  my  fentiments  upon  the  fub- 
jedt  matter  of  thefe  petitions. 

Mr.  Smith,  in  delivering  his  fentiments  laft  Friday, 
did  in  fo  handfome  and  elegant  a  manner,  fully  prove  that 
the  people  of  this  Colony  are  undoubtedly  entitled  to  the 
cuiloms,  laws,  liberties,  and  privileges  of  Englifhmen,  that 
it  was  needlefs  for  me  to  attempt  the  proof  thereof,  v/hich 
otiierwife  I  fhould  have  done.  But  I  do  entirely  agree  witii 
him,  in  all  that  he  iliid  on  that  head  ;  and  I  hope  I  have 
proved,  that  the  fundamental  courts,  by  the  laws  of 
England,  are  as  much  part  of  thofe  liberties  and  privileges, 
and  as  much  by  the  culloms  and  laws  of  England,  as  any 
other  of  their  liberties  and  privileges  arc  ;  and  of  confe- 
quence^  the  people  here  as  much  entitled  to  thofe  funda- 
mental courts,  as  to  their  other  privileges  ;  and  have  en- 
deavoured to  anfwer  all  the  objections  that  I  had  heard 
were,  or  thought  could  be,  made  agaiiill  our  being  entitled 
to  the  fame  courts.  And  upon  the  whole  thereof,  as  there 
has  been  much  talked  about  the  liberties  ?.nd  privileges  of 
the  people,  I  would  beg  leave  only  to  propound  this  one 
queftion,  who  is  he  that  argues  moll  in  favour  of  the  liber- 
tics  of  the  people  ?  He  who  afHrms  and  proves,  that  they 
are  entitled  to  thofe  liberties  and  privileges,  laws  and  cuf^ 
toms  of  England,  and  the  good  old  original  courts,  that 
are  by  thofe  laws,  without  an  ac^t  ?  or,  he  who  argues  arxl 
fays,  we  are  not  entitled  to  them,  until  an  adl  is  palled  to 
eltablilh  them  ?  I  fuppofe  the  anfwer  would  be  given,  with<» 
out  hefitation,  in  favour  of  the  former. 

"  But,  mr.  fpeaker,  if  it  yet  lliould  be  faid,  that  there  i". 
a  neceffity  for  making  a(fls,  relating  to  thofe  courts,  I  would 
beg  leave  to  offer  to  this  honourable  houfe,  the  imitation 
of  fuch  laws  relating  to  thofe  courts,  as  the  wife  le^ifiature 
of 'England  have  thou  yht  ilt  to  make,  I  prefume,  it  will  not 
bw*  fjid,  there  can  be  a  better  partem  offered  for  the  af* 
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fembly  to  go  by.  And  ft  is  not  to  be  fuppofed^  but  tbat  th« 
parliament  at  home  has  made  all  the  regulations  therein 
tha:  can  be  thought  neceflary  ;  whereas  gcin^  into  new 
fchemes  and  new  invenrions,  may  be  attended  with  many 
inconveniences,  which^  wiien  they  happen,  may  not  beib 
eaiily  remedied. 

"  And  I  beg  leave  to  conclude,  by  pi^ayiiig  that  Gt)d  Al- 
mighty may  guide,  dired:,  and  influence  this  honourable 
hoaie,  in  their  debates  and  confukations  upon  this  momen- 
toas  affair,  and  tiiat  the  end  thereof  may  be  for  the  good 
of  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony." 

The  oppofition,  to  the  exchequer,  became  now  ftronger 
than  before  thre  council  were  heard.  And  therefore,  under 
thefe  difcouragements,  the  court  has  taken  cognizance  of 
no  canfes  iince  Van  Dam's,  nor  has  that  indeed  ever  been 
determined*. 


*  Sir  John  Randolph  wrote  his  fentiments  concerning 
thefe  difputes  to  captain  Pearfe.  And  as  he  was  an  eminent 
lawyer  in  Virgmia,  I  doubt  not  his  letter  will  he  acceptal)le 

to  the  read<°r. 

Sir, 

By  your  requeft,  I  ha\^  pemfed  and  cofilidered  tlie 
arguments  of  mr.  Smith  and  mr.  Munay,  before  the  ge- 
neral ailembly  of  New-York,  in  relation  to  the  court  of 
equity  eftablifhed  there  in  a  new  com't  of  exchequer ;  which, 
I  perceive,  was  done,  principally,  for  determining  a  dif- 
pute  ber.veen  the  goveraor  and  the  prefident  of  the  council, 
about  their  right  to  the  falaiy  annexed  to  the  office  of  the 
comri\ander  in  chief,  whether  he  be  the  goveraor  or  prefi- 
dent  ;  and  it  fcems  Itrange  to  me,  that  upon  fach  an  occa- 
fion,  fo  exti'aordinary  a  fcep  fiiould  be  taken,  as  the  erect- 
ing of  a  new  court,  exempted  from  the  rules  of  the  pro- 
ceeding at  the  common  law,  when  the  matter  might  have 
been  decided  in  an  adtion  of  the  cafe  upon  an  indcb}tatris 
alfu??ipfity  which  is  the  fettled  method  and  nioit  expeditions 
remedy,  in  cafes  of  that  nature, 

Bc  -h  thefe  gentlemen  feem  to  have  agreed  in  one  point, 
that  it  was  neceflcir}^  to  trace  the  court  cf  chancery  and  the 
equity  court  in  the  exchequer  b^ck  to  their  original  infti- 
tution,  in  order  to  fhow  whether  the  governor  of  a  ^iiew 
plantation,  hath  a  power  or  not,  to  erect  courts,  in  imita- 
tion of  thefe  high  and  ancient  courts  in  England. — And  fron\ 
their  refearches,  ihey  feera  to  have  made  very  difterenr 
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Tiie  judges  of  this  court,  according  to  an  :i€t  ef  aiiembly, 
are  judges  of  Nifi  Frius  of  courfe  ;  and,  agreeable  to  an  or- 
dinance of  the  governor  and  conncil,  perform  a  circuit 

concluHons.  Mr.  Smith  rightly  concludes  againfl  the  lega- 
lity of  this  court  ;  bat  uir.  I^iurray  is  afraid  all  mull  be  loft, 
if  the  four  fundamental  courts,  as  he  calls  them,  cannot 
be  obtained  in  New  York. — I  own  I  do  not  underftand  the 
force  of  this  foi  tof  realbning  ;  nor  can  I  conceive,  how  any 
enquiry  into  the  original  of  the  high  court  of  chancery, 
wiiich  muft,  after  all,  end  in  a  mere  conjecture,  can  ai^brd 
the  lead  alliftance,  in  forming  a  right  judgment  upon  this 
queftion,  v.'hich  muft  depend  upon  the  particular  conftitn- 
tionof  thefe  foreign  colonies. — 

The  court  of  chancery,  in  England,  has  its  being  fi  cn> 
cuftom  and  uiage,  to  which  it  owes  its  legality. — If  it  were 
to  be  ercclied  now  by  the  king's  power,  it  could  not  ftand  ; 
therefore  it  is  undoubtedly  a  great  abfurdity  to  fuppofe,  that 
upon  the  planting  every  new  colony  by  the  fubjet^ts  of  Eng- 
land, new  courts  muft  fpring  up,  as  it  were  from  the  root! 
of  the  ancient  courts,  and  be  eftablifhed  without  the  confcnt 
of  the  legiflature  ;  becaufe  we  can  imitate  their  methods  of* 
J^roceeding,  though  we  are  very  imperfec't  in  comparifon  to 
their  reafon  and  judgment. — Then  I  think  there  is  another 
impropriety  in  the  debate  of  this  queftion  :  they  would  ar- 
gue from  the  power  and  prerogative  of  the  king,  to  entitleJ 
a  governor  to  ac^  in  the  lame  manner.  I  think,  before  tliey^ 
turn  a  governor  into  a  king,  they  fiiould  take  care,  to  pro- 
vide for  him  tlie  fame  fufiiciency  of  wi(dom  and  as  able  £l 
council :  therefore  I  muft  fuppofe,  a  mighty  difference  be- 
tween the  power  of  a  king  and  the  governors  abroad. — - 
Their  inftrucT:ions,  as  to  the  ercddng  of  courts,  or  the  au- 
thorities granted  in  their  patents  for  that  purpofe,  are  not 
now,  as  they  were  in  the  begimii'ig,  when  there  were  no 
courts  :  but  proper  judicatures  being  long  ftnce  eft?.blifh.ed, 
there  is  an  end  of  their  power  in  that  refpcd: ;  and  if  any 
alteration  is  found  neceflary,  it  muft  certainly  be  done  by 
the  confent  of  the  legiflature.  The  kings  of  England  have 
always,  fo  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  the  hiftovy  of  the 
plantations,  ufed  a  particular  tendernefs  in  the  bulinefs  of* 
erecting  their  courts  of  jiidicature,  bydire\^ting  their  go- 
vernors, to  take  the  advice  of  the  general  aiTcm biles  in  that 
matter,  and  I  dare  fay,  that  if  the  patents  and  inftrucftions 
of  the  governor  of  New-York  were  to  be  infpec^ted,  no  fuffi- 
eieut  warrant  will  be  found  in  them,  to  cxercifc  this  high 
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through  the  counties  once  every  year.  They  carry  witk 
them,  at  the  fame  time,  a  coiinniliiou  of  oyer  and  terminer 


power  of  fettingnp  new  courts.  But  be  that  as  it  will,  this 
is  nioft  manifeft,  riiat  fetting  up  one  or  more  men,  with 
power  to  jadge  men's  prope  tics,  by  odie  -  rales  than  thofe 
of  the  common  law,  by  which  alone  Wi:?  of  the  plaruations 
maft  be  governed,  mail  fabjecft  the  eitates  or  that  people  to 
an  a.-bitriiry  rule,  fo  fat*  as  tliey  are  reltraiued  fi  om  appeal- 
ing to  an  higher  jurildiAion,  and  may  enilave  them  to  the 
Weak,  if  not  corrupt,  judgments  of  thofe  men. — It  really 
feems  to  be  a  lingular  uiisfortune  to  the  people  of  New- 
It  O'k,  tha  .  a  qucition  of  this  nature  fhould  be  fo  far  coun- 
tenanced, as  to  become  a  fabjecfc  of  argument,  when,  I  be- 
lieve, in  any  other  colony,  it  would  not  have  been  thought 
a  matter  of  any  doubt  or  the  leait  dirticulty.  But  above  all, 
it  is  mod  extravagant,  that  a  court  of  equity  Ihould  be 
eiedled,  for  the  trial  of  a  caule,  of  which,  without  doing 
violence  to  its  nature,  it  cannot  have  any  juriidicftion  ;  and  I 
have  woiidered,  in  fo  warm  a  debate,  that  this  point  has  been 
paflld  over.— I  think  nothing  could  entitle  the  court  of  equi- 
ty, to  proceed  in  the  caufe  between  the  governor  and  Van 
Dam,  unlefs  there  was  a  want  of  proof,  of  Van  D.^m's  re- 
ceiving the  money  in  difpute,  which  I  fuppofe  is  impollible, 
fince  it  m  iit  have  iiTied  out  of  the  public  treafi^  y  of  the 
province. — If  I  had  been  to  have  argued  this  point,  x  Ihould 
have  taken  a  very  different  method  from  thofe  gentlemen. 
Inftead  of  taking  fo  much  pains,  in  running  through  fo 
many  book  cafes,  to  fettle  what  the  conftitution  of  England 
is,  I  woild  have  Hated  the  conftitution  of  this  particular 
government,  as  it  is  grounded  either  upon  treaties  or  gr?nts 
from  the  cro  wn  of  England ;  for  as  New- York  was  a  con- 
que.  ed  country,  it  is  very  probable,  fomething  may  have 
been  ftipulated,  between  the  ftates  general  and  crown  of 
England,  in  behalf  of  the  fubjeAs  of  Holland,  which  were 
left  there  in  pofleilion  of  their  eftates,  and  fo  became  fiib- 
jeJls  to  England. — if  there  was  any  luch  treaty,  that  mufi: 
be  looked  upon  as  the  fundamental  law  of  the  province  ;  and 
next  to  t'.at,  the  king's  charters  mufb  lake  place. — I  do  not 
at  all  doubt,  but  fome  way  or  other,  the  common  law  w^as 
e^rabliihed  there,  and  if  not,  as  there  is  a  legiflature,  I  frp- 
po  e  it  is  adopted  by  the  country  ;  for  there  is  undoubtedly, 
a  great  difference  between  the  people  of  a  conquered  coun- 
try, and  colonies  eilubiiihed  by  the  king's  confent  by  the 
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and  general  jail  delivery,  in  which  fome  of  the  county  juf- 
tices  are  joined. 

The  judges  and  practifers  in  the  fupreme,  and  all  other 
courts,  wear  no  peculiar  habits  as  they  do  at  A\'eiLmiiiiter- 
Kall,  and  in  (bnie  of  tiie  Weft  India  iflancis ;  nor  is  there, 
as  yet,  any  diftincftion  or  degrees  among  thelaY,\ers. 

The  door  of  adniimon  into  the  practice  is  too  open.  Tlie 
ufual  preparatories  are  a  college  or  univerfity  education, 
and  three  years  apprer.ticefliip ;  or,  without  the  fo.  me 
feven  y«ars  fersice  under  an  attorney.  In  either  of  thefe 
cafes,  the  chief  jaftice  recommends  the  candidate  to  the 
governor,  who  thereupon  grants  a  licenfe  to  pracrice  under 
his  hand  and  feal  at  arms.  I'his  beuio;  produced  to  the  court, 
the  ufual  ftate  oaths  and  fubfcripiion  are  taken,  togeiher 
with  an  oath  for  his  upright  demeanor,  and  he  then  qua- 
lified to  practice  in  every  court  in  the  province.  liico  rhe 
county  coaris,  aiiornies  are  in:rod;  ced  with  ftlll  lels  ce  e- 
mony.  For  our  gove.  no;  s  have  formerly  licenfed  all  peifons, 
how  indiffirently  foever  recomme:ukJ  ,  and  the  profeffion 
has  been  flir.mefur.y  di^c-aced,  by  the  r.dmjillcn  of  n^cn 
not  only  of  tlie  meaneft  abilities,  but  of  the  lowett  employ- 


fubjecfls  of  England.  The  common  law  follows  them  whe  e- 
ever  they  go  ;  hwx.  as  to  the  other,  it  muft  arife  ei  her  from 
treaties  or  grants  ;  therefo  e  i:  is  a  pity,  every  ihins:  in  re- 
lation to  this  nvatter  has  been  omitted,  which  would  have 
been  of  great  afe  to  thofe,  who  a^-e  unacquainted  wirh  the 
facts,  in  fo'^mhig  a  judg  nent  in  this  cafe. — I  cainiot  forbear 
ebfervinga  migh  y  weakn-^  fs  int'ielawyei  s  of  New  York, 
in  blindly  following  a  common  error,  in  relation  to  the 
ftatutes  of  England  being  in  force  there  ;  wiier^as  there  Is 
no  foundation  in  fenfe  or  reafon  for  fuch  an  opinion.  The 
common  law  muft  be  the  only  rule  ;  and  if  we  wade  imo 
the  ftatutes,  no  man  can  tell  what  the  law  is.  It  is  certaiti, 
all  of  them  cannot  bind,  and  to  know  which  do,  was  al- 
ways above  my  capiciry. — Thofe,  rhar  a  e  declatarive  of 
the  common  law,  ferve  us  rather  as  evidences,  than  by  any 
binding  quality,  as  ftatutes, 

*^  I  am,  Sir, 

your  moft  obedient  fervant,  tc. 


John  R.a:NPOLPH/' 


in 
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jnents.  The  prefent  judges  of  the  fupremc  court  are  the 
laonourable  (tor  that  is  their  title) 

James  de  Lancey,  efq,  chief  juftice. 
John  Ghambers,  efq.  fecond  juftice. 
Daniel  Horfmanden,  efq.  third  juftice. 

They  have  but  two  clerks  ;  one  attendant  upon  the  fu- 
preine  court  at  New- York,  and  the  other  on  the  circuits. 
The  former  feals  all  their  procefs,  and  is  keeper  of  the 
records. 

THE  COURT  OF  ADMIRALTY. 

THE  only  ofiicei-s  of  this  court  are  the  judge,  or  com- 
miftary,  the  regifter  and  marfhal.  The  prefent  judge, 
Levv'is  Morris,  efq.  has,  by  his  cominilHon*,  a  jurifdiction 
in  all  maritime  affairs,  not  only  here,  but  in  the  colonies 
of  New-jerfey  and  Connecticut.  The  proceedings  before 
him  are  in  Englilh^  and  according  to  the  courfe  of  the  civil 
law. 

THE  PREROGATIVE  COURT. 

THE  bufinefs  of  t  lis  court  relates  to  the  probate  of  lall' 
wills  and  teftaiiients,  andtiie  grants  of  le.ters  of  ad- 
jniniftration  on  inteftates'  eftates.  Tlie  powers,  reladve  to 
thefe  matters,  a  e  committed  to  the  governor,  who  acts  or- 
dmaiily  by  a  delegate . 

THE  COURT  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COUNCIL. 

THE  authority  of  this  court  is  beft  feen  in  the  inftruc- 
tion  on  which  it  depends. 
Our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  you,  or  the  commander 
in  chief  of  oiu-  faid  province,  for  the  time  being,  do  in  all 
civil  cai.fes,  on  application  being  made  to  you,  or  the  com- 
mander in  chief  for  the  time  being,  for  that  pnrpofe,  per- 
mit and  allow  appeals,  from  any  of  the  courts  of  common 
law  in  our  faid  province,  unto  you  or  the  commander  in 
chief,  and  the  council  of  our  faid  province  ;  and  you  are, 
fo"  that  purpofe,  to  ifllie  a  writ,  in  the  manner  which  has 


*  It  is  under  the  f^  of  the  admiralty,  and  dated  Janu- 
ary 1 6,  173S, 


OF    NEW -  YORK. 


273 


been  ufually  accuftomed,  returnable  before  yourfelf  and 
the  council  of  our  faid  province,  who  are  to  proceed  to 
hear  and  determine  fach  appeal;  wherein  fach  cf  our  faid 
council,  as  fhall  be  at  that  time  judges  of  the  court  from 
whence  fuch  appeal  fhall  be  fo  made,  to  you  our  captain  ge- 
neral, or  to  the  commander  m  chief  for  the  time  being,  and 
to  our  faid  council,  as  aforefaid,  fliall  not  be  adinitted  to 
vote  upon  the  faid  appeal ;  but  tliey  may,  neverthclefs,  be 
prefent  at  the  hearing  thereof,  to  give  the  reafcns  cf  the 
judgment  given  by  them,  in  the  caules,  wherein  fach  appeals 
lliall  be  made. 

Provided,  neverthelefs,  that  in  all  fuch  appeals,  the  Turn 
or  value  appealed  for,  do  exceed  the  fum  of  ^three  hundred 
pounds  ilerling :  and  that  fecurity  be  firlt  duly  given  by 
the  appellant,  to  anfwer  fuch  charges,  as  ftiall  be  av*ardcd, 
in  cale  the  firlt  fentence  be  affirmed  ;  and  if  eilher  party 
fhall  not  reft  fatisfied  with  the  iudgment  of  you,  or  the 
commander  in  chief  for  the  time  bemg,  and  council  as 
aforefaid,  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  they  may  then  ap- 
peal unto  us  in  our  privy  council.  Provided  the  fiim  or  va- 
lue fo  appealed  for  unto  us,  exceed  five  hundred  pounds 
fterling,  and  that  fuch  appeal  be  made  within  fourteen  days 
after  fentence,  and  good  fecurity  given  by  tiie  appellant, 
that  he  w  ill  efjfe(itually  profecute  the  fame,  and  anfwer  the 
condemnacion,  and  alfo  pay  fuch  cofls  and  damages,  as 
fhall  be  awarded  by  us,  in  cafe  the  fentence  of  you,  or  the 
commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being,  and  cotincil,  be  af- 
firmed. Provided,  neverthelefs,  where  the  matter  in  quef- 
tion  relates  to  the  taking  or  demanding  any  duty  payable 
to  us,  or  to  any  fee  of  office,  or  annual  rent,  or  o;her  fuch 
like  matter  or  thing,  where  the  rights  in  future  may  be 
bound,  in  all  fuch  cafes,  you  are  to  admit  an  appeal  to  us 
in  our  privy  council,  though  the  immediate  fum  or  value 
appealed  for,  be  of  alefsvaluc.  Audit  is  our  further  will 


*  Before  the  anival  of  fir  Danvers  Ofborn,  appeals  were 
given  to  the  governor  and  council,  in  all  caufes  above  lool. 
fterling,  and  to  the  king  in  council,  in  all  thofe  above  300I. 
fterling.  By  this  inflrucftion,  the  power  of  the  fupreme 
court  and  the  governor  and  council,  is  prodigioufly  augment* 
ed.  In  this  infant  counti*y  few  conta(fts  are  equal  to  the  fums 
nientioned  in  the  inftruc'tion,  and  therefore  an  uncontrolable 
authority  in  our  courts  may  be  dangerous  to  the  property 
and  liberties  of  the  people.  Proper  checks  upon  judges 
.prefcrve  them  botli  from  indolence  and  corruption. 
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and  pleafure,  that  in  all  cafes,  where,  by  your  InftrtK^Ions, 
you  are  to  admit  appec'ls  to  us  in  our  privy  council,  execu- 
tion be  fufpended,  until  the  final  derermination  oi  lucb  ap- 
peals, unlefs  good  and  {'afficienr  fecu'  iry  be  given  by  the 
appellee,  to  make  ample  reftitution  of  all  that  the  appel- 
lant lhall  have  lolt,  by  means  of  fuch  judgme.tt  or  decree, 
in  cafe,  upon  rhe  determinaiion  of  fach  appeal,  fuch  decree 
or  judgment  fliouid  be  reverfed^  and  retiiitutiou  awarded  t* 
the  appellant." 

THE  COURT  OF  CHANCERY. 

OF  all  our  courts,  none  has  been  more  obnoxious  to  the 
people  than  this.  There  have  been  (as  I  ]\ave  already 
fhown)  few  adminiftrations  fince  its  firft  erecftion,  in  wliicli 
our  aflemblies  have  not  exprefied  their  difapproba;:ion  of 
its  conftitution  by  ordinance,  and  the  exercife  of  the  chan- 
cellor's power  by  the  governor.  During  the  adminiftration 
of  governor  Cofby,  a  bill  was  tiled  by  iir  Tofeph  Eyles  and 
others,  to  vacate  the  oblong  patent  granted  by  his  imme- 
diate predecefibr  to  Hauley  and  company.  The  defendants 
excepted  to  the  governor's  jurifdidlion  ;  but  being  over- 
ruled, they  refortedto  the  auembly  with  a  complaint,  and 
the  h'jufe,  on  the  6th  of  November  1715,  refolved, 

That  a  court  of  cliancery  in  this  p/ovince,  in  the  hands 
or  under  the  exercife  of  a  governor,  without  conient  in 
general  aflembly,  is  contrary  to  law,  unwarrantable,  and 
of  dangerous  confeqaence  to  the  liberties  and  properties  of 
the  people." 

The  f?me  fentiments  obtained  among  the  people  in  mr. 
Clarke's  time,  as  is  very  evident  in  the  memorable  addrefs 
of  the  afiembly,  iti  1737,  apart  of  which,  relative  to  the 
court  of  chanceiy,  is  too  (ingular  to  be  fuppi  efied. 

The  fettling  and  efbablifliing  of  courts  of  general  jurif- 
diclion,  for  the  due  adminiil-ation  of  juliiice,  is  neceifi  y 
in  every  country  :  mv^  we  conceive  they  ought  ^o  be  feitled 
and  eftablifhed,  by  the  acts  of  the  whole  legiflatuTe,  and 
titeir  feveral  jurirdicftions  and  powers  by  that  aarhoriLy 
limited  and  appointed,  e'pecially  courts  that  are  to  take 
cognizar^ce  of  matters  in  a  courfe  of  equivy. — This  has  beea 
the  conftant  practice  in  England,  when  new  courts  we-  e  to 
be  eredted,  or  old  ones  to  beabollflied  o;  al.ered  :  and  the 
feveral  kings  of  Enn;land,  in  whofe  reigns  thofe  ac'ts  were 
made,  never  conceived,  that  the  fettling,  crer^ting,  or  abo- 
lilhing  courts,  by  acfrs  of  the  legiflature,  had  anv  tendency 
to  deftroy  or  in  the  leaft  to  diminiih  their  juil  and  legal  pre- 
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fogatives. — It  was  the  method  in  ufe  here,  both  before  and 
fiiice  the  revolntion,  and  par  ticularly  recommended  to  the 
aflembly  to  be  done  hi  that  manner,  by  a  mefiage  from  go- 
vernor Sloughter  and  council,  on  the  isth  day  of  April 
1691.  was  the  fi  ll  governor  lince  the  revolution  ;  ajid 
the  governors  that  fmce  that  time  allented  to  thofe  acts,  we 
fupj)ole,  never  in  the  leait  imagined,  they  were  giving  ijp 
the  pveiogacive  of  Lheir  maftei  s,  when  they  gave  that  aiient ; 
nor  aid  we  ever  learn,  that  they  were  cenlured  for  doing 
fo. — CJn  the  contrary,  the  conltant  initrii(ftions,  that  have 
from  tune  to  time  been  given  to  the  governors  of  this  pro- 
vince, leem  clearly  to  point  out  the  doing  of  it,  by  acts  of 
the  ic^iilaiure,  and  not  oiherwife,  as  may  be  gathered  from 
the  inltrucfion,  for  the  eretiting  of  a  court  for  the  determin- 
ing oi  fmall  caufes,  by  which  there  are  pcfitive  diretflions 
given  to  the  governors,  to  recominend  it  to  the  allembly, 
thai  a  L  w'  Iho.Jd  be  palled  for  tiiat  puipofe  ;  but  notwith- 
Itanding  thefe  diiecLicns,  given  in  direct  and  exprels  terms, 
thegovernois  never  would  apply  fc:  fuch  an  act,  but  erected 
tiiau  court  b;  an  ordina!:ice  ot  ihemfelvcs  ai;d  corncil,  as  they 
did  -he  coiK  t  of  chanc°;-y,  which  had  b  fore  that  tiine  been 
Ci  ec*^ied  by  a^^is  o;  the  legiflatui  e  in  another  manner. — They 
could  not  be  igno'  aiir,  what  diflatisfac^tion  the  ere^iing  of 
a  coa  t  of  chan  jery  in  that  manner,  gave  the  geneiality  of 
the  people. —  This  was  very  manifelt,  by  the  rcfblves  of  the 
general  ailembly,  at  the  time  ofiis  fi  ii:  being  lo  erctled, 
and  often  fnue,  decla:  ing  the  illegality  of  fuch  a  proceed- 
ing. And  thoiigh.thefe  refolves  have  been  as  often  as  made, 
trearedby  the  governors  w^ith  an  unreafbnabledifregard  and 
convempr  ol  them,  yet  to  men  of  prudence,  they  might 
have  been  effectiial,  to  have  made  them  decline  perilling  in 
a  procedure,  fo  illegal  and  fo  generally  diualisfacftoi  y  ;  r.nd 
w  iiich  (as  they  managed  it)  pr  oved  of  no  ufe  to  the  pub- 
lic or  b-Miefit  10  theu.felves.  for  as  few  oF  them  had  talents 
eq  !:il  to  the  talk  of  a  chancellor,  which  they  had  luider- 
taken  10  pe  fo  in,  To  it  was  executed  accordingly.  Some  of 
them  being  wiiling  to  hold  f.ich  a  ecu  r,  others  not,  accord- 
ing as  they  l.apperied  to  be  inftnenced  by  ihofe  about  them. 
So  that  were  it  i  eally  t  ltablilhed  in  the  moil  legal  manner 
(as  it  was  not)  ye:  bei!ig  in  the  hands  of  a  perfon  not  coni' 
pcllable  to  do  his  duty,  it  was  fo  managed,  that  the  extra- 
o  diuiry  debys  and  fruiLlefs  expenfe  attending  i.r,  ren- 
dered i'L  nor  only  uielefs,  but  a  g  ievance  to  tliC  inhabitants, 
e^pejially  thofe,  who  were  ib  unforrimate  as  to  be  concern- 
ed in  ir  :  w  hich  we  hope  you  thiiik  with  us^  that  it  is  high 
time  fliould  be  ledreaed. 
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Your  hononr  well  knows,  that  the  eftablifhing  thai 
court,  in  the  manner  it  has  been  done,  has  been  a  lubjecl 
of  contention,  between  the  governors  and  the  aflembly  ; 
and  fince  it  is  confefTed  by  all,  that  the  eftabliftiing  both  of 
that,  and  other  courts,  by  avfl  of  the  legiilature,  is  mdifpu- 
tably  legal,  and  gives  them  the  moft  micontrovertible  au- 
thority ;  and  if  unqueilionably  legal,  what  is  fo,  cannot  be 
defl:rucT:ive  of  his  majefty's   prerogative. — We  therefore 
hope,  you  will  make  no  fcruple  of  aflenting  to  this  bill, 
to  put  an  end  to  a  contention,  that  has  not  been,  nor  will 
be,  while  it  continues,  beneficial  to  his  majefty's  fervice." — 
From  this  time,  the  chancery  has  been  unattacked  by 
the  aflembly,  but  the  bulinefs  tranfacted  in  it  is  very  incon- 
liderable.  A  court  of  equity  is  abfolutely  neceilary,  for  the 
due  adminiftration  of  juftice ;  but  whether  private  proper- 
ty ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  governors,  I  leave  others 
to  determine*.  As  the  public  bufmefs  of  the  colony  increa-' 
fes,  few  Of  them,  I  believs,  will  be  ambitious  of  the  chan- 
cellor's olTice,  as  they  have  not  the  ailiilance  of  a  mafter  of 
the  rolls.  The  prefent  officers  of  this  court  (which  is  al- 
ways held  in  the  council  chamber  at  the  fort)  are,  his  ex- 
cellency fir  Charles  Hardy,  knt.  chancellor,  two  mafters, 
r^vo  clerks,  one  exammer,  arcgifter,  and  a  fei  jeant  at  arms, 
and  not  one  of  them  has  a  falary.  In  our  proceedings,  we 
copy  after  the  chancery  in  England  ;  and  indeed  in  all  our 
courts,  the  pradiice  at  home  is  more  nearly  imitated  in  this 
and  New  Jerfey,  than  in  any  other  province  upon  the  con- 
tinent. Few  of  our  afleinblies  have  been  capable  to  concert 
any  new  regulations  of  this  kind  :  and  hence  the  lawyers 
have  had  recourfe  to  the  Englifii  cuftom.s  and  forms,  which 
they  have  generally  adopted.  While  the  New  England  colo* 
nici,  through  the  fuperior  education  of  their  reprefentatives, 
have  introduced  numberlefs  innovations,  peculiar  to  them- 
felves  ;  the  la\vs  of  our  mother  coimtry  have  gradually  ob- 
tained here,  and  in  thisrefped:,  the  public  has  perhaps  receiv- 
€d  advantages,  even  from  the  ignorance  of  our  anceftors. 


*  S^me  are  or  opinion,  that  the  governor's  jurifdidion 
in  this,  and  the  ipiritual^  or  prerogative  couit,  are  incom* 
j^atible. 


THE  END. 


